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INTRODUCTION 


In May 1873 the Canadian Parliament passed an act to provide for the formation of 
a mounted police force to bring law and order to the vast western plains which the 
Dominion had acquired three years earlier from the Hudson’s Bay Company. The North- 
West Mounted Police, as it was to be known, came into existence by order in council on 
August 30, 1873. Throughout the winter of 1873-74, the newly organized force began 
preparing for the great task of establishing friendly relations with the Indians who inhab- 
ited the area, and providing the orderly conditions which would pave the way for the 
territory’s peaceful settlement and development. The first step towards this important goal 
took place on July 8, 1874, when a force of 275 men under the command of Commissioner 
G. A. French left Fort Dufferin, Manitoba on its epic march to the foothills of the Rocky 
Mountains. 


Upon his return to Manitoba in the Fall of 1874, Commissioner French compiled an 
official account of the Force’s activities during its first year of operation. This included his 
own daily diary of the progress of the Force on its westward trek, as well as the reports he 
received from many of his subordinate officers. The resulting chronicle was published in 
the Sessional Papers of Canada as “The Report of the Commissioner of the North-West 
Mounted Police, 1874”. 


Since the North-West Mounted Police first rode onto the plains in 1874 the Force’s 
duties and responsibilities have undergone many changes. In recognition of its services, the 
prefix “Royal” was added to its title in 1904 by King Edward VII. Sixteen years later, when 
it became responsible for federal policing throughout Canada, it was changed again to 
“Royal Canadian Mounted Police”. 


In these early reports readers will find first hand accounts of many of the stirring 
incidents which shaped the history of the West, written by those who actually participated 
in them. The Indian Treaties, the influx of the American Sioux under Sitting Bull, the 
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the North-West Rebellion, and the coming 
of the settlers are just a few of the dramatic events in which the North-West Mounted 
Police played an important part. It has been many years since these valuable reference 
sources were generally available to the public. Their reappearance in 1973, the Force’s 
Centennial year, will be welcomed by all who are interested in the history of western 
Canada. 


W. L. Higgitt, 
Ottawa Commissioner 
1973 Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
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PRINTED FOR THE QUEEN’S PRINTER AND CONTROLLER OF STATIONERY 


A. SENECAL, SUPERINTENDENT OF PRINTING 


1889 


To His Excellency the Right Honorable Lord Stanley of Preston, P.C., G.C.B., &c., &e., 
&e., Governor General of Canada, &c., &e. 


May ir PLEASE Your EXcELLENCY :— 
The undersigned has the honour to lay betore Your Excellency the Annual 
Report of the Commissioner of the North-West Mounted Police Force for the year 


1888. 
Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN A. MACDONALD, 
President of the Privy Council. 


January 12th, 1889. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE NORTH-WEST 
MOUNTED POLICE, 1888. 


Nort West Mountep Potice, 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER, 
Reena, 31st December, 1888. 
The Right Honorable 
Sir Joun A. Macpona.p, G.C.B., 
President of the Privy Council, 
Ottawa. 

S1r,—I have the honor to forward my annual report for the year ending the 30th 
November last, tozether with the annual reports of the following officers for the 
same period :— 

The Assistant Commissioner, 


Inspecting Superintendent Cotton, 
Superintendent Mclllree, 


do Gagnon, 
do Neale, 

do Deane, 

do Steele, 

do Perry, 

do Griesbach, 
do Jarvis, 

do Antrobus, 


Inspector Howe, 
Senior Surgeon Jukes, 
Assistant Surgeon Aylen, 


do Paré, 

do Dodd, 

do Powell, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Bain, 

do do Tulloch, 
do do Kennedy, 
do do Haultain, 
do do Mewburn, 


Veterinary Surgeon Burnett, 
Assistant Veterinary Surgeon Wroughton. 


PATROLS, 


Reference to the enclosed map, which marks the regular patrols, the numerous 
deviations from the routes not being marked, by the North-West Mounted Police, 
will, I think, convince you that our system of patrols is getting more thorough and 
efficient every year, and with most gratifying results, as there has been an almost 
entire absence of crime in the Territory during the last year. Horse stealing, for- 
merly so prevalent, has almost ceased among the whites, and but very few cases by 
Indians have been reported. The few that have been stolen have generally been 
recovered and returned to their owners, and many horses driven off by the flies, and 
thought at first to have been stolen, have also been found. Our reputation gained in 
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former years of speedily arresting horse thieves from the United States has been 
well sustained this season, several having been arrested and sent to the penitentiary 
and the stolen stock returned to the American owners. This action has called forth 
the thanks of the Montana Stock Association. The following is a copy of the letter 
received from the President of the Association :— 


Hevena, Montana, Ist September, 1888. 


Lt. Col. L. W. HERcHMER, 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 


Dear Sir,—At the August meeting of the Montana Stock Growers’ Association, 
and also of the Territorial Board of Stock Commissioners, a resolution was passed 
giving a vote of thanks to the officers and men of the North-West Mounted Police, 
and also the Canadian authorities generally, for assistance given to many of the 
citizens of Montana in recovering horses stolen from our Territory. 

Please accept the assurance of our appreciation of courtesies received at your 
hands, which we hope to be able to reciprocate in the future. 


Very respectfully yours, 
GRANVILLE STUART, 
President Territorial Board of Stock Commisioners. 


Our patrols, in addition to the arrest of horse thieves, have also been the means 
of arresting one Hoppe, a murderer from Montana, who, having been extradited, has 
been tried and sentenced. The entry of a good many glandered horses into our 
country has also been prevented, and great assistance has been rendered the Customs 
Department, several teams containing contraband liquor having been seized and 
handed over to that Department, as well as a large band of horses seized near 
Medicine Hat. There have been fewer desertions from the United States army on our 
frontier this year, and consequently we have had fewer horses and arms to return to 
that Government. 

Indian scouts are still employed, and many of them have been very 
satisfactory indeed. I wish particularly to bring to your favorable notice the 
action of Chief “Enoch” and three of his tribe of the Stony Plain Reserve, near 
Edmonton, under the following circumstances: One Godin, a notorious horse thief 
and suspected murderer on our side, and wanted in Montana for the murder of one 
Embody, a rancher, for which offence he was under sentence of death at Helena, had 
escaped to Canada, and although hunted all over the country by the police he 
succeeded in reaching his old home near Edmonton, where, among the woods and 
lakes in the vicinity of the reserves, he successfully evaded our efforts to capture him, 
although on one occasion our men exchanged shots with him, and on another 
succeeded in capturing his horse. Finding it impossible to arrest him, as he was 
immediately notified of our movements, by the squaws, with whom he was a great. 
favorite, Superintendent Griesbach arranged, while 1 was at Edmonton for the 
employment of some Indian scouts, with the result that after many disappointments 
Chief’ ‘‘ Enoch ” effected the capture and brought the prisoner into Edmonton police 
barracks, from which place he was sent to Regina, where he is now awaiting extra- 
dition. A reward of $300 was offered by the United States sheriff interested, and 
when received will be paid to these Indians. There has been a good deal of feeling 
among some of the Indians, and especially among the French half-breeds in the 
vicinity, over the arrest, as Godin is related to many of them, and since the arrest we 
have had to advise several individuals to refrain from intimidating “ Enoch ” and his 
comrades. 

Lately I have caused, with your permission. to be erected at St. Albert, in the 
centre of the Edmonton reserves, a substantial outpost, and an outpost capable 
of housing eight men and horses has been built at Milk River Ridge, commanding the 


Benton trail, and,a party will be kept there all winter. Considerable improvements 
have also been made at other points on the patrol lines during the season, notably at 
Wood Mountain, 125 miles south-west of Regina, on the frontier. Next year, with 
your permission, I propose to establish small permanent outposts at all the most 
important points, not only along the frontier, but all over the country. This will 
enable us to keep our men out all winter and will be a great saving in the consti- 
tutions of both men and horses. In the early spring and late fall both meet, 
occasionally, with great hardships for want of shelter. 

Our patrols, in accordance with the application from the Customs and Interior 
Departments, have now been extended into Manitoba, and already we have been able 
to render valuable service in the suppression of smugglers and timber thieves in the 
Pembina Mountain country. 

There being no timber in that portion of Dakota, our territory has been for 
years at the mercy of the United States settlers, who could not have settled there 
without access to our timber. Inspector McGibbon and the party of eighteen men 
under his command have seized several teams, which have been sold under the Customs 
Act, and a forger from the other side of the line has been frightened, by the unex- 
pected presence of Police, into returning with the United States sheriff without the 
formalities of extradition. Next year 1 hope to further develop the patrol system, 
which the settlement of the country requires to be extended. All parts of the 
country are anxious for the presence of our men, and the advance of railways into 
the Territories calls for a corresponding increase in the number of outposts. All the 
divisions are constantly calling for more men, with which applications I find it very 
difficult to comply. 


INDIANS. 


In all quarters of the Territories, except in the south-west, the Indians are 
making rapid strides towards self-support. All they require are more cattle anda 
cash market for their produce to encourage them. 

Death and disease in some of the bands is making considerable havoc. It is to be 
regretted that it is impossible, owing to distance, to render effectual medical assistance 
to them ali, although in most cases their habits and inability to understand nursing 
would probably neutralize the most efficient professional advice and medecine. In the 
south-west, with the exception.of the Piegans and Assiniboines, it is only the constant 
patrols kept up by the Police that prevents their giving trouble. They undoubtedly 
kill cattle occasionally when off their reserves when they want meat, and most of 
them will steal horses if they get the opportunity. 

I would respectfully suggest, in the interests of all concerned, that these Indians 
be made to stay on their reserves, except when permitted to visit towns for a limited 
period to trade, and that if found in places where their passes do not specify they be 
treated as vagrants. 

I would also respectfully suggest, that a herd book, with descriptions and owners 
of all Indian horses, be kept by each agent, and that all horses in their possession be 
branded with a reserve brand. This would almost put a stop to horse stealing by 
Indians, and certainly would lead to speedy recovery of stock when stolen ; and 
some further treaty should be made with these Indians with a view to disarming 
them. 

If forced to stay on their reserves, unless on short pass for trading, they would 
speedily sell their privilege of carrying arms, at any rate off their reserves. It will 
be asked where they get fixed ammunition; undoubtedly anywhere across the line, 
and occasionally on our side. 

CRIME, 

There has been a most remarkable absence of crime during the past year; and 
outside arrests of criminals from the United States, we have made no important 
arrests in our Territory. 
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ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT, 


Every possible assistance has been given to the Indian Department. 

Treaty money has been escorted and payments attended at all points required. 
Indians have been sent to their reserves where ever found without passes, and as 
mueh work thrown in their way as guides and scouts as the requirements of our 
force would permit. 


ASSISTANCE TO COLONIZATION COMPANIES, 


The only assistance rendered has been the arrest of certain laborers who 
deserted the employment of Sir J. Lester-Kaye’s Company. Some of these have been 
punished, while others, who were in the right, have been dismissed, and their rights 
accorded them. 


ASSISTANCE TO RAILWAYS. 


The management of the Canadian Pacific and the North-Western Coal and Navi- 
gation Companies Railways has been such that no assistance has been required or 
asked for. Any little irregularities among their employées have however, been 
promptly brought to the notice of the railway authorities, and they have as promptly 
rectified them. 


THE LIQUOR QUESTION 


Is reported by most of the territorial newspapers to be the “ burning question of 
the hour.” It certainly is among many of the residents of the towns, but I deny that 
it has excited much interest among the settlers at large, who are generally quite 
contented with the working of the present Act—certainly as far as ardent spirits are 
concerned, in their neighborhoods. There is a feeling, however, among the farmers, 
and naturally, that the sale of good beer should be allowed, and that it should be 
brewed in the country out of the home-grown barley, the present regulations allow- 
ing a wretched apology for beer to be brewed in the country out of grape sugar and 
other poisons, while the brewing from home-grown malt of an article of equal intoxi- 
cating power is strictly prohibited. All malt liquor sold under permit must be 
manufactured out of the Territories. 

Some of the newspapers are continually agitating on the liquor question, and not 
without great cause, although I fail to see how any solution of the question that has 
yet been suggested can be to the moral advantage of the people at large. Under the 
present system there are undoubtedly the gravest reasons for complaint. In the 
towns there is a great deal of liquor, and consequently more or less drunkenness 
among a certain class of people, generally a class who will get drunk anywhere and 
on almost any possible intoxicant ; but I consider that the homes of our rural settlers, 
who, being in the majority, are the class in whose prosperity and welfare a Govern- 
ment should be most interested, and the country parts generally, are remarkably 
free from liquor and its effects. In reality, these settlers seldom or ever get whiskey, 
except when they visit the towns, and even then the instances are rare in which 
farmers have been under the influence of liquor; and although public meetings have 
occasionally been called in the towns, when this law and all connected with its 
enforcement have been deluged with abuse, no meeting has been ever held, to my 
knowledge, in rural places, nor have any resolutions in favor of extended liquor 
privileges been passed at any country meetings. 

T believe that license is considered the remedy for all the troubles in connection 
with the present situation, and having lived in western Manitoba in the old days 
when a permit was required, and when it was only responsible people who were able 
to procure them, and having lived in that portion of the Province since the license 
law was extended to it, and having, during all the time I lived there, occupied posi- 
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tions which occasioned continually travelling over a larger section of country than 
any other resident, I believe that I possess sufficient information to speak with some 
authority on this question, and I unhesitatingly affirm that under the permit system 
and the North-West Act, as then interpreted by our judges, there was less intoxica- 
tion among the whites, according to population; and there can be no comparison 
between the quantity of liquor then supplied to Indians and the quantities they 
have obtained since that portion of the Province was, as certain people call it, 
emancipated. 

The town of Birtle was at first under the Act, but being opened to license, 
numerous saloons started up, and the contrast was so great that the town itself will not 
allow the issue of licénses any more, and I am informed the result has been most 
satisfactory. 

In the days when the Act was first introduced there were no lawyers in the Ter- 
ritories and appeals were almost unheard of, the law was then interpreted to meet the 
purpose for which it was framed. Since the advent of lawyers everything has changed. 
The law distinctly reads, as quoted by Superintendent Mclllree in his preliminary 
remarks on this subject :— 

“No seizure, prosecution, conviction or commitment under this Act shall be 
“invalid for want ofform, so long as the same is according to the true intent and mean- 
“ing of this Act.” 

In Calgary judicial district it is next to impossible to get a conviction sustained. 
In former days a permit was strictly not transferable. Mr. Justice Rouleau, at 
Calgary, rules, and I believe many eminent lawyers agree with him, that one man 
can be in possession of any quantity of liquor, provided some one has received a 

ermit for it and given it to the holder; consequently, a saloon keeper is provided 
y his friends with all the permits he may require. 

A saloon keeper of any experience keeps about enough liquor on his premises to 
fill his permits, and whenever “ pulled” by the Police he produces his permits, or those 
of his friends, and keeps his reserve stock of contraband liquor in hay stacks and 
manure heaps, closets and other hiding places of the same sort; consequently, it is 
impossible for the force I command to do much, and although as a body they manfully 
try to enforce the law, when conviction after conviction, apparently supported by the 
very clearest evidence, is quashed, it is only to be expected that they will weary at 
the constant disappointment, and tire of the sneers and opprobrium of a certain class 
of citizens, who the young men composing the Police are thrown among. The profits 
of the trade being enormous our men are all the time subject to the temptation of, 
to them, immense bribes, to pass a cargo, and who can wonder, under such conditions, 
that they sometimes fall. 

In the rural districts the Police are on the very best of terms with all the settlers, 
who do everything in their power to make life pleasant for them, and a constable is 
sure of a welcome, no matter how poor the house. In the towns, under the influence 
of whiskey, any Policeman who does his duty is taunted and shunned. 


I think it would be advisable to permit the establishment of breweries of sufficient 
capacity to support an Inland Revenue officer, as small concerns without much at 
stake are liable to be tempted to evade the law, particularly as regards Indians. 
Houses with the proper accommodation should be licensed to sell beer on the pre- 
mises only. In these houses no liquor permit should be allowed under any considera- 
tion, and any liquor found on the premises should entail a fine on the first occasion, 
and forfeiture of license and imprisonment, with no option of a fine, in the second ; and 
stringent regulations should be adopted in granting permits to druggists, who often 
are the greatest offenders. In Calgary I may safely say we have captured more liquor 
consigned to two druggists than to any two saloon keepers in that town. 

Imprisonment should be made compulsory in case of conviction for supplying 
intoxicants, including beer, to Indians and drunken people, and should invariably 
follow any second breach of the Act. 

It may be urged that the introduction of beer will have the same effect as liquor 
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on Indians. Beer is bulky, and it would be so exceedingly dangerous to give a suffi- 
cient quantity to make a general drunk in an Indian camp, that with imprisonment 
a certainty in case of conviction, very few, even among the greediest of the greedy 
who live on the vices of the community, would care to take the risk. While 
dealing with this subject, I may say that, even under the present weak system, there 
is no serious crime, because the restrictions imposed cause drunken people to be taken 
care of by the liquor sellers, for fear that crime might occur and trouble to them- 
selves follow investigation. 


In the Macleod district most of the liquor comes in from Montana, although a 
load has lately been captured near Macleod, which came in over theCanadian Pacific 
Railway. 

In the Calgary district and all other portions of the Territories the whole import- 
ation comes in over the railway. Many of the employées are undoubtedly interested, 
although the railway authorities visit them, when caught, with instant dismissal. 


The introduction of clause 18in the Act last Session, re forfeiture of vehicles, will, 
eventually, be a great detriment to the illicit liquor traffic into the Territories from 
other parts of Canada; but this clause should be turther improved, by adding to it that 
every consignment of goods which is found to contain contraband liquor should be 
forfeited as well, and all liquor found on trains, stages or other. conveyances should 
be at once spilled, unless the permit actually accompanies it. The recent vigorous 
enforcement of the Customs Act in the south, by selling every seized outfit, is reducing 
the profits of the business, and reduction of profits will as certainly curtail the illicit 
trade. 


HORSES. 


The horses now in the force are a particularly useful lot for our work, many ot 
them being also handsome animals. 


Not asingle eastern horse has been purchased during the year, and our team 
horses have, with few exceptions, been obtained from the heaviest of our saddle 
horses. The highest price paid for saddle horses has been $125, while in a few 
instances $150 has been paid for team horses. Our team horses thus cost about 
$275 per team, while eastern horses of the same class would cost nearly $400, 
and the former stand our work much better and are much less liable to suffer from 
bad water. Horses of the class we require are still very scarce in the Territories, 
and it taxes not only the ranches but the importers to furnish the number required... 
Next season, being so well horsed, I propose to be even more careful, than in former 
years. This year, for the first time, horses actually bred in the country were offered for 
sale in considerable numbers, and from the late Frank Strong, of Macleod, we 
purchased about thirty natives, all very fine and rangy horses, with good bone and 
substance generally. The death of this breeder is greatly to be regretted, as apart 
from his many good qualities, he was breeding especially for the Mounted Police, 
and had refused to sell to the Home Goverment until the Police examined his 
horses. In all my dealings with the lamented gentleman I found him the soul of 
honor and if we did by accident get a poor horse he was always ready to exchange 
him. We have purchased during the year some very fine horses from the North- 
West Cattle Company, and judging from the mares and stallions on this ranche we 
should get a large number in the near future. Many of the companies, I regret 
to say, from a Police standpoint, are breeding from Clyde stallions, and many others, 
although breeding from well-bred stallions, are getting their stock too lofty and 
narrow for our use. The horses we require are about fifteen hands high, short flat 
legs, good feet, short backs, and well set on heads; our men are heavy and call for 
good substance along with blood. We will require about 125 horses next season, but 
I expeet to sell at fair prices, as in the past, a good many horses, some of them too- 
slow, and others generally with poor feet, which, while rendering them unsuitable for 
our work, does not impair their efficiency as farm stock. 
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While the present efficient system of patrols is carried out it must be expected 
that there will ke an apparently, to eastern people, very large number of remounts 
required, This is caused by our being unable to buy horses old enough for the work, 
consequently being obliged to use our young horses at first. No comparison can be 
made between the work done by our horses and by those of any force that I am 
acquainted with. Not only have our horsesfrequently to travel in pursuit of horse 
thieves and other criminals over fifty miles a day for some days, but when merely 
patrolling in the southern country adjacent to the boundary the want of water 
frequently compels parties to exceed this distance for severaldays. A detachment of 
“G@” Division, in September, on the march from Macleod to Edmonton on special 
duty had, on one occasion, to make seventy miles with loaded teams in twenty-four 
hours. To this must be added the extremely cold winters and the absolute necessity, 
when duty calls, of taking horses from stables to camp on the bleak prairie for days 
at a time. 

All this must tend to use up a large number of horses, which people unaccustomed 
to our country and our work naturally consider excessive. A number of horses 
slightly stale have been turned out for the winter, and will be taken up early in the 
spring generally much refreshed by this treatment, and will then stand another 
season’s hard work. This will save a lot of forage. 

It must also be remembered that owing to the absence of pensions in our service 
a great many of our constables are young, and naturally in a hurry, and being often 
far away from advice and guidance, in spite of every desire to be careful, sometimes 
display a want of judgment. As a rule, however, our men take great pride in 
and care of their horses, and I have frequently known men to take their own blankets 
for their horses during storms. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


The saddlery and harness of the command is generally in first-class order, won- 
derfully so considering the scarcity of good harness rooms. The saddles require a 
few repairs, which are now being made by our own saddler, and by spring all will be 
thoroughly serviceable for another year, but many of them being old and having seen 
a great deal of service cannot last much longer, and a few saddles will even require 
to be replaced this year. The harness is also generally in good order, although a 
good deal of it is well worn. With careful repair the most of it will, however, stand 
another season, but some new harness is required. The saddlery and harness being 
exposed to the weather on patrol most of the summer, it is not to be wondered at that 
it does not last as long as harness under more propitious circumstances. Our team- 
sters, as a rule, take excellent care of their harness. 


FORAGE. 


I am pleased to report that at all posts there has been a reduction in oats, the 
crop this year being of excellent quality, oats at Red Deer and Calgary weighing as 
high as 47 bls. per bushel. All our oats this year have been grown in the Territories, 
most of them in the immediate vicinity of Police posts, our aim being to buy every- 
thing possible, price being satisfactory, at each post. This distributes a little ready 
money among the farmers, as we try te buy in small lots. ‘There has also been a 
reduction in the price of hay, except at Macleod and Lethbridge, where the hay is 
often hauled twenty-five miles. Atall the other posts hay isascheap as [hope, in the 
interests of the settlers, it will ever be, and with your consent I propose next year 
to fix the price and call for tenders for quantities, dividing the contract among the 
tenderers. There has been an immense improvement in the style of stacking this 
year and there can be very little loss. This year, except at Battleford and Regina, 
all hay was taken by measure and all stacks had to be of certain dimensions to be 
accepted, a difference in cubic feet allowed per ton according to such dimensions, all 
stacks standing thirty days before measurement. The hay stacks at Regina were 
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built by the Police. One stack, containing 400 tons, is a model for all farming 
communities. The contracts were divided up among a host of applicants and we 
have tried to divide the money as much as is consistent with fairness. 

The Indians of Miscowpetung and Pie-a-pot’s Reserves put in the best hay at 
Regina ; I think we took 130 tons from them, and they were keen to sell another 
hundred. 

The oxen driven by these native farmers are in the best order, and are better 
cared for than any oxen I have ever seen. These Indians haul their hay about thirty 
miles from the Qu’Appelle Valley. We paid $8 per ton to all contractors at Regina ; 
the highest price paid for hay was at Lethbridge, $17.50, and the lowest at Batoche, 
$3, where hay is close by. I think $5 is as low as we should purchase hay. This 
year, for the first time, we have succeeded in getting oats at Edmonton at a fair price; 
we now pay 58 cents per bushel. The highest price paid for oats was at Macleod, 
the rate being 75 cents per bushel. 


TRANSPORT. 


The transport will now be in first-class shape, fifteen new waggons having lately 
arrived; we shall, however, require some new light patrol waggons and a few wide- 
gauge waggons for the west. Our transport is all well painted and repaired by our 
own artizans, and looks very well indeed, when it is remembered that very few 
police posts have ever had transport sheds. We are now building these, with your 
approval, at nearly all police posts. 


ARMS. 


As I have already reported, our carbines require change, and I shall recommend 
that one division this year be provided with a new weapon, the old carbines being 
used in other divisions to replace worn out ones. Our revolvers are first-class, and 
cannot be improved for general duty; we have now a few small ones for railway 
duty, &c., and I should recommend that fifty more be supplied. 

In connection with the artillery branch, I beg to refer you to Inspecting 
Superintendent Cotton’s report. I do not consider that the 7 and 9-pr. guns 
now in possession of the force are at all suitable to our requirements ; they are 
too cumbersome, and take all the best men and horses out of a division to work 
them. Our enemies, if we ever have any, will likely be Indians and frontier men, 
It would be impossible to get them for any time under the range of cannon. In my 
opinion, every division should have one machine-gun, which three men and a smart 
team of horses can work with great efficiency, and which could keep up with the 
division in any country. 

The old carriages of the four 7-pr. bronze guns, which were sent to Canada 
for the Red River Expedition in 1870, and subsequently transferred to the Mounted 
Police, have become quite unserviceable. 

The cost of new carriages for these guns would be about $2,000, an expenditure 
which I do not feel justified in recommending, as I consider that the money could be 
more profitably applied in the purchase of machine guns. 

I have given instructions that these guns are to be used only for drill instruction, 


and under no circumstances are they to be taken into the field in the event of trouble 
arising 
g. 


BARRACKS. 


The barracks have greatly improved during the year, and the buildings at 
Calgary now almost finished and partially occupied, are all that can be desired. 

At Prince Albert, Battleford, MacLeod, Lethbridge and Medicine Hat only slight 
repairs will be required ; at Calgary a new guard room and orderly room is urgently 
required, as also new officers, quarters. At Fort Saskatchewan, if the force remains 
there which I consider advisable until the railway crossing is an accomplished fact, 
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many of the old buildings must be pulled down and re-built with fresh lower logs to 
replace those now rotten. Our own men can do this work with an expenditure of 
$4,000 for material, &. This would make the barracks good for many years. At — 
present we are occupying some ancient log buildings at Edmonton, for which we 
pay $600 per annum; they are wretched and are situated so far out of the business 
part of the town that I have to keep a town detachment in another building. I have 
selected some lots in the middle of the town and I would strongly recommend that a 
suitable barrack, lock up, stable and officers quarters be put up at an early date ; 
$7, 00 will cover this outlay, and then when the railway arrives, we can finally settle 
the site for Headquarters of the Division stationed in that district. We have had 
already several expensive experiences, notably Medicine Hat, of erecting costly 
barracks in advance of the railway. 

At Regina we require new officers quarters and an Officers mess, and the cellars 
of the new barrack buildings imperatively require to be walled with stone, instead 
of planked, both on account of fire and the permanency of the buildings. At least 
$7,000 should be allowed for the erection of permanent outposts at important points. 
This would enable us to stay out all winter and would tend to make our patrol system 
thoroughly effective. 

I regret extremely to have to again call your attention to the wretched barrack 
furniture now in possession of the force. This, the finest body of men in the country, 
stillsleep on boards and trestles, while the Indians at the industrial schools have 
iron beds, and the very prisoners in the gaols have neat iron cots. Our barrack 
rooms are kept as neat as it is possible for men to keep them, but I am ashamed to 
show strangers, particularly military men, over them, on account of the very dispa- 
raging remarks they invariable make on our sleeping accommodation. 


STABLES. 


Great improvements have been made in our stable accomodation at many of the 
posts, and I am gradually substituting clay and stone floors in the front of the stalls 
for the plank used formerly, which had a great tendency to dry up the horses fore 
feet. At Calgary all the fronts of the stalls are now cobbled, the hind feet standing 
on plank. This I propose to introduce into all our stables wherever cobble stone can 
be procured ; at other posts clay will have to do, the wood running sufficiently far 
forward to allow the horses to lie on it. 

New stables are required at Regina and Maple Creek, and the present ones at 
Fort Saskatchewan require pulling down and re-erecting on new ground, as the lower 
logs are rotten and the ground is foul. With slight repairs, the stables at other posts 
are good. 


RECRUITS. 


The recruits we have obtained this year are generally all that the most fastidious 
commanding officer could desire. 

1 am deluged with applications from all parts, even the old country and the 
United States, for admission to our ranks. A very large proportion ave farmers sons, 
and I still perfer this class to all others. 


DISCIPLINE. 


The discipline of the force is, on the whole, of a very high order, and while 
several of the non-commissioned officers have behaved badly, and have been promptly 
punished, generally I have received their hearty support. Drunkenness has, in almost 
every instance, been the cause of trouble. I think the nature of the duties the Police 
are called upon to perform is not generally known, even by otherwise well informed 
men, who take a prominent interest in Canadian affairs, and the occasional lapse from 
duty of an unfortunate is immediately commented upon on all sides. The country 
occupied by the Police is now, including part of Manitoba, 700 miles long by over 
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350 miles wide, and until lately we also occupied the Kootenay country, in British 
Columbia. Over the whole of this enormous country the force is scattered, being 
divided into ten divisions, and each division, having many outposts, at which the men 
do duty in twos and threes. Some of these outposts are 150 miles and many are over 
100 miles from the nearest officer, and with, generally, no railway communication. 
Up to date the men have had no future to look forward to, and have really only the 
discipline instilled into them and their own high character to keep them straight ; 
they are under enormous temptation to misbehave and shield whiskey offenders, and 
are constantly in danger of getting into trouble by exceeding their duties. There are 
less punishments inflicted in the Police than in any torce I know of, and remarkably 
few cases of over zeal. Discipline is impartially maintained, and although very strict 
indeed, but few cases, beyond slight indiscretions, have arisen during the year. 


The force is well drilled, but from the numerous different avocations in which 
the men are employed, although individually drilled men they naturally require 
some days together before they are ina condition to do justice to themselves on 
parade. As the general public are unaware of our multifarious duties, and, as when 
we make mistakes as Police proper’ they make no allowance for our other qualifi- 
cations, I may be allowed to name a few of the different things we do for ourselves, 
outside ordinary Police duties and patrols. We are trained soldiers, both mounted and 
dismounted, and squads in nearly every division thoroughly understand gun drill; 
we do our own carpenter work, painting, alterations of clothing, blacksmithing, most 
of our freighting and teaming, plough when required, put out prairie fires, act as 
Customs and quarantine officers, do most of our own waggon repairing and tinsmith- 
ing, mend all and make a great deal of saddlery and harness, act as gaolers and 
keepers of the insane sometimes for weeks, and there is not a division in the force 
that can not go into any country and put up a complete barracks, either of logs or 
frame. “D” Division, under Superintendent Steele, erected first-class barracks at 
Kootenay B. C., last year, the division being comfortably housed before winter set in. 


PHYSIQUE. 


In physique we are second to no force in existence; our men are well set up, 
young, active, good looking, stout and tall, with good constitutions, our average 
height being over 5 feet 9 inches and chest measurement over 37} inches, and we 
have very few men who cannot ride day in and day out their fifty miles. Every 
recruit passes a surgeon below and our senior surgeon here, and useless and unsound 
men are immediately got rid of. Our physique is improving all the time; only first- 
class men can stand a five year term in the police. 


DESERTIONS, 


As usual, the difficulty of obtaining discharge by purchase, only three per month 
being allowed, has been the cause of many desertions. A lucrative job is offered a 
man by his friends in the east, and he must accept at once or lose it; every possible 
allowance is made in such cases, but they occur so often that it is imposiible to meet 
all of them. Discharge by purchase should, I respectfully submit, be granted at 
thirty days notice to all men over two years service, provided they can be spared. 

The establishment of canteens and recreation rooms, to which I am devoting 
much attention, will certainly stop a great deal of desertion. The men at Head- 
quarters appreciate the privilege of the canteen, and since its establishment there 
have been no prisoners of any consequence. 

A good many deserters are giving themselves up; several others have offered-to 
do so, and one actually wired to he sent for, but I declined, as the expense was too 
great. 


[have just received a letter from aman who deserted in 1881, and is now in 
Montana, asking on what terms he can surrender. 
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RE-ENGAGEMENTS. 


During the year fifty-five men, whose term of service had expired, immediately 
re-engaged. Nineteen who took their discharge have since re-engaged, among them 
asergent who re-engaged as constable ; two who purchased their discharge are already 
in the ranks again, and several others have offered to re-join if allowed transport. 

With your permission, I hope to make this Force very hard to enter and very 
easy to get out of, both by purchase and dismissal. 


CLOTHING AND KIT. 


The kits of the men are, in nearly every case complete, although occasionally 
some men must be short of some trivial article, either through loss or wearing out; 
still, these shortages are immediately made good. All divisions are alike, and the 
kits are ready for inspection atany time without notice. The clothing is generally 
first-class, but I think the serges could be heavier, and the great coat, although suit- 
able, is not as good for five years service in wet weather as we require. There is no 
comparison between the hardship our coats are put to and those of any ordinary 
service, as we are nearly always in the field. 

The duck suits now issued are good and are a very great success, but the duck 
caps are not, I find, sufficient protection from the sun and rain when on patrol, although 
they are admirably adapted for stable and ordinary barrack fatigue, and I should 
recommend every man being obliged to keep one in his kit. Although I dislike it very 
much, I believe a uniform white felt hat, of a solid description, should be adopted for 
patrol work, and that only; this should be on repayment and compulsory. The 
stockings are rather too heavy and long in the leg, and the riding boots are a little 
low in the instep, but are otherwise first-class; the ankle boots are not so good, and 
there are complaints of their not lasting. The underclothing requires more careful 
sizing. With these few alterations the kits are all that we require. 

The Montana calf coats having proved worthless when wet, or even damp, owing 
to the dye, we are now trying natural black sheep coats, and, so far, they are giving 
good satisfaction in every respect, except the lining, which should be of tweed. 


ARTIZANS PAY. 


The increased rates of pay, generally to artizans, has retained and brought into 
the force a very good class of mechanics, and we can now do nearly every branch of 
artizans’ work. 


TARGET PRACTICE. 


In target practice great strides have been made this year, and considering that 
many of our carbines are old, and the fact that Winchesters of any pattern, at their 
best, are not good range rifles, | consider the scores made to be very good. Our 
Winchesters are under-sighted, and in my opinion, and in that of my officers, have 
seen their day. 

I would strongly recommend for favorable consideration, that extra pay be 
allowed to the best shot in each division and to the best shot in the force. 

I would also strongly recommend that the price of ammunition be placed at the 
lowest cost, so that every facility may be given the men to purchase it for practice. 


RATIONS. 


The rations are generally first-class, and if not, are promptly returned to the 
contractors and replaced, and the supply of everything is liberal, although there is 
no waste. 

There has been a still further reduction in the price of beef at most posts, the 
highest prices being paid at Maple Creek and Edmonton, where there is little or no 
competition. 
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Potatoes and flour are both very cheap, although the latter has advanced since 
‘contracts were let. 


FUEL. 


There has been considerable reduction in the price of wood at posts where it is 
used, namely, Prince Albert, Battleford and Edmonton, and the price is now as low 
as it is judicious to pay. My orders have been carried out at all points to buy wood 
from as many settlers as possible, and, in consequence, great assistance is given to 
to the poorer class. 

In the south, and all along the Canadian Pacifle Railway, Lethbridge coal is 
almost the only fuel, the other mines being closed down. A little Pennsylvania 
anthacrite is also used, and with the re-opening of the mines at Anthracite and 
Medicine Hat I expect to use a considerable quantity of their output. The absence 
of sufficiently large coal sheds at our posts prevents economical handling by buying 
in time, as the loss of soft coal is enormous if exposed insummer to the wind and rain. 


PENSIONS. 


I would respectfully recommend that the establishment of a system of pensions 
for this force at an early date, receive your earnest consideration, as its absence effects 
the efficiency of the corps in a very marked manner, and I would beg your consider- 
ation of the amendments proposed in the Police Act respecting desertions and the 
right of search in connection with the North-West Act. I would also beg that you 
will reconsider the salaries now paid to the senior officers of the force, which, while 
ample in the early days, when supplemented by commissions on Customs Collectjons, 
and by North-West Council indemnities, are now, I venture to state, quite out of 
proportion to our responsibilities, and small in comparison with other officials, and 
quite inadequate to support and educate our families, or even provide for life insur- 
ance premiums, much less to lay by anything for the support of our families if death 
intervenes and they are deprived of our incomes. 


SAVING BANK.ACCOUNTS. 


A great many men are now depositing in the Government savings bank, the total 
amount deposited for the five months ending the 30th November last being $12,760.55. 
A great number of men deposit all their pay when on patrol, and draw it out in the 
winter, many of them getting furloughs to visit their friends in the east and in 
England, while others send their savings to their friends. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


At most posts our water supply is fairly good. At Maple Creek however, the 
water in barracks is execrable and not fit for even animals, although we have to use 
it. All the water for the men is hauled from a well near the creek at some distance. 
as barracks are apparently on an alkali bed and every well sunk is of the same 
quality. 

At Lethbridge all our water has to be hauled by team from the coal company’s 
eleveted tank, which is supplied from the river, 320 feet below; consequently, our fire 
protection there is represented by our vigilance in discovering a fire in its very 
incipient stages. ‘This year a contract was let to bore a well at Lethbridge ; 300 feet 
has been bored, but no water in sufficient quantities had been reached, although I 
think if the contractor had known his business the water he struck at an early stage 
in his boring could have been made available. An elevated tank, with a stove under 
it must be built at once at Lethbridge and filled from the company’s tank. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


Our fire protection is our weakest point, and requires immediate improvement. 
At present we have hand fire engines at some posts, and at all Babcocks, hand 
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grenades and bucket service. The fire engines are good in warm weather, but are 
almost useless in winter, as it is difficult to get water, and as the engines have only 
a fourteen feet suction pipe. In this country, where the frost penetrates to an enor- 
mous depth, you will be able to understand some of the difficulties of an efficient 
water service. This matter should command immediate attention. Possibly an 
elevated tank, such as are used on railways, with a small engine to pump, would be 
the most effective of all solutions. This engine could also be used for working an 
electric light system, which would do away with coal oil lamps, which are dangerous 
in the extreme and the cause of most of our fires in the past. ‘ 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


The general equipment is first-class, and every division is now ready to turn out 
immediately on receiving orders. 


DRILL BOOK. 


A drill book for the force is now being printed on our own press at Regina, and 
a copy will soon be submitted to you for approval. The drill is of the simplest kind, 
and conflicts in no way with the Mounted Infantry Regulations, but contains much 
information respecting details and movements absolutely required in the force, which. 
are not laid down in the Mounted Infantry Manual. 


PRAIRIE FIRES, 


This year, before the season for these fires, I took the precaution to appoint 
intelligent members of the force fire guardians and placed them in charge of fixed 
districts. The result has been very satisfactory and but few losses from fires have 
occurred. Several convictions were obtained and fines inflicted under the fire ordi- 
nance, and as a result it will be definitely settled what the responsibilities of railway 
companies are with regard to the setting fire to the prairie by sparks from their 
locomotives. 


RANCHING. 


The success of the ranches during the year has been excellent and most encour- 
aging. Animals wintered well last winter and the crop of calves, foals and lambs 
has been generally good, although in certain alkali districts anthrax has been fatal 
among the younger cattle, and strangles in some sections has carried off some colts, 
while in the northjhoof disease has destroyed many horses. On the whole, the increase: 
is satisfactory. In the north the flies have been very bad, and it was late in the fall 
before the harrassed stock put on their usual flesh. The large shipments of stock to 
England afforded a good cash market to most of the ranchers, who must speedily get 
rid of their culls and breed high class steers, as they are now satisfied that nothing 
but that class will pay. The market in the country being easily crowded, even here 
culls are not saleable at paying prices. Short-horns and Herefords are still the 
favorite breeds, but if care and attention is paid to the Polled Angus I anticipate 
great future success for that breed. Their hides alone, if a proper system of tanning 
was introduced, eventually must be very valuable for robes. Some of the most success- 
ful men are now breeding trom West Highland bulls. Their hides willbe very valuable 
for robes and their meat is the best possible, but their size counterbalances their 
extreme hardihood; it is possible that their size will materially increase however on 
our magnificient pasturage. 

Considerable attention is being paid to horses, and some very valuable stock has 
been imported, particularly by the “Quorn” Company at Sheep Creek, who have not 
only imported very valuable and useful thoroughbred English stallions but a large 
number of Irish mares. From a police aspect the horses raised on this ranch will 
be too rangy and tall for our service. Others again have gone entirely into Clydes, 
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notably, the “ Walrond” Company, of which Mr. McEKachern is the guiding hand. 
This stock may be profitable, but as a police officer I take no interest in them. Others 
again are endeavoring at the first cross to breed horses from indifferent native 
scrub mares. There is not a horse ranch in the country that could not profitably 
weed out at least a third of their mares and castrate some of their stallions. 

The “Quorn” ranche, Mr, Barter, manager, is in possession of first-class buildings, 
admirably adapted for the raising of high class stock, and very few, if any, improve- 
ments could be suggested. Outside this ranche too little care and attention areshown 
in the construction of suitable stables and corrals, and valuable stallions are in danger 
of being rendered useless by too small and dark loose boxes. 

For police purposes the best mares in the country that I know of are those of 
the North-West Cattle Company; at the same time they have also many wretches. 

There are some fine mares on the ranche managed by Mr. Macpherson at High 
River, and we have purchased some very fine horses from him, but his mares will 
stand weeding. On most ranches more judgment is required in mating mares if 
pecuniary success is expected. 

On the sheep ranches the only female stock kept are Merinos, of various degrees 
of impurity. These are being crossed with some fine Shropshire rams, but as yet the 
fat sheep are not of a class to stand a long journey or sell in a first-class market, which 
requires a good thick sheep, with a good proportion of fat on the meat and not all in 
the offal. It is generally to be regretted that the smaller ranchers do not all add a 
small flock of good mytton sheep to their stock, These would have to be fenced to 
meet the requirements of the law south of Sheep Creek. A few sheep would, in a 
marked degree, add to their comfort, and any to spare would sell well. The sheep 
men will not often sell spring lambs, and that article is a frightful price in consequence. 

All ranchers, no matter what class of stock is their specialty, now cut large 
quantities of hay, and nearly all have shelter of some description for weak stock. 
Some of the more advanced cow-men are now yarding up their calves in the fall and 
feeding all winter. It will be found most beneficial to both calves and cows, and the 
calves of the following season will also be stronger. The North-West Cattle Com- 
pany have now 700 calves and 200 weak cows feeding in sheds. As every settler 
comes to the country to better his position, experience will soon convince ranchers 
that if they expect to make money they must use judgment, and profit by their fail- 
ures. On visiting ranches it will be observed and commented upon that nearly all 
the common vegetables are scarce, and that sheep, pigs and poultry are seldom kept, 
nor are gardens worked on any of the larger ranches. The ranchers live well and 
are hospitable to a degree, but everything, even butter, is generally purchased. 
They all say they have not time, and that the cow-boys will not work on foot, &c. 
Until lately it was supposed that they would not cut hay; In the near future I 
expect they will garden and attend domestic animals. 

The greatest cause of annoyance among ranchers is occasioned, all agree, by bands 
of Indians wandering over the ranches without any commissariat, and an almost 
total absence of game. They undoubtedly kill cattle, occasionally although it is 
almost impossible to catch them in the act. I regret to report, however, that the 
hands of the Police are often tied by the culpable weakeness of some of the ranchers, 
who, having caught Indians in the act, have been afraid to inform the police for 
fear that the friends of the marauders might retaliate, and only after months have 
elapsed has the information reached us. 

I have already forwarded, for your consideration, resolutions and suggestions 
made by the High River branch of the Alberta Stock Association, and settlers south 
of Calgary, all of which I heartily endorse and respectfully submit to your favorable 
consideration. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


While the roads of this country are generally good enough for present purposes, 
and require only a little brushing in low places, there is an urgent necessity for 
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impruvement in the bridges. The bridge over the Bow River, at Calgary, is asplendid 
job, also the bridge over the Elbow, near its mouth, at the same place. The Mission 
bridge at Calgary is a poor one, and the Battle River and Blind Man’s River bridges 
on the trail between Calgary and Edmonton, are at present positively dangerous. 
I believe a small grant has been made by the Territorial Legislature for the Blind 
Man’s bridge. 

All over the country bridges are really required over the small streams, many 
of which are very dangerous in the spring, but the country which of all others 
requires speedy action in the matter of bridges is that south of Calgary and around 
Macleod and Lethbridge. In the spring it is impossible to get out of Macleod to a 
distance of more than eighteen miles on three sides, while to the north you cannot 
travel a mile without risking your life and outfit during high water, and loss of life 
is constantly occurring in consequence. 

The following bridges are immediately required :— 


Over the Belly, at Lethbridge, 
Old Man, at Kipp, 
do Macleod, 
Willow Creek, at Macleod, 
Belly, south of Macleod, 
Kootenay River, 
Pincher Creek, twice between Macleod and village of Pincher Creek, 
High River, 
Sheep Creek, 

These bridges are positive necessities, and their absence not only endangers the 
lives and property of the inhabitants but are great hindrances to the efficient work- 
ing of our patrol system, by involving delay and often loss of valuable Government 
property. 

FERRIES. 


The ferries in the north are well and cheaply run, in accordance with the Ter- 
ritorial Act, but in the Macleod district there are no licensed ferries, the people 
positively declining to run ferries for the rate allowed for tolls, and the rates charged 
are frequently exorbitant and the traveller is at the mercy of the owner of the 
ferry, who can and does cross him when he is ready, and at his own price. 

Frequently when the ferry is most required the violence of the streams prohibits 
their use, and small boats of the most primitive sorts are the only means available, 
and traffic is actually stopped for several weeks. 


TELEPHONES AND TELEGRAPHS, 


The introduction of telephones will, I expect, at a very early date, greatly increase 
our efficiency, and effect an enormous saving in the wear and tear of men and horses, 
In the few places where we have them we find them a great boon, and we cannot 
understand how we got along without them. 

Telephone wires should be extended on all the Government lines, and we are 
anxiously hoping for the speedy erection of the new Government Telegraph line, 
already recommended, from Calgary to Edmonton, from Calgary to the boundary 
and from Moose Jaw and Qu’Appelle station to Regina. 


GAME, 


The game is rapidly vanishing; in the north a few moose are still found, but elk 
have almost disappeared ; bears are still killed in considerable numbers, and a few 
black-tailed deer have so far managed to escape the hunters. Antelope, a few 
years ago very numerous, are now scarce; the hard winter of 1886 destroyed 
great numbers of them, and the Indians are wiping out the remainder in and out of 
season. Prairie chickens are generally very scarce, owing, I think, to Indians and 
mean whites killing them out of season, and bad prairie fires in hatching time. There 
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are only six buffalo known to exist in the Territory, two old bulls at or near Wood 
Mountain and three females and one bull between the Red Deer and Battle rivers. 
Three bulls have been killed this summer, their heads selling for $75 each. Trout are 
getting scarce for want of protection during spawning season, and the rapid increase 
of pike is driving this fish further and further into the head waters of the streams. 


CROPS 


Have been generally good all over; oats are everywhere an enormous crop; in 
some sections, notably Edmonton, Red Deer and Calgary, the samples are really 
wonderful, weighing 46 lbs. to the bushel. Wheat has generally been a good crop 
and uninjured by frost, but barley, owing to the vexatious embargo on home breweries 
is very little grown, although it would add greatly to the home comforts of the 
settler if they raised more of it for pig, cow and poultry feeding. Potatoes are 
generally a great crop, but are not sufficiently cultivated in the south-west. The 
settlers, in their anxiety to keep up the price, frequently over-reach themselves, and 
occasion potatoes to be imported from other parts of the Territory. 

Vegetables are generally much neglected, except at Calgary and Regina, where 
a plentiful supply of every sort can be constantly obtained at a very moderate price. 


SETTLERS. 


On the whole, the settlers all over the Territories are doing remarkably well ; 
certainly the industrious ones, who know how to work. Hail destroyed the crops on 
a narrow belt near Calgary, but with that exception failure of crops in any portion 
of the Territories is due generally to poor farming. I think the settlers are very well 
contented. 

A good many new settlers are coming in, and many others who abandoned their 
farms in former years for want of markets are now returning, and the indications 
point to a large increase of immigration next year. Schools and churches are 
rapidly springing up, and the liberality of the Canadian Pacific Railway in affording 
cheap excursions east has enabled hundreds of young men to proceed there for wives, 
who will soon make up for the slackness of immigration. Many of the settlers are 
going into mixed farming, but the majority are, in my opinion, poor managers, and 
their homes could be made much more comfortable and happy by devoting more 
time to vegetable and flower gardens, by keeping more poultry, pigs and sheep. 
Many of them buy nearly everything at the store, which their farms and gardens 
could and should supply. Want of means and time are the excuses given generally, 
but want of method, application and misdirected energy are frequently the cause. 

The Mormon settlement on Lees Creek, south of Macleod, has received consi- 
derable additions during the year, and they are making immense improvements, 
already supplying a very large proportion of the butter, eggs and vegetables used at 
Lethbridge. There are about 125 souls in the colony and it is expected to more than 
double next season, and they are preparing for a very large increase in arable land 
next year. They are, so far as progress and enterprise go, the very best settlers in 
our country, but any attempt to introduce the practice of polygamy under any guise 
must be promptly dealt with. They are, so far, if straight on this point, law abiding 
citizens. I have placed a detachment in the colony. 

Having reported upon all the subjects which I consider interesting to you, I will 
especially call your attention to the extremely able manner in which Supt. Steele 
managed matters in the Kootenay District, B. C., and which, I think, will be found 
to have made a lasting impression on the Indians in that country, and I propose, 
with your permission, as soon as the Crow’s Nest Pass is clear of snow next June, 
to send a patrol, as suggested by the Assistant Commissioner, into Kootenay for a few 
weeks. The satisfactory passage of “ D” Division through that Pass into the North- 
West Territories in August last reflects the greatest credit on Assistant Commis- 
sioner Herchmer, Supt. Steele and all ranks of his command, and my inspection of 
that division a short time after their arrival at Macleod gave me the most intense 
satisfaction. 
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The reports attached will be found carefully and intelligently written, and contain 
a great deal of information, which I am sure will meet with your approval. 

I think, Sir, in almost every way the efficiency of the Force you have placed 
ander my command has greatly increased during the year; all ranks, as a rule, take 
pride in their profession and guard the reputation of the corps. 

I have now only to report that from all the officers of my command, with one or 
two exceptions, I have received the most hearty support, and a determined and 
successful endeavor has generally been made by all ranks to carry out my instruc- 
tions and wishes, as far as circumstances would permit. 


T have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
L. W. HERCHMER, 
Commissioner, N. W. M. P. 


17—2Z 
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APPENDIX A. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, NORTH-WEST 
MOUNTED POLICE, 1888. 


Nortu-West Mounted POLicE, 
Cataary, N.W.T, 15th December, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to submit my annual report for the year ending 30th 
November. 

During the past twelve months, I have visited nearly every portion of the 
Territories on tours of inspection to the various police posts, and consider that the 
country generally is in a prosperous condition. 

In police matters, I have found everything most satisfactory. 

The divisions smart and well drilled, both mounted and dismounted, and great 
care taken of all articles of Government property. 

There has been very little crime, and that not of a very serious nature ; little or 
no horse stealing, a form of crime very liable to take place in western countries. It 
is most difficult now, with our chain of outposts and constant patrolling, to get away 
from the country with stolen property. 

A number of cases of horse stealing have been reported, which, on investigation, 
turned out to be merely strays. 

The crops have been excellent, but there is, no doubt, a great want felt in the 
no:'thern portion of the Territories—I refer more particularly to Battleford and Prince 
Albert—of an oulet for their surplus grain and produce. Home consumption is all they 
can depend on, and that is very limited at present; this naturally tends to retard pro- 
gress and causes a certain amount of depression, 

This will be rectified, in a great measure, next year, when the Regina and Long 
Lake Railroad reaches the south branch of the Saskatchewan. 

The Indians generally have been very quiet and peaceable. I attribute this 
entirely to the constant supervision kept over the country. 

I think that as the country settles up we will find it necessary to increase and 
extend our patrols. To do this in fairness to the efficency of the force we want more 
men. 

Our capabilities are taxed to the utmost now in furnishing outposts and detach- 
ments, without too much depleting the large centres. 

The northern Indians are improving rapidly towards civilization, particularly 
the Crees, at Onion Lake. They are now in excellent houses, and havea great deal of 
fencing; the reserve has quite the appearance of a thriving settlement. 

I noticed a most marked change since a previous visit to that place in July 1887. 

These Indians also had excellent crops, both grain and roots. 

I also consider that the half-breeds are in a much more satisfied condition than 
in the past; no doubt some require assistance again this year, but I strongly urge 
se it be in the form of work, except in the cases of widows unable to help them- 
selves. 

There are, no doubt, some men who have neither cattle or implements; this pre- 
vented them from taking advantage of the seed grain lent last spring. ; 

Profitable work could be furnished by taking small lots of green cord wood in 
quantities of from one to five cords; those who have not animals to deliver the 
wood with could do the cutting. 
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Whatever assistance is given should certainly be under the supervision and at 
the direction of the officers commanding at Battleford and Prince Albert. 

The force is well outfitted and supplied in every particular; the clothing is good. 
I should like to see a change in the issue of riding breeches. I think one pair could be 
dispensed with, and in its place issue a pair of tweed breeches. These would be most 
comfortable and serviceable for prairie work, of which there is so much. In fact the 
majority of men supply themselves voluntarily with this article. 

The transport is in good condition. A few waggons will be required next year 
to replace some waggons which have been in use a great number of years. 

The last pattern spring waggon requires some alterations; the brake should be 
hung from the reach, instead of from the box, by which way it shoves the box over 
on the bolsters. and reduces the power of itself. The king bolt is also too small and 
the hind spring too delicate. 

The harness is in good order; a few sets are required in each division. 

The saddles are standing well; the pattern supplied by Hutchins, of Winnipeg, 
is an excellent article. 

Numnahs are generally required. I recommend that felt be supplied to each 
division, so that the division saddlers can make numnahs as wanted. 

The carbines are commencing to deteriorate, the Winchester is not, in my opinion, 
a suitable weapon for our service; it is altogether too delicate for rough work. 

The revolver is an excellent arm, and is generally in Al order. The force is 
improving very much in target practice, some excellent shooting has been made, 
with the carbine. 

In revolver practice I think the ammunition is too strong, causing high shoot- 
ing. 

The physique of the force is magnificent—a fine lot of smart, strong young men. 

There has been very little sickness generally. 

I would like to see the artillery together, and formed into a division on the line 
of railway. Maple Creek would be about the most central. This division could do 
all its police duties, and more time could be given to artillery drill than at present 

The guns and harness are in good order, and well cared for. 

A great improvement has taken place in barrack and stable accommodation. 

The men have no reason to complain, as everything is being done for their 
comfort (except in the matter of furniture), and special pains paid to their messing. 

Now that we have got such fine barracks, I think 1t about time that proper 
barrack furniture be supplied. We are still using wooden bed boards, trestles and 
tables. The army iron cots and table trestles could be furnished at a trifle more cost 
than lumber, and be better in every way—certainly cleaner, more healthy and neater 
looking. It is impossible to have a barrack room look smart with wooden furniture. 

I may add that I was lately through the Indian industrial school at Battleford, 
and it struck me forcibly to see nice iron cots furnished to little Indian boys, when 
our men have to sleep on rough boards. 

A telegraph line from Calgary to Edmonton, and one to Fort Macleod, would be 
most advantageous to the prevention of crime, and assist us very much. 

I do not consider that there is adequate fire protection generally throughout the 
force. There 1s now a large amount invested in buildings, and fire appliances should 
be of the best. I would recommend frost-proof tanks at every place, sufficiently high 
to give the required pressure, these to be filled by windmills. 

The roads and bridges in southern Alberta require looking to; in fact, you may 
say, nothing has been done in this respect. At times it is almost impossible to cross 
the streams, owing to high water or ice running. Still it is necessary to get over, 
and at great risk of life to man and horse. 

The liquor law is not working at all satisfactorily, and is no doubt being evaded, 
and would be, even if there were five times as many police as there are. The law is 
unpopular. This accounts for the great difficulty we experience in connection with 
it. It is almost impossible, under the existing state of the law, to get a conviction. 
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Ranching prospects are very good. Last year was a good one for cattle and 
horses. 

A very fine class of thoroughbred stallions is being imported, and in a year or so 
there will be magnificent horses in this country, as fine as any in the world. 

I think a system of increased pay should be adopted for the officers, there is 
no doubt, very little chance of promotion. 

Besides visiting the different portions of the territories, as already stated, I in 
spected “ D” Division, in Kootenay, B. C.,in February, and also brought that division 
out in July through the Crow’s Nest Pass, the first time an armed force has crossed the 
Rocky Mountains, and most successfuly performed. 

1 would recommend that a detachment consisting of one officer and twenty non- 
commissioned officers and constables be sent into Kootenay as soon as travelling is 
possible in the spring and remain there for about one month on patrol. This 
could be done without extra expense, using our own pack train and men as packers. 

I think the presence of a party of our men would be beneficial, and keep up our 
touch with the Kootenay Indians, who are so far very friendly disposed towards us, 
and I think it would be advisable to keep them so. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. M. HERCHMER, 
Assistant Commissioner N. W. M. P. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX B. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF INSPECTING SUPERINTENDENT J. COTTON, 1888. 


Norru-West Mounted Po ics, 
Reatna, 17th December, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to submit my annuul report for 1888. 

In tbe months of January and February | commanded “C” Division, at Battle- 
ford. During this time there were, at intervals, reports to the effect that the Indians 
throughout the district were becoming unsettled. Rumors of different kinds were 
in circulation—the most serious being that runners from the southern Indians 
(the Blackfeet) had come north with a view of using every endeavor to unsettle the 
Crees. 

Careful enquiry brought to light no evidence such as to justify me in the belief 
that any intercourse (beyond ordinary stragglers travelllng about the country) 
between the southern and northern Indians had been kept up. 

On the whole, my experience has been that the Indians in Battleford district 
are peacefully settled on their reserves, and this, I trust, in a permanent manner. I 
do not mean +to say that the reminiscences of the Rebellion have entirely passed 
away. Among the younger spirits the nomadic feeling of unrest does, at times, show 
itself. This feeling is, however, becoming less apparent as years go by 

The Indian reserves in the vicinity of Battleford are as follows :— 


MGOROMIN BHOSOLVG cee. cre ecaicrtieck. sa acseeanenvacaostee 12 miles N.W. 
Stoney ch NS ehh ar oe ert ee Ne Re 15)- oS 8. 
Sweet Grass Sh dem dee Baysba States, ila Se 2 Bod ok Siehad Be ree 18), * W. 
Thonder Chien toes Ae he ca oan ee caee ig: Us N We 
RegheHneasauter 1104 metcrete ecstatic e coocane scene 2b S. 
Poundmaker gO Nit bechaT nae Ce eee Po Pepe ee Nats 30) “NEW. 
Little Pine’s a I Se 9 ee VS pe ee on arg go. UNG WG 


The most distant reserve being the one at Onion Lake, some hundred miles north- 
west of Battleford. At this last named reserve a police detachment is at all times 
maintained. This detachment is inspected by an officer of the Division every month, 
and, through the medium of these inspections, I have at all times had good reports 
of the service rendered the Indian Department by our detachment. 

The other reserves were visited regularly by our patrols, such patrols always 
making careful enquiry as to the general state of the Indians and the nature of their 
employment. The substance of the information so gleaned was submitted to you in 
monthly and weekly reports. I virtually gave up command of “C” Division in 
March last, and have since that time been employed, almost without intermission, 
at the duties appertaining to the position of Inspecting Superintendent. As I com- 
manded ‘‘C” Division for an exceedingly brief period during the present year, I do 
not think it would be judicious on my part to make any recommendations in this 
report which might be classed as those of a strictly divisional nature. Such recom- 
mendations should, I think, come from the officer who succeeded me in command, 
more particularly as this officer has remained at Battleford ever since. I might here 
ask leave to give expression to the keen regret I experienced in Perens from the 
division which I commanded for many years; the efficiency of the division I have— 


and I trust with good reason—always been proud of. 1 have at all times had the 
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hearty support of the officers, non-commissioned officers and men, and I am satisfied 
that you will agree with me in saying that the services which this division has 
rendered, in the north as in the south, have reflected nothing but credit upon the 
Mounted Police Force. 


RENEWALS AND REPAIRS AT BATTLEFORD. 


In my last year’s annual report I called attention to some repairs and renewals 
required on the buildings comprising the Battleford Post. 

As the building appropriation for the entire force was not a large one, but $5,000 
of this appropriation could be set aside for Battleford. With a view of having this 
amount expended in a manner best calculated to be of practical benefit, I, during the 
summer, submitted for your approval a detailed report, which was finally confirmed 
and acted upon by the Department of Public Works. I am glad to say that 
experience has shown that the renewals and repairs so effected were, though naturally 
somewhat restricted, of a very judicious character. I may, I think, safely take for 
granted that a detailed report under this head will be supplied by Inspector Howe. 
I shall, therefore, content myself by saying that the division stationed at Battleford 
is now comfortably housed and that the stable accommodation is good. I think 
special mention should be made of the Battleford hospital. This building, which 
meets all the requirements demanded of it, has been carefully laid out and is well 
finished in every respect. I trust at some future date a verandah may be added. 
Such an addition would oft times prove a boon to convalescent patients. Dr. Aylen 
has always shown much interest in his hospital, the management and appearance of 
which reflects great credit on him 

The Battleford Post is supplied with a powerful hand-engine, a valuable acqui- 
sition, as tending to reduce the chances of loss by accidental fire. 

In the months of May and June the Assistant Commissioner and myself com- 
prised a Board of Survey at Calgary. The proceedings of the board contained a detailed 
report on stores and other articles in charge of the Quartermaster’s department at 
that post. Inthe month of June I also inspected the detachment at Banff; some 
few changes in the personnel of the detachment were made, in accordance with your 
instructions. 

In June I inspected “C” Division at Battleford. During my inspection I ordered 
the assembly of a quarterly board of officers. This was in order to bring about a 
careful stock-taking of all stores and Government property in the district, in order that 
the same might be formally handed over to Inspector Howe’s charge, which was done. 
A report of my inspection I have furnished you with. 

I do not consider it necessary to here give any recapitulation of this report; I 
shall merely add that I found the division in an excellent state of efficiency. 


POST AT LETHBRIDGE AND MACLEOD. 


Several times during the past season I have been called upon to make inspections 
of our posts at Lethbridge and Macleod. The Lethbridge Post is, comparatively 
speaking, a new one. I wish I could say that it had in the first place been well built. 

We benefited to a great extent, however, by some very material improvements 
which were effected under the supervision of the Clerk of Public Works. 

I would venture to remind you that Lethbridge has become a place of very con- 
siderable importance. In the first place, the population has largely increased within 
the year ; then, again, the geographical position is a commanding one. Under our 
present patrol system the division stationed at Lethbridge may be regarded as a 
connecting link between the districts of Maple Creek on the east and Fort Macleod 
on the west. This in itself takes in a very important section of country, and one over 
which a constant and careful police surveillance must ever be maintained. 

If, as I believe is in contemplation, a line of railway is constructed from Leth- 
bridge southward into Montana our police duties will be greatly increased. In any 
case Lethbridge must always be the headquarters of a division; in the summer 


months permanent outposts (camps) are established at different points. When these 
outpost detachments are absent from the head-quarters of their division the post at 
Lethbridge is large enough to meet all requirements, but during the winter months, 
when most of the detachments are called in, the barrack accommodation is decidedly 
limited. More store room is also needed; I would recommend that the attention of 
the Public Works Department be called to this. From my experience in the southern 
district, | am strongly of opinion that permanent outposts (barrack accommodation 
and stables) from Lethbridge should be built. This will effect a very considerable 
saving in the wear and tear of horse flesh ; it will also further the efficiency of the 
detachments as well as the comfort of the non-commissioned officers and men com- 
prising them. In this respect one step in the right direction has been taken; a good 
and substantial outpost has been built on the Milk River ridge. I am satisfied that 
the experience gained from the erection of such outposts will, during the coming 
winter, bear out and strengthen the recommendation I have just made. 


VeAos SoG Sees 


WATER SUPPLY; 

The question of a suitable water supply at Lethbridge is an important one. I 
fear the formaticn of the soil, together with the extremely high altitude of the post 
above the river bed, will render well-digging almost impossible. 

The North-West Coal and Navigation Company pump by steam from the river 
below all water required for railway and other purposes. This water they bring up 
to the level of our post. I believe with a moderate outlay, doubtless embracing a 
rental to the North-West Coal and Navigation Company, that inexpensive water- 
pipes could be laid down and the company’s system of water supply extended to the 
barracks. At present there is, practically speaking, no protection against fire. 


FORT MACLEOD. 


Fort Macleod, which is now the headquarters of two divisions, “D” and “1H,” 
should, if this state of affairs is to be continued, also receive additional barrack 
accommodation. At this post the stable accommodation has been added to; the new 
stable now in course of construction is. being built of excellent lumber; the work- 
manship, as far as one can judge at present, is also good. 


Fort Macleod, like Lethbridge (though not to as great an extent), is also lacking 
in water supply. This want, however, can be overcome, at little cost. A 
good supply of water is obtainable from what I believe to be an inexhaustible 
spring lying some 200 yards west of the post. Water from this spring 
could, with a wind-mill (water-pipes, of course, being laid down) be pumped to a 
tank or reservoir placed in the centre of the barrack square. By placing this tank 
at a height of some 75 feet. above the level of the ground good pressure would be 
obtainable in case of fire. From this source all buildings could, by pipes, be easily 
supplied with water. Macleod Post is fortunate in having a good chain of permanent 
outposts. 


TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION, 


I trust these outposts may, at an early date, be put in telephonic communication 
with the barracks. I would also recommend that the post at Medicine Hat be placed 
in telephonic communication with the town. This post is situated on the west side 
of the South Saskatchewan River, while the town is on the east side. By using the 
C. P. R. telegraph poles (which I am sure there would be no objection to) telephone 
instruments could be connected with small outlay. Telephones are also required to 
connect the town of Maple Creek with the police barracks at that place. The dis- 
tance from point to point would be about three miles. In the case of Battleford, I 
might mention that the Government Telegraph Service has already established tele- 
phonic communication between the police barracks and the town. 
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INSPECTION OF “‘B”’ DIVISION. 


In accordance with your instructions, I inspected ‘‘B” Division, under command 
of Superintendent E. W. Jarvis. My inspection took place when the headquarters 
were at Wood Mountain. As this is the only inspection of “B” Division which has 
taken place during the summer season, and as I am aware that you were unable te 
visit the post yourself, I shall here submit a somewhat detailed report. 


BUILDINGS, 


With regard to the buildings comprising the post at Wood Mountain, attached 
herewith will be found a general plan (not printed), with explanatory notes shown 
thereon, On this plan is shown inred, a proposed barrack rodm and proposed additional 
stable, both of which are, I think, necessary, and could be erected at small cost. 

Building No. 1 was built on contract let to Mr McCrea; cost, $1,100, the only 
extras being the storm windows supplied. JI am informed, by your orders. This 
building is anexcellentone; it is used for officer’s quarters and offices, the size being 
50 ft. by 18 ft., one storey, 8 ft. high, with kitchen 14 ft. by 10 ft. The kitchen was 
not on contract; it was built by the division carpenter. ‘'o save wear and tear, Ithink 
this kitchen should be painted with as little delay as possible, and would recommend 
that authority be given Superintendent Jarvis to do so. 

The whole building is frame, sided outside, and tar-paper sealed inside; roof, 
tar-paper and shingles; it has two galvanized iron chimneys. It also has a good 
cellar 6, ft. by 8 ft. I attach herewith separate ground plan of this building, scale 
4 inch to a foot. 

Buildings Nos 2 and 3o0n general plan were built by contract let to Mr. 
McDonald. They are both under the same roof, log buildings, well mudded ; roof, 
mud and hay ; both buildings floored. 

No. 2 is 31 ft. by 18 ft. No. 3, 18 ft by 18 ft. 

No. 2 was orginally built for Quartermaster’s store, but I found it being used as 
troop mess and saddle-room. 

No. 3 was originally built as hospital and drug store, now being used as Sergeants 
mess. 

Building No. 4 on general plan is of same construction as Nos. 2 and 3. _ Its size 
is 20 ft. by 18 ft. It was intended originally for a blacksmith’s shop, but was used 
during the past season as a cook-house. Each building has a galvanized iron chimney. 
The cost of the three buildings $860-——a reasonable price. 

Building No.5 is a stable, 50 ft. by 16 ft., 8 ft. high; was built by contract let to Mr. 
Goudry ; cost $400. Itis built of logs; is well mudded; pole roof, covered with hay 
and earth; stalls for eight horses. It has a small partition in one end, making a 
room 8 ft. by 16 ft., which is now being used as troop store, but is much too small 
for the purpose. 

Building Nos. 8, 9 and 10 (see general plan) collectively comprise large bank 
stable, of which I attach herewith separate plan. This bank stable was built by 
contract let to Mr. McDonald. It is 200 ft. by 16 ft., 10 ft. high at back, 8 ft. high in 
front ; excavation at back; back and ends lined with logs outside of posts; front filled 
in with logs between posts; roof, poles, hay and earth. It has six double doors and 
eighteen windows. On top of stable three good trap-doors are let in. 

Hay Corral No. 11 (on general plan) adjoins the stable. Inside of the stable is a 
good well, 4 ft. square, 14 ft. deep, well cribbed; the supply of water is 4 ft. 

Building No, 7 (on general plan) is a latrine 5 ft. by 4 ft.; was built by division 
carpenter ; lumber supplied by Quartermaster. 

With regard to my recommendation as to new buildings required :— 


Ist. With regard to No. 6 (see general plan). This isa proposed barrack room 
94 ft. by 20 ft., to be divided into three, that is two partitions. Paldie could be of 
logs, built in same manner as buildings 2, 3 and 4, already described. The cost I 
estimate would be about $1,200. The men could mess in these barrack rooms. 
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2nd. A cook-house (not shown on sketch) 20 ft. by 12 ft.; is required; this 
building to be of the same construction as proposed barrack room and to be con- 
nected therewith by passage. 

3rd. An additional new stable is also required (see No. 12 on general plan). The 
proposed stable should be 60 ft. by 16 ft., to be of same construction as bank stables. 

4th. A good well in barrack square is urgently required. It is reasonable to 
pane that a good supply of water could be obtained at a depth of 24 ft. I might 

ere note that the present supply of drinking water has to be obtained from a spring 
situated some 500 yards south-east of post, while water for washing purposes is 
obtained from a creek some 300 yards north-west. 

I might mention that the present pst is situated some 250 yards east of the old 
site. It is on good high ground and well located. As to the old post, the only build- 
ings remaining are officers’ quarters, blacksmith’s shop and Quarter-master’s store. 
All these buildings are now in the last stage of decay and only fit for firewood. 

Out of the stable appropriation for Wood Mountain district $210 was paid for 
Long Bank stable, also $40 for purchase of ranche building from the Home Land 
and Cattle Company. This building is situated seven miles west of present post. 
The expenditures of stable appropriation above alluded to leave a balance of $250 
for the purpose of building five patrol stables at different points, suggested as follows 
say, one at McDonald’s Creek, 32 miles west of post; one at White Mud River, 65 
miles west of post; one about 40 miles east of Willow Bunch, on patrol line through 
Dirt Hills; one near Buffalo Coulee, on same patrol line further east, say 120 miles 
east of Wood Mountain post; one about 40 miles west of Wood End, which is 
Inspector McGibbon’s headquarters. Superintendent. Jarvis assures me that these 
patrol stables could be built for $50 each. 


HAY. 


I find Superintendent. Jarvis had authority to purchase on contract 75 tons of hay 
for use at Wood Mountain, and 25 tons for Willow Bunch. The contracts at Wood Moun- 
tain were let to S. Briggs, P. Bonneau, jr., and A. Goudry, each man getting 25 tons 
at $10.50 per ton. At Willow Bunch N. Lacerte got contract for 40 tons at $9.40 per 
ton. 

I believe the best hay procurable has been obtained at both places. The horses 
eat the hay freely, and like it. I ordered more poles to be put on the stack at Wood 
Mountain, and gave instructions as to the construction of the stack at Willow Bunch, 
which work was being proceeded with as I passed that place. 

On the 1st November the total quantity of hay on hand at both places was about 
80 tons. 


RATIONING OF OFFICERS, NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND MEN. 


During the past season the rationing of the officers, non-commissioned officers 
and men at Wood Mountain and Willow Bunch was done by contract, the contract 
being let to Mr. Farrill. 

While at Wood Mountain I visited the division at meal hours and carefully 
inspected the rations supplied. There was abundance of everything, and all of good 
quality. No man had the slightest complaint to make, and I am quite satisfied that 
during the term mentioned the division was well fed. I believe this plan of rationing 
the men on outpost duty is a good one, and I believe it also to be economical. In 
saying this I, of course, make allowance for cost of transport, were rations supplied 
in the ordinary way. Then, again, feeding adivision by contract largely reduces the 
number of employed men, and by so doing increases its efficiency, every non-commis- 
missioned officer and man being available for prairie work. 


WILLOW BUNCH DETACHMENT FOR WINTER. 


The detachment at Willow Bunch during the coming winter are boarded by Mr. 


J. Legaré, at a cost of $1 per day for each manand horse. Legaré supplies everything 
for the men and stabling for the horses. Police supply hay and oats. 


KIT INSPECTION. 


While at Wood Mountain I held kit inspection, and was much pleased with the 
result. With the exception of a very few trifling complaints, which Superintendent 
Jarvis will bring to your notice, the men’s kits were in excellent condition. 


MUSTER OF HORSES. 


I mustered and inspected the horses of the division and found them in good 
order. 


PATROLLING AND GENERAL DUTY. 


T would call your attention to Superintendent Jarvis’ patrol map. I believe his 
district to have been thoroughly well patrolled; furthermore that the duty 
devolving upon Superintendent Jarvis and his command has in my opinion been per- 
formed ina manner which reflects great credit on the Force. 

I was much pleased with the appearance of the non-commissioned officers and 
men, and am satisfied the division is in a very efficient state. 

I trust next season that some suitable allowance may be made for the main- 
tenance of the officers’ mess. 


ARTILLERY BRANCH. 


With regard to the artillery branch. our armament consist of 9-pounder and 
7-pounder mountain guns. I last year pointed out that the 9-pounder M. L. R. guns, 
though a suitable arm for ordinary field batteries are certainly not what we require. 
In the first place, any division to which 9-pounder guns were attached would require 
to be largely augmented in horses. One of these guns in travelling any distance 
requires six horses and harness. We are without ammunition waggons, which on 
active service would have to be supplied. For this purpose I have no doubt we 
could improvise some of our heavy waggons. For each waggon a four-horse team 
would be necessary. The 9-pounder guns weigh 8 cwt. (English standard), 

They could not be moved as rapidly as would be required were an attempt made 
to have them act in unison with a purely cavalry force. ‘The Royal Horse Artillery 
gun of the same calibre is lighter than those we have. Even the Royal Horse 
Artillery gun is heavier than we require. We would never need so formidable an 
arm in indian warfare. With a much lighter gun our artillery branch would attain 
all the efficiency and power desirable. I would recommend that a Nordenfeldt 
Machine Gun, with galloping carriage, be attached to each division. Of course, what 
I have said of the 9-pounder M. L. R. guns applies to the difficulties arising in their 
transport. I have no doubt that in some cases they might be found useful about 
our posts, 

Now, with regard to the 7 pounder mountain guns, it must be conceded that, as 
mountain guns we will never require to use them. In all we have six 7-pounder 
guns; two of them are of the latest pattern (steel) and are furnished with wrought 
iron carriage and limbers of the field-gun pattern, with side-arms complete. These 
two guns are thus thoroughly serviceable. The remaining four 7-pounder guns 
(bronze) are of much older pattern, and came to this country originally on the Red 
River expedition. The carriages and limbers appertaining to these bronze guns are 
all absolutely unserviceable ; these carriages and limbers were manufactured in this 
country some years ago from the limited material then at hand. Unless they are 
to be entirely set aside, it will be necessary to furnish new carriages aud limbers; no 
part of the old ones are of the slightest use. If it is considered advisable to expend 
any money in mounting these guns on suitable carriages, one of the two following 
plans must be adopted :— 
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First. The purchase of wrought iron carriages and limbers, with side-arms 

complete, from the Imperial authorities in England, or 
Saga The manufacture in this country of suitable wooden carriages and 
limbers. 

Taking into consideration the fact that the purchase of wrought iron carriages 
and limbers would entail an expense of something like $2,000, I believe the second 
plan proposed would, on the whole, be the better. 

If neither of those suggestions are acted on, I would recommand that the 7- 
pounder bronze guns be sent to head quarters and turned into store. 


CLOTHING AND KIT, 


I have again to bear testimony to the excellence of the different articles of kit 
supplied to the non-commissioned officers and men. After the discarding of the blue 
cavalry cloak, previously supplied from England, some difficulty was experienced in 
replacing it by a serviceable grey one. This difficulty has now, I hope, been over- 
come. Our present sealed pattern grey cloak represents, I believe, a serviceable 
article. I make the following quotation from my annual report of last year. Itstill 
applies with equal force: For years I have been in favour of discarding helmets and 
forage caps. To my mind both furnish wretched head-dress. I think the forage 
caps may be replaced by large soft felt hats. Such a hat is in general use by the 
United States troops serving in the west. 

Our underclothing is excellent, though the socks are decidedly longer than they 
need be, particularly when it is borne in mind that they are worn with riding- 
breeches. 

It appears to me the day has arrived when anything in the shape of a red coat 
for prairie work should be discarded. I am in sympathy with the recommendations 
made last year by Superintendent Jarvis, and I hope a prairie suit may yet be issued 
to us. Such suit should be of a neutral color, made of material which is commonly 
known as “velveteen cord,” and consisting of riding-breeches and loose coat with 
pockets—the old-fashioned Norfolk jacket is, I think, the most suitable pattern. The 
cost of such a suit as I have roughly described could, as I notice Superintendent 
Jarvis recommends, easily be defrayed by dispensing with some of the articles of kit 
now issued, 


BEDS FOR BARRACK ROOMS, 


I would call your attention to the fact that the supply of iron beds, latest Imperial 
folding pattern, are required for all barrack rooms. 'The ordinary boards and trestles 
furnish the men with a wretched substitute for a bed, and, at best, present a sorry 
appearance in the barrack room. 


WINCHESTER CARBINES. 


I am of opinion that the Winchester carbines with which the force is armed 
are not well suited to our wants. 


RIFLE SHOOTING THROUGHOUT THE FORCE. 


Rifle shooting throughout the force has become a favorite pastime. In many 
of the Divisions capital rifle associations have been formed. It is, I think, impossible 
to over-estimate the good results arising therefrom. Unless some interest 1s 
taken in rifle shooting but little good arises from the annual practice. I would 
recommend that the purchase of ammunition on re-payment be reduced ; such a 
step would encourage rifle practice, and is well calculated to make the younger 
members of the Force expert in the use of the rifle. 
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LIQUOR LAWS. 


The present prohibitory clauses in the North-West Territories Act have, 
during the past year, been largely discussed throughout the Territories. Such dis- 
cussions have taken place in the public press and at many public meetings. As the 
subject has, during the recent session of the Legislative Assembly, been discussed in 
detail by the representatives of the different clectoral divisions, it is, I think, safe to 
presume that the Government has thus been placed in possession of the different 
views entertained throughout the territorial electoral divisions. 


The large number of appeal cases—that is, appeals made from magistrates to 
Supreme Court—has, I think, brought out many points worthy of consideration, with 
a view of bringing about some desirable amendments in the Act. 

Take this point for instance: One of the learned judges before whom appeals 
were heard holds that any one bringing in liquor under, the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
permit may transfer such liquor to other residents of the Territories who are not 
themselves in possession of permits; and further, that people so0 receiving liquor are 
not liable to punishment by fine or imprisonment. 

My last desire is to criticise in the slightest degree the legality of such judg- 
ment. I may, however, add that if this is the correct reading of the Act it will here- 
after certainly handicap the police in their efforts to suppress illegal liquor traffic. 


AMENDMENT TO NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES ACT. 


During the past year the North-West Territories Act has been so amended as to 
allow of the seizure and confiscation of any waggons or vehicles in which liquor is 
captured. In the southern portion of the Territories this amendment has been found 
to clash somewhat with the conditions of the Customs Act. I trust the conditions of 
the North-West Territories and Customs Acts may hereafter be clearly defined, this 
in such a manner as to define clearly under which Act each seizure, as it is mado, 
should be dealt with. 


POLICE ACT. 


The clause in the North-West Mounted Police Act under which deserters are 
tried and punished requires amendment. If such an amendment is made I trust it 
will admit of deserters arrested in any portion of the Dominion being brought back 
to the Territories for trial, if such action is considered advisable by the Commissioner. 


CROPS. 


In every portion of the Territories through which I have travelled I have heard 
good reports of this season’s crops. Never in the history of the Territories has so 
much grain been produced; there can be no doubt whatsoever that this has given a 
new and increased impetus to the farming industry. 


RANCHING. 


In the sguthern portion of the Territories, where the ranching industry is 
extensively carried on, this year’s reports are most favorable, and I am satisfied that 
when the spring “ round-up” takes place, the results arising therefrom will be of 
such a character that favorable comment will be made on the capabilities of the 
Territories as a ranching country. I might also note that this year a very con- 
siderable quantity of grain has been grown in southern Alberta. I mention this, as 
In s0me quarters an idea appears to prevail that this portion of the Territories is not 
capable of producing grain. 
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During your absence on duty from headquarters I, as a general rule, remained 
in command. I have always received every assistance and support from the officers 
and non-commissioned officers, for which I wish to place on record my thanks and 
sense of appreciation. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN COTTON, 
Inspecting Superintendent. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 


APPENDIX C. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT J. H. McILLREH, “E” DIVISION, 
NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE, 1888. 


Norru-West Movuntep Povice, 
CaLa@aRy, 14th December, 1888. 


Str,—I beg to forward for your consideration my annual report for the twelve 
months ended 30th November, 1888. 


GENERAL STATE OF DISTRICT 


I consider to be good. The past season has been a favorable one for agricultural 
pursuits, as well as for ranching interests. This section has been free from any 
causes calculated to retard the growth and welfare of the country and its inhabitants. 

There has not been any large amount of immigration during the past season ; 
still there has been a reasonable amount, and, as far as I can learn, of a desirable 
class of settlers. The town of Calgary continues to steadily grow, and during the 
past season some fine buildings have been erected and others are now in course of 
construction. 

Anthracite, which grew very rapidly, and promised to be a large place, suddenly 
collapsed by the shutting down of the anthracite coal mines located there, and is now 
nearly deserted. I believe, however, that these mines will eventually be re-opened, 
when prosperity will return to Anthracite. 

At Banff there have been considerable changes during the past year. The 
Canadian Pacific Railway moved their station about a couple of miles further west, 
and the old station is now deserted, everyone having moved up to the townsite. 
The new Canadian Pacific Railway Hotel was opened early in the season, and a great 
many people have visited the Park, both for pleasure and seeking health. 

Canmore, the end ofa division, has a population nearly all composed of employées 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

Gleichen, also the end of a division, is slowly making its way, a few buildings 
having been erected during the past year, amongst them an hotel, which was badly 
needed. 

At a point near the trail from Blackfoot Crossing to Macleod a new colony has 
been started. The settlement is called “Queenstown,” and is under the auspices of 
the Canadian Pacific Colonization Corporation, who have colonization, grazing and 
coal interests in the immediate vicinity. It is in its infancy as yet. 

The Canadian Agricultural Coal and Colonization Company, of which Sir John 
Lester-Kaye is manager, have started farms at the following points in this district: 
Bantry, Namaka and Langdon. Extensive buildings are being erected and early 
next spring large tracts of land are to be broken and put under crop and the farms 
stocked with horses, cattle, sheep and pigs. Calgary is the distributing point for 
the northern country, and a large quantity of freight is carried by trail. A cheese 
factory has been started about twenty miles from Calgary up the Elbow River, and I 
hear the product of this factory very highly spoken of. 

- oe Kau Claire Company have a saw mill at Calgary and turn out a large quantity 
of lumber. 


6 steer Walker has a saw mill at Kananaskis and there is a small mill on Sheep 
reek, 
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Taking everything into consideration, I consider the general condition of this 
section to be highly prosperous. I left here in November, 1883, and returned in the 
same month of 1887. In these four years there have been remarkable developments. 
Where the country had been a bare waste it is now settled up, and on every side there 
appear good farm houses, miles upon miles of fencing and numerous little settlements, 
with school house, church, ete. 


CRIME. 


There has been an absence of serious crime in this district during the past twelve 
months. There has not been a single case of homicide. There have been very few 
cases of assault with murderous weapons. Most cases have been for infractions of 
liquor laws and larceny, principally of horses. There have been a good many horses 
reported missing but not many well founded cases of stealing. The past season was 
a bad one for flies, with some very severe hail storms, and many horses reported as 
being stolen simply strayed and were eventually recovered, either by the police or 
their owners. 

Early in the season several complaints were made by settlers of losing a single 
horse, and if they advertised, offering a reward, the missing animal usually turned up 
promptly. This kind of thing looked suspicious and was hard to bring home to 
anyone. 

dA But few cases of cattle killing have been reported. Iam quite aware that there 
is a certain amount of it goes on, but in any cattle district, particularly where large 
numbers of Indians have their reserves, there will always be a few cattle killed. The 
settlers do not always report when they lose stock in this way, as many of them 
have the idea that if they lay information against an Indian and get him punished, 
other Indians will kill more of their cattle by way of retaliation. 

I am of opinion, however, that taking into consideration the number of Indians 
in this section and the vast tract of country over which stock range there is very 
little cattle killing. 

Settlers complain that during their absence from home their houses are broken 
into and money and portable articles stolen. Frequent patrolling has put a stop in 
a great measure, to this, and lately I have had nocomplaints of this kind. Bearing 
in mind, however, the large floating population that there always is in a new country 
like this, it is a matter of congratulation that there is so little crime of a serious 
nature to report. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 


During the past year this section has been thoroughly patrolled. 

For the winter months small patrols were sent out principally to visit south of 
here. The outpost near Stimson’s ranche patrolled High River country. 

From Gleichen, patrols visited the two reserves frequently, and the Rosebud 
country once a week. 

Detachment at Morley visited every one in that section of the country, and there 
were two men stationed at Scarlett’s, 40 miles north on the Edmonton trail. 

On the 23rd May Inspector Wattam left here with a party to reinforce the 
Gleichen detachment, making a strong patrol of twenty-five men. Mr. Wattam very 
efficiently performed the duties entrusted to him. 

The reserves were visited daily, Indian horses mustered and examined at 
intervals, branded stock taken charge of, and that section thoroughly patrolled on 
both sides of the river, up north as far as the Rosebud and south to the Little Bow, 
and up to the mouth of High River, and east and west along the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, as far as circumstances necessitated. This patrol remained out until some 
time after the Indians’ payments on the Blackfoot Reserve, when the extra men and 
horses were brought in and the detachment at Gleichen was reduced to its winter 
strength. 
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Small patrols were constantly sent out in different directions, down the Bow River 
to mouth of High River, along Sheep Creek and the Elbow River, up the Bow River 
and to Beaver Dam on the north and Jumping Pond on the south. 

I increased the detachment for a while at Morley. It takes but a short time to 
write what patrols have been sent out, but it represents a lot of work done by mem- 
bers of the division, and well done, as I am led to believe by the testimony of many 
settlers. 

The following are the present outposts :—Gleichen, Stimson’s, on middle fork of 
High River; Scarletts, 40 miles north on Edmonton trail; Morley, Canmore, Banff 
and Laggan. It is proposed to establish at once small detachments at the Industrial 
School, mouth of High River, another at some point up on Sheep Creek and a third 
on the Sarcee Reserve. 

As soon as the Mines re-open at Anthracite a strong detachment will be required 
there. If mines are developed at Cochrane men will also require to be stationed there. 

In view of the large amount of travel between here and Macleod, I would recom- 
mend the establishment of a post at Mosquito Creek ; parties are constantly meeting 
there, and I think it would be preferable to have buildings of our own with a good 
stable. That section of the country requires to be patrolled more than it has been in 
the past, there being several large cattle ranches on Mosquito Creek and the Little 
Bow. 

At present, besides the work done by the permanent outposts a patrol goes out 
from here weekly to the Industrial School and mouth of High River, and once a fort- 
night to Beaver Dam. Outside of these, special parties are sent out, as occasion requires, 
to Sheep Creek, up the Elbow River, etc., so that no part of the country remains long 
unvisited. 

The total distance travelled by the horses of this division during the year was 
121,179 miles. 


ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT 


Has consisted, of the most part, in keeping Indians on their reserves and 
attending the annual payments. 

Indians are continually straying off their reserves to hang about Calgary. By 
the request of the Indian Department these stragglers are sent back to their reserves 
if they have not a pass from their agent. All the money for Indian payments in this 
section was sent tomy care. At Gleichen Inspector Wattam took charge of the 
money on its arrival and attended payments at Blackfoot Reserve for four days with 
a party of one non-commissioned officer and six men. Inspector Snyder took over 
money here from the express office for the Sarcee payments and took money to 
reserve and attended payments with a party of one non-commissioned officer and 
four men. Money for payments of Indians in Edmonton district was also sent here 
to my care, and on the 10th September this money was sent from here under an escort 
as far as the crossing of Red Deer River, where a party from “G” Division 
took it over. 

Mr. Cornish, agent at Sarcee Reserve, was sent last month with a team, teamster 
and my interpreter to the detachment at middle fork of High River, where he was 
furnished with saddle horses to proceed to the spot where a Stoney Indian had been 
wounded by some Indians talking the Blackfoot language. I have on several 
occa.ions had to send a party to the Industrial School at the request of Rev. Father 
Claude, to remove Indians who were camping there and making themselves 
obnoxious by trying to get the Indian children to leave the school. 


ASSISTANCE TO RAILROADS. 
I have not been called upon to render any special assistance to the Canadian 


Pacific Railway, the only railroad in this section during the past twelve months. 
There have been no strikes or disturbances of any kind. 
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DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETC. 


Karly last spring drill was commenced at this post and continued until the 
number of men away on patrol and other duties left the strength in barracks so small 
that drill was not practicable. Everyone, however, in barracks during the time drill 
was carried on, underwent a course of both mounted and dismounted drill, and the 
non-commissioned officers a course of sword exercise. 

I regret that I have not been able to put the division through a course of target 
pratice. The chief difficulty here is the want of arange. There is no place available 
close to the barracks, and some range will have to be selected and acquired for our 
own use. 

At Maple Creek, where I was stationed last, the range was directly behind the 
barracks and the men did plenty of independent practice, and there was hardly a 
man in the division that was not a fair shot at least. Here men have no opportunity 
to practice. Most of the men of the division have done their revolver practice for 
the year. 

The Winchester ammunition in store here is good. I consider the revolver 
cartridge too heavy as to charge. I think for all work the old issue cartridge is 
much superior. I never saw anyone but made better shooting with it than with the 
new cartridge, and it is just as affective at the ranges at which a revolver is generally 
used for the purpose of killing. 


PHYSIQUE. 


The physique of the Division is good, the men being mostly young, strong 
fellows, who can stand any amount of riding, hard work, and hardships of all kinds. 
Members of the force are not now called upon to undergo so many hardships as 
those who served in the earlier days; still, when called upon, men serving at the 
present time can stand any work or weather. I have noticed many young men on 
joining the Force, who did not look particularly strong, to fill out and harden, and 
develop into splendid specimens of manhood. The average hight of members of this 
division is 5ft. 94in.; the average chest measurement is 37} in., and the average 
weight is 158 lbs. I have compiled these measurements from descriptive roll of each 
man, taken when he enlisted. In many cases chest measurements have increased. 


RECRUITS. 


A few men offering themselves for enlistment in the force have been engaged, 
some of whom have been retained here, and others sent to headquarters. Some few 
have been rejected, owing to physical causes, others as not coming up to the standard 
height required. No large number offer themselves for enlistmentat this point. 


HEALTH. 


The general health of the division has been good. Owing to men having to live 
in the old barrack rooms, and for want of sufficient room, being too crowded during 
the winter months, there were numerous instances of minor disorders. This will, I 
trust, in a great measure cease when the new baracks are completed, when the rooms 
occupied will be lofty and well ventilated. The principal disorders are diarrhea, 
headache, and various functional disturbances, due, I think, in a great measure, 
to the sudden changes of temperature experienced in this section. Some few men 
suffer from rheumatism, and there have been a couple of cases of fever. Iam _ glad 
to report that there has been a very large decrease in preventible diseases. Accidents, 
such as kicks from horses, horses falling with their riders, help to swell the sick list, 
but, taking into consideration the immense amount of riding done in the course of a 
year and the constant handling of horses, the number of men injured is very small, 
and in no case has any very serious injury been sustained, which, I consider, reflects 
creditably on the carefulness of the men and the docility of the horses, 
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I regret to have to record that one death occurred during the past year. 

Sergeant Taylor, an experienced athlete, was practising on the bar, when, by 
some means, he lost his hold, and falling, injured his spinal column, dying in the 
hospital some weeks afterwards. His death was a matter of universal regret, not 
only to his comrades in this division but to the force in general, he being especially 
esteemed by all whoknew him. At the present moment there is not a member of 
the division in hospital, the only inmate being a young fellow of “ D” Division, who 
was sent in here off patrol suffering from a severe case of inflammatory rheumatism. 
In comnection with the general subject of health, I would beg to refer to Banff. 
There is no doubt that the baths there are most beneficial in some forms of disease, 
and I would respectfully suggest that a building, with a few rooms, be built at a suit- 
able locality at Banff, close to the hot springs, where members of the force could stop 
free of charge to undergo treatment. ,A man could be put in charge of the build- 
ing and to attend to the sick men, and some arrangement could, I think, be made with 
one of the hotels to board the men reasonably, by turning in their rations on 
account. At present the rates are so high at the hotels that but few men can 
afford to take advantage of the baths. I would also suggest that bathing in the basin 
and cave, which are under the control of the Government, be free to members of the 
force. At present we are charged the same rates as the general public 


RATIONS AND LIGHT. 


The rations supplied by the contractors are good, with the exception of the 
ground coffee, which is poor. I have had no complaints concerning any other 
article of rations. The coal oil is inferior, The contractors state it is the standard 
called for by contract, best Canadian coal oil, but it has decidedly poor illuminating 
power. I believe it is the intention to light the new barracks by electricity. 


KITS, CLOTHING, ETC. 


The members of the division are fully equipped in the matter of clothing ; the 
only articles being short are sheets and winter overcoats. 

Owing to scarcity of buffalo robes, some other material must be substituted for 
winter overcoats. I received some long cow-skin coats last winter, but the dyeing 
of the skins appears to rot them and they quickly tear and are useless. A late issue 
of buffalo coats has now put this division in good shape for winter patrolling. The 
grey overcoats now issued are not nearly as serviceable as the old blue pattern. They 
are not water-proof, and are cumbersome for men to carry on their saddles when on 
ores in spring, summer and fall, and are a terrible weight when soaked with rain. 

would suggest the issue of a water-proof, or “slicker,” as called in this country, for 
use of men on patrol. If too expensive to be issued generally, enough might be 
furnished each division to issue on loan to men during patrol work. They are easy 
to carry on the saddle and warm enough for the time of year during which they 
would be used. Many men complain of the socks as being too heavy for summer 
wear. I think a lighter quality might, with advantage, be supplied for wear in hot 
weather, it being left to the man’s discretion what quality he draws. The riding 
breeches give satisfaction. Tunics and serges are up to standard. In a man’s five 
years’ service he is issued two helmets and one fur cap. I consider that one 
helmet will last a man well for his term of service, and that he requires two fur caps. 
Many men, I know, have to buy a second fur cap. The prices of the helmet and fur 
cap are the same. 


ARMS AND ARTILLERY. 


The division is fully equipped with the 76 pattern Winchester carbine 
and the new Enfield revolver. Many of the carbines are the worse for wear, having 
seen a good deal of service. Most of them require the barrels to be re-browned, the 
barrels being bright on the outside and difficult, of course, in that state, to keep free 
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from rust. Some few of the barrels inside are honeycombed and worn, thus inter- 
fering materially with the accuracy of the shooting. There have been several cases 
of the stocks breaking at the small by horses falling. If it is the intention to retain 
this pattern carbine as the arm of the force there are quite a few now in use that 
should be replaced by new ones. The revolvers are all comparatively new and 
mostly in a state of repair. As I remarked in another place, the revolver ammunition 
is too powerful, and I much prefer the old issue. The charge of powder is so strong 
that it is difficult to hold the revolver steady. Aim has to be taken so much below 
the object aimed at that shooting is almost universally high. In watching a man 
shoot it will be seen that the muzzle of the revolver is thrown up very much at each 
discharge. A few men make good shooting, but many do not who would make fair 
scores with the old cartridge. A few lighter revolvers, of smaller calibre, have been 
issued for use of men on train duty. 

I have no artillery in my division or artillery stores of any kind. There are 
stored here a number of Enfield rifies, a few revolvers and some ammunition 
belonging to the Militia Department. 


DESERTIONS. 


During the past year there have been four desertions from this division, all of 
them being men of very indifferent character. Constable Wilson, who was enlisted 
here, and had only served a few months, was caterer and cook for the mens’ mess, and 
decamped with some of the mess funds. 

Constable Dennis, who had just been sentenced to twelve months’ imprison- 
ment with hard labor for some serious breaches of discipline, escaped from the 
provost guard whilst the greater part of men in barracks were absent at Sergeant 
Taylor’s funeral. Constable Sherman, a decidedly bad character, deserted from Banff, 
and Constable Lines deserted on 12th November whilst a patient in hospital One 
man who deserted from this post over a year ago gave himself up the beginning of 
last month, and is now undergoing a term of imprisonment. 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS, 


The number of men having accounts at the Savings Bank is twenty-one, and the 
total amount deposited by them during the year was $2,078.11. 


INSPECTION OF DIVISION, 


The division at headquarters, Calgary, has been inspected on several occasions 
by yourself, and also by the Assistant Commissioner, who, when in barracks, makes a 
weekly inspection every Saturday. You have also visited and inspected detachments 
at Banff, High River and Scarlett’s. The detachment at Banff is inspected once a 
month by myself, the detachment at High River is inspected once every six weeks 
by an officer, and that at Gleichen once a week. The smaller detachments are 
inspected less frequently. In addition to kit inspection, that of arms and accoutrements 
are held at stated intervals. Horses are inspected once a week to examine shoeing, 
and that they are correctly numbered and branded. Horses on herd are visited twice 
a week by the staff veterinary sergeant, who examines them carefully and reports as 
to their condition. 


HORSES. 


The horses of the division are for the most part of a high class, young and in 
good order. I have orders to sell two at a fixed price which are not up to standard 
of work required, and there are a few others that will likely be recommended to be 
cast in spring. During the year four horses have died or been destroyed from acci- 
dental causes. A horse on detachment at Banff dislocated his shoulder and had to be 
destroyed. A team ran away at this post, the bit breaking in one of the horses 
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mouths, and before they could be stopped they ran over a pile of wood and one broke 
his leg and had to be destroyed. A horse transferred to Maple Creek died from 
injuries received, I believe, in crowding through the gate of a corral ; and the fourth, a 
remount, broke the bone of one of his fore arms in a very singular manner, and of 
course had to be destroyed. There has not been a single case of death from natural 
causes. Seven horses were cast and sold at public auction, and brought good prices. 
Twelve were transferred to other divisions and thirty new horses were received in 
the division. The remounts purchased and posted to this division have turned out 
well. They were mostly very poor in condition when bought, but have filled out and 
improved wonderfully. They range from fifteen hands upwards, appear most of 
them to have good, sound constitutions, were easy to break and are wonderfully free 
from vice. Most of them were out on patrol work the greater part of the summer. 
There are always a certain number of horses on the sick list suffering from sprains 
and other minor disorders, and in every case where a horse gets run down in condi- 
tion from any cause, after some extra feeding in stables he is turned out to run at herd 
until he recovers his strength. At present there is some slight epidemic running 
through the stables ; every horse nearly is coughing, but the veterinary staff sergeant 
is watching them closely and does not apprehend that it will be anything serious. 
Horses in stables are exercised every day that the weather permits. From _ the 
attached mileage return some idea can be formed of the amount of work done and the 
distances travelled by the horses of the division. Some few have been running out 
at herd the greater part of the year and will be all ready for work when required. In 
connection with the horses, I would beg to refer. to the shoeing. I consider the shoes 
furnished to be too heavy and the shoeing nails too long and heavy. The class of 
horses we now get bred in the country have, for the most part, small feet, and require 
light shoes and nails. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


There are at present seventy-two saddles in use. Of these many are very old, 
some having been in use since about 1880. These are, with the exception of half a 
dozen, single cinch saddles. The trees of most of them are good, but leather parts are 
in many instances much worn and constant repairs are necessary. A great many of 
them also require re-lining with sheepskin. ‘The saddler major inspected all saddlery 
and harness ashort time ago. The Whitman bit is used for saddle horses entirely. Of 
heavy harness, all except one set of wheel and lead is old. Several new sets will be 
required for use for next season’s work. A couple of light sets of harness were 
furnished during past year, suitable for light work and one set single harness. One 
set heavy wheel harness, lost from here in 1885, was recovered. Owing to there not 
being a suitable harness room at this post, it is not possible during the winter months 
to keep saddles and harness as clean as they should be,as the rooms used for these 
purposes are in the stables, where fires cannot belighted. As I have lately been 
able to move the men out of one of the old barrack rooms, I am fitting this vacated 
room up to keep saddles and harness in, and they will be better cared for in 
consequence. 


TRANSPORT. 


Transport of this division is mostly in a good state of repair. Nearly all the 
lumber waggons have been in use for many years, and are, in consequence, worn in 
many parts and often require repair. Two or three new lumber waggons are required 
for use in this division. 

Of light transport I have at present a fair supply, both as regards quantity 
and quality. So many small patrols go out during a great part of the year that a 
good supply of light transport isa necessity. The light patrol waggons supplied 
this year appear to be very good, as far as I am able to judge. They run easily, are 
comfortable to travel in and the material and workmanship appear to be good. The 
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brakes have had to be changed, as they were not suitable for this coxatry. Both the 
double and single buckboards supplied to this post the past year «: “car to be good 
and suitable to our work. 


FORAGE, 


The past season was a very favorable one for the hay czop, <nd in consequence 
the price of hay was not as high as the previous year. More care nas been exercised 
in receiving the hay, and by your instuctions stacks had to be built of certain dimen- 
sions. It appears almost an impossibility to get the contractors to build the stacks 
as they are ordered to do, but by constant supervision the stacks have been fairly 
built. The hay was taken over this year by measurement, the stacks being measured 
thirty days after completion. Every load brought in was examined. If good it was 
put in stacks ; if bad rejected. The hay received is of good quality and the season 
was good for curing and stacking. At Gleichen hay is delivered as required. At 
High River and Banff it is put up in stacks and measured. 

Oats are supplied monthly by the contractor; some supplied are received from 
Manitoba, but the greater part is grain grown in this section. The oats have to be 
up to standard weight, well filled and free from foreign seeds and dirt. They are 
supplied in bags. I supply all the detachments, except a couple of the smaller ones, 
with oats from here, as I find it much cheaper to do so than buy locally. A certain 
quantity of barley is fed to the horses during the winter months, being boiled and 
fed hot twice a week. A few carrots are also given the horses. 


STABLES. 


The stables have been much improved during the past year. In the saddle 
horse stable the floor was laid with planks, which had been down for some yearsand 
being saturated with urine smelt badly and were full of holes and depressions. The 
whole of this planking, with the exception of the middle aisle, was torn up and the 
under surface thoroughly scraped and all refuse thrown out. Dry sand was laid 
down when under-surface was quite dry and the upper half of the stalls was cobbled 
and the lower half planked. All the mangers and feed-boxes were torn out and 
replaced, the hay-racks being made much shallower than the old ones. New swing 
bars were putin and hung with chains, and the whole stable re-mudded and thoroughly 
whitewashed. The stable is now clean and sweet, and its appea:ance is much 
improved. I think it will be found that it will be more beneficial for the horses to 
stand on the cobbled surface than on the planks, 

The stalls in officers’ stable were cobbled their full length and the whole stable 
re-mudded and whitewashed. The team stable is stil] in the old condition, horses 
standing on mud floor. It is good for their feet but difficult to keep in any decent 
looking condition, as holes are being continually worn into the soil and it is difficult 
to run off the drainage. I hope, when weather permits, to cobble this stable and fix 
it up in the same manner as was done in the saddle horse stable. There are two 
hay mows at the end of each stable, one to hold hay for feed and the other for 
bedding. The roofs of all the stables will require some repairs during the ensuing 

ear. 
z GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


I do not think the bell tents supplied during the past few years are as good as 
those formerly supplied. They appear to wear thin very quickly. Owing to so 
much high wind in this country, and numerous heavy thunders storms, tents, unless 
made of the very best quality and material, tear a great deal, and if in constant use 
last only a few months. The “A” tents supplied are useful for small parties on 
patrol. The camp kettles supplied are good and wear well. Zinc buckets are very 
useful about the posts, but not suitable for parties on patrol, as they get banged about 
and quickly broken, Some kind of rubber or stout canyas bucket would be the kind 
most suitable for the use of patrol parties. 
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As a general thing, the hardware supplied is of good quality ; when not it is 
promptly returned to the Contractor and replaced by a serviceable article. 


BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE. 


The old building used as barracks is hardly fit for habitation, and will, I am 
glad to say, in a few months be vacated by the men, one room only now being used 
as a barrack room. The new barrack building, two stories high, has yet much to be 
done to it before the men can move into it. It is similar in design to the barracks at 
Regina, except that the foundation is of stone, and the building is so constructed 
that it can be brick veneered. The wash rooms and bath rooms are to be in the 
basement, instead of at the ends of the mess room, and it will in consequence make 
the mess room much larger than the one at Regina. The rear part of the building, 
comprising the mess room, kitchen and scullery, is completed sufficiently to enable 
habitation, and the mess room has been temporarily fitted up as a barrack room, and 
I was able to move twenty-eight men in there. The kitchen is used as a mess room 
and the scullery as a kitchen. 

This arrangement has added much to the comfort of the men, as the old mess 
room and kitchen were most inconvenient and uncomfortable. The contractor 
informs me that the furnaces are on the way up from the east, and will be placed in 
position directly on their arrival, and he will then be able to go on with the plastering, 
and hopes to have building completed by the middle of next May. 

The new hospital is up and doors and windows in, but not plastered. As this 
building is to be heated by stoves, I suppose the plastering cannot be done until 
spring. The old hospital was re-mudded and whitewashed, but is badly out of repair. 
No. 2 officers’ quarters is also in a very bad state of repair; also the building used 
as an orderly room, etc. I believe it is the intention to build a new guard house 
shortly. The present one is very unsuitable for the purpose. The old upright picket 
building is to be torn down next spring, A small building was erected during the 
past year for use of farriers and carpenters. There has been, as far as I know, no 
provision made for a building for the Sergeants’ mess or an orderly room. A good 
room, large and well fitted, is required at this post for an orderly room. ‘There is a 
great deal of correspondence to get through, and also a considerable amount of 
magistrate’s work, and the present accommodation is quite insufficient. 

An officers’ quarters was built at Banff during the past year—a log building. 

‘Better accommodation for men and horses of detachment is required. Buildings are 
also required at Gleichen for use of detachment, with a small guard house. At present 
we have a lease of some buildings at that point for a year. 

At High River an addition is being made to the shack used as quarters which 
will 2dd much to the comfort of detachment. I, under another heading recommend 
the erection of suitable buildings at Mosquito Creek. 

There not being sufficient officers’ quarters at this post, Calgary, three of the 
officers are at present living out of barracks, It would be much preferable that 
they should all live in barracks. 

Of barrack furniture there is really nothing but what is made by the artizans of 
the division. The men are supplied with bed boards and trestles. They are cumber- 
some and difficult to move when rooms have to be scrubbed, etc., and they certainly 
do not look well or add to the appearance of a barrack room. I strongly recommend 
the men being supplied with some pattern cot. They are supplied at all the Ameri- 
can poate The mess room and barrack room tables are only rough wooden ones, 
cumbersome and not neat, and the benches are also home-made. The pattern of 
tables and benches used in the Imperial service would be very suitable for our use. 
Iron brackets would also be better for shelving for the kits than wooden ones, and 
would certainly look much neater. 


FUEL, 


Soft coal is used almost entirely for fuel. Wood is used in a few heaters and 
cooking stoves. 
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TELEPHONES. 


During the past year the barracks have been put in communication with the 
telephone system of Calgary. There is a private wire from the orderly room to the 
town police station, a second wire from Quartermaster’s store to central telephone 
office. These telephones are of great service and convenience. 


TELEGRAPH LINES, 


° 


The only line in this section is the Canadian Pacific Railway system. I think 
it highly desirable that a line should be built direct from here south to Macleod, 
and from here north to Edmonton. To send a message to Macleod it has to go over 
Cnnadian Pacific Railway to Dunmore, then over North-West Coal and Navigation 
Company to Lethbridge, and then by Government line to Macleod. To Edmonton 
a message has to go over Canadian Pacific Railway to Qu’Appelle and then over 
Government line by Battleford, etc. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


The SpE tener for fire protection at this post are a hand fire-engine, with reel of 
hose, some Babcocks and fire-pails. The engine works well in warm weather, but as 
there is no warm place to keep itin some part of the valves or pump becomes disorganized 
in cold weather, and it takes some time before the pump can be made to draw water. 
In cold weather it would soon freeze up. Not enough hose was supplied to reach all 
the buildings. The additional quantity required was requisitioned for, and I trust 
will soon be received. The river is the only source from which water can be drawn 
for use of engine, the water in well being too low down for suction pipe of engine to 
reach it, and the engine will not work with any greater length of suction pipe. The 
Babcocks are always kept charged, and in places where they will not freeze up. In 
every room which is occupied, and where water will not freeze, fire-buckets are kept 
constantly filled with water, and not allowed to be used for any other purpose. A 
board is put up in barrack-rooms, with a list of names, showing position every man 
is to occupy in case of fire. The men are exercised at fire-parade once a week. 
Last week, after the assembly sounded, the engine was down at the river, hose laid 
on to the building designated, all Babcocks on ground, and spare ladders brought up. 
Time occupied in doing this was three minutes. I think it desirable that a large 
frost-proof tank should be built here, with a small steam engine to pump water. 
This would give an ample supply of water 


WATER SUPPLY. 


The greater part of the water used at this Post is obtained from the river. The 
water is good now but liable to become impure as Calgary grows larger, when more 
or less drainage is sure to find its way to the river, There is a well here, but not 
much used, except for washing waggons and other transport, scrubbing rooms, ete. 
The water is good, but as the water cart goes its rounds every day and delivers 
water wherever required, not much is carried by hand from the well. This well 
varies in depth of water according as river is high or low; when the river is very 
low there is very little water in the well. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


The roads in this section of the country are good, except in very wet seasons. 
The old established trails, notably the one to Blackfoot Crossing, that north to 
Edmonton, west to Morley and south to Macleod, were surveyed during the past 
season, and I believe are to be kept as public trails, independent of any surveys or 
road allowance. Bridges are a necessity in many parts of this district. At Calgary 
two new bridges were completed during the past year—Langevin and Bow Marsh 
bridges—and there are two bridges across the Elbow. 
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Travel is impeded and valuable lives risked every day in spring and during 
high water for want of bridges. There is always a great deal of travel on the 
Macleod trail, and bridges are required principally at Sheep Creek and High River. 
The former of these, though called a creek, is a river in size, especially when in flood, 
and is a nasty stream to cross. Thereisa ferry at High River, but the rates charged 
are high, and it is a severe tax on settler pockets to have to use the ferry often. 
Besides the time when these rivers are in flood, they are dangerous in the spring, 
when the ice is gone out of the middle and is still intact at the sides, and in early 
winter the slush ice is running and the ice is forming on either bank of the streams, 


FERRIES, 


The only ferries in operation in my district during the past season were at High 
River crossing, and at Cochrane, near Cochrane coal mines, on the Bow River. The 
first named ferry is considerably used during high water by people travelling to and 
from the Macleod district, and by settlers and ranchers south of High River. By 
crossing at: the ferry at Cochrane the distance between Calgary and Morley is 
somewhat shortened. 


LIQUOR LAWS. 


There is no doubt that the time has arrived for some change in the liquor laws. 
At the present time the existing law is not obeyed or respected by the mass of the 
inhabitants of this part of the North-West. It is evaded and set at naught by very 
many. The country has changed in so many ways since the North-West Act was 
passed that I consider it is necessary either to do one of two things—to allow intoxicants 
into the Territories under license or otherwise, or to amend the Act so that its 
provisions cannot be misinterpreted. At present in Calgary it is almost impossible 
to get a conviction of a magistrate for infractions of the North-West Territories Act 
sustained. In the first place, every effort is made by the opposing counsel to have 
the conviction quashed on some error in form of proceedings or legal technicality, 
which is often successful—indeed, is successful in every case where there is the 
slightest error, though Section 100 of the Act states that no seizure, prosecution, convic- 
tion or commitment under the Act shall be invalid for want of form, so long as the 
same is according to the true intent and meaning of the Act. Then it has been 
ruled in the Supreme Court that there is no penalty attached by the Act to “ having 
liquor in possession,” and that if liquor is legally brought into the Territories the 
holder can give his permit to whom he pleases. Under these rulings it is almost 
impossible to get a conviction sustained. 

Importing is very difficult to prove. I had one case here, and asked to be 
allowed to summons as a witness one of the firm who shipped the liquor from 
Montreal, but was not allowed to do so on account of the expense, and of conrse, the 
conviction was quashed. Some of the cases on appeal for nearly a year now have not 
been as yet decided, having been heard and judgment reserved. During the year I 
have been here fourteen convictions have been made by me, of which one was 
sustained, three are not yet decided, and the rest are quashed. It does not matter 
if a man is caught with a lot of liquor in his possesion and is convicted; he will 
appeal the case. There is now a case pending in which a man was found locked up 
in a closet in a Canadian Pacific Ralway Pullman with a ten gallon keg of whiskey. 
He was convicted and appealed, and. his appeal was not sustained, the notice being 
bad in form, but he promptly applied for a writ of certiorari, and it is hard to say how 
it will end. 

The present law does not work as it should ; certainly not in this section. 
Of course, everyone knows whiskey is sold in nearly every saloonin Calgary. I see 
that a Calgary member in the Council Chamber at Regina stated the consumption of 
whiskey in Calgary was fifty gallons a day. {t may be so; I know there is a great 
deal consumed, and that the great mass of the inhabitants are in opposition to the 
law. We get no sympathy or assistance to uphold the law; on the contrary, every 
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obstacle is put in our way. Every case of infraction of the North-West Territories 
Intoxicant Act that is brought to light is, of course, the work of members of our 
force. The local police take no notice of this liquor traffic. The saloons are 
searched at intervals, but every saloon has its hiding place, and if intoxicants are 
found a permit is at once produced, either in the saloon keeper’s name or, what is 
just as good here, the name of one of his friends. My men, endeavoring to do their duty, 
are made a laughing stock of, and accordingly it is not a popular duty with them. 

Since the 1st December, 1887, there have been seized and destroyed in this 
district 840 gallons of intoxicants. This does not include beer, of which some was 
spilt. Much of the liquor was good, coming from Montreal, and put up in half-galion 
glass bottles. This amount of liquor destroyed represents a great waste of money. 
If the value of the liquor be taken, and to it added the value of vessels containing it, 
with freight charges, etc., it will be found to reach a large amount. If the existing 
law is to remain in force many alterations should be made, to enable those to whom 
the enforcement is entrusted to have a greater chance to secure convictions than at 
present. The evil is increasing rapidly and less regard is paid daily to the provi- 
sions of the Act. Under existing circumstances, there is not the slightest incentive 
for a policeman to try to do his duty in this particular. A man is looked upon asa 
martyr if he is arrested for a breach of the Act. The Act, if intended to be enforced, 
should be changed, so that its provisions cannot be twisted and misinterpreted, and 
if the evidence is sufficient to prove the offence there should be no loop-hole for the 
offender to escape. 


SETTLERS. 


The country is settled up in every direction from Calgary, but principally to the 
south and west. There are many holdings with fitst class buildings on them, and a 
large portion of land taken up is fenced in with barbed wire. Settlers have taken up 
land in many instances close to the Foot Hills, where I do not think any crops can be 
grown; still, itis a goodrange for stock. As faras I am aware, the general condition 
of the settler is prosperous. There is a ready sale in Calgary for all kinds of dairy, 
garden and farm produce. In many sections the settler is at a disadvantage in the 
matter of education for his children, schools not being plentiful at present. The 
country began to settle up in 1884, and it is wonderful to see the changes settlement 
has wrought. 


CROPS. 


The past season has been a favorable one for the growth of crops. Wheat, oats 
and barley have done well in nearly every locality and root crops were very good 
also. Wheat is not very extensively grown; oats were very successful. I am told 
that the average yield, as far as present statistics go, was about 47 bushels to the acre 
and weighing about 47 pounds to the measured bushel. Barley is always a good crop 
in this section. A few narrow sections were visited by violent hail storms, which 
destroyed the crop. There was a great deal of rain during the past summer, and in 
consequence the hay crop was heavy and hay could be cut almost anywhere. I was 
of the opinion at one time that Sheep Creek Ridge was unsuitable for farming 
purposes, but was compelled to change my mind this year, when I saw crops that were 
raised there. There is a flovrishing agricultural society here, which is doing its utmost 
to further the interests of this section. They held their fall exhibition last 
September, and the display of live stock, grain, vegetables, dairy produce, etc., was 
very varied and excellent for a new country. 


RANCHING PROSPECT. 


Ranchers are, I believe, well satisfied with the result of the past season. The 
calf crop has been good, a.d last winter not being severe there were no losses, except 
the ordinary ones, that will always occur in large or small herds. The feed having 
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been exceptionally fine this year, the cattle are all in good condition. There was a 
ready sale for beef cattle, and a large number were bought off the ranges and 
shipped, for the most part to England. 

It is wonderful the good condition cattle keep in this country, even in severe 
weather, and when it is taken into consideration that they get no food, except what 
they rustle for themselves on the range. 

Horses have also done well. There has been some kind of epidemic running 
through the country, but it has not been of a severe type and the losses have been 
light. 

There are a number of sheep in the country north of High River; they appear to 
be remarkably free from disease, and there was a very large lamb crop the past 
season. In connection with the horse industry, a number of valuable stallions 
have been brought into the country, and also mares of good strains. The class of 
horses being bred is vastly improving every year, and in a few years there will be 
number of fine horses for sale. Wolves do more or less damage to stock every 
year. On nearly every large ranche packs of dogs are kept, and many wolves are 
killed by their aid. 


GAME. 


Game is fast disappearing, and stricter laws are required for its preservation, or 
in a few years it will be a thing of the past. There is no large game in this section, 
except some deer near the mountains, and they are very scarce. The commonly- 
called prairie chicken is getting scarce, and in a few years, at the rate it is being 
killed off, will be extinct. Nearly everyone shoots, and many visitors help to swell 
the jist. Wild fowl are becoming scarcer every year. Half-breeds and Indians 
gather and eat an enormous number of eggs every season, and kill the flappers and 
old birds when moulting and unable to fly, and the birds get no chance to breed and 
multiply. Market hunters are getting rife in this country, and large numbers of 
birds are sent east. A non-export law would be most desirable, and some restriction 
should be put on market hunters. 

When I knew this part of the country first the rivers were teeming with fish, 
now they are comparatively depopulated. Constant fishing and illegal methods have 
led to this. People now make it a business to fish for the market, and some are not 
content with fair means, but resort to netting and fish-traps. 

It is not fair to the community at large that a few, by illegal means, should ruin 
the fishing by such methods. I would suggest legislation on the following points: 
Restriction on persons fishing for profit; standard of size of fish to be caught; a close 
season appointed, and no nets allowed to be used or fish-traps of any kind. 

The feeling of the country generally is strongly in favor of protection both to 
game and fish. I have never been able to clearly determine when the river trout 
spawn, I have caught them at all times ofthe year full of spawn. There is more 
or less large game in the mountains, but it is hard to find, unless you have an 
experienced guide with you. Nearly every lake in the mountains is full of big lake 
trout, that run to a large size. 

Devil’s Lake in the National Park is the most accessible fishing ground for these 
large trout and good boats and all necessary fishing tackle can be hired, with reliable 
boatmen. 


INDIANS. 


The Indians have been quiet and well behaved during the past year. It has 
been our endeavor to keep-them as much as possible on their reserves, and we have 
succeeded to a great extent. There have been, of course, more or less cases of horse 
stealing amongst them, the most notable case being some Bloods who stole a number 
of horses off the Stoney Reserve. The greater part of these horses were recovered. 
The number of cases of horse stealing, however, was small. The principal reserve, 
the Blackfeet, was closely watched by a strong patrol all the past spring, summer 
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and fall, and they did not get much chance to indulge in horse stealing. I think they 
are beginning to realise that it is against their interests to do so, Of course, amongst 
such @ large body of Indians there must be some bad ones, and they are bound to get 
into mischief. One Blackfoot Indian was arrested for killing a cow, and is under- 
going a year’s imprisonment for his offence ; a second was arrested for killing a calf, 
but has not yet been tried ; and a third for killing a cow, but he was acquitted at his 
trial. 

There have been a few other very suspicious cases of cattle disappearing when 
Indians were camped near, but information was laid too long after the animals 
disappeared to enable us to get sufficient evidence to arrest. The total number of 
cases reported to me, however, were few. Mr. Wattam, in charge of the patrol at 
Gleichen and Blackfoot Reserve, reported to me that Indians were invariably very 
easy to deal with and appeared anxious to do what was right in all cases. Several 
Blackfeet Indians were employed as scouts during the past season and did fairly 
good service. The Sarcees have been very quiet, though a good many complaints 
have been made against them by the settlers for camping near their houses, and 
during absence of inmates stealing small articles. They have numbers of dogs, and 
these dogs chase calves and colts, kill poultry, etc.; certainly, a camp of Indians near 
one’s house is not a desirable addition. 

The Stonies have behaved well in every respect. The chief Indians in this 
section against whom complaints are made are a lot of wandering Crees. Some of 
them have taken scrip and have no reserves, and some have never taken treaty. 
They are shiftless and very destitute. Some of them will work, but most of them 
will not, and it is hard to say how they live. If turned away from here by force 
they scatter over the country and become a nuisance to the settlers, and numerous 
patrols have to be sent out to make them move on. There are still a number of 
them about here, and the only way I see to get rid of them is for some reserve to be 
designated where they are to live, and for an escort to take them there. 

A few weeks ago some Stonies reported that one of their number had been fired 
at and wounded by some Indians who talked the Blackfoot language, ata point on 
the north fork of High River. Every endeavor has been made to unravel the 
affair, but so far the Indians who attacked the Stoney have not been found. The 
ground was examined where the shooting took place, and there is no doubt that some 
shooting had been done there, and that the Stoney had been shot in the leg. Hesays 
there were seven Indians in the party who attacked him, and that they were not 
more than twelve yards apart. No doubt more will be learned about the affair in 
time. There have been no collisions of any kind between settlers and Indians reported 
during the past year. 

HALF-BREEDS. 


There are a number of half-breeds in this section in poor circumstances. A good 
many of them do more or less freighting from Calgary to points in the northern 
country during the open season. Many are idle and have no settled occupation, and 
if they get any money waste it in drinking and gambling. They have been law- 
abiding, as a rule, there being not a larger percentage of crime amongst them than 
in other classes. 

PRAIRIE FIRES. 


Owing to much rain late in the season, which kept the grasses green much longer 
than usual, and an early fall of snow, there have not been nearly so many prairie fires 
this past season as is usual. The first fire I have record of was started by a Canadian 
Pacific Railway engine near Langdon, but I had no evidence to show which engine, 
as two trains passed the spot where the fire started within a short time of each other. 

A party was sent from here, and Mr. Wattam’s patrol turned out, and after hard 
work put the fire out. Another fire between Langdon and Gleichen was started by one 
of Sir John Lester Kaye’s employés. He was arrested and brought before a magistrate 
at Gleichen, pleaded guilty, and was let off with a warning. 
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Later on a settler on Pine Creek, while burning round some stacks, let the fire 
escape, but by united efforts of settlers it was put out after burning a considerable 
area. The offender pleaded guilty before two magistrates and was fined $50. 
The only other case was of a fire which started on Sheep Creek and burnt over a 
large area, doing considerable damage, being finally extinguished by a snow storm. 
In this case the fire was supposed to have started froma pile of sawdust where a saw- 
mill had been at work. The man supposed to be responsible for the fire was arrested 
and a large amount of evidence taken, which tended to show that a fire had been 
started in this sawdust over a year ago, and had been smouldering ever since. As 
the information was not laid for over a year after the fire had started, the magistrate 
had no jurisdiction and the case had to be dismissed. 

People at large are, I think, beginning to appreciate the vast harm that ensues to 
the country from frequent fires, destroying pasture, burning hay, grain, etc., and are 
very much more caretul that fire does not start, and if fire does start are anxious to 
bring the offender to justice. 


INCREASED RATES OF PAY. 


It is very desirable that we should have as good men as it is possible to get to 
fill the important position of artizans in different trades, to enable us to have our own 
work performed in a thoroughly efficient manner. I refer particularly to black- 
smiths, shoeing-smiths, carpenters, saddlers and tailors.* All skilled workmen, 
particularly shoeing-smiths and carpenters, command high wages in this country. 
Artizans in the force have of late been receiving increased rates of pay. I would 
suggest that it would be highly desirable that a man, when found to be skilful at his 
trade, willing to work whenever called upon, and economical in the use of his 
material, be allowed such pay as, in addition to his rations and kit, will put him on 
a more equitable footing with men working at the same trade out of the force. 


GENERAL WORK, 


Under several of the preceding headings I have shown to a great extent what the 
general work of the division under my command has consisted of. Much of the 
duty done consists of the regular patrol work. In addition, numerous parties have 
been sent out to investigate particular charges made by settlers. Indians camping 
on cattle and sheep leases, or near settlers houses, and annoying them, had to be 
removed. Reported cases of horse stealing or cattle killing were investigated. 
Numerous searches were made in the near vicinity and parties sent for long distances 
to look for illicit liquor. Indian lodges and houses were searched for stolen property. 
Long distances had to be travelled in making arrests and serving summonses. 

At Gleichen, Calgary, Morley, Canmore, Banff and Laggan, all trains, both pas- 
senger and freight, were met by men on duty. At Calgary there is a detachment on 
town duty who give any aid required to the local police in addition to their regular 
duties. At Scarlett’s the detachment examined all freight going north. An escort 
has been sent with the Edmonton mail for some time past, the escort from here 
going about sixty miles north and returning once a week. During the sittings of 
the Supreme Court any men required for duty by the presiding justice were fur- 
nished. Escorts were furnished for transport of money for annuity payments. 
Escorts were furnished on reserves during payment and any aid required by the 
Indian Department was given. Men were sent with the sheriff, if required, to guard 
convicts being taken to the penitentiary at Stoney Mountain, and also for insane pri- 
soners. Whenever distance permitted, all available men were turned out to aid in 
putting out prairie fires. Bodies of persons meeting violent deaths were taken charge 
of and the coroner notified and attended. In the town of Calgary, there being local 
police, it was left to them to keep order as far as possible. At all other points in 
the district our men have had sole control. There is a great deal of magistrate’s 
work, The majority of this class of work appears to fall to the lot of police officers. 
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The attached list of cases tried hardly gives an idea of the work they represent. 
In some of them a large amount of evidence had to be taken and they were adjourned 
from day to day. Besides the cases shown as tried, many have been settled out of 
court by bringing the parties together and inducing them to settle without litigation. 
These cases, of course, were not criminal, but chiefly under the Masters and Ser- 
vants Act, where wages were due, and similar minor cases. General supervision has 
been kept of the state of health of the live stock in the country, and before the 
appointment of a Government Inspector any suspicious cases of disease amongst 
horses or cattle were investigated. There are a thousand and one things done daily 
that are not thought worth while to enter in official diary but entail more or less, 
work to members of the force, and the only way to really show the general work 
done in the district would be to send you a copy of the diary kept at the head- 
quarters of the division, and copies of all diaries kept at the outposts, and of all the 
patrols that have been out during the past twelve months. In a new country like this, 
where there is so large a population so widely scattered, there is something con- 
tinually happening that requires investigating, and the long distances that have to be 
travelled entail a vast amount of work both on men and horses, as you will see 
by accompanying statement (not printed) showing mileage travelled by each horse of 
my division, the total amounting to 121,179 miles. This represents solely what is 
done by horses on trips and patrols. I have not taken into consideration the dis- 
tances travelled by horses about the post at Calgary. 


DISCIPLINE, CONDUCT, ETC. 


I have much pleasure in reporting that the general conduct of the non-com- 
missioned officers and constables has beenexcellent. 'There have been very few cases 
of serious breaches of discipline. In a new town of this size there are many tempta- 
tions into which a man is liable to fall, and I have been both surprised and gratified 
at the very few instances in which any man of my command has done any- 
thing that would reflect on the good name of the force. Men are being continually 
sent out on duty singly and in smal! parties, and are in many instances sent out 
on detachment away from all control of their officers. The universal good conduct 
of men placed in such positions is, I think, good evidence of discipline, and shows 
that the men have a respect for themselves and for the corps to which they belong. 


RECREATION ROOM. 


There is at present no recreation room at this post, or any means whereby men 
can amuse themselves in barracks, with the exception of a few simple gymnastic 
appliances and a few games in barrack rooms. Some papers are received, but as 
there is no particular place where they can be kept they do not last long. I trust 
when the new barrack building is completed that a room will be fittcd up as a recre- 
ation room, and well supplied with papers and games of all kinds. 

I beg to forward Assistant Surgeon Paré’s report to 30th November last. 

The following statements are attached to my report :— 

Statement of cases tried in district by Police Officers. 

Statement of mileage travelled by horses. (Not printed.) 

I have already forwarded a map showing the position of outposts. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. H. McILLREE, 
Supt. Commanding “EH” Division. 
The Commissioner, 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX D. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT S. GAGNON, DEPOT 
DIVISION, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE, 1888. 


Reena, December, 1888. 


S1r,—I have the honor to submit my report for the year ending 30th November, 
1888. 

I assumed command of the Depot Division and charge of the Headquarters 
District on the 12th of May last. During the former part of the year this district was 
under the control of Superintendent Deane, and after him Inspector Norman. 

On the 27th June last elections for the Legislative Assembly of the North-West 
Territories were held in the district, and carried out in a very peaceful manner. 

Peace and quietness have prevailed throughout this part of the Territories during 
the year, and although a great number of offenders have been brought to justice no 
serious crimes have been committed. 

James Gaddy and Moise Racette, two half-breeds extradited from the United 
States for the murder of Hector McLeish in May, 1887, were executed at Regina on 
the 13th June last. 

Large quantities of liquor brought into the Territories without the necessary 
permission have been seized and destroyed, and several offenders againist the liquor 
law brought to justice. In former reports I had the honor to recommend that in 
liquor cases no part of the fine imposed be given to our constables as informer’s 
money, and I again respectfully suggest that the law be amended to that effect. It 
is the desire of most of our men that this be done, and they would be grateful for 
such a change as would prevent their being charged with mercenary objects in doing 
their duty. 

Prairie fires have been fewer and less destructive this year than formerly. 
Every means have been resorted to by the police to check them. Three non com- 
missioned officers have been specially engaged during the latter part of the 
summer travelling though the district to bring offenders against the Prairie Fire 
Ordinance to justice and to prevent fires. This work has been productive 
of good results, as out of nineteen cases brought up convictions were obtained 
in fourteen. On many occasions the men at the different outposts have turned out, 
and with the assistance of the settlers extinguished fires which would have caused 
serious damage to property. 

Regular patrols from the different outposts have been kept up during the year 
and large parties from headquarters have periodically patrolled the Indian Reser- 
vations and surrounding settlements. 

An escort was supplied to the Lieutenant-Governor on the occasion of his 
arrival, and guards of honor on the occasion of his taking the oath of office and at 
the opening of the first sitting of the Legislative Assembly. These duties were 
performed in a very creditable manner. 

The ordinary escorts have been supplied to the Indian Department during the 
annuity payments, and on one occasion a special patrol under Inspector Drayner 
was sent to File Hills where some Indians were giving trouble about the branding of 
their cattle. On the arrival of this patrol at the reservation all the Indians sub- 
mitted peacefully to the orders of the Indian Agent. 

The discipline and conduct of the men of the division has been remarkably 
good during the past year, considering that most of them were recruits, untrained 
and uneducated to restraint. 
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Drills for recruits have been kept up during the whole of the year, and when the 
eons permitted general parades for inspection and field movements were held 
weekly. 

Target practice has been carried out as far as possible, with good results, the 
scoring beeng remarkably good. Of this a record is kept in the Adjutant’s office. 

The physique of the men has improved considerably within the last few years, 
and the men coming in are well adapted for the arduouswork of the force. 

One hundred and thirty-three recruits joined during the year. 

The health of the men has been very good, two constables only, having died 
in hospital during the last twelve months. Twenty-one men have been invalided, 
but of these a considerable number, taken on in the east, had to be invalided shortly 
after they joined headquarters. The amount deposited by non-commissioned officers 
and men of the division for the year, in the Dominion savings bank, amounted to $1,748. 

The kit and clothing issued to the force are of good quality, and well adapted 
to the requirements of the service, but some difficulty is experienced in outfitting 
recruits, on account of the Quartermaster’s stores not being fully supplied with every 
article required at all times. 

The arms in use in the division are in fair order. 

The saddlery and harness are of good quality and in good repair, as also the 
transport. 

The division is fairly equipped with everything required. 

The comfort and appearance of the barrack-rooms might be improved by 
replacing the wooden cots by folding iron bedsteads. 

The strength of the Depot Division varies almost every day in the year, drafts 
being sent to fill vacancies in other divisions, and recruits coming in all the time. 
On the 30th November it consisted of 203 of all ranks belonging to the division, 
with 10 attached, and 113 horses. 

The division was inspected at regular times by yourself and the Inspecting 
Superintendent during the year, besides the ordinary inspections of the officer 
commanding the division. 

The horses—most of them “ bronchos’’—are doing well, and are well suited for 
the work of the force. Animprovement might be made by having a certain number 
of steady and well trained old horses for the instruction of recruits. The horses of 
the division have travelled 72,407 miles on patrol duty during the last six months. 

A recent fire in the Quartermaster’s department has shown fully how insufficient 
our fire protection would be in case of a large fire. The water supply, especially 
during the winter months, would fail, on account of the difficulty of pumping it out 
of the well. A tank of a capacity of 40,000 or 50,000 gallons might be erected over 
the well in the barrack square. This tank, fed by a small steam engine, would 
supply several good streams during a long enough time to put out any fire, and 
beside the steam power might be utilized at night to generate electric light for the 
barracks. 

A good substantial bridge was erected over the ‘“Wascana ” during the summer, 
and the roads inside and around the barracks considerably improved. . 

Veterinary Staff-Sergeant Jenkins was, during the summer, sent to the Moose 
Mountain District on special duty, and when there found that many cases of glanders 
existed amongst horses, this infectious disease having been brought from the United 
States. On his recommendation several horses were destroyed, but I am afraid that 
the disease was so widely spread that it has not completely disappeared. 

Attached please find return of criminal and other cases tried. Return of 
distances travelled by horses (not printed). 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. GAGNON, 
Superintendent Commanding Depot Division 
The Commissioner And Headquarters District. 


North-West Mounted Police, Regina. 
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APPENDIX E. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT P. R. NEALE, NORTH-WEST 
MOUNTED POLICE, 1888. 


“H” Drviston, Norta-West Mountep Po.icg, 
Fort Macteop, Ist December, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to submit the following report for this district for the 
year ending 30th December, 1888. 


GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT. 
The district throughout the year has been extremely quiet. 
CRIME. 


The crimes dealt with during the year have been, with a few exceptions, of a 
petty nature, and mainly attributable to drunkenness. 

The exceptions are: 

1. The case of one Charles Hutchings, who, on the 14th of July, fired a revolver 
through the windew of a store in Macleod. 

2. A case against one Samuel Bruard, now awaiting trial for shooting with 
intent to kill. In the first dase the prisoner was drunk, and the second case is the 
result of an old family quarrel and a dispute about property. 

3. An Indian arrested for horse stealing, who was sentenced to three years in 
the Penitentiary. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 


During the winter of 1887-88 men were stationed at the following places: Pincher 
Creek, St. Marys, Stand Off, Piegan Reserve, and the Dry Fork of the Kootenai, 
and when the weather permitted patrolled in the vicinity of their posts daily, and 
connected with each other, and exchanged reports weekly. As soou as the rivers 
broke up in the’spring outposts were established in the Crows Nest Pass, Pot Hole 
Coulee, Big Bend of the Belly River, on Cochrane’s Range, and Kipp, and in addition 
to these detachments two fiying patrols, one working to the south and the other to 
the north, consisting altogether of two officers and twenty men, were kept constantly 
moving, the result being that only two cases of cattle killing have been reported and 
no case of horse stealing. 

Two Indians were arrested for being concerned in cattle killing, but as no one 
could be found to identify the hides Mr. Justice Macleod dismissed the prisoners; and 
when it is taken into consideration that there are some 2,500 Indians in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the largest ranches in the country, I submit that my command has 
been very successful in preventing crime. 

The corrected map which I have already forwarded shows the line of all the 
patrols, but was on too small a scale for me to show the wooded portions of the 
country. There is wood, principally poplar and willow, in every river bottom, and 
eighteen miles along Pincher Creek there are dense clumps of pine; feed and 
water can be obtained on every route of travel. The Porcupine Hills also contain 
a quantity of fine pine. 
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ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


An escort was furnished to receive, at Leithbridge, the money for the treaty 
payments, as also an escort on the Blood and Piegan Reserves during the payments, 
which passed off very quietly. 


ASSISTANCE TO CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT. 


Every arrival of settlers or stock has been promptly reported by the frontier 
detachments, through me, to the Collector of Customs at this post, and since the 
arrival of Assistant Vetrinary Surgeon Wroughton that officer has made the neces- 
sary inspections under the quarantine regulations, 


DISCIPLINE, CONDUCT, ETC. 


During the year twelve men have been punished for drunkenness, four of whom 
were dismissed the force. One sergeant and two corporals were reduced, and 
one constable was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment for allowing a prisoner 
to escape, part of which sentence you afterwards remitted. Otherwise the discipline 
and conduct of the men has been very good. In this connection, I cannot speak too 
highly of the assistance rendered me by Sergeant-Major Alfred Stewart, of “H” 
Division. 

DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETC. 


The command has been thoroughly drilled in mounted infantry exercises, both 
mounted and dismounted. 

Return of target practice of “ H” Division accompanies this report (not printed). 

Owing to the fact that the division was not relieved from outpost duty until very 
late in the season, revolver and mounted firing practice is not yet completed. 


PHYSIQUE. 


The physique of the men is very good, although I do not think the average height 
would exceed 5 feet 8 inches, which I think is quite tall enough for the continuous 
mounted work entailed on men stationed in this district. 


RECRUITS. 

No recruiting has taken place in this district. 
HEALTH. 

The health of the command has been exceptionally good throughout the year. 
RATIONS. 


With the exception of some tea supplied from Regina, upon which a special report 
has been made, the rations have been of good quality. I would strongly recommend 
that nothing but compressed tea be used in the force. It is easily carried on horse- 
back, and there is no shrinkage. 


KITS, CLOTHING, ETC. 
With the exception of the calf coats, a few of which were supplied me, and which 
have proved worthless, the clothing and kit is of good quality. 
INCREASED RATES OF PAY. 


All men of “H” Division entitled to good-conduct pay during the year have 
received it. 
17—4 
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ARMS, 


The arms are in excellent order, but as regards the unsuitability of the Win- 
chester carbine for our service, I beg to refer you to my report of the 30th of 
December, 1887. 


ARTILLERY. 


The two 9-pounder M. L. R. guns and equipment are in good order, with 
the exception of a few unimportant articles of harness, which have already been 
requisitioned for. There are 900 pounds of shot and shell in the magazine. 


DESERTIONS. 


The following constables, tempted by the high rate of wages offered by the con- 
tractors of the new railroad in Montana, deserted during the year, but one of them, 
Constable Vickers, did not. succeed in reaching his destination, being found drowned 
in the Kootenai River, which he attempted to ford during high water : 


No. 1882, Aird, M., deserted 10th May, 1888. 
i" -1620.. bun bury, C.J. see 28th July, 1888. 
“¢ 1993, Vickers, R. 6th June, 1888. 
“ 1600, Young, J. ‘ 15th July, 1888. 


The desertion of Constable Young was a particularly bad one. He was selected as 
a reliable man to accompany Inspector Chalmers to Dupuier Creek, Montana, U.S., 
who was proceeding there to recover two police horses which had strayed from Maple 
Creek, and on arrival declined to return, leaving Inspector Chalmers to drive a dis- 
tance of 210 miles across an American Indian reservation alone. 


SAVINGS’ BANK DEPOSITS. 


During the year the men of “ H” Division deposited in the Dominion savings’ 
bank $2,598.80. 


INSPECTION OF ‘“‘H’’ DIVISION. 

The division was inspected by the Assistant-Commissioner on the 9th of January 
last, and has been inspected by me monthly during the year. The barracks at this 
post have been inspected by yourself three times during the year. 

The hospital and medical stores were inspected by the senior surgeon on the 
23rd of October. 


HORSES. 


The actual strength of the division in horses is 102, there being 76 saddle and 26 
team. 

At the present time the horses are all in good condition and free from disease. 
The total mileage travelled by horses of the division on patrol during the year was 
171,161 miles. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


The saddlery is‘in good order. The wheel harness, which was old when issued 
to me in 1885, requires renewing. 


TRANSPORT. 
The transport of “H” Division is all in good order. 
FORAGE. 


The oats supplied by the contractors, which were all grown in the vicinity, have 
been of very good quality. 
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The hay is not of good quality, nor do I think wild hay of a good quality will 
ever he obtained in this district. 


STABLES, 


There is at present stable accommodation, including infirmary stable and a lean-to 
built against the waggon shed, for ninety-eight horses, and a new stable is in course of 
construction, which will hold fifty more 

I had the board floor taken out of the infirmary stables, and the same should be 
done with the large stable, but owing to the construction and size of the building I 
would recommend that it be done by skilled workmen. 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


The general equipment of the division is complete, with the exception of 
carbine buckets and bandoliers, forty-five of the former and fifty-five of the latter 
being required. 

BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE. 


The barracks are in fairly good order. A brick magazine is badly required and 
brick chimneys are required on the officers’ quarters. 

The barrack furniture is serviceable. 

I would strongly recommend, however that folding iron cots be supplied. This 
would make the barrack-rooms much neater, be a great saving of lumber and give 
the men more room in the day time to move about. 


FUEL. 


The post is supplied with coal from the Galt mines, only sufficient wood being 
purchased for use at the bake-house. 


TELEPHONES. 
There are no Government telephones at this post. 
TELEGRAPH LINES, 


There is telegraph communication over the Galt line to all points on the line of 
‘railways. 
FIRE PROTECTION. 


The fire protection at this post is very inadequate. The water in the well 
is too low to be reached by the suction hose of the engine. In the summer 
a supply of water was kept in barrels, placed on the outside of pump 
house, but of course these had to be emptied directly the frost came, and we are now 
entirely dependent on buckets and eight Babcocks for putting out fire, should one 
unfortunately occur. 

WATER SUPPLY. 


Water for the horses is obtained from a well in the centre of the square. This well 
is only 28 feet deep, and never contains more than 4 feet of water, and as it fills very 
slowly there is not sufficient to supply the barracks; water has, therefore, to be 
_ drawn from a spring at the foot of a steep hill, about 600 yards from the barracks 
which necessitates the constant employment of two men and four horses. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Save in the immediate vicinity of the post, the roads are very good. 

There is only one bridge in the whole district, built over a small stream one mile 
this side of Pincher Creek. I suppose no district in the Territories is more in want 
of bridges than this. To go from here to the Leavings, my northern detachment, the 

17—1} 
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“ Old Man’s River” and ‘“‘ Willow Creek” have to be crossed ; to go to Stand Off, the 
Kootenai, one of the most dangerous rivers in the country, must be forded; to get to 
the St. Mary’s detachment or Pot Hole, we have to cross the Kootenai, Belly and 
St. Mary’s rivers ; to get to Lethbridge we have to cross the “ Old Man” and the Belly, 
the latter in one of its most dangerous parts; while to go to the Crow’s Nest Pass, the 
South and Middle Forks of the “Old Man’s River,” which for four months in the 
year are simply mountain torrents, have to be forded, to say nothing of Pincher 
Creek, which, with heavy loads, in order to get a good road, has to be crossed twice 
between here and the village thereon. 


FERRIES. 


There are good ferry boats at both Lethbridge and Kipp, but when they are 
most needed, when the rivers are at flood, their owners will not run them for fear of 
breaking their cables. There is also a small one on the Old Man’s River here, but it 
is not at ail a safe one. 


LIQUOR LAW. 


Nearly all classes of the community in this district are antagonistic to the exist- 
ing liquor laws, and there are very few indeed who will not assist in the smuggling 
of liquor. 

SETTLERS. 


Several settlers have during the past year located in the vicinity of Macleod, and 
have broken up land. The Mormon settlement on Lee’s Creek has largely increased 
and is steadily increasing. As near as I can ascertain, on the 26th ultimo, the settle- 
ment contained 125 souls. They appear to be conforming to our laws. They doa 
large business in dairy produce, which, in order to avoid crossing the Kootenai 
River, they take to Lethbridge. 


CROPS. 


The crops throughout the district, consisting principally of oats and potatoes, 
have been excellent. Two farmers near Pincher Creek tried the experiment of sow- 
ing timothy, and have been so successful that they intend to go into it extensively 
next year. A small crop of wheat has been raised on one or two farms, but there 
being no mill here there is no demand for it, save for feeding poultry. 


RANCHING PROSPECTS. 


I am informed that the ranching prospects are extremely bright, and certainly 
the cattle look remarkably well. Although it has been very cold, there is at the pre- 
sent time no snow on the ground and there is every prospect of the ranchers having 
an open winter. 


GAME, 


Ducks and geese were plentiful in the early part of the season and prairie chickens 
are to be found in great numbers on the St. Mary’s, and Kootenai Rivers. There are 
plenty of blue grouse in the mountains and abundance of brook and salmon trout. 
I have not yet heard of any big game being shot. 

i may mention that the game laws are very strictly enforced by all the 
settlers. 


INDIANS, 


The Indians have been remarkably quiet. Some little excitement was caused on 
the Blood Reserve in April, when the body of an Indian named “ Bull Shoe,” who had 
been missing with his squaw since the previous October, was found in the bed of: the 
Belly River with a bullet hole through his head; but it happening that on the night 
of the inquest a number of horses were run off from the reserve by a party of Ame- 
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rican Indians, the attention of the Bloods was diverted, and they appeared to forget 
all about “ Bull Shoe ” in their eagerness to recover their stock. 

On the 4th of May the body of the squaw was found below Kipp. She had also 
died from the effect of bullet holes in the head, but of this discovery the Bloods took 
no notice, and I think the matter has since altogether passed from their minds. 

The circumstances attending these murders, together with the names of the sus- 
pected parties, have already been specially reported to you. 

Both Bloods and Piegans now have a yery wholesome respect for the Police 
and I have no difficulty at all in making arrests even in the large camps on the 
Blood Reserve. 

The North Piegans are the quietest and best behaved Indians I have ever had 
anything to do with. 

I am sorry to say that both tribes take every opportunity of getting drunk, and 
it is impossible to prevent their getting the hop beer manufactured both here and at 
Lethbridge. I have made various seizures of this beer, but Assistant Surgeon Powell 
carefully analized it, and it was pronounced by that officer non-intoxicating. 

There are no half-breeds in the district, except those resident here for some time. 
A few whose names were reported to you passed, during the summer, from the south 
en route to Calgary, where they propose to settle. 


PRAIRIE FIRES. 


During the year six incipient prairie fires were extinguished by the command, 
none of which did any damage. 


GENERAL WORK. 


Up to the 30th of April last the division stationed at Lethbridge and patrolling 
from thence to the western outposts of “A” Division was under my command. I 
presume the officer now commanding ‘‘K” Division will report on the work up to 
that date of what is now the Lethbridge district. 

The general work of Macleod district has been as follows :— 


The town of Macleod has been patrolled night and day; the patrol] have a 
comfortable house, and have done very good service, having completely checked the 
rowdyism which was wont to obtain. 

On the 21st of December, 1887, Sergeant S. Hetherington in charge of Stand Off, 
found and seized 70 gallons of whiskey, which was destroyed on the 22nd. 

On the 5th of January, 1888, having been ordered by the Assistant Commissioner 
to arrest an Indian named “ Deer Foot” alias “ Bad Dried Meat,’ who had escaped 
from the custody of the Police in the Calgary district, I despatched Scout Giveen to 
search for the Indian on the outskirts of the Piegan Reserve. Giveen found an Indian 
answering “ Deer Foot’s” description, and arrested him. Tho Indian broke away, 
received a rifle from his squaw, who ran towards him with it, got to the top of a 
cut-bank and pointed the rifle at Giveen, who fired his revolver, wounded the Indian 
in the thigh and brought him into barracks, where he was taken into hospital and 
every attention paid him. It turned out afterwards that the Indian is “ Deer Foot’s”’ 
brother, to whom he bore a very close resemblance. An investigation was held and 
the Indian compensated, and Giveen, who was only acting in self-defence, was 
acquitted of all blame. 

At 2:45 a.m. on the morning of the 20th of January I sent Inspector Chalmers, 
with thirty non-commissioned officers and men, to the Blood Reserve (distant nine- 
teen miles) to endeavor to arrest an escaped convict named “ The Dog.” The thermo- 
meter stood 19° when the party started, and on their arrival at Stand Off, about four 
hours afterwards, it stood 36° ; several men were badly frostbitten, and four con- 
stables, Brennan, Dalton, Chessie and Welsh, so severely that they had to be left at 
the Stand Off detachment. The expedition was a fruitless one, some other Indian 
having been mistaken for “The Dog” by my informant. The men mentioned above 
all recovered. 
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On the 2nd of February the chiefs of the Blood and Piegan Nations came in to 
meet Messrs. Pocklington (Indian Agent, Bloods) and Springett (Indian Agent, 
Piegans) to talk over the shooting by scout Giveen, of the Indian “ Bad Dried Meat.” 
The conference lasted four hours and ended quite amicably, the head chiefs admitting 
that the shooting of ‘“ Bad Dried Meat” was, to use their own expression, “ an 
accident.” There were present at this interview about 250 Indians. 


On the 11th of February Chief * Crow Foot,” four minor chiefs and twenty 
Blackfeet arrived en route to the South Piegans. “ Crow Foot,” being very ill, ladmitted 
him to hospital, where he remained until the 15th, when, having recovered, he 
resumed his journey south, returning on his way to his reserve on 10th March. 


On the 14th of AprilI received a report that ex-Constable J. E. Dunbar had been 
drowned in the ‘‘ Old Man’s River.” I at once sent men to search the River, and the 
body was eventually found on the 23rd, and buried on the 24th. 

On the 6th of May Mr. Pocklington, Indian Agent, Blood Reserve, reported to 
me that a number of horses had been stolen from the Blood Reserve on the night of 
the 5th. I immediately wired the officer commanding Fort Assinaboine, Montana, 
and on the 10th Colonel Otis replied that he had recovered them, and they were sub- 
sequently handed over to an officer of “ A” Division at Kennedy’s Crossing, on Milk 
River, and restored to the Bloods. 

On the 14th of May StaffSergeant Davis, commanding a flying patrol working 
south of the Blood Reserve, recovered twenty-seven head of horses, which had 
evidently been driven off from Strong’s ranche by some Gros Ventres, who had been 
seen in the vicinity, and handed them over to Mr. Strong, their owner, 

On the 27th May I left here at night with a party to search for horses reported 
to have been stolen by a party of Bloods from the Gros Ventres in Montana, I 
arrested four Indians and recovered seven of the horses. Chief “Red Crow,” the 
same day, brought in and surrendered his son for being concerned in the theft, and in 
the course of a few days I recovered seven more horses which were stolen from 
Montana settlers, and received sixteen of the Gros Ventres horses which Mr. Pock- 
lington had recovered. 

The twenty-three Gros Ventres horses were passed down the patrol line and 
handed over to the United States authorities at Kennedy’s Post, and seven were 
handed over to a Mr, Corcoran, who came from Montana to claim them. 

On the 31st of May a Blood Indian gave himself up for being concerned in the 
theft of horses from the Gros Ventres. 

The Indians concerned were tried by Mr. Justice Macleod on the 13th of June, 
and three of them sentencd to three months hard labor for bringing stolen property 
into Canada, and the remainder discharged with a caution. 

On the 6th of June Inspector Piercy, with sixteen men and twenty-two horses 
of ““G” Division, joined the command for patrol duty. 

On the 13th it was reported that an Indian had killed a squaw on the Blood 
Reserve, but on enquiry it proved to be accidental, and the Indian who shot her left 
for Montana and has not since been seen, and the woman shot did not die. 

On the 24th and 26th Assistant Veterinary-Surgeon Wroughton destroyed two 
glandered horses, the property of settlers. These are the only cases of glanders 
reported this year. 

On the 11th of August transport was sent as far as possible into the Crow’s Nest 
Pass to meet “D” Division, which arrived here under command of Superintendent 
Steele on the 17th. 

On the 22nd Inspector Piercy was relieved from patrol and left for Fort 
Saskatchewan with his detachment. 

On the 23rd nine horses which had been reported stolen from the Stoney Indians 
So c 6th of June, and recoved in the district, were handed over to the Stonies from 

orley. 

The Honorable Mackenzie Bowell, Minister of Customs, arrived here this day, 
and left on the 24th for Calgary, being provided with Police transport. 
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On the 30th the command was turned out at midnight to a fire at the east end 
of the town, where a hay stack and building were burning, but owing to the scarcity 
of water the property was totally destroyed. 

On the 10th of September you inspected ‘“ D” Division. 

On the 12th we experienced the most severe wind storm of the season; many 
tents in ‘‘ D” Division camp were blown down and the tents of the detachment at 
the Big Bend of the Belly River were blown literally to ribbons. 

On the 15th “D” Division moved into barracks, and on the 16th sent out detach- 
ment to relieve those of “ H.” 

On the 12th of October, in accordance with a telegram from Calgary, a half-breed 
named Charles Whitford was apprehended and sent to Calgary under escort. 

On the 17th there was such a severe snow storm that I deemed it necessary to 
bring the herd into barracks. It, however, only lasted one night. 

On the 20th a Blood Indian, named “Sam Bedson,” was captured by Corporal 
Waite and Indian Scout “Calf Shirt,’ and on the 24th was arraigned before Mr. 
Justice Macleod for horse stealing, and sentenced to three years in the Manitoba 
Penitentiary, 

The following stolen and strayed horses have been recovered by my command 
during the year and handed over to their owners :— 
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Two cases of house-breaking close to the settlements were reported in October. 
In one case a good deal of bedding, &c., was stolen, a description of which is in the 
hands ot detachements, In the other case a ham and a quantity of rolled bacon were 
the only things taken. In both cases tea and sugar were left behind, so I attribute the 
act to white men. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The Mounted Infantry Book does not go nearly enough intu detail to enable young 
officers and non-commissioned officers to learn their work from it. 

A uniform system of prison discipline, with a dietry scale, should also be laid 
down, and prison clothing supplied. There has been none at this post, to my knowledge, 
for the last three years. I would suggest that in every guard-room a desk and a dock 
be built, the latter for the reception of civilian prisoners when arrested, and that 
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instead of the present cumbersome system of taking an information and giving a 
warrant against a man for simple drunkenness, the method in ordinary police 
stations, namely, that of having a charge sbeet, on which the prisoner is fully described 
and the charge against him set forth, and which charge is signed by the prosecutor 
and the non-commissioned officer taking such charge, be adopted. 

I find that one of the main causes of desertion from the force is that men 
applying for their discharges by purchase have to wait many months before they are 
accorded the privilege. 

The terrible monotony of the life, especially during winter, tends to make the 
men very discontented, they are thrown altogether on their own resources at nearly 
all the outposts, their recreation rooms contain nothing but a few papers, and 
occasionally a few volumes of the Seaside Library, which soon become destroyed. 
A good, cheap collection of strongly-bound books, books that could be safely sent to 
the various detachments, would be a great boon, and with a comfortable, plainly 
furnished recreation room, would, I think, tend to keep many of the men out of 
trouble. 

As you are aware, the officers’ mess at this post consists of a bare room, 
with a deal table and a half dozen common chairs, so that the officers accepting 
hospitality from the settlers, as they must do, have no place but their bedrooms to 
ask their friends into. I trust you will be able to do something for them, as also for 
the sergeants, who are similarly situated. As both officers and sergeants change so 
frequently, it is manifestly unfair to expect them to furnish the messes themselves. 

I trust you will not think I am going out of my province if I made a suggestion 
in regard to the artilllery equipment in possession of the force. It is now very 
much scattered, and no division carrying out the present system of patrol has men 
enough to keep up an artiilery detachment, which, to be of any use, must be 
thoroughly drilled to its work and instructed in the nature and use of the projectiles. 
Would it not be better to concentrate all the 9-pounders at some point on the 
railroad, have men permanently told off to man them under artillery officers, 
several of whom are in the force, and so have a battery ready to move any where at 
short notice. 

The whole of which is respectfully submitted. 


P. R. NEALE, 
Superintendent, Commanding Macleod District. 


The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX F. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT R. B. DEANE, “K” DIVISION, 
NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE, 1888. 


LETupripGe, 30th November, 1888. 


Siz,—I have the honor to render the annual report to date of “K” Division 
of the North-West Mounted Police. 

In accordance with your order, I handed over the command of the Depot 
Division at Regina, and proceeded hither in sufficient time to take over the command 
of this division on the Ist of May. 

Your memorandum of the 21st of April defined the limits of “ K” Division to be 
from Kipp, in the west, to the western limit of the country patrolled by “A” 
Division in the east. 


GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT. 


I am happy to be able to report that the district has been remarkably quiet and 
free from crime. By far the larger part of the country thus designated is, of course, 
unpopulated, and outside of Lethbridge there is little or no settlement, but the town 
itself is in a most prosperous condition. Money is abundant, trade is good, and the 
numerous buildings, which are springing up on every side, are a sufficient index to the 
well-being and advancement of the place. 

The large body of miners keep pretty much to themselves, and are orderly and 
well-conducted. 


CRIME. 


The following list comprises all complaints of offences which have arisen within 
the district between the lst May and the 30th November, 1888 :— 
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The offences included in the first heading are mainly assault cases. Many of 
them arose from a drunken riot in the Hungarian miners’ quarter on the occasion of 
a wedding there, and others were fights between miners, all of which were disposed 
of by the courts. 

TI have not included the case of Max Hoppé, who, for murdering John Adams 
in the United States, was arrested by the detachment at Writing-on-Stone, and sub- 
sequently handed over to the United States authorities under warrant of extradition. 

The four complaints as to malicious injuries to property include a case of break- 
ing windows by Indians, and three cases of cattle-killing, one of which, however, 
could not be verified. 


64 


The occupants of a hop-beer brewery in the river bottom refused to sell beer to 
some Indians who demanded admittance late one night, and who thereupon broke the 
windows of the house in revenge. Two Indians, against whom we had something 
more than suspicion, were arrested and brought up, but the brewery people could not 
identify them; so nothing more could be done. 

On the 20th July complaint was made by the managers of the St. Louis and 
Cypress Cattle Companies that they had reason to believe that Indians were killing 
cattle on their ranges, and I despatched Sergeant Blake and a small party to investi- 
gate. They made a thorough search of that section of country but were unable to 
find any traces of cattle having been killed, nor could they find any Indians, although 
they followed up the direction in which they were supposed to have gone. One com- 
plaint had stated that the cow-boys were afraid to ride the range on account of 
Indians, but when Sergeant Blake mentioned it they laughed the idea to scorn, As 
a rule, cow-boys are not afflicted with such timidity. 

A genuine case of cattle-killing occurred about three and a-half miles from here, 
on the night or early morning of the 27th August, when a calf belonging to Mr. 
Henderson was found killed, shot through the head, its throat cut, tongue cut out, 
and hind quarters cut off. 

Sergeant Ross immediately started off with a party, but met with no success. 
There had been several cattle round the spot and no trail was distinguishable. 
Sergeant Ross scouted towards Chin Coulée, and from there to Grassy Lake, where 
he saw signs of five Indian lodges four or five days old. Here some railway men 
told him they had seen two Indians on the 24th and 25th, but could give him no 
more information. 

It is probable that this calf was killed by a Blood Indian, known as “Sam 
Bedson ” who, having stolen four horses from a Cree at Medicine Hat, broke into and 
robbed the section house at Winnifred on the 23rd, inst., and who might well have 
committed this act of devilment on his way to the reserve. 

On the 15th October another complaint was made by the St. Louis and Cypress 
Cattle Companies’ ranchmen that Indians had killed some of their cattle, and I sent 
out Sergeant Walsh and a party to arrest the offenders, if possible. 


On his return Sergeant Walsh reported :— 


“JT went with two men of the Cypress Cattle Company’s ranch to where a cow 
had been killed, as they believed, by Indians. I saw the carcase of the animal, which 
was lying on the edge of the river. The hide had been stripped off and carried away, 
and the meat had been stripped off the bones, leaving nothing but the skeleton: part 
of the heart was stuck upon one of the horns. The employés of the ranche 
returned home and I crossed the Belly River, and went in the direction where 
I supposed the Indians were camped. I followed the river bank for about two miles 
and could see if any Indians were camped by the river. [came to a big coulée which 
runs out from the river for about half a mile, and as we could not cross it I followed 
it up from the river and crossed at its head. I saw a waggon trail, which I directed 
two of the party to follow; and I and another man went in the direction of the river 
and looked in coulées and river bottoms, but could not see any trace of Indians. I 
came upon a place where they had been camped a few days previous, as I thought 
by the look of the camp. I did not find any traces of meat or any part of the hide 
round the camp. There were lots of traces of antelope meat, by the numerous heads 
which I saw lying on the prairie. I followed the Belly River for twenty-five miles down 
to the mouth of the Big Bow River, and searched all the coulées and river bottoms 
where I thought they would camp. I then camped for the night and proceeded in 
the direction of the Galt railroad next morning.” 

A patrol which, during the past few days has been round the above mentioned 
neighborhood and has made exhaustive enquiries, reports that no Indians have been 
seen there for a month. 

The strength of my division did not permit of it this summer, but next year it 
would be advisable to station a small outpost at or near the month of the Little Bow, 


65 


so as to intercept Indians moving off their reserve into the ranges occupied by the 
cattle in question. 

The six complaints of larceny, in which the offenders have been brought to 
justice, call for no special comment, except, perhaps, the case of “Sam. Bedson,” the 
Blood Indian previously referred to. This Indian stole several articles from the 
section house at Winnifred while the occupants were away, and for some time we 
could get no clue to the thief. The finding of a cashmere neck-kerchief in possession 
of an Indian was the means of putting us on the trail of the thief, who was subse- 
quently sent to the Penitentiary for three years. 

Edward Austin was brought in on the 27th November from Milk River Ridge, 
having been given into custody there for stealing a horse, saddle and bridle and 
overcoat in Lethbridge on the 4th November. Immediately he had stolen the 
articles, the property of different people, he rode off across the line. but was followed 
by the horse’s owner, who found him ata ranche about thirteen or fourteen miles on the 
other side. The stolen horse it appears had got away from him and the ranchmen fetched 
his saddle, &c., from where he was thus set afoot, about ten miles from the ranche. 
Mr. Tom Percel, the owner of the horse, having explained his errand, the saddle and 
bridle were taken charge of by the foreman, and the next morning Austin stole the 
saddle again and hid it, stowing himself away in a root house. Upon hearing of 
this audacious theft the ranchmen turned out and the culprit was soon unearthed. 
Asked why he stole the saddle, which could be of no use to him without a horse, he 
guessed that he meant to steal a horse as well. The question then arose as to 
whether he should be sent to Benton or whether the ranchmen should “deal with 
him” themselves. Neither alternative appeared to suit the prisoner, for he said he 
would rather come back to this side of the line, which he did with Mr. Percel, and 
was given in charge of the first Police post. I now hear that Austin, popularly 
known as “ The Kid,” presumably on account of hisage, which cannot be more than 
twenty or twenty-one, came into this country on a horse which he stole at Benton 
and sold here—so he was doubtless right in conjecturing that his shrift would be 
short if he prolonged his stay on the southern side of the international boundary. 

There have been eleven complaints of horse-stealing in this district since the 
Ist May. Of these missing horses, however, some were found to have merely strayed, 
and seven of them have been recovered. Of the four still unaccounted for, one is 
that stolen by Austin from Mr. Percel, which may yet be recovered, one is at large, 
_having been seen by its owner in a wild state, since it was stolen by and 
broke away from an Indian (identity unknown), and of the other two I am in hopes 
that we may hear something ere long. 

On the'24th October-a Blood Indian named “ Mike” laid an information against 
a Blackfoot for stealing his horse. “ Mike” recovered his horse and the Blackfoot is 
now serving three months’ imprisonment here. 

While on the subject of horses, I may say that, irrespective of the foregoing, 
twenty-three horses have been recovered by the division during the past summer and 
returned to their owners, some of them in the United States. 

In connection herewith, I beg to quote the following letter addressed to me by 
the President of the Territorial Board of Stock Commissioners in Montana :— 


“ MonTANA Stock GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
“ SeorETARY’s Orrice, HeLena, Montana, Ist Sept., 1888. 


“Supt. R. B. Deans, 
“ North-West Mounted Police, 
Lethbridge, N.W.T. 


“ Dear Srr,—At the August meeting of the Montana Stock Growers’ Association, 
and also of the Territorial Board of Stock Commissioners, a resolution was passed 
giving a vote of thanks to the officers and men of the North-West Mounted Police, 


and also to the Canadian authorities generally, for assistance given to many of the 
citizens of Montana in recovering horses stolen from our territory. 

“ Please accept the assurance of our appreciation of courtesies received at your 
hands, which we hope to be able to reciprocate in the future. 


“Very respectfully yours, 
“GRANVILLE STUART, 
“ President Territorial Board of Stock Commissioners.” 


With regard to illicit liquor traffic, perhaps the less said the better. It would 
be idle to deny that illicit liquor is plentiful, and still more idle to pretend that it can 
be suppressed. The utmost that can be done, and to this we have devoted much 
time and attention, is to keep it from obtruding itself on public notice and causing 
annoyance to the public. Any person who wants a drink, and knows where to go, 
can get it without any difficulty whatever, but an igformer will not run the risk of 
social ostracism, which would surely overtake him. The main point to be regretted 
is that wholesome liquor is not obtainable, in place of the fiery poison which is so 
largely imported from the States. 

On the 19th June Sergt. Macdonell, at Milk River Ridge, found the trail of a 
whiskey outfit, and followed it until darkness compelled him to camp for the mght. 
As soon as daylight served he renewed the pursuit next morning, and arrived in 
Lethbridge at 5 o’clock. He found the waggon empty in the town, but no trace of 
its contents, save one 5 gallon keg, the finding of which in a saloon resulted in the 
fine of the proprietor. 

On the 18th September Sergt. Ross seized a four-horse team, waggon and 
load of whiskey and Milwaukee lager beer at Whoop Up, and brought them 
to barracks, where the liquor was destroyed, and the driver fined. This 
seizure caused a little departmental irritation. The seizure was made under 
a clause inserted last session in the North-West Territories Act, providing that 
any vehicle, horses, &c., employed in importing into or conveying through any 
portion of the Territories any illicit intoxicating liquor “shall be forfeited to Her 
Majesty, and may be seized, &c.” ‘The Customs Department claimed the seizure, but 
failed to furnish me, in reply to my written request, with any grounds for their 
claim. They did not know whether the outfit had paid duty, nor whether it was 
liable for duty, nor did I. The Police had reason to know that it was being employed 
in removing liquor from a cache near Whoop Up to a market, and the outfit being 
under seizure, and the owner subject to heavy penalties, as it was, I could hardly 
invite him to lay himself open to another charge, viz., that of evading Customs duties, 
by endeavoring to extract information on the subject from him. 

As Her Majesty would get the benefit of the seizure in any case, it did not seem 
to be a matter of great moment whether the value should accrue to her through Police 
or Customs channel. I therefore held the seizure until instructed by you to deliver 
it up to the Customs officer, on the strength of a declaration made by Lewis, the 
owner, that he had not at any time paid duty on the outfit. 


A somewhat similar seizure was made in Lethbridge on the 10th of October by 
Constable Arrowsmith, with regard to which it may be well to state the facts, Curiosity 
drew this constable to the door of his house in town to see what it was that was 
rumbling past on the evening in question. A waggon containing some men was 
driving by, and one of the men jumped down on seeing Constable Arrowsmith and began 
to talk to him. This aroused the constable’s suspicions and he followed the waggon, 
which he eventually found inside a corral, the horses not unhitched. The driver, 
whom he recognized, disappeared just as he entered. In the waggon he found nothing 
but a large koe of whiskey, so drove the waggon, just as it was, to barracks. The 
liquor was spilt and the driver fined on his plea of guilty. The foregoing i is the sole 
foundation of a pathetic story which appeared in some newspapers, that a poor 
freighter carrying from one place to another some one’s household effects, which, 


67 


without his knowledge, included a small keg of whiskey, had had his team, &c., seized 
and confiscated by the Police. This waggon and team, J may add, are still held here, 
pending instructions as to their disposal. It is well known in Lethbridge, and is not 
in any way liable to seizure under the Customs Act. I believe certain affidavits 
have been sent to Ottawa regarding the true ownership of the horses, with a view to 
having the seizure remitted. 

Out of ariot amongst the Hungarian miners arose a liquor prosecution which 
was interesting in some respects. Hop beer is extensively brewed and sold here. So 
long as it is not adulterated itis not unpalatable, and one would certainly judge it to 
be harmless. It has, morover, the advantage of keeping the money in the country. 

The Hungarians consume large quantities of it. When they lay themselves out 
for a day’s enjoyment they empty several dozen bottles ($1.50 per dozen) into a tub, 
sit round and drink and soak their bread in the mixture. On the Sunday of the riot 
a number of them had been thus drinking in one of their houses the greater part of 
the day, with the result that by evening many of them were undeniably drunk. <A 
few days afterwards Constable Minnezewsky, of Slavonic extraction, was in pursuit of 
his calling in a saloon, where a certain Hungarian toper sat with him for some hours 
drinking what purported to be hop beer. About 11.30 p.m. they left the saloon 
together, got into some altercation in the street and were arrested for being drunk and 
disorderly. 

The Hungarian next day pleaded guilty to drunkenness, and thereupon the pro- 
prietor of the saloun was prosecuted under the prohibitory law. Conviction and fine 
resulted, and these were sustained on appeal, but the hop beer question remained 
pretty much where it was before. 

Taken in moderation, this beer is certainly harmless, and it is puzzling to know 
how a man can swallow enough to get drunk on. Given, however, a man of the 
required capacity, who deliberately sits down to consume two or three dozen bottles 
in an evening, it is to the interest of saloon keepers not to serve him beyond a certain 

oint. Two or three Hungarian miners think nothing of drinking sixty or seventy 
bottles between them in an evening. 

A Blood Indian named “ Running Coyote” was found drunk on the 18th October, 
and on his information the proprietress of an hotel in town was prosecuted under the 
Indian Act. He said that he had bought four bottles of beer from her for a dollar, 
and had taken them to his lodge, where he got drunk on them. 

The defendant produced evidence to show that she had not sold any beer to the 
Indian in question, and as the Indian’s testimony was uncorroborated the case fell 
through. 

An unsatisfactory feature of the existing liquor law is that Indians can and do 
obtain intoxicating liquor, and it is extremely difficult to sustain a prosecution for 
selling to them, partly owing to their inability to understand questions put to them 
in accordanee with the laws of evidence. 

“Running Coyote,” in the case now under review, flatly contradicted himself 
under cross-examination. He gave his grunt of affirmation in reply to a question 
which was totally at variance with his former testimony, and his face the while 
betokened that his mind was completely befogged as to the meaning and drift of the 
question. 

Whether under a high license law, under which lawful dealers would combine to 
assist in suppressing illicit vendors, Indians would have the same facilities for 
obtaining liquor, is matter for conjecture. 

The fifteen complaints of offences under the head of miscellaneous are principally 
cases of “drunk and disorderly” conduct among a certain section of miners ; one 
profanation of the Lord’s day ; one perjury, arising out of a liquor prosecution; and 
two evasions of Customs duties. 

In May last a patrol from Pendant d’Oreille came across aman named Thomas 
Berubé with a waggon and five horses. In reply to enquiries he said he was going 
to Maple Creek, having come from the Sweet Grass Hills. Constable Campbell told 
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him to come to camp to see the non-commissioned officer, and they journeyed thither- 
ward. When about half a mile from camp Berubé said he was hungry and his 
horses were tired ; so, having unhitched his team, Campbell told him to mount one of 
them and come to the camp for breakfast. After riding about 50 yards Berubé 
asked permission to fetch his pocket-book from his waggon. Instead of a pocket- 
book, however, he took out a revolver and galloped away. Constables Campbell and 
Chapman followed. When Campbell ranged up alongside of him his horse stumbled 
and fell, and he says: ‘I jumped as the horse was falling and caught him by the 
halter, when he pulled his revolver and told me he would shoot; his horse jerked his 
head away from me and Berubé went off again. I fired in the air, but he took no 
notice. While I was cinching up my horse Berubé turned around to Chapman and 
said he would riddle him with bullets if he followed him any further. We followed 
him fifteen miles from camp. Berubé got into a slough and mired, jumped off his 
horse and tried to lead him out. I got within 150 yards of him and halted him three 
times. I fired a shot in the air and he would not stop, so I shot his horse, brought 
him into camp and from there to Lethbridge with his four horses and outfit.” 

Notice was sent to the Customs officer and he sized the outfit on its arrival 
here. As the horses appeared to be glandered I telegraphed for Veterinary Surgeon 
Wroughon, who pronounced the disease to be a virulent form of glanders, and 
recommended the destruction of horses, waggon and everything in it. The Customs 
officer acted upon their recommendation. 

The slaughter and destruction were carried out by the Police, some of whose 
clothes suffered destruction in the process, forwhich they, not unreasonably, look for 
some compensation. 


INDIANS. 


The Indians that have come this way from the Blood Reserve have, on the 
whole, behaved themselves well. Some few come to work, and work well. Others 
bring their women for immoral purposes, and these I have made a point of sending 
away as soon as I know of their arrival and business. Others come with all sorts of 
plausible pretexts to account for being off their reserve without a pass. Some do 
not appear to think a pass necessary at all. One Indian produced a pass which was 
exactly a year old, and therewith was quite content. Some of them seem to be aware 
that in point of law they have as much right to roam about the country as white 
men, and that confinement to a reserve was not one of the provisions of their treaty. 
It thus behoves the police to be very careful in handling them, to avoid being com- 
pelled to take back water, in case of an Indian’s asserting his right to freedom of 
action, and maintaining it. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 


The extent of ground covered by “K” Division outposts and patrols during the 
past summer is, at amoderate computation, one hundred and seventy miles straight on 
end from Divisional headquarters—that is, fifty—five miles almost due south from 
Lethbridge to Milk River Ridge; thence, following the Milk River eastward, sixty- 
five miles to Pendant d’Oreille Coulée; thence, again, twenty miles north-east to 
Many Berries Creek, and from there thirty miles on to Willow Creek, the most 
western outpost of “A” Division. 

The outposts furnishing the patrols which scouted this extent of country were 
posted as follows :— 


Kipp's Comleoi. cir cen... steerv ss 1 N.C. O., 3 constables, 4 horses. 
Mlk River Ridge cs. isven sees sees 1 is fs + ae 
Writing-on-Stone, ........ sseceseees 1 ‘s 5 . Boe 
Pendant d’ Oreille. sini... scsdees esse 1 3 5 = Sie as 
Many Berries Creek............... 1 Sy 4 Fae a 
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The section of country round each outpost was thoroughly and systematically 
scouted, and a weekly connection maintained between “A” Division in the east and 
“H” Division in the west. 

The camps were kept in good order, the conduct and health of the men excel- 
lent, and the horses well cared for. 

The camp at Kipp’s Coulée was a necessity for keeping up communication with 
the frontier line, besides watching Indians who moved off their reserve in that 
direction, for water was not to be had in other places in convenient proximity ; 
otherwise I should have been glad to spare both horses and men the discomfort and 
annoyance of living in such a place—the mosquitoes and bulldog flies being a veri- 
table plague. There is no wood in this coulée, and wood and coal have to be sent out 
from here. 

The camp at the Milk River Ridge is situate within wiew and easy access of the 
trail leading from Lethbridge to Benton, along which there is a fair amount of travel. 
Illicit whiskey traders, &., as a rule, cross more to the westward. The forty miles 
between the ridge and “ D” Division outpost at Pot Hole Coulée is a long stretch of 
country to watch. Whiskey traders bring their loads to the line and, if necessary, 
“cache” them while they look ahead. When the coast is clear they load up their teams 
and make a rush for it. The boundary being so near they can easily do this, and as 
they know every inch of the country and have selected their spot for crossing the 
river, a little darkness, so far from being unfavorable to them, screens without 
hindering their operations. 

A frame building measuring 30 x 20 x 9 feet, with a lean-to kitchen, has just been 
completed here by the contractors, and will accommodate a non-commissioned officer 
and six men. A partition across one end furnishes a small room and office for the non- 
commissioned officer in command. A good cellar, measuring 10 x 10 x 7 ft wasdug by 
the men of the detachment. 

A stable, also completed, affords room for ten horses, and about twenty tons of 
hay have been stacked. 

There is no wood at the ridge, and coal has to be sent out from Lethbridge, as to 
Kipp’s Coulée, for cooking purposes in summer and heating in winter. 

At Writing-on-Stone there is wood for firing, and some logs have been cut in a 
coulée by the detachment during thesummer, with a view to putting up buildings, 
but owing to the eptdemic among our horses the logs could not be got out. 

A trail about four miles long has, however, been cut from the mouth of the 
coulée to the timber, and an intervening creek has ‘een bridged, so that the logs 
can be “snaked” when horse-power is available. This is an important outpost, being 
a few miles north of the Sweet Grass Hills and the mining camp there. 

Pendant d’Oreille camp is a long thirty-five miles ride from Writing-on-Stone. 
There are several good camping grounds in the large coulée which is know by that 
name, and there is a sufficiency of wood. The detachment there has built a small log 
building, about 16 x 14 x 9 ft, which will be useful as a kitchen next year, and there 
are about thirty good sized logsready to put up an extension for a barrack room. There 
is also a well built corral, about 40 feet square, and enough logs have been sent to bridge 
an awkward ditch (called “canal ”) about fifteen miles out on the Many Berries Creek 
road, and to bridge a deep mud hole in Kipp’s Coulée, at both of which places an 
axle is likely to suffer under a load. Pendant d’Oreille Coulée bristles with rattle- 

snakes, of which the men have killed a great number. 
From Pendant d’Oreille to Willow Creek it is a long fifty miles, and I therefore 
established a small outpost at Many Berries Creek to keep up the connectien with 
“ A” Division and to watch the country through which it is said that marauding 
Indians, &c., make their way from Kennedy’s Crossing towards Medicine Hat. 


The water, however, was so bad and scarce that after a time I was compelled to 
withdraw this detachment to Pendant d’Oreille, and to work the Many Berries Creek 
country with the help of a pack horse. 


The main trail has been carefully mended and levelled, so as to ease the pro- 
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vision trains as much as possible. A short cut to Many Berries Creek was found 
impracticable, owing to scarcity of water, so every load of provisions and forage had 
to travel the full distance—280 miles in the round trip. 

Inspectors White-Fraser and Bradley have relieved each other in taking charge 
of the outposts, and have remained out with them for a month at a time. 

For shoeing purposes, a farrier with a team, waggon and portable forge was 
stationed at Writing-on-Stone. 


ASSISTANCE TO THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT, 


We have not been called upon to render any assistance to the Indian Depart- 
ment, beyond escorting the Bloods’ treaty money from Dunmore to Lethbridge by rail. 


ASSISTANCE TO THE RAILROADS. 


The capture of the Winnifred section horse thief, and the prosecution of an 
employé under the prohibitory liquor law (which latter was, however, withdrawn), 
were the only occasions upon which the North-Western Coal and Navigation 
Company’s railroad required our intervention. 


ASSISTANCE TO THE CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT. 


This may be comprehended in the arrest of Berubé, in the seizure of a band of 
horses belonging to Messrs. Nyhart, Brown and Vancycle, who were charged with 
evading Customs dues, and the seizare of Lewis’ whiskey outfit. 

I have, moreover, furnished to the Customs officers here the names ofsuch people 
as may have been ordered by any of the outposts to report themselves and pass entry 
for their goods. 


DISCIPLINE, CONDUCT, ETC. 


The discipline of the division is excellent, and I have every reason to speak in 
the highest terms of the conduct of the men since I have been in command. 

While the division, as a whole, has contributed $143 to the fine fund, between 
the lst May and the 30th November, it has, on the other hand, deposited $1,487 in 
the various banking institutions of the country. 


DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETC. 


Very little drill has taken place this summer, owing to there being no men 
available for it, and the same may be said of target practice, except that whenever 
it has been possible to collect three or four men who were not required for more 
pressing duty they have been sent to the range. Target practice is now going on 
and will continue as long as weather permits. The men who have just returned 
from outpost duty have had a good deal of practice during the summer, and many of 
them are excellent shots. A man who can kill a prairie chicken or a goose with a 
bullet at an unknown distance does not require to expend much ammunition at a 
target. 

PHYSIQUE. 


The physique of the division, as a whole, is good, and above the average. 
HEALTH. 


The health of the division has been good upon the whole. With the exception 
of one or two men, whom probably the field diet did not suit at first, the men in camp 
have been in rude heatlh. The sick list for June, July and August averaged 4; 
per day, and this high rate may be accounted for by some severe accidents. Constable 
Hervey had his ankle broken by a horse falling with him. Constable Costello was 
thrown by a new broncho against the side of the stable and had his ankle broken 
also. Constable Ross accidentally shot himself in the foot, and all these men were 
on the sick list for a long time. The two latter are so still. 
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RECRUITS. 


The only man who has been engaged here was ex-Sergt. McMinn, who has been 
since transferred to “D” Division. 


RATIONS. 


The rations are sufficient in quantity and good in quality. 1 have heard no 
com plaints. 


KITS, CLOTHING, ETC, 


I think the feeling is general that the price of the serge tunic is too high, 
considering the quality of the garment. Most duty men have to provide one or two 
at their own expense in the course of a year. Men on continuous prairie work 
require the shelter from the sun which a broad-brimmed cow-boy hat affords better 
than any other head-dress. 

HORSES. 


The horses purchased this year have turned out fairly well, with a few exceptions. 
The death roll is abnormally large, and includes, I am sorry to say, the best horses 
in the division. They were carried off by an epidemic which baftled the skill of the 
veterinary surgeons, and the nature of which, as they will report upon it, I need not 
further allude to. It was unfortunately imported by two of our own horses, which 
stampeded in a thunder storm at Writing-on-Stone and ran into the States. We 
recovered them from a ranche belonging to a man named Miller, about seventy miles 
across the line. Soon after recovery one of the said horses, Reg. No. 1472, sickened 
with a slight running at the nose, became dull, &c., ate very little, and the hind 
quarters (of which he appeared to have lost the use) swelled to a great size. The 
horse was brought in by easy stages for treatment in barracks, and after a long and 
tedious illness, falling away to skin and bone, recovered. He has regained flesh, &c., 
and looks well, but does not seem to have recovered the full use of his limbs even yet. 
His runaway companion died of the disease in four days; most of the others 
succumbed in less than six days. We subsequently heard that Miller had lost every 
one of fourteen horses which he had on his ranche. The veterinary surgeons after 
some time concluded that the disease was typhoid influenza. 

The horses of this division have done a great deal of work during the past season. 
Supplying the outposts with rations, forage, coal, &c., has kept four four-horse teams 
fully employed, and that these horses have done so well is due to the care taken of 
them by the drivers, who have well earned the trifling extra pay—10 cents per day— 
which they receive for this duty. Four-horse teams are a necessity in this country 
where the grades are so abrupt. Constable Aylesworth, for instance, has rung the 
changes on five horses since the lst December, 1887, which have travelled, respec- 
tively, 5,222, 5,153, 5,199, 4,374 and 2,865 miles. These are all rolling fat, but at least 
two of them are too much “gone” in the legs to do much more Police work. 
Constable Aylesworth was more fortunate than the other teamsters, who have driven 
as far, in not having his team broken up by death, &c. 

I enclose a return of the distance travelled by each horse of the division since 
the Ist December, 1887. Total 177,785 miles. (Not printed.) 

At least fifteen of our horses will require to be cast, being unfit for further Police 
work, and ten good teams and twenty saddle horses will then be required to place 
the division in an efficient condition. I may add that the division in the past has 
been largely horsed by transfers from other divisions, and it is not in human nature 
for commanding officers to part with their best horses. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


We are well supplied with saddlery. The ten double cinche saddles supplied this 
year, and made by Mr. Hutchins, of Winnipeg, are so far satisfactory. 
17—5 
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The greater part of the harness is considerably worn. Four new sets of wheel 
and four of lead will be required for heavy work next year. The Saddler-Major from 
Regina has recently inspected and taken notes of other requirements. 


STABLES. 


The stable accommodation is sufficient for our present needs, and the buildings are 
roomy and well ventilated. 


FORAGE. 


The greater part of the hay suppled this year was cut at a distance of from thirty 
to thirty-five miles from here, on and near the Milk River Ridge. The average price 
per ton, $16.75, is high, but there is not much money in hauling upwards otf thirty 
miles, considering the price of labor in this country. 


TRANSPORT. 


Of ten heavy waggons on our strength, six are fit for the road, the remainder 
being old and much worn. The waggons furnished to this division, like the horses, 
were mostly contributions from other divisions. I understand three new waggons 
are ordered for us, and will arrive,at once. Those we have are of various patterns. 
Waggons for our use require to be heavy, capable of carrying 40 cwt., and fitted 
with good strong brakes. One broad gauge waggon is much needed for the string 
team. 


ARMS. 


The arms have all been examined by the Acting Armourer, and he reports that 
some of the carbines which have been on detachment during the year are badly honey- 
combed. With a supply of a dozen barrels and proportion of other parts, the arms 
can all be put into a serviceable condition. One dozen new revolvers are required. 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


Each outpost, no matter whether the non-commissioned officer is below the 
rank of sergeant or not, should be provided with at least one pair of field glasses, as 
should each scouting party. 

There are only four pairs of glasses in the division, whereas at least ten are 
required. 


DESERTIONS. 


Four desertions have taken place in this division since the lst May. A four- 
horse teamster, Constable Findlay, conveying provisions to the outposts, persuaded 
Constable Jolliffe to leave his detachment at Writing-on-Stone and cross into the 
United States, on the 21st of May. On the 17th July Constable MclIsaac, and on the 
23rd July Constable Hill, deserted from Lethbridge. Both of these were discontented 
men. A whiskey peddler conveyed them across the line. 


INSPECTIONS OF DIVISION. 


The post has been inspected by yourself, on the 19th May, and by yourself, with 
the Assistant Commissioner, on the 12th September. 


BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE. 


This Post has been much improved during the past summer. A wire fence has 
been erected round the reserve, which keeps cattle from straying into the barracks, 
and adds to the appearance and neatness of the place. 

A coal shed has been constructed, measuring 10ft. x 12ft., capable of holding 
about twenty tons, for use when stress of weather prevents our hauling from the 
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mine. This shed was built by contract by Messrs. Bruce & McFarquhar, of 
Lethbridge, at a cost of $75, and is a well constructed building. 

A building, designed as orderly room and recreation room is now nearly 
completed by Mr. A. J. Scott, contractor. Price, $875. It measures 36ft. x 18ft. 
x 10ft.; plastered throughout; divided into two rooms by a partition 16ft. from the 
west end. The smaller. room is the orderly room and the larger the recreation- 
room. Neither, however, is large enough for the purpose for which it is required. 

A waggon-shed is also almost completed, being a lean-to on the south side of 
No. 1 stable, and measuring 102ft. x 22ft. x 10ft. Messrs. Bruce & McFarquhar, 
contractors. Price, $411. Some protection for the transport was much needed, but 
the shed in question should be closed at the ends to be of use. 

I have already alluded to the buildings for the outpost at Milk River Ridge. They 
were erected by Messrs. Bruce & McFarquhar, at a cost of $1,246. They are situated 
in a sheltered spot, within easy access of a spring, which does not freeze up. 

A large quantity of barrack furniture and repairs have been completed this 
summer. The plaster in many parts of the barracks will require to be removed. 
Indeed, the buildings rock so much in a high wind that it is questionable whether 
plaster is suitable. It is generally conceded that a wood lining would be better, 
although the rooms are more easily lighted and are more cheerful with plaster. 

Such indispensables as mess-tables and benches, coal-boxes for barrack-rooms, &c., 
&c., have been made. 


POLICE RESERVE. 


The reserve here is too small. Our hay corral stands, perforce, on the edge of 
the reserve adjoining a highroad, and over that road it is obvious that we can 
exercise no control. Boys playing there with matches, &c., &c., may result in a 
serious conflagration. Except in the barrack square, which is hardly a suitable place, 
we have not room on the Reserve for a menage, and at the present and anticipated 
rate of progression the barracks will ere long be in the centre of the town. 


FUEL. 


Fuel is hauled daily, or as required, from the North-Western Coal and Navigation 
Company’s mine by our own teams, a reserve being kept in the small coal shed to 
meet the contingency of rough weather. The coal is good. 


TELEPHONES. 
We have none. 
TELEGRAPH LINES. 


A telegraph line to Milk River Ridge would save our horses’ legs. If the 
projected railroad between this place and Benton should come to pass, telegraphic 
communication will, of course, be provided. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


We have no fire protection beyond that afforded by six extinguishers and water 
pails in barrack rooms. The water barrels under the eave-pipes had to be emptied 
as soon as the frost sets in. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


All water used in the barracks is hauled in our own water cart from the North- 
Western Coal and Navigation Company’s tank, upwards of half a mile distant. In 
winter it is impossible to keep any water in the water-waggon over night, and the 
teamster has to haul a load in the morning before the horses can be watered. 

Under averbal agreement, a Mr. John Brown, of Lethbridge, commenced to 
bore an artezian well within the barracks on the 25th May last, the agreement being 
that he should bore the well, line it with 6 inch casing and strike water, finding 
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all necessaries for the work, for the sum of $3 per foot for the first hundred feet, 
rising 50 cents per foot for each additional 50 feet. On or about the 27th June, 
having bored about 115 feet, he was obliged to abandon the hole, on account of 
quicksands and boulders (as he said), and began another close to it. 

On about 15th August, having bored this second hole to a depth of about 235 
feet, he lost some of his tools, and being unable to extract them, was obliged to 
abandon that hole, and with it a quantity of casing. 

On the 17th August he began a third hole at a few yards distance, but quicksand 
prevented his going beyond a depth of about 300 feet. 

On the Ist October, pursuant to your instructions, [drew up a written agreement, 
in which the specified conditions were set forth and which was duly completed. The 
contractor abandoned the third hole on the 3rd November, and gave me to understand 
that it would be necessary to provide a heavier engine. He has since, but without 
success, applied for a grant of $1,500 to enable him to carry on the work, and I am 
now in ignorance of what his intentions are. Meanwhile, the water supply is the 
pressing question of the day. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


The want of bridges over the rivers in this neighbourhood does not affect us so 
much as the Macleod Division, but to the settlers generally the want of a bridge over 
a torrent such as the Belly River when it is swollen is fraught with much danger to 
life and property. 

Broad gauge waggons are mostly used in this country, and our narrow gauge 
waggons do not suit the trails. We have now, however, made our own trail around 
the outposts, where nearly all of our heavy teaming is done, 80 we are not so much 
affected as we were. 


FERRIES, 


There is a licensed ferry over the Belly River here, but it does not supply the 
want ofa bridge, in that it frequently cannot cross the river, owing to ice running, &c. 

There is also a private ferry over the Old Man’s River at Kipp, provided by 
the enterprise of the keeper of the stopping place there. He declines, however, to 
accept licensed ferry fares, on the ground that the rates would not pay him, and that 
no person could be found who would provide and maintain a ferry at Kipp upon the 
lines laid down by the ferry ordinance. This is the spot at which a poor freighter 
had his string team swept away last spring while fording the Old Man’s River. 
Fifteen of his horses were drowned. 


CROPS, 


The area under crop, in an essentially ranching country such as this is, as might 
be expected, small, and appears to be cultivated mainly with a view to home consum- 
tion either by man or beast. Mr. Russell, on the St. Mary’s River, had about six 
acres of oats, averaging rather over thirty-three bushels per acre, and Mr, D. Akers, 
at Whoop-up claims forty-two bushels per acre to his seven acres of wheat. He had 
also forty-two acres of oats, yielding twenty-five bushels per acre. Peas, potatoes and 
turnips seem to have been everywhere good. Mr. Russell tried a little buckwheat 
as an experiment, with very encouraging results. 

The large ranchers in this district attempt very little farming. 


RANCHING PROSPECTS. 


Without venturing on debatable land, I think I may say that the opinion is 
steadily gaining ground that the small ranche will pay better than the large one, 
and that a man having no more cattle, Xc., than he can shelter and, if necessary, feed 
ous stress of weather, will succeed best in the end, in that his losses will not be so 

eavy. 
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GAME. 


Prairie chickens and ducks are plentiful, The former are to be found chiefly in 
the coulées and river bottoms. There was a plentiful supply of antelope. I say 
“was” because the Indians have killed great numbers this year, and if they continue 
to kill them in the breeding season antelope will soon beas scarce as buffalo. A camp 
of eight or nine lodges, under “‘ Heavy Shields,” was at Grassy Lake this summer 
with upwards of 125 skins, &c. 


PRAIRIE FIRES. 


There have been five large prairie fires within about ten miles of Lethbridge, 
which have been extinguished by the few men left in barracks On one occasion 
about fifteen men worked from 1:30 p.m., until 7 p.m. under a blazing afternoon sun, 
and put out upwards of seven miles of fire, which otherwise would have caused disastr- 
ous results. This was not the only occasion that the Police fagged themselves out to 
save property, the owners of which, or at all events the employées in which did not 
seem to think themselves called upon to lend a hand. The accepted principle that 
the Police are bound to put out prairie fires is likely to be ridden to death. Most of the 
aforementioned fires were undoubtedly started by the North-Western Coal and Naviga- 
tion Company’s railroad. No prosecution has resulted, for want of sufficient evidence. 

I beg to enclose a return of criminal and other cases tried here from the Ist 
December, 1887, to the 30th November, 1888. 

I have already forwarded to you a map of this section of country, showing the 
routes taken by patrols and the outposts established during the past season. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. BURTON DEANE, 
Superintendent Commanding “ K” Division. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX G, 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT STEELE, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED 
POLICE, 1888. 


Fort Macieop, N.W.T, 1st December, 1888. 
Sir,—I have the honor to submit this, my report, for the year ending 30th 
November, 1888. 
GENERAL STATE OF DISTRICT. 


The general state of the Kootenay District, in which the division was stationed 
at the beginning of the year, was, as regards law and order among both the white 
and the red population, in a very satisfactory state. Any feelings of uneasiness 
experienced by the white settlers during the latter part of last year, as to the behavior 
towards them of their Indian neighbors, have entirely vanished, both white and red 
men carrying on their usual avocations in a peaceful and quiet manner. 


CRIME. 

No serious crimes occurred during the stay of the division in the Kootenay 
District, the only case proven being that of two Chinamen, charged on the 3rd 
January, 1888, with having Government property illegally in their possession. They 
were fined $25 and costs each. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 


A detachment of two men were stationed at the Kootenay Crossing, forty-five 
miles from the Post, for the purpose of receiving and forwarding stores from Golden 
to the barracks. A similar detachment of three men was stationed at Sam’s Land- 
ing, on the Upper Columbia Lake, for a like purpose. A non-commissioned officer 
and two Constables were stationed at Fenwick’s Lower Ranch, ten miles from the 
Post, and on the banks of the Kootenay River, to take charge of the herd, all the 
horses of the division, with the exception of a few kept in for immediate use, being 
out all the time. These detachments also attended to all matters relating to the 
preservation of peace in their vicinity. 

The patrols in Kootenay went to Golden City, 190 miles from the Post, in a 
northerly direction ; Tobacco Plains, eighty miles south; Col. Baker’s, twelve miles ; 
Isadore’s, eighteen miles, and the Mission, beven miles, on the western bank of the 
Kootenay River; Wild Horse Creek, Gold Mines, four miles, and Fenwick’s Upper 
and Lower Ranches, ten miles, on the eastern side of the river. Also continual 
patrols to the Columbia Lakes, Kootenay Crossing, Elk River, and for some distance 
down the Sand Point Trail, thus keeping a thorough supervision over the three trails 
which form the only ingress and egress of the Kootenay District. 


MACLEOD. 


On the 17th September, one month after the arrival of the Division at Fort 
Macleod, the following detachments were sent out to relieve the men of “ H” Divi- 


sion, Viz. :— 

Pincher- Crock. jesibiveenssescrexscancess 1 Sergeant 3 Constables. 
Big: Bend... sccm veconsas erexsaeencas scot’ 1 af 3 . 
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pian AOE Cos ccgss seeeadan casa rane reeeptte et 1 Corporal 3 . 

OR MAY Oy ons wentha een dete a? 1 i 3 a 
Lay Upper herr Hater re len 1 ee 2 es 
EGAVINYB a8 oons tates ewer ereeet 3 Constables. 


KO ObOmA Yi ccsce te Se one ahd ees haat enone 2 
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These detachments remained unchanged unt:l the 4th November, when Corporal 
Hammond relieved Constable H. Hope of charge of the Leavings. On the 6th the 
Pot Hole detachment was called in for the winter. On the 8th the Pincher Creek 
detachment were relieved by “H” Division men, and sent to strengthen Kipp. 
Two constables were also sent from Big Bend to Kipp, making the strength of the 
latter detachment up to one non-commissioned officer and seven constables. The 
remaining non-commissioned officer and constable of Big Bend detachment were 
removed to Kootenay, making the strength at that place one non-commissioned 
officer and three constables. The outposts now occupied by “D” Division are as 
follows, viz. :— 


AID sae sederern amit rsdaic a,x ae gah se 1 Sergeant 7 Constables 
Root enay a? aoxeireei eae cas babes e 1 BS 3 * 
DUNN OPY Sivecdes tees tue wena a. 92 Corporal 3 et 
SLANCKOMT a nerye tice min iole sence teas 1 . 3 cs 
TOAVIN GS suse ee sets e secs cts 1 e 2 : 


From what I have learned, the settlers and public generally are highly pleased 
at the manner in which the patrolling has been carried out, and the demeanor of the 
members of the force towards them. 

Patrols have been kept up between all these detachments, and the ranches 
within a radius of twenty miles of each outpost visited at least once a fortnight. 


ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT, 


While the division was stationed at Kootenay I rendered all the assistance I 
could to the Indian Department, by enquiring into any complaints, or into the wants 
of any of the Indians, and giving any advice or help to Mr. Phillips, the Indian 
Agent, that he might require. By suggesting to Dr. Powell, sr., Indian Commissioner 
of British Columbia, that irrigating ditches and schools should be made for the 
benefit of the Indians, both of which have been well carried out, and by allowing the 
Police Interpreter Berland to act for the Indians whenever they required an inter- 
preter to make known their wants. 


DISCIPLINE, CONDUCT, ETC. 


The discipline and conduct of the division in general has been very satisfactory. 
All ranks have been willing and obedient to those in authority over them, and as 
over half the division are total abstainers the conduct of its members, with the 
exception only of some half-dozen, has been all that could be desired. The non-com- 
missioned officers of the division consist of three staff sergeants, four sergeants and 
six corporals, 

Division Sergeant-Major Smart has been of great assistance to me, and a marked 
improvement in the feeling of the division has been noticeable since his appoint- 
ment. Hospital Sergeant Mercer has been always very attentive to his duties, and 
kind to the sick under his charge. Quartermaster-Sergeant Fane thoroughly 
understands his duties, and has been of very great assistance to me in the moving of 
the division to and from the Kootenay District. 

The remaining non-commissioned officers, generally, are intelligent and altogether 
superior men, only two having been charged with neglect of duty during the last 
twelve months. 


OFFICERS, 


The officers of the division besides myself are Inspectors Wood and Huot and 
Assistant-Surgeon Powell, who are all well up in their work and attentive to their 
duties, which have kept them fully employed, for owing to the peculiar nature of the 
duties of the force it makes it appear to be under-officered. Although there are 
enough for garrison duty, when the visiting of patrols and outposts, magisterial 
and garrison duties combined, are taken into account, it will be found that their 
time is fully occupied. 
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Inspector Wood has been very active and painstaking, being variously employed 
while in the Kootenay District, and since our arrival at Macleod was Acting Adjutant 
until very recently. 

Inspector Huot has superintended the drills, and assisted very much in the 
target practice of the division, has been of great assistance to me on the line of 
march from Kootenay to Fort Macleod, and on all other occasions. 

Assistant-Surgeon Powell is very popular in the division as a medical officer, in 
consequence of his strict attention to the men, and he is punctual and painstaking to 
a marked degree. 

The experience gained by officers, non-commissoned officers and men of the 
division while in British Columbia has been of great service to them, and has, in my 
opinion, greatly enhanced their value to their country. 

There appears to be considerable doubt among the officers as to their future 
prospects in the Force. Promotions are doubtful, owing to the few vacancies that 
occur, and the present arrangement for superannuation, pay, &c., appears to give 
small encouragement. An officer on joining the Force receives the same pay as those 
in the same rank who have served many years. 

As an incentive to activity, and to make up for the absence of promotion, I 
would recommend that an annual increase in the rates of pay be adopted, whereby 
an officer of long service, if efficient, could obtain an increase to his income, provided 
he has been reported to the Minister as deserving of the same. It would also appear 
that the length of service for full superannuation is too long. Ann officer who has 
performed the arduous duties which are required of him in this force, and which are 
quite as trying as those of a campaign, cannot, after twenty years’ service, unless 
possessed of a superior constitution, be considered able to perform them in a 
satisfactory manner 

It would appear that an officer who has ceased to be able to endure the same 
hardships as the men of his division can no longer be suited for his position. 


DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETC. 


Squad and “setting-up” drill commenced on the 3rd April and continued until 
the 12th May. All non-commissioned officers had opportunities of instructing squads, 
superintended by Inspector Huot and myself. 

Target practice with carbine began on the 14th May and finished the 2nd June. 

Revolver practice commenced on the 4th June and finished on the 12th. 

The division was fully instructed in mounted drill, as laid down in the Mounted 
Infantry Regulations, while under canvas at the Four-Mile Creek, preparatory to moy- 
ing out of the Kootenay District. Every movement in the book has been performed 
well and thoroughly gone into. 

During the winter months the men were thoroughly instructed in the duties of 
a constable, as laid down in the ‘Constables’ Manual,” Inspectors Wood and Huot 
each taking their sub-division every other night until the entire book had been 
thoroughly gone through. This has had a very beneficial effect, the men having 
taken great interest in it. I would recommend that every member of the force be 
issued with one of these manuals, and prizes given to the most efficient man in each 
division, 


PHYSIQUE. 


The members of the “D” Division, as regards physique, are a fine body of men, 
a great many being considerably over 6 feet high, and measuring as much as 44 
four inches around the chest. Taking the division all through, the average height 
is 5 feet 9finches , and chest measurement 38} inches. 


RECRUITS. 


The only recruit taken on in this division during the past year was Regl. No. 
2184, Constable D. Ritchie, who has gone through his course of drill and is tolerably 
conversant with his duties as a constable. 
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HEALTH. 


The only serious case of illness during the past twelve months was that of the 
late Regl. No. 1836, Constable Mitchell, who died at Kootenay on the 15th 
December, 1887, the last victim of the fever epidemic at that place. Since then the 
general health of the members of the division has been all that could be desired. 


RATIONS. 


The rations supplied to the division have been of excellent quality, and no com- 
plaints of any consequence have been made during the year. 

The beef'and vegetables were purchased in the Kootenay District; the groceries, 
with the exception of a small quantity purchased just before leaving, were sent trom 
headquarters, and the flour from the same source, with the exception of some 10,000 
pounds, purchased from Mr. Galbraith during the early spring, and which was quite 
equal to any that could be obtained in the North-West Territories, 


KITS, CLOTHING, ETN, 


The-supply of clothing for the division ran short during the early part of the 
year, before the division left Kootenay, but since its arrival at Macleod all shortages 
have been made up, and kits are complete. Furcaps, breeches, stockings, are of better 
quality than last year. The grey overcoats are inferior, as reported before. 


INCREASED RATES OF PAY. 


During the past year forty-nine members of the division have received t he 
increase awarded as good conduct pay, and six artizans working at their trades. 


ARMS AND ARTILLERY. 


The present Winchester carbine appears to have served its purpose, being 
inaccurate, easily damaged, and requiring a great deal of care in cleaning. I beg to 
suggest that it be changed this year to some other arm which has been tested for 
military purposes. 

It is astonishing that the Winchester carbine has done as well as it has, for some 
of them have been a great many years in use, and if there is anything that would 
indicate that careful inspections are made, and the men of the force are careful of 
the Government property, it is the fact that these arms have been kept in an efficient 
state, considering the exceedingly rough usage they necessarily receive. 

The present pattern of pistol (Enfield) is all that is required, combining simplicity 
of action with tolerable accuracy in shooting. 

The number of carbines in the division was 102, out of which 9 were broken 
during the year. Of revolvers, out of 89, 8 have been broken. 


DESERTIONS. 


The desertions during the last twelve months have been four in number, viz., Con- 
stable Keays, 4th April; Constable McDonald, 6th April; Constable Steele, 19th April ; 
Constable O’Connor, 3rd May—but there is no prospect of any more, as the mén 
appear to be well contented with their lot. Desertions usually occur in the first year 
of a man’s service, and itis generally those who have been accustomed to a roving life, 
or who have always lived in large cities, where sources of amusement are numerous, 
or those who have got into debt and are disheartened thereby. 

The class among which no desertions take place appears to me to be those of 
young Canadians or Englismen of good education, and farmers’ sons and respectable 
mechanics from the Canadian Provinces. If recreation-room accomodation were 
increased, gymnasium and libraries established, canteens carried on on the same footing 
as in the army, there would be very few desertions. The construction of the Montana 
Central Railway has been of great advantage to the force, in having overrun 
Montana with workingmen, reducing the rates of wages in that Territory, 
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SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS. 


The banking account of the division during the past twelve months was been 
exceptionally good, Taking the average, the savings have been $5 per man per 
month, and the total savings for the year $4,380.89. 


INSPECTION OF DIVISION. 


The division was inspected by the Assistant Commissioner in Kootenay on two 
occasions, viz., the Ist March and 20th July, 1888, and shortly after its arrival at 
Fort Macleod, viz., on the 10th September, by the Commissioner, accompanied by the 
Assistant Commissioner. 


HORSES. 


During the month of December, 1887, all the horses, except the pack train, and a 
few stabled in case of an emergency, were out on herd, and were not fed any oats. 
The pack horses and mules were allowed a small quantity daily, those in the stable 
being fed what they required. A weekly inspection of the horses on herd took place 
during the time the division was in Kootenay. 

The health of the horses continued to be good until the latter end of July, when 
the herd was removed from the range, where they had been all the summer, and 
brought nearer to the fort, preparatory to the division moving out of the district, 
when some of them became very sick from the effects of having eaten of a poisonous 
weed, common to the Kootenay District, which caused severe diarrhcea, and many 
soon showed signs of extreme weakness. The greater number recovered sufficiently 
to be used on the line of march to Fort Macleod, four only being too weak. ‘These 
were driven by some of the men. 

I found it necessary to hire four ponies from Mr. Fenwick to relieve the four 
suffering from the effects of the weed. 

Since our arrival at Macleod their general condition has been good. Only a few 
required for use are kept in the post, the remainder being on herd. 

The quantity of oats fed to the horses kept in the post are 10 lbs. to the team and 
8 lbs. to the saddle per diem. Only one horse has been lost from the division this year, 
viz., horse Regl. No. 148, whose back became sore and afterwards frozen, while 
on a trip from Kootenay to Golden City, B.C., which incapacitated it for further 
use as a saddle horse. 

Four horses were received at Kootenay from Calgary for the use of the division. 
One of these subsequently met with an accident, from which it died. 

Since our arrival at Macleod eight other horses have been received, all team, one 
of which has since died, together with a saddle horse, which had to be shot in conse- 
quence of having broken its leg. The horses, on the whole, have stood the work very 
well, and have improved much in size while in British Columbia, which appears 
to be a better country for horses than the North-West, as young horses grow to far 
larger proportions. 

The total distance travelled by the horses of this division during the year was 
45,037 miles. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


The harness belonging to the division when in Kootenay, viz., three sets lead 
and ten sets wheel, were very old and almost useless, having been in use some years, 
and on the removal of the division from that district were sold by auction with the 
remainder of stores, and the prices realized were far in excess of their real value, 
owing to the difficulty of freighting things into the country. 

On arrival at Macleod the division received one set lead and seven sets wheel 
harness, all of good quality, four sets of the latter being light, the other three heavy. 

No change in the saddles has occurred during the year ; they are sixty-two in 
number, and all in a good state of repair. 
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There are twenty-three Aparejos belonging to the pack train, and although they 
have all necessarily received rough usage, have been kept in a state of repair and 
efficiency. 


TRANSPORT. 


Our transport in Kootenay consisted of four waggons and a buck-board. These 
were sold on the division leaving Kootenay, and as all of the waggons were very 
old, I consider they brought a fair figure, and far in excess of what their value 
would have been had they been brought away with us. Since our arrival here we 
have received three heavy waggons, two light waggons, two double and one single 
buck-board. 

The light waggons needed alteration ; the brakes were bad, and the reaches, in 
nearly every case, too long. 

The remainder of the vehicles are all that is required, although to complete 
the compliment required for use of the division five heavy waggons, two double 
and two single buck-boards, and one patrol waggon are necessary. 


FORAGE. 


The oats received by the division, while in Kootenay, were sent from the east, 
and were of good quality. They deteriorated to some extent in shipment from Golden 
to the Post, which is not to be wondered at, considering that they were handled five 
times, being brought up by steamer, small boat, waggon and pack animal. There 
were not, however, sufficient to give a full allowance to each horse, owing to the fact 
that it was expected the remainder could be obtained in the district, which proved to 
be incorrect, as the failure of the crops, through frost, prevented the farmers from 
supplying any, instead of the 100,000 pounds they had agreed to do, provided the 
crops had been a success. Fortunately, the horses thrived very well on a reduced 
allowance. 


STABLES AT KOOTENAY. 


The stables built by the division were for the accommodation of seventy-five 
horses, although, owing to the fact that the greater number were always on herd, 
only half the building was called into use. 

The whole of the stabling was constructed by the men of the division, and turned 
out to be excellent buildings. 


MACLEOD. 


The few horses required for the use of the division in case of an emergency, or 
for use round the Post, are stabled in half of one of the ‘“ H” Division buildings, until 
the new stable, now in the course of construction, is finished. The remainder of the 
horses are either on herd or on outpost duty. 


BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE, 


The barracks occupied by the division while in Kootenay were those erected by 
the men of the division, and furnished, as far as the bed-trestles, tables, forms, &c., 
are concerned, by the troop carpenter. On removal of the division to Fort 
Macleod the barracks were given in charge of Mr. O. G. Dennis, Provincial Constable 
for the Kootenay District, in accordance with instructions received from yourself, 
and he immediately took up his quarters in the building previously occupied by the 
officers, the better to guard against any destruction to the other buildings by his 
presence on the spot. 

On arrival at Macleod the division was under canvas until the 14th September, 
when those men not going on detachment moved into the fort. 

I beg to suggest that iron bed-cots be provided for use in barracks, the present 
wooden trestles being only a make shift, and cause great inconvenience and loss of 
space during the day. 
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FUEL. 


The fuel used in Kootenay was pine wood, received by contract from Mr. G. 
Cowan, at $3.90 per cord, delivered. This wood was very good, and gave great 
satisfaction. Since our arrival at Macleod coal has been substituted. 


FIRE PROTECTION, 


A supply of buckets and casks to hold water were furnished to all the buildings 
in Kootenay, for prevention against fires, but were only called into use on one 
occasion, when they succeeded in putting out the fire before any material damage 
was done. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


The water supply at Kootenay was received from the Kootenay River, which 
ran immediately below the fort, and was procured by a water-cart made for the pur- 
pose. The supply was plentiful and very good during the greater portion of the 
year. Only when the snow was melting in the mountains and the river running 
unusually high has the water been at all muddy. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


A voad has been in the course of construction during the past year between 
(rolden City and the Post at Kootenay, which will greatly facilitate communication 
between those points, as heretofore the river and pack trail were the only means of 
travel or freighting. 

A bridge was placed over Wild Horse Creek, about a mile above the fort, but 
was partly washed away when the waters rose in the spring. 

Other bridges have been placed over the Bull and Elk Rivers, which were 
utilized by the division when en route to Fort Macleod. 

A bridge was constructed over the Kootenay River on the trail to Golden from 
the Post, and another nearly opposite the fort, joining the Sand Point Trail. 


FERRIES. 


The only ferry of any consequence in Kootenay was Galbraith’s Ferry, con- 
necting the Post with the western bank of the Kootenay River and the Sand 
Point trail. A bridge is now in the course of construction at this point. 


SETTLERS, 


The settlers in the Kootenay District are few and far between, the ingress and 
egress to the country being at present too difficult to encourage people to settle. 
There being no market in which their products could be carried without entailing 
too great an expense is also, necessarily, a great drawback, and as the prices of all 
articles of food are very high, owing to their having to be packed or hauled in by 
ponies or mules, the district will, in my opinion, take many years to settle up, unless 
greater facilities of ingress and egress are made. 


CROPS, 


Grain crops, on the whole, owing to frosts, are anything but a sure crop, but 
during the past year wheat was ripe by the 28th July, quite a month earlier than in 
the North-West Territories. Root crops do very well, attaining very fair proportions, 
and such vegetables as rhubarb, beans, peas, &c., that have already been tried, have 
turned out a very fair success. 


RANCHING PROSPECTS, 


The ranching prospects of the Kootenay District are very good, owing to the 
excellent quality and quantity of both grass and water, and also the extensive shelter 
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afforded by the woods, which, through the greater part of the Kootenay valley, 
resemble an English park more than anything else. 

The grass, which is principally bunch, affords excellent nourishment to cattle 
and horses, but is far more easily eaten out than the “buffalo” and other grasses of 
the North-West Territories. Hence, for a limited number of cattle or horses the 
ranching prospects are very good, but it is my opinion that about 8,000 head would 
tax its capabilities to the utmost. 


GAME. 


The principal animals belonging to the Kootenay District are the rocky 
mountain sheep and goats, cariboo, white and black-tail deer, antelope, grizzly, black 
and brown bears, beaver, otter, lynx, marten and wolves. 

Of the two former species, the mountains afford an almost inexhaustable supply, 
owing to the difficulty of hunting them. The cariboo, deer and antelope are far more 
scarce, owing to the Indians hunting them in winter, when the deep snow renders 
escape difficult and large numbers are killed. 

The beaver are now very scarce, although a few may still be seen a few miles up 
the St. Mary’s River, which joins the Kootenay River immediately above the fort, 
as well as in other parts of the district. 

Of lynx and wolves there are large numbers, some of the latter being of unusu- 
ally large size. The marten are also plentiful, as are bears, both grizzly and black. 

Of teathered game, geese, ducks and blue grouse are the most plentiful. Prairie 
chicken, plover, wild pigeons and snipe are also to be found in certain localities 
throughout the district. 

Of fish, the principal species are salmon, trout, whitefish and pike, although 
several other varieties are to be found in almost all the rivers and lakes throughout the 
district, and these form one of the principal articles of food to the Indians in those 
parts. 

LIQUOR LAWS, N. W. TERRITORIES. 


The liquor laws at present in force are most unpopular, and very difficult to 
enforce. 

The reason for passing the Act was to prevent the sale of intoxicants to Indians, 
and tor that purpose answered very well, as it was then. Six months after the arrival 
of the Police in this district, in 1874, the illicit traffic was suppressed, and no serious 
trouble has been caused since from the drunkenness of the Indians; but when the same 
iaw is applied to the whites it is quite another thing. 

The illicit traffic in liquor has, as a rule, the sympathy of the public, and the 
experience of the Police force has shown that there is more drunkenness under the 
present system and more injury done to the health of individuals through this law 
than if respectable houses were licensed. Licensed houses, having no occasion to 
smuggle, would provide liquor of a good quality. Under the system of smuggling, 
which prevails, the dealer brings in pure alcohol, and by the admixture of perni- 
cious drugs and water makes it into an article resembling whiskey in color but most 
dangerous in its effects. 

My recent experience in British Columbia also shows me that as far as the 
Police force is concerned there are fewer offences against discipline committed 
through the effects of drink, in a country where there are numerous licensed houses, 
than in the North-West Territories. 

As far as the public in the Kootenay District are concerned, there was less 
drunkenness Roticeals among them, during my stay of over twelve months, than I 
have seen during the last three months in the North-West Territories, although the 
very strictest steps were being taken by the officer commanding here to keep down 
the traffic. 

PROMOTIONS, ETC. 


I would suggest that owing the scarcity of non-commissioned officers, when the 
numerous outposts are considered, there be three or four lance-ccrporals in each 
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division. Under the system that has been in force for some years, men are promoted 
to corporals from a constable direct, and, in some cases, in a few weeks the officer 
commanding the division finds that some of the men, although first-class constables, 
have not the tact and firmness required for the position of non-commissioned officers. 
By having several lance-corporals in the division it will facilitate the carrying out of 
the duty in a proper manner, and when a vacancy for a corporal occurs the best of 
the lance-corporals could be promoted. 

The offiver commanding the division could also be in a position to revert to the 
ranks any lance-corporal unfit for the position of a non-commissioned officer without 
giving them an entry in the defaulters’ book. 


MARCH OUT OF KOOTENAY, 


The division was stationed in Kootenay District, British Columbia, from the 
beginning of the year until the 7th of August, when the object for which the Police 
were sent into that district, viz., the preservation of peace and the restoration of 
friendly relations between whites and Indians, having been attained, I marched to 
this place vid the Crow’s Nest Pass. 

Karly in the spring I reported to you that in my opinion the Crow’s Nest Pass 
was the best route by which to move troops from the Kootenay District to this post, 
and having obtained your approval of my suggestion, I received every assistance 
from the provincial authorities to enable me to make the march without any serious 
inconvenience, in the way of repairing trails, bridges, &c., as far as the summit of the 
Rocky Mountains, from which point to “The Gap” of the Crow’s Nest the trail is 
comparatively easy for travellers accustomed to a mountainous country. 

After receiving your orders to be in readiness to move to Macleod I put the 
division through their annual course of “setting up” and foot drill, musketry 
instruction and target practice, with both pistol and carbine. 

Having been informed, on the 29th June, that the trail through the Crow’s Nest 
Pass had been cleared by the working party, who were then returning, I sent Inter- 
preter Berland, an experienced packer, to examine and report upon the trail. He 
returned on the 22nd, having made a rapid ride to the vicinity of the Summit, and 
reported the trail in good orver, which T reported to you, and also informed you that 
I had sent Packer Brown, with the Police pack train loaded with oats and biscuits, as 
far as the Summit, with instruction to carefully ‘cache ” aday’s supply for the division 
at intervals of one day’s march, the last “cache” to be made sixteen miles from the 
lower lake, on the Old Man’s River, were I was aware, and had reported to you, that 
waggons could be easily brought to meet the division with supplies, and a change of 
the loads from the pack animals to the waggons be made. Packer Brown performed 
the work of “caching” the provisions satisfactorily. On the 16th June I received definite 
orders to move to Macleod, and before leaving to sell stores, barrack, furniture, &c., 
and notices were posted up to that effect. 

On the 5th July Mr. Michael Phillips, Indian Agent for the Kootenays, reported 
to me that there was some danger of the American Indians of Tobacco Plains, U.S., 
causing trouble to us, as it was said that the intention of the American Government 
was to move them on totheir reserve by force, on account of some murders which had 
been committed by them last autumn. I immediately cancelled all orders for the 
march of the division, and requested Mr. Phillips to go to Tobacco Plains with 
Inspector Wood and ascertain, by careful enquiry, whether any reliance could be 
placed upon the report of the state of the Indians in that section of the country. 
Inspector Wood returned on the 16th Juty and reported all quiet. 

The Assistant Commissioner arrived in the district on the 19th July and inspected 
the division before its march to Macleod, and having performed that duty waited for 
the final orders to move. which had necessarily been cancelled until the receipt by 
you of Inspector Wood’s report on the state of the Indians at Tobacco Plains. 

Pending the arrival of orders for the march, the Assistant Commissioner, accom- 
panied by myself, proceeded to Tobacco Plains on the 22nd July, and making a rapid 
trip returned to camp at Kootenay on the 25th. 
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Inspector Huot, who had been sent to McKay’s on duty, returned on the 25th 
with orders from you directing me to march to Macleod. I notified the settlers that 
the sale of Police stores, &c., would be held on the 4th August. 

On the 3rd I sent Corporal Waite and Constable Eales to Macleod with a letter 
to Superintendent Neale, requesting him to send waggons and oats to Old Man’s 
Lake, in the Crow’s Nest Pass, where I reported the division could dispense with 
the pack train and take waggons. The corporal was directed to guide the transport 
to that point and then ride on and meet the division. 

Inspector Wood was sent in advance on the 5th, in charge of a party to ¢lear 
away any trees that had fallen across the pack trail during the intervals since the 
road-makers had completed the trail. 

Corporal Bunt, Constables Davis and Edgar were to do the chopping 
out and clearing of the trail. Constable Street acted as packer. The party had 
orders to keep two days’ march in advance, if possible, and on arrival at Old Man’s 
Lake to await the arrival of the division. 

On the 6th Mr. R. L. P. Galbraith brought his pack-train out to camp, which 
consisted of fifty-four pack animals, which had been hired for the march, and made 
up his packs for the start next morning. 

Everything was ready for a move, the auction sale of Police stores, &c., that 
had been advertised for the 4th, having taken place on that date, when all the 
articles were sold that it was considered unadvisable to bring back to the North- 
West. I arranged that the men should only need to unpack half their rolls of 
bedding at night, by doubling up in the tents, so as to save time in making up the 
packs in the morning. 

On Tuesday, the 7th, reveille was ordered at daybreak, and the division to 
march at 5:30 a.m., but some of the herd strayed during the night, which delayed me 
unlil 7:30, when I marched for Fort Macleod via the Crow’s Nest Pass. 

Staff Sergeant Fane had started for the same place the previous morning, via 
Golden City and Lethbridge, taking with him five constables and a variety of 
division stores, which it was deemed unadvisable to sell in Kootenay. The heavy 
stores, such as the reserve ammunition and safe, were already at Sam’s Landing, 
waiting for shipment. 

The column, cfnsisted of the officers, non-commissioned officers and constables 
of “D” Division,; three packers inthe employ ofthe Government. Mr. R. Galbraith 
and ten packers, ten team horses ridden by the men of the division, forty-eight saddle 
horses, twenty-five police pack animals and fifty-four of Mr. Galbraith’s pack animals 
Three of the horses which had eaten of a poisonous weed common to Kootenay, and 
which causes severe diarrhcea, showed signs of weakness, and it was decided to 
examine them carefully at the first camp, and make some other arrangements for 
the transport of the riders. Near Fisher Lake, Constable Blick, reported that 
through the illness of Mrs. Wood Inspector Wood was unable to proceed with the 
advanced party, and that the surgeon was required. Assistant-Surgeon Powell 
proceeded at once to Inspector Wood’s camp, as required. 

The division halted at the Lower Fish Lake, “cache” Nol, at ll a.m., the day’s 
march being over, as owing to the delay caused by packing and unpacking, animals 
used for that purpose are never, except for a forced march, compelled to make more 
than one drive of about fifteen miles per diem. 

The “cache” of oats and biscuits left here by Packer Brown were found all right, 
with the exception of two sacks of oats, which had been taken and “cached ” near at 
hand, to be taken away when the division had passed ; but fortunately the oats were 
found in time to be of service to the division. 

On the 8th, marched at 5:30 a. m., the trail passing through a beautiful, park-like, 
undulating country, watered by numerous small streams, and timbered with fir, pine 
and poplar, with the mountains close upon the left. We crossed Bull River at 7:45, a.m. 
by a narrow but good bridge. There is a magnificent waterfall immediately above 
the bridge, and the scenery is extremely wild and beautiful. The canon beneath 
the bridge is 100 feet in depth and many miles in length, with perpendicular walls of 
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granite, between which the water rushes over numberless broken slabs of rock, cast 
down from the mountains by some convulsion of nature. The trail turns west after 
crossing the bridge, and follows the left bank of the river for some miles ; then, after 
crossing a bridge of 1,000 feet in height, turns south-west and joins the Tobacco Plains 
trail from Kootenay ferry. 

I here found “cache” No. 2, and Inspector Wood in camp. He had sent Corporal 
Bunt and party on in the morning with instructions to make up for lost time. 

Assistant-Surgeon Powell reported that it was necessary for him to remain some 
days to place Mrs. Wood out of danger. 

I halted at this “cache” all day, grass and wood being plentiful, and water fair, 
the distance travelled from last camp being eighteen miles. 


9TH AUGUST. 


Reveille at daybreak ; marched at 5:30 a.m. I took Inspestor Wood’s horse and 
pony, and left Mr. Fenwick’s two horses with him. 

I reached Sand Creek, the end of the day’s march, at 7:45 a.m., and the pack 
train arrived at 10:45 a.m. The “ cavhe ” was intact; wood, water and grass plentiful 
and of good quality. The country through which we passed was rolling and 
thickly timbered, with numerous small lakes and hay meadows. 

The men, after pitching their tents, tending their horses and covering the packs 
in case of rain, employed themselves iu bathing, and fishing for the beautiful brook 
trout which abound in this creek. 


10TH AuGuUST. 


Reveille at daybreak; marched at 5:30 a.m., and passing through a country 
similar to that travelled yesterday, arrived three miles from camp at the forks of the 
trail to Macleod. After taking the Macleod trail the country continued thickly 
wooded, until Dead Man’s Creek was reached (so named on account of the murder 
of a miner at that place in the early days of mining in Kootenay). After crossing 
the creek the appearance of the country changed from thick woods to occasional 
prairies. I arrived at Elk River Springs, distance twelve miles from Sand Creek and 
two miles west of the bridge over Elk River, where I halted for the day. The 
“cache” had been disturbed by wild animals, but sufficient foragé was left to enable me 
to give the horses two feeds. The pack train arrived at 11:30 a.m. Water, grass 
and feed were abundant and of good quality. The saddle horses were kept out to 
graze until 9:45 p. m., and then tied up for the night. 


llrH Avaust. 


Marched at 5:30 a.m., and after climbing a very steep hill reached Elk River, 
which here finds its way out of the Crow’s Nest Pass, and in its western course 
rushes through a narrow canon of solid rock, which is spanned by a narrow wooden 
bridge, which the command was obliged to cross singly and on toot. The canon is 
very deep, and the river rushes through with great velocity until it is lost in the 
distance. 

The trail, after crossing the bridge, leads zig-zag up a very high and steep moun- 
tain, but as all hands were dismounted the animals made the ascent without much 
difficulty. 

This hill had been reported by many as almost impracticable, and many con- 
flicting statements had been made about it, but my experience has taught me that it 
is by no means difficult for.a mountain trail, there being many as bad on the trail 
from Golden to “The Ferry.” 

After ascending the hill the trail descends to the left bank of the Elk River and 
follows it through a densely wooded tract, covered with a growth of cedar of immense 
size, mjxed with spruce, many of which have been killed by a fire that ran 
through here some years ago. Many small creeks, tributaries of the Elk River, all 
of which are well bridged, were crossed, until 8:45 a.m., when the command arrived 
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at our “cache” which was situated in an open piece of ground, partly strewn with 
windfall, and which is called “ Ridgeway’s Ranche,” I suppose because no one has 
been there or built a house. 

The Elk River runs quite close to the trail ; so, after making ourselves and 
animals as comfortable as possible, all hands took full advantage of the bathing 
facilities afforded by it. The ground being rough, no tents were pitched. The pack 
train arrived at 11:20 a.m. Grass, water and fuel were plentiful and good, but the 
numerous windfalls caused the horses considerable trouble in finding their way 
about. The division marched seventeen miles this day. 


12TH Avaust. 


Broke camp at 5:45 a.m., the delay being caused by a bridge which had to be 
repaired; passed over a rolling piece of country, covered with burnt timber, half way 
up the mountains, which were close on either hand, the summits being of a naked 
and forbidding appearence. 

After the first five miles the grass became scanty, and was replaced by a dense 
growth of raspberry bushes laden with ripe fruit. 

The trail was somewhat severe on both saddle and pack ponies, owing to the 
sharp, short hills, which are numerous. Crossed Coal Creek, twelve miles, by a ford 
below the bridge, which appears to bea flimsy structure and not likely to stand 
next spring’s freshet. Moving along the right bank of Coal Creek, which has a 
north-westerly course, and is a tributary of Elk River, to which we have bade fare- 
well, and after three miles reached our “cache “and halted for the day. Distance 
travelled sixteen miles. 

The “ cache” had been disturbed by wild animals, or perhaps by a party of men who 
had some days previously driven some horses through to the North-West Territories. 
The oats had been scattered about, so much that it was impossible to collect enough 
to be of any use. The camping place had plenty of space to allow the animals to 
graze, but was covered by windfalls to such an extent that it was impossible to pitch 
the tents. Fortunately the weather was fair, which made a bivouac rather pleasent than 
otherwise. The pack train arrived at noon. Water, grass and fuel were plentiful. 


13TH AUGUST. 


Marched at 6 a.m., continuing along the banks of Coal Creek for eight miles, 
the trail passing over many sharp pitches and small streams. I left the creek, and 
crossing the Coal Creek Summit, so called by the earlier explorers, who took it for 
the summit of the Rockies, and very naturally so, as the Marten Creek, on the east 
side of this summit, runs in an easterly direction, but finally turns north and joins 
Elk River. Passing over this summit I crossed Marten Creek, and moving along the 
left bank for four miles passed Ferney’s Creek and cabin, and crossed over the drift 
in Col. Baker’s coal claim. Here one of Mr. Galbraith’s pack mules fell over the 
steep bank and broke its neck and one of itslegs. The trail up to this point is very 
rough, but rapidly improves. 

I crossed the creek by a small bridge at 10 a.m., and halted for the day at a 
point one mile west of Michel Creck, a tributary of Marten Creek, which here runs 
north-west and joins Elk River. The pack train arrived at 11:30 a.m. 

The march was through the same burnt timber and windfall which characterized 
that of the previous day, while the mountains were destitute of timber and much 
lower than we had yet seen. The grass at this camp is not good, being coarse, 
although plentiful. The ground is much obstructed by windfall, but as rain threatened 
the logs were rolled out of the way and tents pitched, which proved fortunate, as a 
very heavy shower of cold rain poured down during the greater part of the night. 
Corporal Waite and Constable Eales ‘arrived from Macleod, which they had reached 
in four days from Kootenay Ferry. The corporal reported that Superintendent P. R. 
Neale was camped near the entrance to the Pass, with Inspector Piercy and a train of 
seven waggons. Superintendent Neale had deemed it inadvisable to come any further, 
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owing to reports made to him (which have since proved incorrect) that the waggons 
could not come to Old Man’s Lake. 
The distance covered this day was seventeen miles. 


14TrTH AUGUST. 


Broke camp at 5:30 a.m., the weather having become fair; crossed Michel 
Creek by a very shaky bridge, and moved eastward along the right bank and through 
the tirst large tract of green timber we had seen since entering the Pass. The grass 
became luxuriant, and several fine camping grounds were passed, on one of which 
Chief Isadore had pitched his tent. The chiet had come all the way from Kootenay, 
and was on his way to visit some friends among the North Piegans. One of the 
weak horses, while crossing the bridge over Michel Creek, broke through, and was 
got out with some difficulty. Five miles from last night’s camping ground we 
crossed the summit of the Rockies, and began to descend, passing along the left bank 
of the middle fork of Old Man’s River. No more burnt timber was now seen, the 
appearance of the country improving very much, and the grass better than any yet 
seen in the Pass. Passing the Upper Lake we came in sight of Crow’s Nest Moun- 
tain and the Lower Lake. The scenery here is beautiful in the extreme, the grass 
good and a great deal of the ground open. 

It was decided to halt here for the day, as sixteen miles had been covered. 

Shortly after reaching this point I received a note from Superintendent Neale, saying 
that he was obliged to return to Macleod. I then sent Sergeant Allen to Inspector 
Piercy, directing him to bring the waggons to within four and a-half miles of the 
lake and await my arrival next day. After pitching the tents the men employed 
themselves in fishing in the lake and river, 

I decided to leave here two of the horses suffering from the effects of the poison- 
ous weed, and to direct’ the Crow’s Nest detachment to look after them until sent 
for from Macleod. 


15TH AvGusT. 


Marched at 6:30 a.m., an hour later than usual, to enable the waggons to meet me 
at the appointed place. I found Inspector Piercy waiting for me with the transport, 
and, halting, transferred the loads from the pack trains to the waggons. This took 
some time, so I decided to let the division wait for dinner. 

I examined the trail carefully from the Old Mans’ Lake to where the waggons 
met me, and am of opinion that it is quite practicable for waggons as far as that 
point, and I would add that since I passed over it, Superintendent Macdonell, with 
two waggons, proceeded to the lake and returned without any difficulty. 

The Assistant Commissioner, who had accompanied the division to this point, 
took a buck-board and started to Macleod. 

After the transfer of the baggage the division was mounted, and giving a fare- 
well cheer and a short address to Mr. Galbraith, whose obliging manners and great 
hospitality they will long remember, moved off, and arrived by 5:30 p.m. at “The 
Gap,” where the detachment is posted. I there found oats and provisions, the latter 
were not required, as an ample supply had been brought from Kootenay. 

From the Old Man’s Lake to the Crow’s Nest detachment the road, during low 
water, is good ; there are no bad hills and the numerous fords over the Old Man’s 
Riverare safe. Mr. Lee has a hotel at a point called “The Springs,” about four miles 
from the detachment. Distance travelled was twenty miles. 


16TH AUGUST. 


The horses stampeded during the night and were not all recovered until 9 a.m. 
The change from the confinement of the woodéd pastures of British Columbia to their 
native plains seemed to make them anxious for a run, and once off, the night being 
very dark, it was difficult to get them together again. 

I marched a 9:45 a.m., and making only ashort halt to rest the horses, reached 
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Pincher Creek (twenty-five miles) at 3:30 p.m. It is said the distance is called less than 
that, but as I marched at a jog trot most of the time, and it took me six hours, I have 
reason to suppose that itis twenty-four miles at least. 'The division pack train was sent 
in advance early, and were in camp when we reached Pincher Creek. Inspector 
Wilson met me some miles out and gave me any assistance I required. 


17ta Avaust. 


Marched at 9:30.a.m., the delay being caused by the necessary shoeing of the 
teams. I left here horse Regl. No. 1399, which had staked its fetlock joint 
during the march through the Pass, with the intention of giving it a few days rest 
and treatment. I halted for dinner at 1:30 p.m. at Scott’s Coulée, and marched again 
at 4 p.m., reaching Macleod at 7:30, and went into camp at a point selected by the 
Assistant Commissioner, and reported to Superintendent Neale. 

On the 18th the camp was arranged in better form and the division made as com- 
fortable as possible. 

Moving through the Crow’s Nest Pass has shown me that it is quite an easy 
matter to keep up communication between the North-West and the Kootenay District 
and I suggest that this means of communication be kept open, so as to enable 
troops to pass through during the summer season, which would require a very 
small outlay per annum. 

Four or five men for one month every summer will keep the trail clear. 

The Pass appears to be a first-class one for railway purposes, grades being very 
light and there being very little rock work. 

I cannot conclude this report without mentioning the great kindness received by 
the division at the hands of M. R. Galbraith, Fathers Cocola and Richards, Mr. and 
Mrs. Clark, and many of our neighbors in Kootenay. During our stay everything 
was done to make the time as pleasant as possible, and when the fever broke out last 
autumn Mrs. Clark and others did all in their power to bring about the speedy 
recovery of the sick men, treating them more like near relations than as strangers. 

The distance covered by the division since leaving Kootenay until its arrival at 
Fort Macleod was 195 miles. 


INDIANS. 


On the 10th November, 1887, I received a telegram from the Indian Commissioner 
for British Columbia, requesting me to tell Chief Isadore that he would be responsible 
for the payment in full of his claim for improvements on Joseph’s Prairie. 

I sent for the chief at once, but he was away, and did not appear until the 8th 
December, 1887. 

I produced the telegram and explained it to him, and asked him if he was willing 
to accept the Commissioner’s offer and vacate the land and the prairie at once. He 
replied that he would vacate the prairie if the money was paid down at once, but not 
before. I told him that his action seemed an unreasonable distrust of the word of the 
Indian Commissioner; he replied that he did not mean that, and then launched out 
into along account of the alleged wrongs of the Indian, saying that the reserves 
were not of sufficient size, that the Commissioners who managed the reserve question 
should have met the Indians in person, and, finally, that he had repented with regard 
to the land on Joseph’s Prairie, and did not wish to give it up. I then told him that 
his action was foolish and disgraceful in the extreme, and that he could not expect 
much consideration from the Government after such conduct. That he must now 
tell me whether he intended to give up the land or did not wish to do so, I could 
get no direct answer from him; he merely alluded to the reserve question again. I 
permitted him to leave and told him I would discuss the matter with him some 
other time. 

On the previous day I received a letter from Dr. Powell, Indian Commissioner, 
informing me that he had forwarded and recommended that the irrigating ditch be 
made on the chief’s place, as I had suggested in a former letter. 
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I sent Interpreter Berland to Chief Isadore to tell him of the contents of the 
Commissioner’s letter, and also to direct him to appoint an arbitrator to decide upon 
the improvements made by him on Joseph’s Prairie, and that Colonel Baker’s repre- 
sentative would appoint one on his part. In case the chief refused to appoint an 
arbitrator I directed the interpreter to inform the chief that I would appoint one, 
and would, as soon as they made the award, pay him the money allowed. by them ; 
but as he had acted in such an unreasonable manner, by refusing to give up the land, 
I would, in addition to handing over the land to Colonel Baker, withdraw my recom- 
mendation for the construction of the irrigating ditch upon his land. 

The interpreter was obliged to tell the chief the whole of my message, and upon 
hearing that | had decided to appoint an arbitrator, if he did not, he said that he 
wished to have Mr. Edward Kelly, J.P., as his arbitrator, and would come and see 
meon the 11th. He arrived on that date with all his head men, or sheriffs, as they are 
styled in the Kootenay District, and I then told him that I was ready to send the 
arbitrators over, and was glad to know that he had become ‘aware of his folly in 
refusing to give up the land, informing him, at the same time, that I would pay 
him the money down on receipt of the arbitration award. The chief then began a 
long complaint, saying that the Commissioners for the settlement of the 
reserves had not treated him properly. He concluded by saying that 
his improvements on Joseph’s Prairie were worth $1,000, and that he would 
not take less. I told him the whole place was not worth half the money, and 
that in consequence of his obstruction there was an absolute certainty of his being 
deposed and another chief appointed in his stead; that he could only remain as achief 
as long as he obeyed the laws; the old custom of allowing a chief to remain in the 
position, no matter what his conduct, was no longer permitted, and good behavior 
was his only chance of retaining it. I found it necessary to speak thus plainly to 
him, as | am positive that if [ had not dealt firmly with him he would have kept the 
matter in suspense until spring, and would then give more trouble. The chief then 
asked for Mr. HE. Kelly as arbitrator, and was told that he could have whoever he 
pleased, and directed him to ask Mr. Kelly to be ready to meet Colonel Baker’s 
arbitrator next day. 

After an interview with the chief I sent a message to Mr. Hyde Baker, requesting 
him to appoint an arbitrator on behalf of Colonel Baker, according to the terms of 
ayreement with the Commissioners. 


On the 12th I sent Inspector Huot to Joseph’s Prairie to be present at the arbi- 
tration. Mr. Kelly kindly consenting to represent Chief Isadore, and with Mr. 
T. Leavatt on Colonel Baker’s behalt; came to the decision that the improvements 
were worth four hundred and ninety dollars ($490). This decision was satisfactory 
to Mr. Hyde Baker, as signified by him to Inspector Huot. I, therefore, on the 
arrival of Isadore at 8:30 that evening, paid him the sum awarded and took a quit 
claim in acknowledgment of the same. I am of the opinion that the settlement of 
the dispute between Colonel Baker and Chief Isadore disposes of what might, if not 
settled amicably, have caused serious trouble in Kootenay, if not an Indian revolt, 
the consequences of which would be lamentable should no military force be there at 
the commencement. 

During the spring a quantity of seed and farm implements were issued by the 
Indian Department to those who required such assistance. 

The Messrs. McVittie, of Calgary, land surveyors, completed the survey of the 
Indian reserves on the 22nd April. They met Isadore while employed upon the 
survey, and he, as usual, expressed himself dissatisfied with the quantity of land 
appointed to the tribe, and stated that he had been promised more. Such is not the 
case, but it is a pity that when the reserves were given to the Indians they were not 
obliged to acknowledge the same in writing, the chief being a persistent grumbler. 
In addition to the survey of the reserves, and the grant of seed and implements, an 
appropriation of money has been made to commence a school and make drains and. 
irrigating ditches. 
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The school under the supervision of Father Cocola, of the St. Eugéne Mission, is 
in good hands. He is a very conscientious man, who will, no doubt, do a great deal to 
promote good feeling between the white settlers and the Indians. 

The appropriation for seed, drainage, implements and school, appears to be. 
small, and would not be excessive if doubled. 

The work on the irrigating ditch for Chief Isadore, and another for the gardens 
in the vicinity of the Mission, was commenced during the month of May. 

On the 24th May Colonel Baker arrived from Victoria, and while passing 
through his land saw some corrals which had recently been built by Chief Isadore. 
He immediately informed: me of the fact, and requested me to ask them to vacate 
the land. I sent Inspector Wood and Interpreter Berland over the next day, and 
found that the Indians were on Colonel Baker’s land, and had constructed some small 
corrals for their cows and sheds for the milk obtained from them; but they said 
that Mr. Hyde Baker had given them permission to stay there during the summer. 


Inspector Wood, according to instructions, asked the Indians to come and see me 
about the matter, which they did the same evening. They told me then that Mr. Hyde 
Baker had given the Chief leave to camp on the land. Soon after the Indians 
interviewed me Colonel Baker wrote, saying that he did not wish to be hard on the 
Indians, and that they might stay this year. I told them so, and they went away 
satisfied. 


On the 29th Colonel Baker complained that Chief Isadore, who had been absent 
when Inspector Wood visited the Indian camp, had been insolent to him when he 
volunteered to show the chief the boundaries of his estate, and accused him of steal- 
ing all the land in the country. I thought the matter might turn out to be serious, 
and therefore sent for both Isadore and Colonel Baker, so that the interpreter could 
ascertain if there had not been some mistake. They came on the morning of the 31st, 
and met in the Indian Department office, Agent Philliphs being present. Colonel 
Baker then stated what had occurred, and the chief admitted that he said the 
colonel was trying to take all the land in the country, but said he meant no harm, as 
the colonel appeared angry, and had told him to leave in a couple of days. This was 
merely an excuse on the part of the chief, as he well knew the colonel did not say 
so, until he had been insulting in his manner. 


After Isadore had made his statement the Agent was asked if he wished to say 
anything to Isadore, but declined, for the reason that he did not wish to appear as if 
deciding upon a case where one party was holding the prominent position of Member 
of Parliament for the district. I therefore thought proper to tell Isadore that he 
must avoid getting into any more disputes of this kind, that Colonel Baker was 
friendly towards him, and that by making quarrels with him or any other people 
without cause he was acting against the wishes of the Government, who had done 
so much for him and his tribe. He seemed to feel ashamed of himself, and shook 
hands with Colonel Baker, saying that he would never trespass upon his land again. 

On the 2nd July some athletic sports and horse racing was held, in which the 
Indians took great interest, many of them carrying off prizes for both foot and horse 
events. They behaved in as orderly a manner as any assembly of whites, and the 
whole aftair went off without a single disturbance of any kind. 

On the evening of the 3rd, at the close of the sports, the Indians assembled 
together, and, headed by Chief Isadore, came up to our camp to wish the division 
“ good-bye,” having heard that we were shortly to be removed from the district. 
The Chief, in a speech on behalf of his people, praised the division generally for the 
manly and moral behavior of its members, and stated that when we came into their 
district the Indians regarded us with suspicion ; but now all was changed. He hoped 
that when we returned to the North-West we should look back with pleasure to our 
stay among them, as the Indians themselves would do, and that they would never 
forget us as long as they lived ; that when thedivision came in, and for years before, 
there had been a mutual distrust between the white and red men, but that now that, 
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had all gone, chiefly owing to the good advice received from the officers of the Police 
force and the excellent demeanor of the men toward the Indians. 

I replied to him, and told him the advantages of peace, and that I was glad to 
hear the chief express himself as he had done, and advised him not to listen to the 
tales of any outsiders, who might be interested men, anxious to stir up troubles, and 
that before listening to any such people he should consult the Government officers 
and the J. P.’s, Messrs. Galbraith, Colonel Baker, Kelly, and others, who had been so 
long among them. 

It is one of the customs of the Kootenay Indians that at an annual assembly of 
the whole tribe, any members thereof who have committed any breach of the tribal 
rules during the preceding twelve months shall be flogged. 

During the month of January this assemby took place at the Roman Catholic 
Mission, and while staying there the chief caused to be flogged some thirty membe:s of 
the tribe, both male and female, among whom was one of the sheriff’s, or head~>9n of 
the tribe, for having failed to report to the proper authorities some cases of ga~ibling 
which had come under his notice. The culprit, for punishment, is first stripped and 
laid face downwards on the ground, and tied hands and feet to two posts, when one of 
the sheriffs administer the flogging with a rawhide whip. 

As many as 300 lashes have been known to be administered, although forty or 
fifty cover the generality of cases. 

Towards the latter end of June I received a letter from Indian Agent Phillips, 
stating that the American authorities intended to place certain renegade Indians, 
then camped on the United States side of the 'Tobacco Plains, on a reserve, in which 
case, they being very unwilling to go on a reserve, he anticipated they would take 
refuge on this side of the boundary line, get mixed up with the Kootenay Indians, 
and, to a certain extent, demoralize them. The reason the United States authorities 
had for forcing them on a reservation was on account of the murder of three white 
men the previous summer and the lynching of two Indians for the offence. 

T sent Inspector Wood to Tobacco Plains at once, accompanied by Mr. Phillips, 
with instructions to go as far as Flathead Lakes and ascertain all he could in regard 
to the affair in question. They returned on the 16th July, Inspector Wood reporting 
that all was quiet, and that although the American authorities intended to send 
troops to Tobacco Plains for the summer that they had no intention at present of 
forcing the renegade Indians on to a reserve, and that there were no further grounds 
for anticipating trouble in that direction. 

Indian Agent Phillips, in his report upon this matter, said: ‘That nothing 
could be more quiet or well behaved than our own Indians on the Tobacco Plains, 
and but for the very grave mistake of our Indian reserve being immediately on the 
boundary line there would be nothing to fear from the arrival of undesirable Indians 
or whites to the south of the boundary, and that as the American authorities did 
not appear to have any intention of removing the Indians on to the Flathead 
Reserve there would appear to be little danger of any serious disturbance.” 


PRAIRIE FIRES, 


Severals bush fires occured in Kootenay, during the stay of the division in those 
parts, the largest of which passed close to the camp of the division on Four-Mile 
Creek, when preparing to leave the district. 

Several small prairie fires have occured in the vicinity of the Post since our 
arrival at Macleod, which will be fully reported on by the officer commanding the 
district. 

GENERAL WORK. 


During the month of December, 1887, the men of the division were employed in 
va‘ious ways. Four men and teams and part of the pack train were hauling oats 
and stores from Canal Flat. A non-commissioned officer and three constables were in 
charge of stores at Geary’s Landing; one constable in charge at Canal Flat; a non 
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commissioned officer and two constables were in charge of the herd at Fenwick’s 
Lower Ranch. 

Parties patrolled to Elk River, Old Camp, Joseph’s Prairie, The Mission and 
other points. No material change took place until April, when spring drill com- 
menced, as fully reported upon under that heading. 

On the 13th May it was reported to me that a man answering the description of 
Tascott, the murderer, had been seen near Bull River. I sent Sergeant Sinclair, 
and one constable, to see if such was the ease. They returned the following day, 
and reported that the individual in question was a neweomer, but in no way 
resembled Tascott. 

The division generally was employed during the month of June with prepara- 
tions for leaving the district, in accordance with the order contained in your letter 
of the 9th; the pack train with “caching ” oats, &c., through the Crow’s Nest Pass, as 
has already been fully reported. 

Continual patrols were kept up during this time between the Post and Golden 
City, Old Camp, Col. Baker’s, The Mission, Fenwick’s Ranch, Tobacco Plains, Elk 
River and other points. 


DISCHARGES. 


The present system of granting discharges appears to be very unsatisfactory. 
A great many of the men on joining appear to be under the impression that on 
putting down the amount of the purchase money in the orderly room they can leave 
at once. Such is not the case, only three men being allowed their discharge by 
purchase every month. Men have Imd to wait for over twelve months on several 
occasions, and during such a time circumstances often change; situations and other 
advantages they might have got have passed away. The result is that when permis- 
sion to leave is granted the men, in many cases, are no longer in a position to accept 
them. 

It is my opinion, and that of many other members of the force, that if discharges 
were more easily obtained fewer would be asked for. 

I enclose herewith the medical report for the year, together with the mileage 
of the horses of the division —(Not printed.) 

1 am forwarding by this mail the Police map, with the patrols marked down, 
both in the North-West and British Columbia. 


T have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. B. STEELE, 
Superintendent Commanding “ D” Division. 
The Commissioner, 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 


APPENDIX H. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT A. B. PERRY, “F” DIVISION 
NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICH, 1888. 


Princk ALBERT, 3rd December, 1888. 


Sr1r,—I have the honor to submit for your information ney annual report for the 
current year. 

I am again able to refer to the satisfactory state of the Prince Albert District. 
No serious crimes have been committed during the year, and a glance at the 
criminal returns attached to this report shows that very few minor cases have been 
disposed of, other than for breaches of the North-West Liquor Act. 

No general advancement has taken place during the year in the prosperity of 
the district, which is entirely due to the want of railway communication. New 
settlers cannot come in, and those already here find no market for their produce. A 
feeling exists among the farmers that it is useless to grow more grain, or raise more 
cattle than can be profitably disposed of; consequently, the acreage under crop is 
not, this year, nor hasit ever been, proport%nate to the population, nor has cattle- 
growing developed in the manner which can fairly be expected with an enlarged 
market. No decided increase in the wealth and prosperity of the district can be 
looked for until railroad connection is made with outside markets. Last season’s 
crop was a fairly good one, but not as abundant as that of 1887. The yield is 
estimated at 25 to 35 per cent. lower. The quality of the wheat is better than last 
year, having escaped the blighting effects of frost. Oats and barley were fair crops. 
The yield of potatoes, which is usually very large, was not up to the average. 

The prices of all cereals are very low. Wheat is 75 cents per bushel, a price 
which compares unfavorably with the $1.10 reported as received by the more 
fortunate settlers along the railway line. Oats sell for 25 to 30 cents per bushel. 
There is no sale for barley. 

Beef cattle are selling for $25 to $32 per head, according to size and condition. 

The fur trade is another source of revenue in the district. A great number of 
Indians and half-breeds are engaged hunting and trapping during the season. Keen 
competition exists among the traders to secure the skins, and, in consequence, small 
trading posts are established in every direction. The price of the fur remains 
stationary here, and often exceeds that received in the markets of Europe. The 
trader assures a profit to himself by placing a big value on the goods which he trades 
for the fur. No cash is used in any fur transaction. 

Fur-bearing animals are gradually decreasing, and before long will become 
extinct in this district. 

Future advancement will depend on the farming and ranching interests, which 
will develop most rapidly when the railway reaches here. A large influx of settlers 
can be confidently counted upon, attracted by the eminent suitabilty of the country, 
which adds to a rich and fertile soil an abundant supply of fresh water and sufficient 
timber for all purposes. 


INDIANS. 


The Indians of this district are generally remarkable for the advance which they 
have made towards civilization. Many of the bands have altogether abandoned their 
superstitious practices, and outwardly, at least, adhere to the christian religion. 

Kpiscopalian, Presbyterian and Roman Catholic missionaries labor on the 
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different reserves, and all profess themselves satisfied with the spiritual condition of 
the Indians under their charge. Good schools are maintained on the principal 
reserves, and I believe many of the Indian children are learning rapidly. There 
seems to be a want of an industrial school, which would teach the useful trades and 
agriculture, as well as perform the ordinary school work. 

Some of the smaller bands have no schools as yet, and one or two still retain 
their old manners and customs. 

Notwithstanding the great improvement in the Indians, there still remains a 
great amount of work to be performed by earnest missionaries and zealous teachers 
betore they will be raised to any height in the social scale. 

Treaty money was paid this year to a percentage of the rebel tribes. Those who 
were specially recommended by the Indian Agents received it, and encouragement 
was held out that next year all would be accorded their full treaty rights. 

I recently paid a visit to a large number of reserves and found the Indians well 
satisfied and contented with the treatment given them by the Indian Department. 
The reserves of Attackacoops and Misstawasis appeared very prosperous, judging by 
the stocks of grain and herds of cattle. 

The Sioux on White Caps’ Reserve continue to improve. <A school was estab- 
ished there this year. 

There are about 170 Sioux Indians living in the vicinity of Prince Albert, who 
have no treaty, and obtain a living without the assistance of the Government. They 
came here from eleven to twelve years ago, and have since earned a precarious living 
by working about the towns and in the country, and by hunting. They are mostly 
Minnesota Sioux, who came into Canada after the massacre. For some time they 
lived about Oak Lake, Ellice and Qu’Appelle, and gradually drifted here. A few are 
Tétons, who came over with Sitting Bull in 1876. ‘They now live in a small village 
on the north side of the Saskatchewan, near the Little Red River. They are hard 
working and moral. Some have expressed a wish to settle on a reserve, where they 
could engage in farming. Although so close to the town, they are all heathens and 
receive no christian teaching whatever. There are about thirty-five children, who 
should be attending school, but are growing up like their parents. 

The hope of improvement in the Indian, lies in the training of the rising gene- 
ration, and it is to be hoped that before long the children will be taken in hand. 

This is my third annual report in which I have been able to speak of the very 
good conduct of the native population. Not a single crime has been committed 
amongst them. Intending immigrants need entertain no apprehension whatheever of 
them, and may feel confident of the safety of their families. and the security of their 


property. 
FRENCH HALF-BREEDS. 


Last spring the usual rumors which occur at that time of the year were pub- 
lished throughout the country. A letter was receive in March from a half-breed, who, 
in the eastern Provinces, has styled himself ‘The Chief of the Métis,” certainly not 
with the general consent of the half-breed people. It was read ata large meeting 
held at Batoche, composed of half-breeds and Indians. It was without direct import 
or meaning, and appeared to have been writen with the object of directing public 
attention to the author. Some excitement was created, and exaggerated reports of the 
contents of the letter and the possible consequences spread amongst the Indians far 
to the north, causing, for a time, a little consternation amongst them. as: 

The general public can well afford to ignore these yearly occurrences, but it is wise 
for us to sift them to the bottom, for precaution’s sake. ' 

The future of the Métis people appears gloomy and uncertain. They constitute 
about one-third of the population of the district, and, as a community, are very poor. 
Their settlements are scattered along the South Saskatchewan River for about fitty 
miles, and lie about Duck Lake and Carlton. ; 

Every winter since the rebellion of 1885 it has been necessary to issue relief to the 
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destitute. Last winter, for the first time, the relief was distributed through us. 
About twenty-seven families, in all 110 souls, were assisted for about three months, 

This year a call has already been made for help, and although there is no imme- 
diate necessity, aid must be given before the winter is over. 

It will naturally be asked why is it that in a well wooded fertile country a large 
percentage of the people, who are native to the country, should be in such an 
unhappy condition. The answer lies in the customs and habits of the Métis. They 
are unaccustomed to hard work and are improvident. 

Their means of living have narrowed down to farming, which they cannot do. 
They are ignorant of the persistent and persevering labor required to farm— 
ignorant of the way to farm. 

While they have plenty, they live on plenty, not caring for the morrow. 

The reruedy for their condition is in educating them to an understanding of 
their present position, and a determined effort to change the rising generation from 
the ways of the present. The issue of free relief or the granting of scrip only tides 
over a difficulty, does not face it. Just now a demand is being made for scrip to 
children of half-breeds born till 1885, and a reconsideration of the Rebellion claims. 
If granted, this would obtain an amount of ready money which would carry them 
on for a year or so. The scrip would go as that of 1886 or 1887. It is doubtful it 
a single scrip is held by any half-breed, other than a few wealthy ones. No per- 
manent benefit has accrued to them from the liberal issue already received. The 
great majority did not even enter their homesteads; and now, being warned to do so, 
they cry out that they are poor, and ask the Government to protect them. It 
would have been much better if each half-breed entitled to scrip had received a 
certain located grant of land, which they could not have disposed of for a long 
term of years. 

Free issue of rations must, of course, be made, to prevent actual starvation, but 
where the Government thus act in a paternal manner great care must be exercised 
to prevent the recipient from deeming as a right what is given in pity. 

There are no humane societies or rich philanthropists to attend to the wants of 
the poor, as in old and wealthy countries. 

A great many of the half-breeds believe that they have just claims on the Gov- 
ernment and the assistance which they have received has been their lawful due. 
When contributed yearly for a space of four years, it gives color to the belief and 
may cause evil effects. 

A free issue of rations does not promote industry nor encourage independence 
in any community. Its demoralizing effects spread rapidly, and too quickly taint 
those attempting to preserve their independence and self-respect. 

Whenever it is found that aid must be given an equivalent in the shape of work 
should be demanded : that is, employment should be offered rather than relief—of 
course, except to the widows, infirm and sick. 

It appears to me that a manual training school, with a model farm attached, 
should be established among the half-breeds. In no other way can the young chil- 
dren be brought under a desirable, healthy influence. 

The effect on the present generation, as well, would be most beneficial, enabling 
them to see what patience and industry can accomplish. 


It would be necessary for such a school to teach the very elements of social 
economy; to inculcate independence and self-reliance in all; to insist on persever- 
ance; to train the boys as farmers, blacksmiths, carpenters, &c.; the girls to per- 
form household work. I feel assured that a great benefit would be conferred on the 
whole people. 


Temporary assistance might be given to some of the poorer families to enable 
them to work their farms. I know that some were very anxious last spring to putin 
a crop, but could not do so, as they had neither cereals nor implements. If these 
could be advanced them, on any conditions of payment, I have no doubt that it would 
be a great boon. 
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SEED GRAIN AND THE CROPS. 


Seed grain was issued by us last year to eighty-seven families—seven hundred 
and eighteen bushels of grain and seventy-one bushels of potatoes, amounting in 
value to about $500.00. The conditions were very easy, no mortgages being asked 
on their property, an agreement only being taken, that the value of the grain issued 
shouid be returned to us in oats before 1st December. 

The wheat and barley gave a very fair yield. Oats were good in St. Louis de 
Langevin but in some other parts of the settlement were poor. 

Some received very large returns, one half-breed obtaining seventy-five bushels 
of wheat, of excellent quality, for five bushels sown. 

Up to date one hundred and forty bushels of oats out of one thousand twe 
hundred and fifty bushels owed have been returned. The small return is caused by 
the impossibility of getting the grain threshed. 

There isno doubt but that seed grain will be asked next year. Not enough was 
taken by any family to provide seed for the coming year. 

Some of the half-breeds have disposed of their holdings at very low figures, and 
it is to be expected that when the railway reaches here and creates a land market 
many will sell out, in order to obtain a little ready money, and will move to an 
unsettled portion of the country. The French half-breed will thus become diffused 
over a wide area. 

It might be interesting to note that they live entirely without medical advice. 

A case came under my notice last year in which an attempt had been made to 
cure flatulent dyspepsia by a series of gashes across the stomach, a proof that 
some rational system of real education should be established amongst them. 


LIQUOR LAW. 


The North-West Liquor Law is now a very important question in the Territories. 
It has been very widely condemned, and supported only by a few, which is perhaps 
accounted for by the fact that its existence is not yetin peril. The abstract question 
of whether prohibition is theoretically right or wrong is out of the province of this 
report; but, I think that the effect of the law in the past should be recorded, which 
might be a guide for future legislation. 

The law, as it is now worked, is more a regulating than a restraining one. 

Intoxicating liquors can be had in possession and sold at certain points under 
special permission. None whatever can be lawfully manufactured. 

The permit system has in view the various elements forming the population of 
the North-West Territories, and is intended to prevent those obtaining liquor, who, 
either from nature or confirmed habit, cannot use it without abusing it. 

In districts remote from the seat of Government it is not possible that His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, who has the issuing power, should be cognizant of the 
reputation of every applicant for a permit, and, in consequence, he must depend on 
the recommendations of others. With the rapidly increasing population it is not 
possible that any one could keep acquainted with the general reputation of even a 
percentage of those residing in a single district. 

For this reason permits have crept into the hands of undeserving persons, who 
hold them only for the purpose of covering liquor for illegal sale. To obviate a too 
frequent application in their own names, they borrow permission of others to apply 
in their names, and thus manage to obtaina constant shield for their unlawful business. 
The extraordinary powers of the North-West Mounted Police Force lie only in their 
power to search, forthwith, without process of law, wherever intoxicating liquors are 
suspected to be unlawfully in possession. 

These powers are of no effect where permits are held, and consequently great 
difficulty is experienced in obtaining convictions against the dealers. 

Search has been frequently made by us where we were assured liquor was sold. 
The liquor was found, but a permit was always produced to cover it. Our powers 
are therefore abrogated when permits are freely issued. 
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To carry out the law it is now necessary to prosecute for selling unlawfully. To 
do so there must be an informer, a system which raises up a storm of opposition 
against the constable who acts, the officer who directs him, and the magistrate who 
convicts. 

In this district such a case occured last year, and was of such note that it was 
generally noticed in the Canadian Press. 

During the year an innovation was established, by licensing the sale of beer not 
exceeding an alcoholic strength of 4 per cent. A fair test has not yet been made and 
the results are not yet apparent. So far, the number of permits issued apparently 
has not decreased. 

It will be diffiicult to prevent the sale of beer of greater alcoholic strength. None 
but a chemical expert could determine the amount of alcohol in any particular beer, 
and therefore it would be difficult in this district to obtain a conviction for selling a 
stronger beer than that licensed. 

Druggists have exceptional facilities for selling, of which some have taken 
advantage. Whiskey or brandy, under the name of tonic, exhibits quite as exhili- 
rating an effect as under its own plain name. 

If the present law is to be continued additional safe guards could be easily 
arranged to regulate the sale for medical purposes. 

The criminal returns for the North-West Territories should be very carefully 
studied before too hastily condemning the present liquor law. The early effects of 
the law, are acknowledged by all to have been most beneficial, and to have been the 
chief cause of the peaceable settlement of the country. 

It is said that those dangerous days are past, and the present population should 
hold in their own hands the regulation of the liquor traffic. This may be true, as a 
matter of principle, in an old established country, where all the people are civilized 
and subject to the controling influences of civilization ; but this country cannot yet 
be said to be inhabited by people, all of whom are fitted to be their own guides and a 
law unto themselves. I speak of the half-breed and Indian population of this district. 

For three years I have been able to report that the Indians and half-breeds were 
particularly quiet and well behaved. What would the effect of a license system be 
on the French half-breeds. They are very poor now, but if whiskey could be freely 
obtained, I fear they would be much worse off. They are enfranchised, and have all 
the rights of any citizen of the country, and can be subject to the same law only. 

It is said that a great quantity of illegal liquor is sold, a fact which cannot be, 
disputed, although the amount is much exaggerated. The trade is carried on secretly, 
and results are as carefully suppressed as possible. Saloons cannot develop into noisy 
bar-rooms, as attention would be attracted to them. 

The difficulty in enforcing the present law is due to want of co-operation of the 
people, when a certain number accustom themselves to the breaking of the law, and 
do not regard it as a crime. 

Past experience is the only infallible guide for future legislation, and not theo- 
retical ideas, based upon conditions which do not present themselves in these Terri- 
tories. We know that the Territories have been remarkably free from crime for a 
new country; we do not know whether such a state of affairs will continue under 
changed conditions. 

CRIME, 


No case of crime has been committed during the year which is worthy of being 
specially brought to your notice. 

Several convictions have been had for selling intoxicating liquor. ‘The largest 
seizure made was seven kegs of whiskey and brandy. Two horses and a buck-board 
were confiscated, but the owner escaped. 

An illicit still was found near the Forks of the Saskatchewan. 

Although very little crime has been committed, the Police have been constantly 
moving about, as will be seen by the patrols. This may account for the satisfactory 
state of affairs, 


PATROLS. 


The system of patrols carried out by the division have ensured every portion 
of oe district being visited monthly, and some of the more important points 
weekly. 

During the very severe weather of last winter the patrol parties regularly 
carried out their duties. 

All the Indian reserves were visited, some of which are distant by trail nearly 
100 miles. The half-breed settlements were visited by the Batoche detachment, and 
White Cap’s, Sioux Reserve, by Saskatoon detachment. Some of the winter trips were 
very trying. In one case a detachment under Sergeant Oliver camped on an open 
plain in a fearfulstorm, without wood or shelter. Their jumpers were snowed under, 
and horses so played out that next morning they had to abandon their jumpers and 
walk to the nearest settlement, twenty miles distant. Two of the party were badly 
frozen. All had a fortunate escape. 


SPECIAL DUTY, ETC. 


In addition to the patrols there is an immense amount of work performed by 
both men and horses during the year on duty of a special nature. Rumors of com- 
mitted crime, or suspicious strangers lurking about have to be investigated: supplies 
must be furnished to outposts, inspections made, and other work, which swells the 
sum total of the duties performed by us. 

Last March a party of one non-commissioned officer and two men were sent to 
Isle la Cross, distance about 350 miles from the Post, to the north. The last ninety 
miles of the journey was made with dogs. The roads had to be broken most of the 
way in very deep snow; the cold was very severe. The trip was most successfully 
performed. 


DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETC. 


The division has been instructed as thoroughly as possible, consistent with the 
efficient performance of other duties demanded from it. A class of officers and non- 
commissioned officers was formed last winter for teaching them as instructors. 
Sword drill was practised and a fair knowledge of it obtained. 

During the spring months the mounted infantry drill was taught to the whole 
division. The Mounted Infantry Regulations, which are issued, are excellent, as far 
as they go; but I think, the drill should be more detailed, to ensure uniform 
practice throughout the force. 

Considerable attention was devoted to musketry instruction, and every member 
of the division completed the course of target practice which is laid down. The 
averages made with the Winchester carbine at ranges from 100 to 500 yards was 51 
percent. The men took great interest in the shooting, and a number of them carried 
off valuable prizes at the annual meeting of the Rifle Association of this place. 


CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE, 


The conduct of the men, generally, has been excellent. The total number 
of entries in the defaulters’ book is thirty-eight. The offences have been minor 
breaches of discipline altogether. Only one offence partakes of an insubordinate 
nature. 


DESERTIONS. 
There have been no desertion from this division during the year. 
HEALTH. 


No serious cases of illness have occurred. Very few patients have been treated 
in hospital. The average daily sick report for the year is 1°39; the average number 
of men off duty daily is 81. 
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PHYSIQUE. 


The physique of the men is good ; that of the men recently transferred from 
headquarters 1s of a very high standard. 

The following averages have been calculated for the division :—Height, 5 ft. 
8}in.; chest measurement, 362 in.; age, 27 years. The youngest man, 19 years; 
the oldest, 39 years. 


RATIONS. 


The scale of rations issued is liberal and the quality of them very good. An 
allowance of vegetables might be given with advantage during the winter months. 
A free issue of cabbages and turnips, two or three times a week, would be greatly 
appreciated. 

I have experienced some difficulty in obtaining an efficient cook for the the divi- 
sion or sergeants’ mess. The rations would prove more satisfactory to the men ifthe 
full advantage of a thorough-trained cook could be secured. This might be done, 
either by arranging for the training of cooks at headquarters, or by allowing cooks 
to be especially engaged at a fair rate of wages. 


SERGEANTS MESS. 


I would recommend that an allowance be made for furnishing the sergeants’ mess 
in a comfortable manner. Ifthe mess furniture were supplied it could afterwards be 
kept up by a monthly assessment. 

The sergeants’ rooms should also be comfortably and neatly furnished. Anything 
which tends to increase the comfort and enhance the position of the non-commissioned 
officers will add materially to the efficiency of the force. 


KIT AND CLOTHING. 


The quality of the kit and clothing issued is generally good. The tunic cloth 
is coarse, and should be of a better quality. 

The uniform is not altogether adapted to our use. The essential point to be con- 
sidered in deciding on any changes are the suitability for the work and the appear- 
ance. ‘There are many opinions on what is the uniform suitable for us, and a satis- 
factory settlement of the question might be reached by adopting the best ideas of all. 


INCREASED RATES OF PAY. 


The rate of pay is the most essential point affecting the efficiency, as on it directly 
depends the class of men engaged and the consequent efficiency of the force. 
Competition for recruits is directly with the labor market. In addition to the pay, 
the other inducements offered are comfortable quarters, medical attendance, clothing, 
rations and light work. 

In the earlier days of the force there was a certain adventurous attraction, 
which drew men of a superior stamp into the ranks, for whom the question of pay 
was of little importance. 

If the force is to be thoroughly effective as a constabulary body the rate of 
pay should be increased to such an extent that the position of a constable should be 
sought after, and that dismissal for bad conduct, negligence or inefficiency would be 
the severest punishment. 


DEFERRED PAY. 


A system of deferred pay might be adopted with good results. Instead ot 
paying over to the constable the good conduct pay granted him by present regula- 
tions, this sum might be deposited in the Government savings bank, to be withdrawn 
only on the completion of service. ‘The amount after five years’ service, with 
interest, would be nearly $190. This would give a man taking his discharge a 
considerable sum of ready money. 
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Many of the men would like to save, but are not able to keep up their good 
resolutions. 


DISCHARGES, 


I would most strongly express my opinion that discharge by purchase should 
be more easily obtained than at present. Every man should feel that by the payment 
of a certain sum of money he could obtain his discharge after one month’s notice. 
An opportunity offers to a constable by which he can immediately better his position, 
provided he can obtain his discharge. Under the present system he cannot take 
advantage of it, as the time requied to obtain his discharge is too uncertain. As an 
instance of this, I might mention that a man who applied for his discharge on 24th 
November, 1887, only obtained it on 21st November, 1888. 

One of the chief causes of complaint would be removed by authorising discharges 
under fair terms, and a great amount of grumbling would be prevented. 


ARMS. 


It is generally conceded throughout the force that the Winchester carbine, 
with which we are now armed, is not an efficient arm, lacking the most essential 
qualities of a good military rifle. A magazine rifle of exactness, precision and 
strength is required. 

I believe the Small Arms Committee of the Imperial War Office has adopted a 
most superior arm. Servicein this force, where it would be subject to great changes 
in climate, hard and constant usage on duty, which prevent much care being given to 
the arms, would form a very severe test of its suitability for the Imperial service. 

If a new arm is not to be issued I would suggest thatall the Winchester carbines 
be overhauled and re-sighted. 

The sighting should be done at headquarters, and made on the result of a certain 
number of shots fired at each range. The temperature, height of barometer and 
state of the atmosphere should be noted at the time, and a miniature plan of the 
shots on the target made for each rifle. The rifle, once issued to a man, should 
remain in his possession during his whole service. A great increase in the shooting 
of the force could then be looked lor. 

Great precaution should be taken to have any new arm which may be adopted 
properly sighted. Before being issued they should be practically tested, and the back 
sight altered to suit the country in which the armis used. A change in the elevation 
above the sea ievel alters the range of any arm. ‘The increase of range in the 
Winchester carbine, due to the elevation above the sea level, is shown for the follow- 
ing places at 600 yards :— 


Elevation above Increase 
Range. Sea Level. of Range. 
BrinconA teristic sinvece asso eeos aacenee 1,400 feet. 14 yards. 
FTI OME OI 08S. at smet Sus sineige Som eshasees vane 2,425 “ v8 
Cal Paty iat cc ie rch diese nes Sek eepenssedsettncoaneas 3,411 “ oie ts 


After the battle of Batoche it was quite noticeable that the bush above the 
rebel rifle pits had been cut off about 18 inches above the top of pit mound. I 
think this was due to the increased range caused by the elevation of the country, 
and not by the poor shooting of the troops. It is, therefore, clear that our rifles 
should be sighted for the average elevation of the Territories. 


ARTILLERY. 


A 9-pounder rifled M. L. gun is attached to this Post; it is in serviceable 
condition. The supply of ammunition should be increased. 
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BARRACKS, 


This Post was completed in June last, having been about fifteen months under 
construction. The buildings are very comfortable and warm, and the whole Post 
presents a neat appearance, 

A transport shed was erected this fall. 

A small hospital and a recreation building will be required, should the division 
be raised to its full strength; at present, two barrack-rooms are devoted to the 
above use. 

A stockade or strong fence, should be erected, and the entire Police reserve be 
enclosed. A portion of it should be cleared of brush, and levelled for a parade and 
recreation ground. 

A road is required from the Post to the town. For very little expense, one 
could be graded across the top of the hill to a road which has been graded by the 
town. 


BARRACK FURNITURE. 


Although warm and roomy buildings have been provided for the men, much 
remains to be done to render their barrack, mess and recreation rooms, as comfortable: 
and neat as possible. 

Every barrack room should be provided with neat iron bedsteads, tables and 
chairs. 

Our men still sleep on boards and trestles. 

The recreation rooms should be rendered attractive and, wherever possible, 
gymnasiums should be added, to afford exercise and amusement to the men during the 
long winter months. 


HORSES, 


The re-mount horses received during the year from the Depot Division have been 
very fair. Some of them were, shortly after their arrival, attacked by epizootic 
cellulitis, which was epidemic in our stables, during August and September. About 
50 per cent. of the horses were attacked. 

It was noticed that the new horses were nearly all seized by the disease. Every 
horse severely attacked has shown weak symptoms ever since its recovery, and is 
found peculiarly susceptible to minor ailments. 

Two deaths were caused by the disease. 

Typhoid fever has been very fatal among the horses of the district, though only 
three cases have occurred in our stables. One farmer lost nine animals. 

Pleurisy seems to attack a great many of our new horses. Ido not know the 
cause, 


DISTANCES TRAVELLED BY HORSES. 


The total number of miles travelled by horses of the division on special duty 
away from the town is 60,480 miles; average for each horse, 720 miles ; the twenty 
horses with the best record travelled 34,167, an average of 1,708 miles; the greatest 
distance travelled was by Regl. No. 984, 3,150 miles ; four covered over 2,100 each;. 
fourteen covered over 1,700 miles each. 


STABLING. 


The stabling at this Post is excellent. The hospital stable is very complete, and 
has been of great use. 


FORAGE.—SADDLERY. 


The forage is of excellent quality. 

The division is supplied with Main and Winchester single-girth California 
saddles. Thirty-seven have been in use for five and six years. Twenty were issued. 
in 1886. They have lasted very well and are in good repair. 
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Whether they are the bestsaddles for our use is a debatable point, but there is 
no question but that they should be improved, so that mounted men could be detached 
from their transport for a length of time. 

The weight of the saddlery is as follows: 


Lbs. Oz. 
Saddle, with cincha and wallets..............ssssscscesesersseess 27 0 
Horse-blanket and numnah............ Rees uaet teensmesseundeseuaster 3 3 
Headecollar ropes bit, and V1einses,.areuaccnes ese teseettesanonees 7 44 
ot 1% 


TRANSPORT. 


The transport is in a serviceable condition. 

The patrol-waggon has proved to be a very good pattern, and is generally asked 
for by all teamsters going on long trips. We should be supplied with three more. 

For the winter transport some sleighs of a lighter build than the heavy bob- 
sleigh is required. There is a sleigh at the Post which is much lighter than the 
heavy bob-sleigh, but constructed after this same pattern. It is most serviceable, and 
could be used altogether in place of the heavy sleighs. 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


The division thoroughout is well equipped for the strength, but should it be 
raised to its proper complement of men and horses considerable equipment would be 
required. There are a few essential articles of equipment required, carbine buckets 
and bandoliers. Very little ammunition can be carried by our men, and make-shifts, 
such as haversacks, entail a large loss of ammunition. 


INSPECTION. 


The division was inspected by the Assistant Commissioner on the 2nd December. 
Everything connected with the interior economy was looked into and the training 
of the men tested, both mounted and dismounted. He expressed himself pleased 
with the inspection. 

The outposts of the district were visited by him and inspected a few days pre- 
vious to the above date. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


An abundant supply of water is obtained from a wellsituated in the Post. Water 
is drawn from a single well for all the horses. For drinking and cooking purposes 
the water is hauled.from the river, three-quarters of a mile distant. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 

The trails in this district are usually very good, except in the early spring. 
Nearly all the streams have been bridged and wet places graded. Some of the old 
bridges require renewing. The chief trails in the district are being surveyed and 
proclaimed as main roads by the Department of the Interior. ; 

This is essential, as the roads are too often destroyed by settlers ploughing across 
them. 


FERRIES. 


There are four good cable ferries across the South Branch of the Saskatchewan, 
but there is only one point at which the North Branch can be crossed at all con- 
veniently. A cable ferry is required opposite this town, to enable the northern 
country to be reached, 

W—T 


104 


GAME. 


Large game is very scarce. Small game varies much in different years. This 
year water fowl were abundant, but prairie chickens were very scarce. I think it 
would be well to protect the chickens altogether fora number of years, or there is 
great danger they will be all destroyed. 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS. 


Two thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight dollars and twenty-one cents 
were deposited in the Government savings bank by members of “ F” Division for the 
year, about 20 per cent. of the net pay. 


FUEL. 
Wood is used for fuel at this Post. The price per cord is very low. 
FIRE PROTECTION. 


This Post received an excellent hand fire-engine during the summer, and asupply 
of hose. There is also a good force-pump in the well house, with: a supply of hose 
for it. Household fire extinguishers are placed in every building. Fire pails are 
kept in different parts of the barracks, filled. Fire axes are also placed in prominent 

laces. 

Every building has a roof ladder, and movable ladders are stored at convenient 

oints. 
i Full orders are in force detailing the duty of all in case of fire. Fire drill was 
held at frequent intervals during the summer months. 

A large water tank is required in a central point, and a fire-engine house 
erected above it. A stream of water could thus be brought to bear at any point 
without delay. 


TELEGRAPH LINES. 


The Government telegraph was re-built during the year, and is now in capital 
shape and very well equipped. 

I would bring to your notice the valuable assistance and cordial support invar- 
iably given me by Inspector Cuthbert, and also the satisfactory manner in which the 
other officers and non-commissioned officers have assisted me. 

You will find attached to this report a return of criminal cases for the district. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. BOWEN PERRY, 
Superintendent Commanding “ F'” Division. 
The Commissioner 
North West Mounted Police, 
Regina, 
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AP OP CR UN Dex te 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT A. H. GRIESBACH, 
N. W. M. Poticz, “G” Drvision, 


Fort SAsKATCHEWAN, 30th November, 1888. 


Siz,—I have the honor to submit, for your information, my annual report for 
the year ended 30th November, 1888. 


GENERAL STATE OF DISTRICT. 
The general state of the district under my command is good. 
ORIME. 
During the year no crimes of serious import have occurred. 
PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 
The outposts from my division are as follows, viz. :— 
Edmonton. 


One officer, one non-commissioned officer and fourteen men are stationed at 
Edmonton, eighteen miles west from headquarters. 

This detachment patrols south to Donald McDonald’s, on Black Mud Creek ; 
north-west to the Stoney Plain Reserve, St. Albert, Riviére-qui-Barre and Lake St. 
Ann Reserve. 


Victoria. 


Two constables stationed at Victoria, sixty miles north-east of headquarters. 
These men patrol the Victoria Settlement, which extends for about ten miles, daily, 
and visit Saddle Lake, thirty-five miles, and Bears’ Hars Reserve, eighteen miles 
distant, once a month, weather permitting. 


Peace Hills. 


One non-commissioned officer and one man stationed at Peace Hills, who escort 
the mail going north and south, patrol to Bear Hills and Battle River Settlement. 


Red Deer. 


One non-commissioned officer and five men stationed at Red Deer, 100 miles 
south from headquarters, who escort the mail going north and south, patrol to the 
Spruces, Little Red Deer and Blind Man River Settlements. 


St. Albert. 


One non-commissioned officer and one man stationed at St. Albert, twenty miles 
north-west from headquarters, who patrol] the settlement daily; also, Stoney Plain 
and Riviére-qui-Barre Reserves twice a week. 


ASSISTANCE TO THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


Annuity money escorted from Calgary and distributed to the Indian Agents at 
Battle River, Stoney Plains and Saddle Lake Agencies. 
17—74 
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An escort of one officer, one non-commissioned officer and four men were fur- 
nished for the payments in the Saddle Lake Agency. 

One non-commissioned officer and three men as escort to the Agent for the 
payments in the Stoney Plain Agency. 


DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT. 


The discipline and conduct of the division has been fair. 

Number of entries in defaulters’ book, fifty-five—total amount of fines imposed 
for the year being $319.90. 

Several of the entries and fines occurred while the men were serving in other 
districts. 


DRILL AND TARGET PRACTICE. 


The annual drill and target practice was carried on, but owing to the late spring 
and number of patrols out and other Police duties, not so satisfactorily as in the 
previous year, the average shooting of the division being 50°83 per cent. 


PHYSIQUE. 


The general physique of the division is good. Average height, 5 feet 8 inches; 
chest measurement, 373 inches. 


RECRUITS. 
None taken gn in this division. Five men re-engaged for further service. 


HEALTH. 


The health of the men of this division during the past year has been excellent, 
no serious cases of illness having occurred. 


RATIONS. 


The rations issued to the men of this division are of the best quality, and I have 
no complaints to make regarding them. 


KITS AND CLOTHING. 


The kits and clothing of the men of this division are in good order and condi- 
tion, a few helmets only being required to complete. 


ARMS AND ARTILLERY. 


I have no artillery connected with my division, and the small arms are all in 
good and serviceable condition, although a new.and more suitable carbine for mounted 
service will be required at an early date. 


DESERTIONS. 


Two desertions occurred in my division during the past year, one being a man 
on leave down east and the other under exceptionable circumstances, 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS. 


Number of depositors for the year, 214; amount deposited, $3,758.45; average 
number of depositors per month, 17; average amount deposited per month, $313.25. 
INSPECTION OF THE DIVISION. 


The division, its outposts and patrols, were inspected by the Commissioner on 
the 8th of October last. 


HORSES. 
The horses of the division are generaily in good and serviceable condition, but 


several re-mounts (saddle) and three or four teams will be required during the coming 
year 
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Five horses died from various causes during the past year. 

The actual number of miles travelled by horses of this division for the past year 
is as follows: Number of miles, 71,528; as per appended statement. (Not printed.) 

Hoof disease has been very prevalent in this part of the country during the past 
season, from which cause many horses have died, but I am glad to say that although 
many horses of the division were attacked by this desease, yet, owing to the skill and 
care bestowed on them by Veterinary Staff-Sergeant Yorke none died, but speedily 
recovered on the application of the proper remedies. This disease being a very 
serious drawback to this part of the country, I am of opinion and have to recom- 
mend that it would be greatly to the public interest and the good of the service if a 
Veterinary Surgeon of skill and experience were sent up to inquire into and report 
on the nature and origin of this disease, and also as to its prevention and cure. 

I first saw this disease in 1874 while escorting General Smythe through the 
country, when several horses died from or were rendered unfit for duty by it. 

Some years it is worse in its effects than others. To give some idea of what it is 
like when at its worst, I may mention two cases which came under my own personal 
cognizance. One man, out of a band of fifteen fine young horses, lost eight; and 
another man, a freighter, lost fourteen, all within a few days. 

To show the nature of this dangerous and often fatal desease, I will give a few 
examples as to how it begins: Sometimes it starts as thrush in the heel; though, if 
taken in time, blue-stone and tar ointment will usually cure. If allowed to run on, 
lock-jaw sets in and death ensues. 

Sometimes it starts in the heel between the hoof and the hair, and works down 
into the sensitive frog. The cure for thisis to cut away the frog and then treat as 
thrush. 

The worst cases are those which break out between the hoof and the hair, around 
the coronet. The disease will eat around the whole surface of the coronet. In this case 
(unless successfully treated) the hoof generally drops off and the animal dies. 

I have seen horses this year, to all appearance perfectly sound ; five days later the 
hoof was gone. 

From the above I think it will be apparent that steps should be taken to deter- 
mine the nature and cause of this disease. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


The saddlery and harness of the division is in fair order, and will be repaired 
and overhauled during the coming winter. : 

A new and more military saddle for carrying carbine, cloak and a field kit, as 
has often before been recommended, is much required. The saddles in my division 
will not last more than another year. 

TRANSPORT. 

The transport of the division is in good and serviceable condition, and only 

requires two heavy waggons to complete it. 
FORAGE. 


The forage supplied to the division is of the best quality. 


STABLES, 


The stables at Fort Saskatchewan require to be re-built; the stables rented at 
Edmonton also are in bad condition, I trust that something will be done to ensure 
improved stabling at both Posts. 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


The general equipment of the division is fair, and is mostly in good order and 
condition. 
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BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE. 


New barracks are required, both at Fort Saskatchewan and Edmonton. Barrack 
furniture is made and supplied within the division. “Iron cots would bea great 
improvement, and cheaper in the end than the present boards and trestles. 


FUEL. 


Wood is burnt at Fort Saskatchewan, and costs, this year, $2 per cord. Coal 
is burnt at Edmonton, and costs $3.20 per ton, and is of excellent quality. 


TELEPHONES, 


One telephone in use in this division only, from the telegraph office, Edmonton, 
to the barracks. 


TELEGRAPH LINES. 


One telegraph line only in my district, from Edmonton via Fort Saskatchewan 
and Victoria to Qu’ Appelle. 


FIRE PRTECTION. 


This division has no fire engine, but is fairly supplied with other appliances, 
viz., two Babcocks, twelve household fire extinguishers, twenty-five hand grenades; 
fire buckets, kept filled with water in all the buildings, and fire axes. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


The water supply is good and is drawn at both Forts Saskatchewan and Edmon- 
ton, from the North Saskatchewan River. There is also a good summer well in the 
square, at Fort Saskatchewan. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


The roads in this district are fairly good, considering the small amount of money 
spent on them. It is, however, of urgent necessity that the main roads and trails in 
this section of the country should be surveyed and definitely determined. Owing to 
this not being done settlers are continually fencing up and deviating the roads, 
causing unnecessary annoyance to travellers and others. I have, therefore, to recom- 
mend that steps be taken to have said roads and trails surveyed, if possible, 
this coming season. 

Bridges in my district are much required; also existing bridges should be 
ee The Battle River bridge on the Calgary trail requires immediate repairs, 
it being in a,most dangerous condition. I am of opinion that about $150 expended 
on it this winter would put it in good condition. The Wolf Creek bridge, on the same 
trail, also requires re-building. 

The Biind Man River bridge, on the same trail, which was re-built during the 
past summer, and rejected by the Inspector of Bridges, should be properly re-built. 


FERRIES. 


There are three chartered ferries in my district in good working order. A ferry 
established at Victoria would be of great service and convenience, both to the general 
public and the police. 


LIQUOR LAWS. 


It is desirable that some change should shortly take place regarding the liquor 
laws in the Territories. The present system, though it was no doubt useful and suited 
to the times in which it was first instituted does not now suit either the people or 
the enforcers of the law, and there is no doubt that a change of some kind is 
expedient. 
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SETTLERS. 


Owing to the want of railway communication new settlers do not find their way 
into this part of the country in any numbers, as no doubt would be the case if it 
were opened up by a railway, as its advantages to settlers of the farming class are 
apparent to all who have seen it or studied the matter. After sixteen years’ 
experience in different parts of the Territories I can safely say that its soil, facilities 
for obtaining wood, water, hay and fuel, grazing for stock, &c., cannot be surpassed 
in any part of the country where I have been stationed, and I can only express my 
surprise that no railway company has, as yet, deemed it worth while to open it up. 


CROPS. 


The crops in this district have this year been excellent and matured well, but I 
am of opinion that, if the farmers could get in their seed earlier, the results would be 
better and the crops more certain. 


RANCHING PROSPECTS. 


The ranching prospects for the breeding of both horses and cattle, owing to the 
abundance of hay and water, cannot be surpassed. Sheep also do well, but require 
more attention and protection from wolves than has, up to date, been accorded to 
them. A railway will, no doubt, bring the advantages of this county for ranching 
purposes fully before the public. 


GAME. 


This section of the country is noted for its game. Geese, ducks and wavies never 
fail. Prairie chickens, partridge and rabbits are apparently subject to some unknown 
law of increase and decrease. Some years they will be most plentiful and then will 
almost disappear. Deer and moose are plentiful in the Beaver Hills, and are, owing 
to the absence of Indians, increasing. 

The fur-bearing animals are also fairly numerous. 


INDIANS. 


During the past year the Indians in my district have behaved well, and, so far 
as I have been able to ascertain, have been more industrious than in any previous year, 
and as their crops have been good I have no doubt but that they will, encouraged 
by this showing of the results of their labor, still continue to improve. Their health 
has.not’been so good. I am informed that the Stoney Indians at Wolf Creek lost by 
death twelve of their number, and the Crees belonging to the bands in the Battle 
River Agency about the same number. Some Indians also died on the reserves to 
the north, but not more than might be expected when the diseases of modern life are 
added to their way of living. 


PRAIRIE FIRES. 


In the spring of the past year prairie fires were very prevalent, and two persons 
_ were convicted and ene for allowing a fire to run and destroy property, but I am 
glad to say that the present fall has been singularly free from them, and no damage 
done by them in this district has been reported to me. 


AID TO THE HALF-BREEDS. 


Early in February last it was reported that distress for want of food existed 
amongst the half-breeds and others at St. Albert. I accordingly proceeded to that 
place and made such personal visits and enquiries as satisfied me that help was 
necessary, as the need was apparent and likely to increase. 

I represented the matter in the proper quarter, immediate action was taken, 
and I was directed to issue such a quantity of provisions as I might consider 
necessary. Having secured a storehouse, I despatched a supply of provisions to St. 
Albert, and to protect and issue them placed a non-commissioned officer and one 
constable at that place. 
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The following is a short statement of what was done :— 

1st.—Six hundred and sixty-three men, women and children were fed. 

2nd.—The amount of provisions and ammunition issued were as follows : 

5,334 pounds bacon, 20,916 pounds flour, 50 pounds gunpowder, 200 pounds shot, 
and 95 boxes of caps. 

Many of the persons relieved were old and crippled, blind, &. Owing to the 
deep snow I was unable to find work for the able-bodied men, although I much 
wished to do so. Had it been at any other season, I could, no doubt, have got some 
useful work done for this expenditure. 


PURSUIT AND CAPTURE OF GEORGE GODIN, alias “‘ KIS-KA-WASIS.”’ 


This man being wanted for horse-stealing, and evading capture, left this district 
for Montana in the fall of 1866. 

During his residence there he was convicted and sentenced to death for murder. 
He escaped from Helena gaol on the 15th July last and made his way back to this 
district. Early in September last it was rumored that Godin had been seen on the 
Stoney Plain Reserve, twelve miles north-west of Edmonton. 

Small parties were sent out to obtain information and to endeavor to capture 
him, but owing to the assistance he received from the Indians he evaded arrest. On 
the 11th October a strong party, under an officer, was sent to the Stoney Plain 
Reserve with orders to encamp there and thoroughly patrol the reserve night and 
day; at the same time, all likely outlets were guarded. On the 16th Godin’s horse 
was captured, through information given by Chief Enoch. On the 18th 1 swore in 
chief een as a special constable and withdrew Police, arranging to send back two 
constables and one scout, who were to assist Enoch, who undertook, if his plan was 
followed, to do his best to track down and capture Godin. Consequently I withdrew 
Police with as much parade as possible, but on the 20th I sent to the reserve, by 
private team, the men promised to Enoch, well disguised. The same night, or rather 
morning of the 21st, aan 1 a.m., Enoch and his party came on Godin at his cam 
ina muskeg. Godin, hearing them coming, came out of his camp and hid behind a 
tree; he then challenged the party in Cree, to which the scout (Foley) replied, 
telling him to come out and lay down his gun. In reply he opened fire, but owing 
to the darkness did no harm, not being able to aim correctly. He fired five shots, to 
which the constables and scout replied, aiming at the flash of his rifle. Finding his 
position getting hot he made off in the bush, and under cover of the darkness 
escaped. He left the reserve and travelled north some thirty miles, but learning 
that the trail was guarded he returned to Stoney Plains, where he was arrested by 
Chief Enoch on the night of the 7th November, assisted by three others of his band. 
The capture of this criminal, through the assistance rendered by this chief, has had 
a most excellent effect in this district. Understanding the Indian nature, as you do, 
you can estimate at its proper value the nerve and good sense displayed by this chief 
In Overcoming the prejudices and superstitions to which Indians are so subject, and 
which I had to combat before I could secure the arrest of Godin. 

There is no doubt that if this chief is properly treated and encouraged in the 
ending of this affair that we shall have a valuable ally in future cases. 

I forward with this report a return of cases disposed of during the year. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. H. GRIESBACH, 


Superintendent Commanding “ G” Division. 
The Commissioner 


North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX J. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT EK. W. JARVIS. 


N. W. M. Poticsz, “B” Drvision, 
Reatna, 30th November, 1888, 


Srz,—I have the honor to forward the following report on “B” Division for the 
year ending this day. 

The headquarters of the division were at Regina all winter; the horses were 
exercised daily, and parades, both mounted and dismounted, took place when the 
weather would permit of it. 

The new barrack rooms were found fairly comfortable, but sadly dencient in 
ventilation. The men frequently complained in the morning of headache, arising, no 
doubt, from the vitiated atmosphere in which they slept. The drainage, also, 
particularly from the wash and bath-rooms, was very defective. 

The division having been ordered to march out for the summer work, Inspector 
McGibbon started on 12th May with his detachment for Wood End and the Moose 
Mountain District, going by rail as far as Moosomin. 

On Monday, 14th May, I started with the headquarters of the division for Wood 
Mountain, arrived there on the morning of the 20th and went into camp near the 
new buildings. Dr. C. S. Haultain, of Winnipeg, who was attached for the summer 
in medical charge, accompanied the division to Wood Mountain. 


PATROLS. 


The division being now distributed as follows, viz., one officer and seventeen 
non-commissioned officers and constables in the Moose Mountain District, and two 
officers and forty-eight non-commissioned officers and constables in the Wood Moun- 
tain District, proceeded to take up the line of patrol over the same route as that 
followed last year. 

The days of arrival and departure were changed on some portions of the route, 
but the whole distance was travelled, as before, twice in each week. Regular 
connection was made with the “A” Division patrols at McCarthy’s Lake; and the 
whole country, from that point eastwards to the Manitoba boundary, a distance of 
about 350 miles, was thoroughly explored and closely watched the whole season. 

The total distance travelled by the horses of this division, eighty in number, 
was about 81,000 miles. 

All the regular patrols were kept up to the end of October, when travel through 
the district was practically stopped, owing to the grass having been burnt off by 

rairie fires. 
3 Severel special patrols were sent out at irregular intervals in different directions ; 
while I travelled, in addition to the patrols, upwards of 2,000 miles in various 
parts of the district. A detachment under Inspector McGibbon was sent early in 
November to Manitoba, with headquarters at Morden, to remain there for the winter. 


INDIANS. 


Most of the Sioux Indians from Moose Jaw came south to the Pinto Horse Butte 
early in the summer on ahunting expedition, and worked their way to Wood Mountain, 
near which they camped until the end of August, when the majority of them returned 
to Moose Jaw. 
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Indian runners from Standing Rock ,Agency, Montana, U. S., visited the Sioux 
camp at Wood Mountain and at Moose Jaw. Their object was to induce our Indians 
to join them in case of the outbreak of hostilities across the line, but as far as Icould 
learn they did not succeed in getting any promises. 

During the time these Indians were in the district they behaved very well, and 
gave us no trouble whatever. 


HORSES AND CATTLE. 


Several small bands of horses and ponies have been imported at different times 
during the summer, and have paid the Customs duty. A herd of 1,000 sheep also 
passed through on their way to Moose Jaw. 

There are no cattle left in the Wood Mountain District, those of the Home Land 
and Cattle Company having been removed to Rock Creek, south of the boundary 
line. In June an outbreak of the glanders occurred in the neighborhood of Alameda 
(supposed to have been brought across from Montana last winter), and Veterinary 
Staff-Sergt. Jenkins was sent down in July to inspect and report upon it. 

Dr. Creamer, V.S., the Government District Veterinarian, also visited Wood 
Mountain and the Wood Mountain District. 

Several horses belonging to settlers round about Alameda were destroyed by 
their owners, and the disease disappeared by the end of August. Owing to complete 
isolation, and other precautions taken by Inspector McGibbon, none of the Police 
horses were affected. 


BUILDINGS, 


A log building, 50 ft. by 18 ft., to be used as a Quartermaster’s store and 
hospital, and another, 20 ft. by 18 ft., for a blacksmith shop, were built at Wood 
Mountain Post early in the summer. 

A dug-out or bank stable was also constructed, 200 ft. long by 16 ft. wide, to hold 
forty-five horses. An extention of this stable should be made next year, the location 
is suitable, and with another lenght of 60 feet all the horses of the division stationed 
at this Post would be provided for. 

I also most strongly urge the construction of a barrack-room for the men 
stationed here. The loss in a standing camp from the wear and tear of tents, camp 
stoves, &c., waste of provisions for want of a mess-room and cook-house, to say 
nothing on the score of health and comfort, would more than counterbalance the 
expense of such a building as is required. 

A well is also urgently needed, the water supply from the creek being inferior, 
and also at some distance from the buildings. 

The amount expended to date has been only about $7,500, for which sum a large 
amount of accommodation has been obtained. 

A further expenditure of $2,000 would render the Post suitable for forty men, 
not only for the summer work but also for winter occupation, if required. The 
attached plan (not printed), prepared by Inspector Baker, shows the location of the 
eas buildings, those proposed to be erected being marked in red and numbered 

and 12. 

A small house and stable should be put up at Willow Bunch, where it is always 
necessary to keep a detachment. 

Authority was obtained to construct five dug-out stables at various points along 
the line of patrol, locating them about one day’s march distance from each other, so 
that in bad weather the horses would reach shelter every night; but I found it was 
too late in the season to do the work this year, and I accordingly made arrangements 
to have the work done early in the spring. 

If the buildings I ask for are put up at Wood Mountain the stable (No. 5 on 
plan) will be available for use as a carpenter shop, paint shop, veterinary drug store 
and troop store, all of which are much needed. 
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FENCE. 


A fence has now become a necessity at Wood Mountain Post. I recommend one of 
posts, wire, and top rail, and about 1,000 yards long, so as to enclose the buildings, 
stables and camp. 


FORAGE, 


The hay crop was plentiful this year and the quality good. The price is conse- 
quently lower than former years. 

ITrecommend that a portion of the hay put up at Wood Mountain and Willow 
Bunch should be baled; it will then be possible to deliver some at various points 
along the patrol line, which has become necessary owing to the frequent destruction 
of the grass by prairie fires, and also in view of the construction of the patrol stables 
referred to above. A hay press (or at all events a screw for one) should be supplied 
to Wood Mountain Post; the balance ofthe press could be built there. The oats 
supplied this season have been of good quality. 


TRANSPORT. 


The transport of this division consists of 13 heavy waggons, 1 half-spring 
waggon, 1 spring waggon, 2 double buck-boards, 7 heavy bob-sleighs, 1 light bob- 
sleight, 1 cutter, 5 jumpers, all in good order, with the exception of the cutter, which 
is now quite unfit for further.service. It should be replaced by a light bob-sleigh, 
the Moose Mountain detachment having no other winter transport. 

The half-spring waggon was serviceable on the longer patrols, effecting consider- 
able saving in horseflesh; but the springs were not found strong enough for more 
than 800 or 1,000 lbs. on our rough trails. 

I am of opinion that the waggon, having spring-seats, would be found more ser- 
viceable without the half-spring under the body, and in this shape I would recommend 
the issue of four more for use in this district. 

The jockey-box should in all cases be placed inside the waggon-box; all those 
outside our waggons have been broken by the double-tree when going down a short 
and steep “ pitch.” 

I also recommend that the sides of the boxes for the heavy waggons be made in 
one piéce, and that the tail-boards should be hinged so as to turn down; the hinges 
being both turned the same way, the tail-board can be easily removed if necessary. 
In any case, the rods should be inside the tail-board, not outside, as at present. 


HARNESS AND SADDLERY. 


The harness of this division consists of 13 sets wheel harness, 3 sets wheel 
harness (light), 1 set single harness (light), 3 sets cart harness (for jumper), all of 
which is in good order, except 2 sets of the light harness issued last spring, which 
turned out altogether too light for our work. 

I have had great trouble with the horse-collars; it isdifficult to fit them properly 
to horses of many shapes and sizes, and several sore shoulders are the result. 

The felt ee pall though good enough as a sweat-pad, does not help much in 
making an awkward collar fit snugly. I tried some of the “perfection” pads, made 
of light duck, stuffed with wool or hair, and found them to work much better. 

If the present style of collar is to be continued I recommend an issue of the 
“perfection” pad. 

A year ago I asked for Scotch collars for my division, and I still believe they 
would prove most suitable for our work. 

The saddles, sixty-six in number, are complete and in good order. 

The division is now fully supplied with Whitman bits, which are a great 
improvement on the Pelhams formerly used. 

The horse-blankets supplied this year are very good; the second strap is a great 
advantage. 

The surcingles, however, were remarkable for their shortness. 
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ARMS AND AMMUNITION. 


The arms of the division are in good order; the few small repairs which are 
needed can be made by the Armourer at Regina this winter. 

There is one Adams revolver of the old pattern in possession of the division, 
which should be exchanged for an Enfield. 


TARGET PRACTICE. 


The regular course of target practice with carbine and revolver was gone through 
hy the men at Wood Mountain and Willow Bunch. 
The results, considering the prevailing high winds, were fairly satisfactory. 


CASUALTIES. 


Constable Roth, who was attacked by fever at Wood Mountain in November, 
1887, and who was in hospital at Regina at the date of my last annual report, died 
on 16th December last and was buried on the 17th. 

Constable Wilson, while on stable picket at Regina on the night of the 21st 
March, fell and broke his right arm. He was, however, able to march out with 
the division on 13th May. 

Corporal Bruce, while getting out timber, cut his foot with an axe and was laid 
up for a couple of weeks. 

Among the horses the only casualty was the death, from inflamation, of horse 
No. 689, at or near Wood End, on 18th October. 


KIT AND CLOTHING. 


The issues received this year have been of good quality, with the exception of the 
grey cloak and cape, which has, I think, been generally condemned. 

The former (blue) issue was far superior, both in texture and appearance. 

Some hardship was experienced last winter from the want of buffalo coats; the 
black calf skin which was tried in place thereof was a complete failure, owing to the 
dye having rotted the skin. 

I beg to repeat my recommendation of the past two years (with which I find 
several officers of the force coincide) with regard to the issue of a broad-brimmed 
felt hat for prairie work. 

I would again urge that issues of kit and clothing be only made annually or semi- 
annually, on a fixed date, to the whole force. 


RATIONS. 


The system adopted through this patrol district, of having cooked meals sup 
plied by contract, instead of the bare issue of rations, has worked very well. 

At Wood Mountain particularly, the scheme has been successful; the services of 
cooks, mess waiters, wood fatigue men, &c., not being required, leaves so many more 
men for duty, an important item with a division so much under strength. 

The services of a Quartermaster’s storeman were also dispensed with. 


FUEL. 


The question of fuel along this line of patrol is becoming a serious one. Enough 
wood may be picked up at various points to suffice for cooking purposes during the 
summer, but it is difficult to get anything like enough for the cold weather. There 
is plenty of coal to be got, as it crops out on the surface at many places; but in every 
case it would require a certain amount of expense before suitable coal could be got 
at. J would suggest a small appropriation (say $200) for the purpose of opening up 
mines in two or three different places. The coal which has been tried has turned out 
of good quality, though not far removed from the lignite stage. 
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FIRE PROTECTION. 


The number of buildings at Wood Mountain Post now demands some means of 
fighting fire. The nearest water is some 300 yards distant, and this is another 
reason in favor of the well previously asked for. A pump should also be provided, 
and I recommend the issue of a couple of Babcocks and some grenades. 


PRAIRIE FIRES. 


The whole district, with the exception of Wood Mountain itself, was burnt over 
by pe fires, which came down from the neighborhood of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. 

None of these were preventible, nor could their actual origin be ascertained, as 
they covered such a large area. One small fire started near Wood Mountain Post, 
but was soon extinguished. 

There will, consequently, be no feed for horses along the line of patrol until well 
on into June of next year. 


DESERTIONS. 


There have been five desertions from this division during the year. Two men 
went to Winnipeg on leave of absence and did not return; one man deserted from 
Regina in May, and the other two deserted from Wood End camp, which is only a 
couple of miles from the United States bound ary. With one exception, we are well 
rid of them. 


DISCIPLINE AND CRIME. 


With the exception of the desertions just alluded to, the conduct of the men of 
this division has been very good, none of the charges having been serious. 

There have been no complaints against any of our men on the part of the 
settlers at Willow Bunch or in the Moose Mountain District. 

There are no settlers at Wood Mountain. 

There has been no crime in the district. 


SAVINGS BANK, 


The deposits this year reach the satisfactory total of $4,573. 


CUSTOMS. 


The usual assistance has been given to the Custom’s Department, the amount of 
duty collected along the frontier having been close upon $3,000.00. 

As far as is known, only two importers of stock passed the patrol line without 
reporting. 

One of these was traced to Moose Jaw and he paid duty at Regina; in the other 
suspected case (at Moosomin) sufficient evidence could not be got to warrant a seizure. 

A detachment of thirteen non-commissioned officers and constables, under 
Inspector McGibbon (previously mentioned), has been sent to Morden, in southern 
Manitoba, in aid of the Customs authorities. 


WINTER DETACHMENTS. 


The following strength marched from Wood Mountain for Regina on 11th inst., 
arriving on the 15th :— 


Number. 
COM COP ae IIe in cenae dae eee odes aaa tant oust ne eeeameee ene Peers. 2 
MON-COMIMISSIONOd OMGOTH. 2... s0ecires uct cv cre ectse cwesnccssonvaseracss sites 9 
ME ONAUM DION) sy cccrteesseoc: cree soonest imesh e as Peseta eae dics eet ES EAT era ed 26 


Horses........ Ine atk ath ikea@ teow ce as he va eta tate Car aurea oe ae i. 48 
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The distribution of the detachment remaining out forthe winter is shown in the 
following table :— 
sca SEC i TERS TE ST ES TTS ES a ET 


Pe a a) 3 

Name of Posts < = 2 Q 
5 8 Ss ) £ ~ : 
ao Qy a 3S nN 
et lt aise ly aeralkiae ees 
Cir ae) oO .) = es 
Migorats ii Poyehi he: Ahi rear Om Ret h. Penn es meaciacrenr rach rceer chechare nactnearnina| Uocaneen 1! sconce 5 6 6 
Wriaillowe BUNCH i c.ccscccocdtecedhsscnevenscedeseee  areslsdeceetecensecsacatentare lletaserees|icrasemorsl llecuce sees 2 2 2 
Warlylenssccswecsetcccstessstsccsnthseisoasseseeiecanerseaisnnreeeesicaneveethcate nec eseese tes Al iescasves’ 2 3 3 
OE STIS 5009 0), Soscoceedo socdoodou Jubooccou aandon ad ancceicy oroododecacdoonac Gucecooc ||cucnasebal ksoct conr|fonoscacee 2 2 2 
INT BTN CBs cseswnrarcssi se cteste ts sce tee cewvdoetaess eco eee egracaen ead wa wane cease teeaesol|iareoteneal| saeeusne il 1 2 2 
BOSCUL VAS cesessees sscesssncacue creases outenicssssnbacenescssarticireeesteastene coecel ener cereal eaeeaceesiliccenteces 2 2 2 
O7ey ew bhi Hien cceinanoneepocucceca i cbcono COI Gace AE Tpcono code monosen criecrcncd lloaraaieenl earcecrnd) loasocaccd 2 2 2 
Manitoba dapivcasccescesdasceaeuneeccevancaceeeaes ovadaca sh sisuvicateealenctdcanautaenaee 1 1 2 1l 15 12 
HNotalons COmMMANGexcacssevascceseste cccoseutorccaesencasees 1 3 3 20 34 31 


At Wood Mountain there is also one special constable, employed as interpreter, 
and one pony. 
OUTPOSTS. 


From the foregoing table it will be seen that the following changes have taken 
place in the outposts of this division. : 

Langenburg, at the end of the Manitoba and North-Western Railway (owing to its 
distance and inaccessibility from Wood Mountain, the summer headquarters of this 
division), was transferred to the Depot Division on Ist May last. 

Cannington, a flourishing settlement south-east of Moose Mountain, was 
entirely without police protection. Two men are now stationed there. 

Manitoba.—A new detachment sent out, as previously stated. 

The other outposts as stationed last winter. 


TELEGRAPH AND MAIL SERVICE. 


The mail service between the Canadian Pacific Railway and Wood Mountain has 
hitherto been carried on by the Police. As men and horses cannot always be spared 
for this duty the service has been somewhat irregular; some extra office work is 
also entailed, as all the mail for the district passed through our hands. 

It is time that the attention of the Post Office authorities should be called to the 
necessity of establishing a regular mail service (which has already been petitioned 
tor by the settlers). One of the principal objections to the present arrangement is, 
that the Regina postmaster (very properly, I think) refuses to forward registered 
matter by carriers not responsible to his department. 

With regard to the telegraph, for more than forty days uuring the last 
six months the line has not been working, and that not because it was out of order, 
but because the Moose Jaw (Canadian Pacific Railway) office could not give it proper 
attention. 

At one period no less than nine consecutive days elapsed while I was waiting to 
send a message. I afterwards learned that the Canadian Pacific Railway operator, 
whose particular duty it is to work the Government line, was absent during that 
period, and that no one was deputed to take his place. It frequently, I may say 
invariably, happens that there is a delay of balf aday in messages between Regina 
and Wood Mountain, and frequently more. If itis desired to make the telegraph 
line reliable the Government line must be extended from Moose Jaw to Regina. 

Having found last winter that a home-made telephone worked fairly well 
between Wood Mountain and Moose Jaw I proposed to rent a couple of instruments 
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from the telephone company in Winnipeg for use on the Government line (the 
Moose Jaw instrument being located in the Police office at that place), so as to insure 
attention to our sometimes urgent business. 

The Superintendent of Government Telegraphs wrote last summer to say that 
my iS Scpoaa was ot Bae and that the instruments would be supplied and fixed 
by his agents. Nothing having yet come of it, I beg to recommend that my 
original suggestion, at a cost of $50 per annum, be carried out. 


INSPECTIONS OF THE DIVISION AND DISTRICT. 


At the end of February Inspector McGibbon went to Moose Mountain to inspect 
the winter detachments there, and on his return on 10th March I went to Langen- 
burg for a similar purpose, leaving Inspector White-Fraser in command at Regina 
during my absence. 

I returned to Regina on the 20th and started again on the 23rd for Wood Moun- 
tain, going vid Moose Jaw and Willow Bunch. . 

Having taken a waggon (owing to the reports of open weather at Wood Mountain) 
I was much delayed by fresh falls of snow, but I was able to start on my return on 
the 9th April and reached Regina again on the 14th. I found everything in good 
order at all these outposts, and Inspector McGibbon reported the same with regard 
to the men at Moose Mountain. 

In the middle of July, having been to Regina for the pay of the division, I went 
by rail to Moose Mountain and thence by stage to Cannington, where I was met by 
Inspector McGibbon. 

I drove with him to Carlyle, Alameda, Coal Mines and Wood End, inspecting 
and paying the various detachments. 

From Wood End I returned by the patrol trail to Wood Mountain. The results 
of my inspection were satisfactory. 

On 6th November Inspecting Superintendent Cotton came to Wood Mountain to 
inspect the Post, and started for Regina on 9th inst. 

The outpost at Willow Bunch was inspected each month by Inspector Baker 
and myself. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
BK. W. JARVIS, 


Superintendent Commanding “B” Division. 
The Commissioner 


North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX K. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT W. D. ANTROBUS. 


N. W. M. Poricr, Heapquarters “A” Division, 
Marie CREEK, lst December, 1888. 


Sir,—I have the honor to forward my report from 22nd December, 1887, that 
being the date on which I assumed command of this division. 

On my arrival I found that all the detachments had been called in, with the 
exception of those along the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, one man at 
Saskatchewan Landing, and the detachment at Battle Creek, formerly known as Ten 
Mile Crossing, from its being situated on a creek about that distance from Fort 


Walsh, now abandoned. 


The following has been the average strength and distribution of this division 


during the past summer. 


| 
Name of Posts. Officers. N. CG. O.’s. Constables. Horses. 
"| 
Manlen@reek: ts ethos ccta eeihacsi ease eens 2 7 30 39 
Modictinet Haters cosets cence 1 2 | 14 20 
Serf EROIT POU ieee esc rcokccas eee meee een | Chunar nee serene 1 2 2 
Saskatchewan Wand ig. oc.scccrersseetortsces| esicseseso ccevsseciedsllenoussecsivsesesr tease 2 il 
DUT OLe eres ac ore elec ese wane ea aaee autos s|llawesseecueseereueaees 1 \ich Mevtenele doteteezenes 1 
ISTTHH Po 8 iy bP ecenrhs peacocromeroeeencccactansaresrenal cccempocercerccres oc 1 | 4 5 
With] OW ig OL @@ Ke tess cows tcletics cus cn voees duase aslovewssore sells) ssmesee sueevensniees 1 | 5 6 
Graburnt Buttes crscccaserescaccleectecensietostetceicclivscecccocuerstsnesstess 1 | 4 5 
Battle. Oreckstsxevctesticcteckeleae corcsocact ecco: H il 6 9 
MarwelliskGoulcesescecssmcccccnces cases scene cm ce necumaes ttescanste eer 1 | 3 4 
BASH Nd eR Ost ese ree eere sar ea eet eee oa eoeae el lew ebateate ws eaccionones ] 5 6 horses 2 mules 
Maplei@ reek l OwMice:ssassiesricsccl-sece-cecvectes jccessecssierscoestiecsn 1 il errccrrcamseecotccces 1 
1 alah mel Yo) eyo) geen enna ac aac teacee orc aan ocr eoncer otc r onthe nAAne aden enceaner cued Le Mborncareemuacneere 2 


The same detachments as remained out last winter are still out, the others having 
been brought in after the 15th of this month. 
As will be seen by attached returns, horse-stealing and other crimes, particular] 
drunkenness, have decreased in this district. At Medicine Hat for seven and half 
months, viz., from 10th May, 1887, to 3lst December, 1887, the following were the 


breaches of the liquor law :— 


Convictions: for-drunkemuess. 23.052: chsecseses a- de cals 0038 yotnataete@uen she 10 
Convictions for selling liquor and having it in possession illegally... 10 
Cases Selling HOUGr.dISMISSOd «se. cosnecancs «sabe dens svete cpp eens tegen sesics = 2 
While, from Jaunary to 30th November, 1888, viz., eleven months, the 
cases are as follow :— 
Convictions for drunkenness (1 at Dunmore)..............ccceseeseeeees 3 
Convictions for selling liquor and having it in possession illegally. 5 
At Maple Creek, in” 1887; convictions: ... <0. .scckocessece-eess-sorvssere se 1 
At Maple Creoky in 18835 dismiissed..2-vcsvers-:svecceccseness sna) asestscncve 1 
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In February this district, and in fact the whole country, was very much excited 
over a report that pleuro-pneumonia had broken out in a band of cattle belonging to 
Messrs. Gow and Stothers, whose ranche is situated near Graburn. Veterinary Surgeon 
Creamer, of Regina, examined some of the carcases and pronounced the disease to be 
as reported. Later on Dr. McKachran, the Dominion Veterinary Inspector, examined 
the same carcases and reported that there was neither sign nor suspicion of pleuro- 
pneumonia, but proclaimed the disease to be anthrax, and not contagious. There has 
been no sickness in the band of cattle since. 

On 18th March a general store belonging to J. Claustre, was broken into 
and some watches and other articles stolen. A half-breed named Brebant was 
suspected. I issued a warrant for his arrest, which was executed at Qu’Appelle. 

On 15th September se was tried before Judge J. F. Macleod, and sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment with hard labor at this Post. 

On the 31st March one Endispey reported having lost a band of horses between 
Dunmore and Maple Creek. As he supposed they had been stolen, I sent out a party 
and recovered them three days later, they having merely strayed from camp. 


On the 18th April, at Medicine Hat, a very clever arrest was made by the Rev. 
Mr. Lyon, and an ex-policeman named F. Mountain. A man named Henry Turner 
was seen’ by Mr. Lyon and Mr. Mountain, from a distance, getting into Mountain 
House through a window. They immediately went after Turner, and having caught 
him, handed him over to the Police. Turner was, on the 12th May, by Judge 
Macleod, sentenced to two yeai’s imprisonment in the penitentiary at Stoney 
Mountain, Manitoba. 

On the 6th May I received word from Sun River, Montana, U. 8., that two men, 
James Mclntyre, alias “ Slim Jim,” and a half-breed named Bruno Azuare, had stolen 
forty-one head of horses and had brought them into this country. I immediately 
sent Corporal Meneley, Constable Moss and Scout Lewis Cobell on the trail of these 
men, with orders to arrest and bring them in, they having passed east from Battle 
Creek on the 4th May. They were arrested and brought in, and on the 11th May 
Daniel Morris arrived from Sun River and identified the horses, some of which 
belonged to him. 

On the 14th I held a preliminary examination in the case and committed both 
men for trial. On the 2nd June they were tried by Judge Macleod, F. G. Fauquier, 
Ksq., J.P., and a jury, and having been found guilty were sentenced to five year’s 
imprisonment in the penitentiary. Corporal Meneley and his men deserve great 
credit for the manner in which they effected this capture, as had they not acted with 
the utmost caution, and at the same time used good judgment, the prisoners would 
undoubtedly have resisted. McIntyre had already served tour years in the State prison 
at Deer Lodge, Montana, for horse-stealing, and would not have allowed himself to be 
easily taken had he been given the least chance of resisting arrest. 


Having received a telegram from the officer commanding Fort Assinaboine, U.S., 
informing me that twenty-three head of horses belonging to the Blood Indians had 
been taken from Indians at Belknap, I, on the 18th May, sent Inspector Williams 
and Scout Cobell to Kennedy’s Post, near the international boundary line, to 
receive them. The horses were handed over by the Amevican authorities to Inspector 
Williams, who turned them over to Inspector White-Fraser, of “K” Division, he 
having come from Lethbridge for them. While on this subject I would beg to 
request that my appreciation of the assistance and courtesy I have at all times 
received from Colonel Otis, U.S.A., of Fort Assinaboine, and his officers, be placed on 
record. They have been the means of our recovering Government property taken 
to Montana by deserters, and it has afforded me much gratification to render them 
like assistance in a couple of cases. 

On the 29th May Louison Levelle, who had been interpreter for the force since 
its advent into the country, died. He had been complaining for a few months, but 
died very suddenly from hemorrhage. 

At Medicine Hat the Police ferry broke from its moorings, owing to the river 
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rising suddenly on the night of the 30th. The, Post at Medicine Hat being on the 
opposite side of the river from the town, and the river having to be crossed to go to 
our outposts, has been a source of great expense to the Government. A newscow had to. 
be built, but in the meantime, owing to high water, we were obliged to hire a car trom 
the Canadian Pacific Railway when it was necessary to transport horses from one 
side of the river to the other. If practicable, [ would respectfully recommend that 
the barracks be removed from the present site to the other side of the Saskatchewan; 
or, if not, that the buildings migbt be sold and new quarters tor our men be built on 
the town side. In my opinion the detachment at Medicine Hat is larger than is 
absolutely necessary, and having this division, as it were, divided in two, almost 
doubles the expense, besides giving double work and necessitating the support of two 
sets of employed men in our division. 

An amusing incident occurred on the 13th June, which goes to show how the 
Police are appealed to for protection by the settlers. A settler of this district, who, with 
a companion, was on the cattle “ round up,” came in and reported that while looking 
for cattle he and his comrade saw a man emerge from a clump of bushes in which were 
some horses. This man signalled them, and as they did not reply he fired his rifle. One 
of the men came in at once, leaving the other to see that the man in the bushes, who they 
thought was a horse thief, did not escape. I told him that I had no doubt but that 
the man fired so as to attract their attention, and asked him if the bullet had passed 
near them, to which he replied; “ We were not looking for bullets just then, so I 
came in here as fast as possible, changing horses twice on the way, and ‘you bet’ 
I made good time.” I at once sent the Sergeant-Major and three men with him to the 
place indicated, who discovered that the supposed horse-thieves were two of our 
scouts, who had been out looking for lost horses. Unnecessary to say, the two 
settlers above referred to were unmercifully chaffed by their comrades. 

On the 23rd June I sent a scouting party from Medicine Hat to Island Lake, and 
on 24th from here to “ Big Stick” Lake, both places being north of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway track, in which section of the country we have no outposts. 

On the 16th July I received a telegram from Regina re sixty head of horses 
stolen from Fort Benton, U.S. I notified all my detachments, but could find no trace 
of them. 

On the 17th July I accompanied Mr. Allen, of the Customs Department, to Far- 
well and Davis Lake, to look after cattle which had been brought into the Territories 
on which no duty had been paid. Satisfactory arrangements were made. 


On the 24th July a man named Nelson was drownedin the Saskatchewan River, 
at Medicine Hat, while bathing. Inspector Moodie held an investigation, and as the 
drowning was proved to be accidental no inquest was deemed necessary. 


On the 20th July avery severe wind, hail and rain storm visited Medicine Hat, 
which partly unrooted the hay stack at that Post. The storm continued for several 
days. As soon as it had abated men were put on to re-top the stack, which must 
have been penetrated by rain, causing it to heat, as on Sunday, the 29th, at about 
1 a.m., a sheet of flame was seen issuing from the stack, which was in a very short 
time reduced to ashes. I held an investigation, and the only conclusion I could 
arrive at was that the stack, from having become wet, had heated and caught fire. 
This may appear strange, as the hay had been stacked for a year, and old farmers 
say that only new hay is liable to heat; but as the evidence showed that no one had 
been near the stack since the previous Friday the above was the only conc!usion | 
could come to. 

On the 18th October I was informed by StaffSurgeon McGinnis, at Swift 
Current, that he had received a notification from Sheriff Benson, of Regina, to arrest 
two men named Montgomery and Frances, who had gone west with a stolen horse. 
Staf-Surgeon McGinnis, thinking that they were at Rush Lake, proceeded to that 
point, and on his return wrote me to the effect that these men had gone west. 
Hearing afterwards that they were supposed to be at the Forks of Red Deer River 
I wired Inspector Moodie to send a party to that point to intercept their further 


121 


progress and arrest them. Montgomery was arrested and sent under escort to 
Regina on the 17th November. Frances could not be found in this district. 

On the 2nd November, on receipt of'a letter from Sir John Lester-Kaye, manager 
of the Canadian Agricultural Coal and Colonization Company, requesting me to arrest 
aman named Weir who had deserted employment at Crane Lake, I at once gave 
orders and issued a warrant for his arrest. The following morning Weir (whom I 
did not know, but who afterwards proved to be the man in question) came to me and 
laid a complaint against F. Blackburn, foreman of the said company at Crane Lake, 
for assault, [instructed Inspector Sanders to proceed to Crane Lake, taking Weir 
with him, and dispose of both cases. Inspector Sanders went there, and on 
trying the cases considered, from the evidence brought forward, that a misunder- 
standing had occurred between the parties, and taking both sides into question he 
advised the company to withdraw the charge of desertion against Weir, and 
dismissed the case of assault against the foreman, the charge not being satisfactorily 

roven. 
i On the 21st an information was laid by Mr. Cross, manager of the said company 
at Crane Lake, against four-men in their employ for deserting employment. 

Under my instruction, Inspector Sanders proceeded by trail to Crane Lake and 
tried the cases. The evidence brought forward supporting the information, Mr. 
Sanders adjudged a fine of $10 each and costs, and in default of payment fourteen 
days’ imprisonment with hard labor. The fines not having been paid the men were 
imprisoned in the guard-room at this Post for the period stated. Besides the above 
cases, others of a similar nature brought by the said company were disposed of by 
Inspector Moodie at Medicine Hat. 

I have verbally and in writing received an acknowledgment from Sir John 
Lester-Kaye of the assistance rendered to the company by myself, the officers and 
men of “A” Division. 

I have always endeavored, in the interests of the public, to assist any company 
starting in the Territories to the best of my ability, and have impressed upon my 
subaltern officers and non-commissioned officers and men the necessity of carrying 
out my wishes in this respect. 


The following letter, which explains itself, was received from Staff-Surgeon 
McGinnis, Swift Current :— 


“Srr,—lI beg leave to report having received the following telegram yesterday : 
‘ BATTLEFORD, 31st May. 
‘StaffSurgeon McGinnis, Swirt CURRENT. 


‘ Alex. Sayers, freighter, left about a week ago for Swift Current with glandered 
horses. Better enquire into this. 


‘CO. STARNES.’ 


“To-day Sayers arrived and traded off the horse just as soon as he got here. I 
“saw and examined him, and told him I was sure the horse was suffering from 
“glanders. He said, he did not think so. I told him he was not bound to accept my 
“decision, but I would certainly have him examined by a veterinary before I would 
“allow him to be moved. After considering the matter he admitted I was right, anil 
“told me that the Police Veterinary Surgeon at Battleford made him shoot one of his 
“horses for glanders last year. He then hired a,man to shoot the horse, and I weat 
“with him and saw it done.” 


On the 26th July StaffSurgeon McGinnis reported that Mr. Openshaw, at 
Saskatchewan Landing, had some horses evidently affected with glanders. | instructed 
McGinnis to lay information before Mr. Knight, J. P., at Swift Current. This was 
done and the horses subsequently inspected by Veterinary Surgeon Burnett, who 
pronounced two of them affected with glanders. They were shot, and the carcases 
destroyed. In September other horses were inspected by Veterinary Surgeon 
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Creamer, of Regina, at Saskatchewan Landing, and one was shot and the remainder of 
the band isolated by his instructions. Further examination of this band of horses 
was made later on by Veterinary Surgeon Burnett, but there was no appearance of 
other animals being affected. 

One case of glanders occurred at Medicine Hat, which, having been reported to 
me, I instructed Veterinary Surgeon Creamer, who was in Maple Creek at the time, 
to proceed to Medicine Hat and inspect the animal. He ordered its destruction. 
No other case was reported from this point. 

During the year three lunatics were confined in the guard-room at Medicine 
Hat. Two of these, whose insanity was merely temporary, were detained until their 
reason returned and were then allowed to depart. The other, whose recovery 
appeared doubtful, and violence accompanying his actions, was, by order of His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, on my requisition, sent to Selkirk asylum, 

In connection with the case of the capture of “Slim Jim” and his accomplice, 
for bringing stolen property into Canada, previously mentioned, I omitted to state 
that a reward of $200 was paid for the recovery of the horses, which I divided, with 
your sanction, as follows : $50 to Corporal Meneley, $50 to Constable Moss, and $50 
to Scout Cobell. 

The remaining $50 was used in purchasing crockery, &c., for the troop messes. 

I have no doubt that the circular issued from the Stock Association, in Montana, 
to all officers commanding Posts, and to the Comptroller, was the result of the above 
capture, as Mr. Morris and Mr. Steele, the owners of the stolen horses, informed me 
that it was the intention of the association to publicly testify their appreciation of 
the services rendered by the Police. 


GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT. 


As I have, in the former portion of this report, shown the general work performed 
in this district by my division, I have nothing to enter under this heading. 


CRIME. 


The only crime of a serious nature which occurred inthis district, with 
the exception of those already mentioned, was as follows: On the 28th December 
a case of stabbing occurred at Cassils, on the Canadian Pacific Railway, west of Medicine 
Hat, dnd information having been laid before Inspector Moodie that officer sent a 
party to Tilley and arrested one Wagner, against whom the information had been 
laid. Wagner was tried before Judge Macleod and was sentenced to six months’ impri- 
sonment with hard labor in our guard-room at Medicine Hat. 

This case could not have been tried had we not been able to procure an Hungarian 
interpreter, who we fortunately had at hand, in the person of Regl. No. 1380, 
Constable Miniszewsky, at present stationed at Medicine Hat. This constable rendered 
similar service at Lethbridge, Superintendent Deane, of “K” Division, having 
requested me to send him to interpretrn cases against Hungarians employed by the 
North-Western Coal and Navigation Company, at Lethbridge, who werein riot. All 
other crimes were of a trivial nature, as will be seen from return of convictions 
attached. 

PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 


On assuming command of this District I found the following detachments and 
outposts established for the winter: Medicine Hat, under command of an officer; 
Battle Creek, one non-commissioned officer and six men; Swift Current, one sergeant 
and one man; and Saskatchewan Landing, one man. 

Karly in May | sent men to outposts south, as per distribution on first page of 
this report. It was subsequently found necessary to strengthen Swift Current and 
Saskatchewan Landing by one man each—the former on account of prairie fires and 
the latter on account of glandered horses being brought in from the north; also, as 
should a prisoner be arrested at the Landing one man would be obliged to bring him. 
to Swift Current, and it was not deemed advisable to leave that outpost without a 
constable, 


The outposts south have, as will be seen from the absence of horse-stealing or 
other crime committed along the boundary line, done good service, although their 
strength was much smaller than last year, and they had not the advantage ot’ employed 
scouts, having this year had the services of but two, whereas last year there were 
six. ‘This was partly owing to my suggestion that our men could do the work as 
well, and I recommended to you that four should be granted extra pay, at the rate 
of 25 cents per diem. Two were allowed me, so that I really had four scouts 
in my district, and I now find that my confidence in our men was not misplaced, as 
the work, in so far as the scouting is concerned, has been performed very satisfactorily. 
Of course, half-breed scouts are necessary in this district, but I must agree with a 
statement made by yourself in the beginning of the year, that it is not necessary that 
one should be stationed at every outpost. All outposts were inspected on an average 
of three times a month by an inspector under my command, and by myself once a 
month, except when my duties prevented my doing so. Then—and only once—I sent 
my senior inspector in my place. 

The outposts contiguous to Medicine Hat were inspected by Inspector Moodie, 
and the following by Inspector Williams, who had his head quarters at Battle Creek: 
Graburn, Farwell and East End. 

At Battle Creek a building was erected by our own men for Inspector Williams, 
at a very small cost, the building being removed from Fort Walsh for that purpose 
during the summer. I have had the roofs of buildings at Willow Creek, Bull’s Head 
and Battle Creek painted with fire-proof paint. 

The present station at East End is, in my opinion, badly situated, it being off 
the line of travel, and about seven miles from the crossing of the “ White Mud,” 
which is on the trail between Swift Current and the settlements south of the boun- 
dary line. 

ai would recommend that the buildings lately occupied by Mr. McLaughlin, for 
which I have received a re-lease from him, be occupied next year, as they are situated 
at the crossing above referred to, and from which point any parties passing from the 
north or south can be easily seen, which is not the case at the point at present occu 
pied by our men. 

My patrols connected weekly with “ K” Division, on the west, up to September, 
when, by your orders, we were forbidden to do so, on account of disease among “ K ” 
Division horses. 

The same weekly connection was made with “ B” Division, on the east, until 
the burning of the prairie prevented its continuance. 

In connection with the latter patrol, I beg to refer you to Superintendent 
Mclllree’s report of last year, wherein he states that the distance to be travelled 
by our men is too great, and I would corroborate his recommendation that 
a station be erected at some point on the “ White Mud,” about forty miles from Hast 
End Post. Then, if a detachment from the Wood Mountain District were stationed 
somewhere about “ Pinto Horse Butte ” the patrols could easily meet and have time to 
scout the country besides. 

The total distance travelled by the horses of this division on patrol, from 1st 
June to 30th November, was 76,466 miles. 

Previous to the hay being put in at the different outposts, of which there is a 
sufficient supply to carry us through next year, I gave instructions to have strong 
hay corrals built, which, on my last inspection, I examined and found to be built in 
accordance with my instructions. Before the hay was stacked a good foundation of 
logs was laid on the ground, upon which to build it, so as to guard against any 
dampness. 

ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


There being no Indian reserve in this district, I have not had occasion to ren- 
der this department much assistance, but have advised the removal of a band who 
have been for a long time settled on Pie-a-Pot Creek, twelve miles from here. Complaints 
having been made against these Indians, I reported the matter, and was instructed. 
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to find out to what bands they belonged. This was an utter impossibility, as they claim 
to belong to this district, having been promised a reservation here. I have every 
reason to doubt the truth of their statement, as in conversation with the late Indian 
Commissioner he informed me that the majority of these Indians belonged to Crooked 
Lake Reserve. 

These Indians behave well and appear to be industrious. Their principal industry is 
the polishing of buffalo horns for sale, but many settlers employ them to work on their 
farms. There is, I believe, a movement on foot to send a petition to the Indian Com- 
missioner, requesting that a reservation be allotted these Indians at Pie-a-Pot Creek. 
but as this is a matter between the Department and the settlers Ido not deem it wise 
to venture an opinion as to the advisability ofa reserve being allotted them at that 
place. The complaints above refered to I found upon investigation to be not the 
fault of the Indians, but that of the parties making them, who were certainly to blame. 
As no complaints were made to me officially, I could not deal with them. 


ASSISTANCE TO RAILROADS. 


I am happy to be able to state that I have not been called upon in my official 
capacity to render assistance to the two railroad companies in my district, viz., the 
Canadian Pacific and the North-Western Coal and Navigation Company, both these 
roads being so well managed that no trouble, in which we might be called upon to 
act, has occurred. Detachments from my division have been stationed along the line 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway at the following points: Swift Current, Maple Creek, 
Dunmore and Medicine Hat. 


ASSISTANCE TO CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT. 


All my outposts in the southern portion of my district were instructed to report 
at once any arrival from Montana. This has been the means of collections being 
made for Customs duties which otherwise would have been lost. 


DISCIPLINE, CONDUCT, ETC. 


Discipline has been, to the best of my ability, carried out, and the conduct of the 
men has been good, with, of course, a few exceptions. All men guilty of breaches of 
discipline have been punished, in my opinion, judiciously. In this connection I would 
beg respectfully to recommend that a scale of punishment be made out, and forwarded 
to each officer commanding a division or district, as different officers are liable to 
award different punishment for similar crimes. 


DRILL AND TARGET PRACTICE. 


All members of the division performed the annual spring drill, but the duration 
was limited, owing to a large number being placed on outpost duty as soon as the 
depth of the snow in the hills permitted of scouting. Target practice, mounted and 
dismounted, was preformed by all members of the division, except those incapaci- 
tated by sickness, or otherwise, in accordance with the instructions received from. 
headquarters, and men on detachment duty were relieved in turn for that duty. 


PHYSIQUE. 


The physique of the men of my division is very good. The average at this date: 
being :— 


PEO. t pacientes oem tnameltin dd Peep aESd ive «+ COREE ab iTE! 25 years 8 months. 
LSU Li tis adie sha eee tena os aol aniog ak Coosa we ns CERNE 5 feet 9 incheg. 
Chest measurements). sissies: coe veedessdeks wancde eotecaens 37 275 inches. 
Weiglitiissts dantimeenre deter enasuetenpensestess ace mes ahaee 153 7710 lbs. 


If the average throughout the force comes near or equals that of this division 
it will prove that the greatest care has been taken in the selection of men by the 
recruiting officers. 
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RECRUITS. 


All men wishing to become members of the force, who have applied to me, I 
have caused to make out their applications on the proper form, which I forwarded 


you. Two men have been sent to headquarters and accepted. 


HEALTH. 


The health of the division has been good, only one serious case, that of fever, 
having been contracted at Swift Current by StaffSergeant McGinnis, who is now 
convalescent. Taking into consideration the crowded state of the barrack-rooms in 
winter and the inferior quality of water which the men have had to drink, it is a 
surprise to me that I have to report no cases of the above nature having been con- 
tracted here. Lately, better water has been supplied, a new well having been dug 
on the bank of Maple Creek, which will, no doubt, in the future tend to promote the 
general health of the division, 


RATIONS. 


The rations supplied by the contractors during the past year were of excellent 
quality. I must specially mention the beef delivered by Messrs. Boright & Parsons, 
which was always fat, even during the season when range cattle are supposed to be lean. 

In a district such as this, in which so much prairie work has to be done, I 
would recommend that compressed tea be supplied, it being more suitable for carry- 
ing on trips, and, as a rule, better liked than the chest tea supplied. 


KITS, CLOTHING, ETO. 


These are of good quality, und have proved serviceable, with the exception of 
the teamsters’ gauntlets, which, in my opinion, should be stronger than the buckskin 
at present issued. A few pair (as samples) of the “ Napa Buck” were,sent me, and 
after a fair trial I found them more serviceable than the buckskin, but unless 
thickly lined would be very cold in winter. 


ARMS AND ARTILLERY. 


There is no artillery in this division. The Winchester carbines in use in this 
division are, with a very few exceptions, the same as were on the books when I took 
command ; and as will be seen by referring to Superintendent Mclllree’s report of 
last year “required looking over.” I have been obliged to send a number to head- 
quarters for repairs, which were returned in as good order as it was possible to make 
them, but as they were so badly honeycombed, from long and hard service, they could 
not be made really effective. The sighting is also bad, and I consider the mechanism 
weak, and consequently liable to get out of order. If allowed to do so, I would 
respectfully recommend for this force the Martini carbine, it being stronger in all its 
parts and better sighted. The Enfield revolver now in use is in every respect a first- 
class arm, and it is very seldom that one gets out of order. 


DESERTIONS, 


During the year there have been six desertions from this division. One man 
was granted leave to go to Ireland and did not return. One who deserted from 
Medicine Hat subsequently gave himself up. Three from Maple Creek and one 
from Farwell detachment. Five American deserters from Fort Assinaboine, Montana, 
U.S., reported here. Two of these brought in horses and equipment complete. I 
wired the officer commanding Fort Assinaboine that they were here, and acting on 
a telegram from himI sent the horses, &c., to him, by M. D. Morris, who was 
returning to Sun River vi@ Assinaboine. 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS, 


The amount deposited in this bank by members of this division during the past 
year is $3,073.22, which speaks well tor the men, and will, I think, compare favorably 
with the deposits from any other division 


INSPECTION OF DIVISION. 


The inspections made of this division during the year were as follows: 11th 
February by the Assistant Commissioner ; 3lst May by the Assistant Commissioner 
and Inspecting Superintendent Cotton, who held quarterly board on stores ; 26th 
June by yourself, and 4th November by yourself. 


HORSES. 


The horses in this division are good, being, with a few exceptions, of a stout or 
chunky build. The eastern horses I do not consider suitable for Police work, as 
they require great care for the first year or two after coming to the country. Asa 
saddle horse for our service, I consider the bronchos ranging from 15 to 16 or 17 
hands, the most suitable. Those higher and heavier make good team horses. I have, 
by your orders, broken four saddle horses to harness, and they have turned out well. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


Some of the harness in my division is.old, but still serviceable. I would suggest 
that collars more suitable for heavy work be sent here, as those we have are altogether 
too light for transporting supplies to outposts, the country being rough and hilly. 

The saddles are in good order. The last consignment made by Hutchins, of 
Winnipeg, are very good, but I would recommend that the leather behind the cantle 
be wider and the skirt deeper. As they are now, a portion of the coat, when strapped 
behind the saddle, rests on the horse’s back, which not only destroys the coat but tends 
to give the horse a sore back. A “D” might be put near the top of the cantle, at the 
back, so that a coat, cloak or blanket could be strapped tightly up to the saddle, and 
off the horse’s back. 

Staff-Sergeant Horner inspected the harness and saddlery of the division this fall, 
and has no doubt reported upon it. 


TRANSPORT. 


The transport is in good order, although most of it is old. The heavy “ Min- 
chin” waggon is not strong enough for the rough country through which we have 
to travel. 

The axle of the half-spring “Minchin” is too light, and the draught is heavy 
owing to its being coupled so long. 

The buck-boards are strong, and stand the work well. 


FORAGE, 


The forage supplied to my division during the year has been of very good quality. 
The oats, which weve supplied by the settlers of this district under contract this year, 
are very good, being of a superior quality and better than any I have seen delivered 
at Police Posts at which I have been stationed in the Territories. 


STABLES. 


The stables at Maple Creek and Medicine Hat are not large enough to accommo- 
date the horses of the division. I would recommend that a stable for sixty horses 
be built at Maple Creek. 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


As the articles which come under this heading have been treated separately in 
this report, I can only add that as a whole the general equipment is good. 


BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE. 


The barracks at Maple Creek are altogether too small for the number of men 
they have to accommodate during the winter. I would recommend that the present 
building, which-is divided into barrack rooms, mess room and kitchen, be used 
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solely as barrack rooms. This wouid give us accommodation for at least fifty men. 
I would also recommend that the two present stables be converted, one into a mess 
room and kitchen and the other divided so as to make workshops for the saddler 
and tailor, and a recreation room. This change will necessitate the building of new 
stables. I would recommend that one stable, capable of holding sixty horses, be 
built about 50 yards behind the present ones, and as a harness and saddle room is 
absolutely required here an extension building for that purpose might be added to 
‘the rear of the stable. The quarters at Medicine Hat are in good order, and are in 
every way suitable for a detachment of its present strength. The flooring of the 
stalls in the stables have been taken up, and in some clay and in others concrete 
substituted. 

This summer a log house was, by your authority, purchased and removed to the 
barracks as quarters for the Sergeant-Major. 

This building is now used as a recreation room, in which has been placed a 
billiard table—purchased by the division—reading desk and two small tables, at 
which games of cards, chess, &c., may be played. In rear of this building is a 
lean-to, which is used as a canteen from which the men can obtain canned 
goods, soft drinks, &c., &e. 

A recreation room at this Post has been a long-felt want, and will tend to keep 
men in barracks instead of their being obliged to go to town for amusement. 


FUEL. 


Wood is used only for the bakery. Coal from the North-Western Coal and Naviga- 
tion Company’s mines at Lethbridge is used both for cooking and heating purposes. 


TELEPHONES, 


I would strongly recommend that telephone lines be constructed both at Maple 
Creek and Medicine Hat. They would cause a saving of both men and horses, and 
there are days in winter when it is almost impossible to go to town from the barracks 
here. I think the two lines could be built for about $250. The above were recom- 
mended by Superintendent Mclllree last year. 


TELEGRAPH LINES, 


The Rocky Mountain line, which runs to Montana and connects with the Canadian 
Pacific Railway at Walsh, passes our detachment at Battle Creek, at which place 
their is an office, the operator being Constable Kennedy. This line has often been 
of service to us. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


The only fire protection we have, either at this Post or Medicine Hat, consists of 
water buckets and Babcock, with a few hand-grenades. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


The water supply is very bad at this Post; the only well in barrack contains 
alkaline water, which, though not too strong for horses, cannot be used by the men. 
A very good well was dug at Medicine Hat this summer. One was dug here also, 
but in order to get water fit to use we had to dig it near the creek, at a distance of 
about 500 yards from the barracks. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


The roads in this district are very good, but of course in the southern portion 
(in the Cypress Hills) they are rough. an 

A bridge was built over Maple Creek last summer by the Government, It is a 
very good bridge, but is not in the most convenient place for either the town, 
barracks or settlers. We have a bridge of our own between barracks and town on 
a very much better site than the Government one. 
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FERRIES, 


The only ferry in this district is at Medicine Hat, and belongs to the Police, and 
is run by one of our men. A Government ferry isin operation at the Sackatchewan 
Landing, at which point a detachment of our men is stationed. 


LIQUOR LAWS. 


The liquor laws are not, as a general rule, popular throughout the country, 
although there are some who favor them. There have been very few breaches of 
those laws in my district this year compared to former years. This may be attributed 
to the licensing of mild beer. 


SETTLERS, 


All the settlers in and around Maple Creek have done well this year, they having 
had finer and more abundant crops than ever before. The grain and roots were as 
fine as I ever saw in any country. 


RANCHING PROSPECTS 


Are excellent, horses and cattle doing equally well. With the exception of the cattle 
disease mentioned in the first part of this report, there have been no losses worth 
mentioning. 


GAME. 


Both large and small game is very plentiful in this district. Quite a number of 
deer, antelope, and a few bears, have been shot this fall. Of the small game, rabbits 
and prairie chickens are the most abundant. The Indians having left the Cypress 
Hills accounts for the increase of game. 


INDIANS. 


There are only a few straggling Indians in this district. They receive nothing 
from the Government, and are very well-behaved and industrious, They are anxious 
to be given a reserve about twelve miles from here on Pie-a-Pot Creek. 


HALF-BREEDS. 


There are very few half-breeds settled in this part of the district, but quite a 
number live at Swift Current, and there is a settlement at Saskatchewan Landing, 
which is considerably augmented during the winter months. During this year 
several families were supplied with rations. Their principal occupation is freighting 
from Swift Current to Battleford, and some freight as far north as Edmonton. They 
also catch and sell whitefish. 

As some cases of glanders among horses owned by half-breeds were reported, and 
some of them destroyed, I would beg to recommend that a periodical inspection by 
a qualified veterinary surgeon be made of these horses, as the half-breeds, being 
constantly on the move and continually trading their horses, it is almost impossible 
to keep track of them. 


PRAIRIE FIRES. 


Several have occurred during the summer, the majority of them having been 
started by sparks from the Canadan Pacific Railway engines. This company has 
taken every precaution against setting out fires, even having got improved smoke- 
stacks, but even from them I believe fires have been started. I only succeeded in 
getting one case, which was against a foreman of the Canadian Pacific Railway. He, 
with three men, were burning along the side of the track, when the fire got away 
from their control. As the ordinance had not been complied with I fined the 
party $50 and cost. 


GENERAL WORK 


Has been good, particularly at the outposts, at which, owing to being short of 
men, I was not able to supply as many men as last year. The country has been 
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thoroughly patrolled. Our connection with the divisions to the east and west has 
been regularly made. To this system of patrols is due the total absence of horse- 
stealing and the prevention of infractions of the Customs laws. 

I sent to the Hills (about thirty miles from here) and brought in good dry posts for 
a fence around this Post, which are already in the ground and ready for the wire 
and top rails. This fence has long been required, particularly in winter, as it has 
been found in the past almost impossible to keep the cattle out of the hay corral, 
the snow being banked so high that they had no difficulty in walking over the fence 
and into the corral. This was not the case last winter, as there was not so much 
snow as the year before. 

Shortly after my arrival at this post I laid out the barrack square into paths, 
which were bordered with large stones of as uniform a size as could be got. This has 
added greatly to the appearance of the square. I also planted some trees, but this 
having been done so late in the season they all died. It is my intention, if 1 am here 
next spring to transplant more before the frost is out of ground. 

Accompanying this report are the following returns: Mileage travelled by 
horses of division (not printed); return of convictions; also reports from Hospital 
Steward, Staff-Sergeant Tullock. 

In closing my report I must acknowledge the cheerful and able assistance I have 
received from all members of my division. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. D. ANTROBUS, 
Superintendent Commanding “A” Division. 
The Commissioner, 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX L. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF INSPECTOR J. HOWE. 


N. W. M. Potics, “C” Drviston, 
BATTLEFORD, 30th November, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report for the current 
ear. . 

: I took over the comand of this district from Inspecting Superintendent Cotton 
on the 5th March last. Throughout the winter, up to that time, everything had 
been quiet in this district, the usual routine of duty proceeding regularly day by 
day. Within a few days after my arrival at Battleford reports of an uneasy feeling, 
said to exist among the Indians throughout the district, excited the settlers, 
but the utmost exertions on my part did not bring to light any information 
of a more serious nature than that the Indians on the various reserves had 
been holding dances and secretly visiting one another, for what purpose did not 
appear. In company with Assistant Surgeon Aylen and Mr, Indian Agent Williams 
I visited the reserves in this agency and everywhere found the Indians civil, and making 
preparations for their spring work. The information I received was to the effect that 
certain of the more turbulent spirits among the half-breeds in the neighborhood were 
inciting the Indians to rebel, promising assistance from the south. I had a number of 
these men placed under surveillance, but could not discover any foundation for even 
suspivion that they were committing any overt act. At that time the majority of 
the half-breed population around Battleford were in a condition almost approaching 
starvation, very few of them being farmers, and the. remainder mainly trusting to 
freighting and manual labor for subsistence. The fact that these avenues for employ- 
ment are overcrowded brought about a great deal of destitution among this not 
over thrifty class. These people having little to do, and gathering together to talk, 
doubtless a great many things were said and threats made that could not be sub- 
stantiated. At any rate, nothing approaching a breach of the peace was attempted. 

On the morning of the 20th a number (amounting to nearly thirty) of half-breeds 
waited on me, stating that they were starving and could not obtain work. Acting 
on your instructions I issued rations of. flour, tea and bacon to these people, putting 
them to work around the barracks. By these means a number of families were 
provided with the necessaries for sustaining existence, which at that time they had 
no other way of obtaining, and I had the men continually under my observation. 
As the spring advanced and work became more abundant these people gradually 
dropped off the ration list and secured employment in various ways. 

The half-breeds of this district may be generally referred to under four distinct 
classes. Some are farmers, of considerable energy and ability. These are nearly all 
located about twenty-five or thirty miles west of Battleford, in what is known as the 
Bresaylor Settlement. This was a prosperous place prior to the outbreak of 1885, but is 
only just beginning to recover from the effects of that troubled period. A number of 
these people, on the report of the Claims’ Commission, have not yet been reimbursed 
their loss by the depredations committed by the Indians, and have been seriously 
handicapped in consequence. Of the half-breeds who do not farm, a number own ponies 
and carts, and make a living by freighting supplies from Swift Current, the nearest 
point on the Canadian Pacific Railway. Others, again, find work in the vicinity, 
such as cutting and hauling wood to town, making hay, rough carpenter work and 
any other similar labor that may be obtained. But there is a class—such as may 
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be found in all communities, and which may be termed the vagrant class—that do 
no work beyond what is absolutely necessary in order to live. They hunt and fish 
a little, but as for steady employment would not accept such were it offered. They 
live entirely from hand to mouth, making no provision for the future, and when 
times are hard or game scarce they are unprepared for it, and immediately drop to 
the verge of starvation. It is this class principally that it was found necessary to teed 
during the past winter. In all probability, should the coming winter prove to be 
severe, it will be necessary to repeat the treatment followed last winter; but if so, I 
would strongly recommend that a full equivalent should be demanded for whatever 
assistance may be given by the Government. 

After spring opened everything remained quiet throughout the district until the 
17th August, when I received information that a number of Indian runners from 
Montana had been seen on Poundmaker’s and Little Pine’s reserves. It was stated 
that these men comprised Crow, Gros Ventres, Blackfoot and rebel Cree Indians. 

I immediately proceeded to the reserve with a pary consisting of Assistant-Sur- 
geon Aylen and twenty-six non-commissiond officers, men and guides, but after three 
days’ search found the runners had gone. The trail of one party, consisting of three 
men was followed for a considerable distance, but the nature of the country rendered 
it impossible to pursue them on horseback, and I was compelled to give up the pur- 
suit. Nothing further has since been heard of them. 

Since the harvest the Indians in this agency appear more contented and settled 
than they ever were to my knowledge. The excellent crops gathered on all the 
reserves seems to have spurred them on to further exertions towards becoming self- 
supporting. On nearly all the reserves large tracks of ground are already prepared 
for next spring’s seeding. The crops of grain and vegetables on the reserves are 
more than sufficient to meet the requirements of the Indian Department in this dis- 
trict and leave a surplus. 

The settlers through the district have been exceptionally favored with an unpre- 
cedented harvest, the return of crops of all kinds being abundant. No frost affected 
the grain, which is all of the finest quality. 

There has been no marked influx of settlers into this district during the year, 
but the prospects of railway communication will doubtless bring this portion of the 
Territories into notice, and considerable immigration may be looked for. 

This district has never been occupied by any large ranching company, such as. 


‘forms a peculiar feature of the south-western district; but the number of settlers 


with bands of cattle, and the condition of their stock, proves that there is a great 
future before the Saskatchewan District. 

I attach herewith a return of all cases tried by me. From the return you will 
see that crime isa thing almost unknown here. Only two cases throughout the 
year were sufficiently serious to warrant a committal for trial before the judge of the 
Supreme Court. One of these was thrown out by the judge and the other resulted 
in a verdict of “not guilty.” There were but two in‘ormations laid before me for 
infractions of the prohibition laws of the Territories, the charges being for supplying 
beer of local manufacture to Indians. No complaint of illicit importation of liquor 
was brought to my notice during the year. 

IT have had the surrounding country carefully and regularly patrolled by small 
parties. The routes of these patrols are shown on the map already forwarded to you. 

There are three outposts furnished from this division—one at Onion Lake, 
consisting of a non-commissioned officer and seven constables; one at Bresaylor, 
consisting of three constables, and the other at the Sixty-mile Bush, consisting of two 
constables. These outposts are permanently kept up and do all the patrol duties in 
their immediate neighborhoods. Small parties are continually kept patrolling the 
district within thirty miles of Battleford. 

Every possible opportunity of rendering assistance to the Indian Department 
has been taken advantage of. I furnished an escort under Inspector Chalmers for 
the purpose of bringing in the money from Swift Current required for the payment 
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of the treaty in this and the Onion Lake agencies. Indians coming to town from 
the various reserves, and staying around when they should return, are always sent 
back and escorted by our men. 

This district has been remarkably free from prairie fires during the past summer 
and fall. No information of an infringement of the ordinance relating to prairie 
fires was laid before me. No fires were noticed in the neighborhood. I heard of 
one having been seen on the prairie some forty miles the south-west, but no damage 
was reported to have been done. 

A contract has been signed for the erection of a permanent bridge over the 
Battle River, and the greater portion of the timber required has been got out. This 
will obviate considerable annoyance in the spring time when that river is opening. 
There are generally a few days when communication is entirely cut off from the 
south side of the river until it clears sufficiently to enable a ferry to run. 

Discipline has been efficiently maintained in this division without severity, as is 
evidenced by the comparatively few entries in the defaulters’ book. I have every 
reason to be well satisfied with the conduct of the men under my command, The 
weak strength of the division, when compared with the area occupied by the barracks, 
renders the work necessary to keep the post clean and in good order to be unusually 
great. Wood is the sole fuel used here, about 1,200 cords being required annually to 
supply the different quarters and kitchens. This wood is cut into suitable stove 
lengths by means of a horse-power and circular-saw; operated by our own horses and 
men. 

Every available opportunity was taken advantage of during the year to drill the 
men in the use of small arms and 9-pr. field artillery. Parades for drill in field 
movements have been held during the summer every week, and great steadiness and 
proficiency in marching, &c., has been attained by all ranks. Each man in the 
division was carefully put through a course of musketry instruction by Sergeant 
Mahoney, prior to the annual target practice, with good results, as shown by the 
record of target practice already forwarded. Great interest was taken in this 
training and exercise both by the instructor and men. After the completion of the 
regulation course of instruction a Winchester Rifle Club was organized in the 
division, numbering about forty members, and a two-days meeting held on the 28th 
and 29th September to compete for a large number of prizes. The competitions were 
keen, “ties” having to be shot off for nearly every prize. 

The general health of the division has been excelient. I regret to have to report 
that one man (Constable U. A. Vachon) died here of Bright’s disease in the month 
of September, but with this exception nothing of a serious nature came under the 
notice of Assistant-Surgeon Aylen. 

During the fall an epidemic of fever, stated by the Veterinary Surgeon to be 
typhoid, broke out among the horses. Every care and attention was paid to them, 
notwithstanding which nine horses died. Veterinary Surgeon Burnett came from 
Regina and concurred fully in Staff-Sergeant Poett’s diagnosis and treatment. My 
horses are now fully recovered from the sickness referred to, and are all healthy 
and in good condition. A few of the horses of this division are, from age and other 
causes, unfit for Police service, and an early opportunity should be taken to have 
them cast and sold. I will, however, be able to utilize these horses until next 
spring, when I may be <unplied with re-mounts. 

The provisions supplied by the contractors during the year have all been of 
excellent quality and have given eve y satisfacton, 

The clothing and othe. articies of kit issued are fully up to the standard, and 
the system of cash compensation for kit not drawn is beneficial in every way. 

The transport supplied this Post is in excellent order. The patrol waggons and 
buck-boards sent up from Regina a few months ago are serviceable, and just the 
articles we require. 

Considerable advantage is taken in this division of the opportunity of banking 
afforded by the Department ; $5,136 was deposited in the past twelve months by 
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twenty-five depositors. This amount does not include any payments made through 
the department other than bona fide accumulations of savings. 

I have before referred to the weakness of this division, considering the number 
of patrols and outposts which have to be furnished. Frequently there are hardly 
sufficient men in the Post to perform the necessary duties from day to day. 

The total distance travelled by the horses of this Division from 1st June to 30th 
November was 26,317 miles. 

The division has been inspected twice during the year—first in July by the 
Inspecting Superintendent, and also during the present month by the Assigtant Com- 
missioner. On both occasions I was pleased. to receive the commendatory remarks 
of the inspecting officers, who will have furnished you with detailed reports of their 
inspections. 

My saddlery, harness and other equipment is,complete in every way, and in good 
order and condition, I have a most efficient saddler in the division, who takes 
interest in his work, and the harness and saddlery are kept in thorough repair, and 
always fit for service. 

The barrack buildings at this Post have all been put in thorough repair during 
the past summer, and they are now as comfortable as any I have ever seen in the 
country. The buildings, as you are aware, are frame, lined on the inside with rough 
boards and brown building paper. This is a material which will not stand much 
wear and tear, and I would recommend that the inside of the buildings be plastered 
during the coming summer. This would render the barrack rooms permanently 
suitable for our reqirements. You are aware of the condition of the buildings which 
formed the old Post, and that they are worse than useless as barrack rooms, or even 
workshops. The completion of the new post, so far as to render the use of the old 
buildings unnecessary for any purpose whatever, would beof great advantage to us. 

On the score of economy, as well as the comfort and well-being of the men, I 
would recommend that the purchase of iron cots, similar to those used in Her 
Majesty’s Army, be taken into consideration. The cots can, I believe, be purchased at 
a cost of about $5, and are practically indestructible, while the ordinary board and 
trestle arrangement, owing to the price of lumber in this country, costs nearly the 
price of the iron cot in the first instance. The amount saved in repairs would alone 
pay for the cots in a year or two, while the comfort of the men and appearance of 
the barrack rooms would be materially increased. 

There are four stables in occupation here, three of which are log buildings and 
- one frame, similar to the barrack buildings, This latter is an excellent building, and 
designed to secure thorough ventilation in summer and warmth in winter, Only one 
of the log buildings is in any way suitable for stables; but, owing to the imperfect 
drainage, none of the log stables are, in my opinion, healthy. Being built of logs, 
they are low, and cannot be easily ventilated, nor are they warm in winter, 


A wash-room is much required here. At present a portion of each barrack room 
is partioned off for use as a lavatory, but this is inconvenient, and produces a degree 
of dampness in the room that is not agreeable. 

A waggon shed is a necessary addition to the buildings at this Post. There isa 
log building, not otherwise used, which would fulfil all requirements with little 
alterations. 

For the safe-keeping of ammunition, powder, &c., anew magazine is required. The 
one at present in use was built in the winter of 1884 to meet an emergency, and is 
now in want of considerable repair. During the wet weather of last spring and 
early summer it was found necessary to remove all the small-arm ammunition to 
the Quartermaster’s store, an undoubtedly dangerous proceeding. The artillery 
ammunition, being packed in metallic cases and waxed, kept in good order, but this 
only comprised a small portion of our stores. 

The well at this Post furnishes all the water required for the horses, but the 
supply is not sufficient to meet the requirements of the whole Post. In the well- 
house a tank holding thirty barrels is always kept full of water, and thirty more are 
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placed in different positions about the Post. This furnishes a supply of water which 
can be utilized at a moment’s notice in case of fire. By means of the fire engine 
supplied from Ottawa I estimate that the danger of fire is now reduced to aminimum, 

For the first time for some years past all the oats and hay, and nearly all the 
other forage required for our use, has been obtained in the district. 'The oats being 
supplied are of excellent quality, and the hay required for winter has all been stacked 
in good order and condition. 


I forward herewith the annual medical report of this Post, furnished by Assistant- 
Surgeon Aylen. 


T have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HOWH, 


Inspector Commanding. 
The Commissioner, 
North-West Mounted Police, 


Regina. 
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Norra-West Mountep Poiice—Distribution of the Force during Summer of 1888 
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AppenpIxX M—North-West Mounted Police—Distribution of the Force during the 
Summer of 1888—Continued. 
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AppENDIxX M—North-West Mounted Police—Distribution of the Force during the 
Summer of 1888—Concluded. 
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APPENDIX N. 


Norru-West Mountep PoLticre—General Distribution State of the Force on 30th: 
November, 1888. 
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APPENDIX N—North-West Mounted Police—General Distribution State of the Force 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SENIOR SURGEON A. JUKES, 1888. 


Reena, 26th December, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to place in your hands my seventh annual report as 
Senior Surgeon of the North-West Mounted Police for the year terminating 30th 
November, 1888. 

Since my last report was forwarded I have been deprived, with much regret, of 
the invaluable services of my late Staff-Sergeant Richards, who for three years has 
performed in the most competent and satisfactory manner the various duties con- 
nected with the charge and distribution of the medical stores embraced in the drug 
supply department. This excellent non-commissioned officer combined a perfect 
knowledge of his business in all its departments with great steadiness and trust- 
worthiness, added to a patient, painstaking and obliging disposition, and I much 
regret that any circumstance should have induced him to transfer his usefulness and 
allegiance to other employers at the expiration of his short term of three years 
service, on the 9th of last April. 

Much anxiety and inconvenience, with more or less confusion, resulted from being 
compelled for a time to leave these duties in the hands of Acting Hospital Steward 
Sergeant Hoerner, a kindly, capable and conscientious man, who had long been pre- 
paring, under my own supervision, to assume the responsible duties of Hospital 
Steward which he was then actually performing, but who was hardly competent to 
undertake the special service so ably performed by Staff-Sergeant Richards. The 
necessity having however arisen, no other man being provided, he willingly attempted 
and succeeded in accomplishing much of this work in addition to his own, especially 
from 24th April to Ist July, during which period I was absent in Ontario and Quebec, 
medically examining new recruits, and he continued doing the double duty required 
of him to the best of his ability after my return, until the arrival of Staff-Sergeant 
Graydon from Calgary on the 1st of August, 1888." I regret exceedingly 
the loss of this trustworthy man. He left Regina, Ist September 1888, on 
a leave of one month, to attend to important business of a private nature, promis- 
ing me that he would return and complete his term of service; I have since under- 
stood that he purchased his discharge at the expiration of his leave. Some very 
powerful motive or feeling must have influenced him to forego his promise to me. 
I can never forget the inestimable and unwearied services performed by this man in 
the capacity of hospital nurse during the severe and continued outbreak of endemic 
fever which filled to overflowing the hospital at this Post during the autumn of 
1885. Nor ought they to be forgotten. I must ever believe that the absence of any 
casualty during that trying period was largely due to his unwearied and intelligent 
labors as hospital nurse and orderly during that trying period. 

I have much reason to believe that Staff-Sergeant Graydon will prove a 
competent and trustworthy successor to Staff-Sergeant Richards in the medical 
supply store, and during the last four months have twice recommended him for the 
full pay hitherto enjoyed by his predecessor while performing the same duties. He 
is a member of the Pharmaceutical College of Ontario, has spent many years in the 
drug business, and has been performing hospital duties in this force since September, 
1886. 

Judging from the annual sick reports presented to me for examination, and from 
the general knowledge of the sanitary condition of such of the outposts as I was 
enabled to visit during the latter part of October, 1888, it would appear that all forms 
of endemic fever throughout these Territories have been less prevalent and of a much 
milder type than ordinary during the autumn of 1888. This has beendue mainly to 
favorable climatic influences, which have been freely adverted to in my annual 
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report for the year 1886 (the press ofwhich, I regret to observe, was never adequately 
corrected, and is full of inaccuracies, which do not exist in the original), and confirms 
the opinion therein expressed, which future years and more extended information 
and observation will surely tend to strengthen and verify. 

Probably, to no station in the North-West Territories are these remarks more 
directly applicable than to Regina, where an unusually large rainfall has occurred 
throughout the pastsummer accompanied uniformly by very moderate degrees of 
temperature—conditions which, as regards this Post, will, during a careful observ- 
ance of wise sanitation and the maintenance of a high level in the water of the creek 
above the dam, be uniformly productive of the same satisfactory results. 

I have forwarded an annual sick report of the Assistant-Surgeon, as it was 
presented to me. Some difference of opinion may exist respecting the nomenclature 
employed, as indicating perhaps somewhat more serious conditions than,the actual 
circumstances warrant. It must be remembered that three of the cases referred to 
as “typho-malarial fever,” one of which subsequently proved fatal, were transferred 
to the headquarters hospital during November, 1887, from the outpost at Wood 
Mountain, at which point there is strong reason to believe the water used by the 
detachment had been drawn from a polluted source. The aggregate duration of the 
severe cases of this disease recorded by the Assistant-Surgeon on the hospital daily 
record is given by him in the annual sick report appended as 115. The late Constable 
Roth, who came in from Wood Mountain with true typho-malarial fever in November, 
1887, died on the thirtieth day after his admission to the headquarter hospital, which 
number of days deducted from total of 115 days recorded for the whole leaves 
a total of 85 days for the remaining six cases recorded, giving an average duration 
of 144 days for each case, but when the Assistant-Surgeon assures me, in a note 
now before me, that these figures cover the entire period embraced between the 
time when these men first appeared at sick parade until they were “returned to 
duty,’ that is, embraces and covers in each case the entire period of convalescence, 
which, after true typho-malarial fever is unusually protracted, only one conclusion 
remains possible, namely, that the cases referred to were those of simple malarial 
fever. This certainly was my own opinion on the occasions when I visited them, 
and to those familiar with ,the two diseases, the above records must be conclusive in 
support of the opinion expressed by me. 

The two remaining fatalities recorded at the headquarters hospital for the year 
now closed were both of an unavoidable and necessarily fatal character. One of 
these, Constable Dowse, sent down from Calgary, died in hospital at Regina about a 
month after his admission, as the report of the Senior Surgeon of 23rd December, 1887, 
records, of a malignant growth behind the right scapula (revealed by a post-mortem 
examination), commonly know as “soft cancer,” the “ Medullary Sarcoma” of Aber- 
nethy. This disease was from its long obscure nature, its hidden location and deadly 
character, necessarily fatal. Much of this was only ultimately rendered clear by the 
post-mortem examination. 

The third death, that of Constable Peyton, who had comparatively recently 
arrived in the Territories, occurred suddenly and unexpectedly at the hospital where he 
had been under treatment by the Assistant-Surgeon a few days, from the sudden rup- 
ture of an internal abscess, the result of old inflamation, ulceration, and ultimately 
perforaticu of the appendix vermiformis, upon which [I had the honor to report to 
you fuily on the 26th of September, 1888. This man was never seen by me during his 
few days illness, until I was suddenly summoned by the Assistant-Surgeon a few 
moments before his death, when he was quite unconscious. Under these unusual 
circumstances a post-mortem examination was recommended by me with the above 
results. 1 have since heard from his father, that constable Payton, shortly before 
enlisting, in the eastern Provinces, had suffered from a dangerous attack of peritonitis, 
from which he with difficulty recovered, and believing himself to be at length sound 
and fit for service offered himself and was accepted as a recruit for this force and was 
sent up to Regina. I had the honor to forward a full report of this case to you, with 
the result of the post-mortem examination on the 26th September last. 
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The only other casualty occurring in this Force during the year just expired, so 
far as my present information extends, was that of Regl. No. 962, Sergeant 
Alfred Taylor, of “ HE” Division, who was accidentally killed at Calgary by falling 
from the horizontal bar on which he was practising gymnastics, the details of which 
will be found in the report of Assistant Surgeon Paré, hereto appended. 

I have since learned that Regl. No. 1493, Constable Vachon, died at Battleford 
of Desquamative Nephritis under the care of Assistant-Surgeon Aylen, making 
five deaths in all. (For details see Assistant Surgeon Aylen’s report attached.) 
°° In compliance with the instructions contained in Mr. White’s letter to you of 
28th September, viz., that I should visit the various outposts to the westward and 
personally examine the medical supplies at each hospital, and ascertain what drugs 
in excess of probable requirements for the ensuing year might be found thereat, 
taking with me such competent clerkly assistance as might be necessary to perform 
these duties efficiently, and obtaining at the same time a schedule of the drugs 
referred to, and the quantities of each, in excess of probable requirements at each 
hospital examined, so that they might be drawn upon, as required, to supply requi- 
sitions made for deficiencies at other posts, I left Regina on the night of Thursday, 
18th October, alone, no clerk of any kind accompanying me, a promise being made 
by the Commissioner that a telegram should be sent to Macleod directing that Staff- 
Sergeant Mercer (one of my old hospital sergeants, and a competent man) should be 
sent to meet me at Lethbridge. I chose this route, as wintry weather with wind 
and snow had then set in at Regina, and I desired to accomplish, first, that part of 
my journey of inspection which referred to outposts lying off the line of the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway, my condition rendering it advisable that I should avoid unne- 
cessary exposure. Staff-Sergeant Mercer did not meet me on my arrival at Lethbridge, 
on the evening of Saturday, 20th October, no telegram, as I afterwards learned, hav- 
ing been sent to that effect, and having ascertained this by telegraphing to Macleod 
during Sunday I proceeded thither with a Police waggon on the following day. On 
arriving at Macleod a careful examination was made of the medical supplies, the 
stock on hand was inspected, and such drugs as appeared to be in excess of probable 
requirements for the coming year were set aside and tabulated. The whole stock on 
hand was inspected and checked in the usual manner, by the last monthly return on 
“Form 85,’and a list of all medicines that could be spared for service at other posts, 
if required, was directed to be prepared and forwarded to my address at Regina. I 
subsequently received a note from Dr. Powell, saying that these quantities being 
small, and the Post a large one, with no supplies on the way, he did not deem it 
advisable to dispense with them as they were liable to be required. The same duty 
was, during the course of the next ten days, performed successively at Lethbridge, 
Calgary and Maple Creek, the small! stock at Medicine Hat being also examined ; 
and returning, I reached the headquarters Post early on the 2nd of November. At 
Appendix “A” of this report (not printed) a list of the drugs found in excess at each 
outpost visited is shown; some others, in small quantities, might possibly have been 
added, but it was considered best to err on the safe side, and run no risk of crippling 
the efficiency of the medical supply. 

It would perhaps be better, in case of necessity, to have these surplus drugs 
returned into the medical supply store at Regina and re-issued. on 

The new barracks at Lethbridge have been erected since my last visit to that 
Post. The position of the new station has been wisely selected, and should, ifordinary 
cleanliness is observed, be a highly salubrious one. I remember going over this 
ground some years ago, and pointing out this spot to those who accompanied me as a 
magnificent site for any Police buildings hereafter to be erected. | No Police hospital 
has yet been built here, but comfortable and, for the present, adequate hospital 
accommodation is afforded by the lease of a part of the building used for that purpose 
by the Galt Mining Company. The health of the division stationed here was 
satisfactory. The same may be said of Fort Macleod hospital, under the efficient 
management of Assistant-Surgeon Powell. ; 

When at Calgary I examined, with Assistant-Surgeon Paré, the new hospital 
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building in course of erection, or rather completion, which promised to afford ample 
accommodation and many comforts for the sick, which the old log building hitherto 
used as a hospital was incapable of providing. The health of the men appeared to 
be excellent, few, if any, cases of endemic fever having been reported. 

Very few men were found in barracks at Medicine Hat, the greater number 
being absent on scouting, patrolling or detachment duty, in the neighborhood of the 
Cypress Hills. The supply of medical stores at this outpost, though small, appears 
to be amply sufficient, and L learn from Acting Assistant-Surgeon Oliver, the civil prac- 
titioner in charge, that the health of the men has been satisfactory. 

At Maple Creek, which I next visited, for the purpose it was my special object» 
to investigate, I found during my short visit two cases of malarial fever in hospital. 
These were two of the “ten cases” referred to in Staff-Sergeant Tulloch’s annual 
Report of that Post, herewith forwarded. These two cases I treated personally during 
the few days I remained there, leaving such instructions as I then considered 
necessary. 

The altered atmospheric conditions prevailing during the year now closed suffi- 
ciently account for the greatly increased number of cases of endemic fever occurring at 
this Post, against only one in 1886, during a season so prolific of malarial affec- 
tions of a very severe nature at Battleford, at which Post, during 1888, it has been 
almost unknown. ‘These records confirm in the strongest manner the opinions 
expressed by me to that effect in my annual report for 1886,* on the conditions 
governing the outbreak and severity of thisendemic malarial fever, commonly known 
as “mountain fever” throughout the North-West Territories, the true nature and 
cause of which were first publicly elucidated in the report referred to, in which I 
have given expression to conclusions reached after thirty-five years’ experience and 
observation of malarial affections, under their ever-varying forms in extensive regions 
where this noxious influence more especially abounds. However little attention 
may be accorded by my contemporaries to the opinions so often and definitely 
expressed, the time must inevitably come when their truth will be universally 
recognized by every-one capable of ordinary observation and reflection. 

I entirely concur in Staff-Sergeant Tulloch’s report of the -condition of the 
hospital at this Post, which was brought prominently to your notice in my annual 
report for 1886 ( at page 81). I can but recall your attention to the recommenda- 
tions therein made, and again to urge their adoption. 

With reference to the largely increased expenditure for the medical supplies 
referred to by the Comptroller in his letter to you of 28th September, I have the honor 
to refer you and the Comptroller to my report addressed to you of 19th November, 
1888, in which I have suggested the adoption of certain measures which will tend 
to check very materially the expenditure of medical stores. 

A list ofthe reports and documents herewith forwarded will be found on the 
following page. 

The following reports are herewith forwarded : 

Dr. Aylen’s report, “C” Divison, 
Dr. Paré’s report, ““E” Division. 
Dr Dodd’s report, ‘“ Depot” Division. 
Dr. Powell’s report, ““D” Division. 
Dr. Bain’s report, “F” Division. 
Dr. Tulloch’s report, ‘““G” Division. 
Dr. Kennedy’s report, “ H” Division. 
Dr. Haultain’s report, “B” Division. 
Staff-Sergeant Tulloch’s report, “ A” Division. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant. 
The Commissioner North-West Mounted Police, A. JUKES, M.D. 
Regina. Senior Surgeon. 


a a oe ee Pe 


* Note.—Q. V. under ‘‘ Maple Creek ” pages 81 and 82 of the Commissioner’s Report for 1886. 
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ACE PND Exe, 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT SURGEON P. AYLEN, 1888, 


Norrs-West Mountep Potics, 
BaTTLEForRD, 4th December, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to present you with my annual report for the year 
ending the 30th of November, 1888. 

In reviewing the monthly sick reports I find very little of importance occurred 
during the year, the majority of cases being simple ailments, such as coughs, colds, 
constipation, biliousness. 

I had the misfortune to record one death during the year, this being Regl. 
No. 1493, Constable Vachon, who died from Desquamative Nephritis. He was ailing 
for some eighteen months or more, and first came under the late Assistant-Surgéon 
Miller’s notice, suffering from a sunstroke and also dimness of vision. When I took 
charge of this Post he was confined to hospital suffering from Chorea. On the 22nd 
of June, the Chorea had completely disappeared, and was replaced by Desquamative 
Nephritis, which he died from on the 11th of August. 

It became my duty, on the 22nd of February, to recommend Regl. No. 1617, 
Constable McGaun, to be invalided. 

I also recommended Reg!. No. 1891, Sergeant Wallace, to be sent to Banff 
Springs, as he suffered severely from rheumatism and sciatica, although he was not 
exposed to cold or wet weather. The Commissioner could not entertain my views, 
but later on granted him two months’ sick leave of absence. I am happy to say, from 
the last I heard of him, he had completely recovered. 

There were 339 cases treated in this hospital during the year, against 452 last 
year, showing a decrease of 113 cases. 

This summer the hospital was clap-boarded and painted, which makes a great 
improvement in its general appearance. A very nice porch has been erected at the 
main entrance, and when the verandah is built, which I believe is to be done next 
summer, Battleford will have as good an hospital, if not the finest, in the force. 

The sanitary condition of the barracks has been excellent. Precaution was 
taken to keep the latrines well disinfected, and also the old stables and outhouses, 
and although typhoid fever broke out among the horses not a single case appeared 
among the men. 

I take the liberty to call your attention to the fact that we have no wash-house, 
which I believe is absolutely necessary. At present, when a man wishes to bath 
himself, he has to take it behind a partition or screen in a gorner of a barrack-room, 
which is not only an annoyance to the men but is injurious to their health, as the 
room is kept damp. 

I beg to recommend that a case-book be furnished to this hospital, the same as 
that used in the Montreal General Hospital, when the history, treatment and tempera- 
ture chart can be kept together. If this book was furnished it would give full 
particulars, in a glance, of the character and course of the disease and treatment. At 
present I have only a record which gives the disease and duration. 

I was exceedingly sorry to find that the invalid chairs I asked for in my 
estimates for 1888 had been struck off. I believe a few of these chairs are absolutely 
necessary for each hospital, and should be furnished without delay. 

I beg to recommend that the marsh, about 800 yards north of the 
barracks, be drained. In the spring this swamp is completely covered with water, 
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and as soon as the dry weather comes the water dries up and leaves decaying vege- 
table matter, which gives rise to miasma or malaria. I believe this swamp is the 
cause of so much typho-mal-arial fever at this Post. This year was such a wet season 
that the whole swamp was covered all the summer, and the consequence was that we 
had no fever. We are certain to have an epidemic of malarial fever if next summer 
is a dry one. 

On the 22nd of September I received instructions to take medical charge of the 
Industrial School. The children were then suffering from a skin disease, known 
as “Hezema,”’ which has completely disappeared. At present the children are in 
excellent health. I may here state that great credit is due to the Principal and 
Matron for the manner in which the school is conducted. The Assistant Principal 
and Governess spare no pains in teaching the children, whoare progressing very 
rapidly, and would do credit to any school. The large boys turn out very good 
work from the carpenter and blacksmith shops. 

On the 25th of September I received orders to attend the Indian reserves of the 
Battleford District. I visited the Reserves about once a month, in company with the 
Agent. The general health of the Indians is very good; but, of course, there area 
good many old chronic cases of Syphilis and Phthisis on each reserve. 

I enclose you an appendix of the diseases treated in this hospital during the 
year ending 30th November, 1888; also estimates for this hospital for the year 
ending 30th November, 1889. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
P, AYLEN, M.D., 
Assistant-Surgeon. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


Disrasess treated in the Battleford Hospital during the Year ended the 30th 
November, 1888. 


Se SSS 


Diseases. Surgeon’s Remarks. 


| Number of 
Cases. 
Average 
Duration. 


——— 
a ec SD RES 


Constitutional. 
General debility........0......0ssccsrrsscserseoees 1 44 |Invalided. 
Bilious fever.......0.scessevse seesescorcecees cosesenss 2 253 |Recovered; returned to duty. 
Rheumatism.......... Riisescrscenteereiecters sscteneet 23 249 do do 
Local Diseases—Nervous System. 
WE Phalal Gia teccerce-ccncnscccies=eveveuverasseeslcecens 18 14 [Recovered; returned to duty.. 
Choreatisrccscsce 1 70 do do 
IDABYOTTTITU Ks cosocsacemcnddecacanseonboodan aaancnkes 1 ut do do 
MUMIA LON ccresesrccnesecenaesesasstsssjetecsjcceseons 9 i do do 
INGULBU PT ascssenctss..s sesececcecueiccorsuceseensiat ys 6 1} do do 
WGONTONGI Ate rss.cceccesseescchecessonstieverwecssocess 10 1 do do 
SCIALICAMeerereenienn: si wectssneciaseersensiceeccy serch 1 100 On sick leave at Banff Springs. 
SAM eescrectenetssenesosecconccssteccreeresereccetes i 3 |Civilian. 
Respiratory System. 
WatOLUhy, snstcisares ssececusecssccccccnnes teanececees be 3 1 jRecovered ; returned to duty. 
Couchkandgcoldstecerecstrarccesettenssdvaccas 52 149 do do 
Pel GULISWancrescostiece ocandeaceeossOcestrersttincsesssns 1 8 do do 
OLED CHT ORS crecesecieccovesnuiccteccesccetcse es stesees 14 1 
LOMSINMGIS sceranst tec geseeeccanercones soteeenicc cesses 5 24 do do 
LEONE ch oe efi 2 son cu aA ERCB ROC OCeT aS POCEGRDY PE 8 of do do 
Digestive System. 
BIN OUSH OSS peeeceec etn ccocseeaarscesisnssccsecaresess 4s 15 1 Recovered; returned to duty. 
COnsStipPatlOUl-cssjsssadsecssssasaeenereest Aeeeirte 18 1 dd do 
TDTE O26, cescaacod eocode sgocd0 snedde OA oaaCGenE GSoC 20 1 do do 
DV SPEPSlaieaenteniererecae teas acestesosonieccersstelcarees 3 3 do do 
EL DeTMOLNNO] As meescey eseacecerterassrsesuey ceases 3 12 do do 
TRA GTTY- SF HOY figs don cogs a cncouca no OGuDSLACOBUaBNOHAnGON 1 1 do do 
(CHOI onncaraknoécronnteocongccodsacdeorenénouanosanacoas 1 1 do do 
Cutaneous System. 
UG CULUS ier eeecicustniescoevess/:cenaveccereecseneses 1 6 {Still under treatment. 
ONAL Ue ce ssattersascresncwsatiesesncsccssunee sce sscees 3 14 |Recovered; returned to duty. 
BSE DOR ETO he ieiis onsets gate cobvastacadeed\vecvrvesencvane 3 1 do do 
SOR TL Ec odacrnteacosnecocasocds consocomnenesesa0000 1 5 do do 
Genito-Urinary System. 
HSALIAUIULS en caseresectrcaceesen-eereetaccereseccausncess 3 23 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
SUSIECLUL Oe setreveavinsdemiicassnriccessescecoscocinrerees* 1 13 do do 
MUNI MULL Avy ereyats vec vis dotenisnssscnecsssssecon(aceveses 2 2 _ do do 
Desquamative nephritis.........0..seeeseesseees 1 92 |Died the 11th August, 7 p.m. 
Paraphymosis...........60++ Gabo CE NSSnOSEAARSAu CHIE. 1 2  |Recovered; returned to duty. 
“ CRIbL AE vaecee concodhee Gonoconcunprccn Gig ai qaconnircos 1 1 do do 
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N.W. Mounted Potice—Diseases treated in the Battleford Hospital, &.—Con. 


oa g 
eG ace 
Hm bots 
Diseases. 5% = 5 Surgeon’s Remarks. 
gS = 
Z < 
Surgery. 
MAI ONIEIS stracn: evesseshececeesecceesesecnecestiocccerees 10 11,4 |One still under treatment. 
Dislocatedwristywrecccocessstusycteaisecstess? 1 7  |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
Hracturedsclawicles.cacscocarstccacsseeecessersces 2 32 do do 
HORNA ire: tase cocesesecsssepsccesmer acces ccusehas cas 2 17 do do 
MIM OM CUTOORY sereroscemmecsinresacedeccenaceteaeets 56 222 do do 
Abscess in ear.... 2 1 do do 
Sprained ankle........ ee 1 7  |Still under treatment. 
WiraiMC Ge DACKG ansecdsssserrssesncrieeserreets steer 1 3  |Recovered; returned to duty. 
Circulatory System 
PAU COLIN inceawesselcagieasecscctia, cotesceereaysrssfereratete 1 1 |Recovered; returned to duty. 
Special Service. 
Conjunctivitismycncsses-<.cccsccstsesdeseteatacses 7 1 |Recovered; returned to duty. 
Horeigm body iniGyer.csscsseserecnssecrccceus sees 1 2 do do 
Opiithalmiateresesteccsahester secre cave tecresre 2 34 do do 
SSI) Zonder don acto onpon re Hoo cinaccoscoodiane Aockuionnadbabons 1 2 do do 


P. AYLEN, M.D,, 
Assistant-Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX Q. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT-SURGEON L. A. PARE, 1888, 


Norru-West Movuntep Poticz, 
CaL@ary, 12th December, 1888. 


Str,—I have the honor to tender you my annual report for the year ending 
30th November, 1888. 

The health of the men at this post has been generally good. The monthly and 
annual sick reports show a little decrease in the number of cases for this year com- 
pared with that of last year. . 

It is my painful duty to record the accidental death of Regl. No. 962, 
Sergeant Alfred Taylor, who, while practising on a horizontal bar, slipped his hold 
and fell to the ground (a distance of 7 feet) lighting on the back of his head and 
flexing it forward on his chest with great force. He was lying unconscious when 
discovered, and Dr. Lafferty, a surgeon of high standing, who was attending to the 
force in my place during my absence was at once sent for. On examina- 
tion Dr. Lafferty discovered that Sergeant Taylor was paralyzed from the nipple line 
down. AsI have already had the honor to address you two lengthy and detailed 
special reports on the case, I will refrain from entering again on particulars to which 
I have already drawn your attention. But I feel | must here acknowledge the 
untiring efforts of Dr. Lafferty, who, during the first days after the accident, called 
three or four times a day, and who, even after my return, was kind enough to see 
the patient with me several times until his death. 

There were also two cases of fever, which did not prove of a very serious char- 
acter, as the average duration was only eighteen days. They were of the typho- 
Chetan type, as the oceurrence of the well-marked remissions distinctly proved them 
to be. 

We had also a case of scarlatina. The man had come in contact with a family 
of immigrants, two members of which were suffering from the disease. Though the 
first symptoms seemed to indicate a severe case, it proved to be a mild one. The 
pyrexia was intense; the fauces, pharynx, soft palate and tonsils had the vivid red 
«characteristic color; the mucous membrane was swollen; the tonsils were enlarged, 
and swallowing painful. The eruption first appeared on head and neck, and then on 

_ body, to which it was confined. It was characteristic. The general symptoms were at 
first well pronounced, as I have already remarked—great general malaise, intense 
pyrexia, great nervous disturbance and Peat but the intensity of the symptons 
gradually subsided, and in twenty-five days patient was well again, and returned to 
full duty. Measures of isolation and disinfection were adopted from the first. ‘Sheets 

saturated with disinfectants were suspended across the doors and disinfecting lotions 
sprinkled over other parts of the hospital. 

| A severe case of acute rheumatism is still under treatment, but I consider the 

| ott is now convalescent and reeruiting fast. Symptoms of endo-pericarditis have 
een quite marked since the second week. This patient does not belong to this 
division, having come from “D” Division. ; 

Several cases from other divisions help greatly to swell the sick report of this 

year. 

I am happy to state that the new barracks will soon be completed. The sanitary 
arrangements seem to be very good. The state of the old barracks, apart from being 
overcrowded, was such as to justify the fear of an outbreak of typhoid fever at 
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any time; the broken, decayed condition of the floors, almost resting on the soil, and 
having large cracks, through which quantities of water would run, alone constituted 
a permanent danger. Antiseptic solutions were weekly distributed around the bar- 
racks to counteract this condition, and to destroy all germs and fermentation. A 
good many of the coughs and colds are to be attributed to the state of the old bar- 
racks, to their overcrowding and bad ventilation; though the number of such cases. 
this year compare very favorably with that of last year, as we have only 45 cases 
with 94 days, as against 72 cases with 108 days for the year ending 1887. 


There is now every reason to hope that the hospital will be completed early 
next spring. The impossibility of plastering at present, I understand, is the only 
cause of delay. It is situated on the best available site on the Police grounds, a high 
dry knoll of porous self-draining soil. Had I known the hospital would not have been 
completed this fall I would, on my first inspection of the plan, have suggested several 
changes which I considered desirable, but was deterred from doing so by the opinion 
expressed by the Clerk of Public Works, that if I was anxious to have it finished early 
this winter it would be impossible to carry out my suggestions, as the revised plans 
would have to be forwarded to Ottawa and sanctioned before changes could be made. 


Feeling the necessity of having it completed as soon as possible, on account of 
the condition of the old hospital, I only urged such minor changes as I considered 
imperative, and which would not delay the work, viz.:—the moving of the closets 
from the end of one of the wards to the body of the main building, and changing them 
from pit to dry-earth closets, and providing for a free circulation of air under the build- 
ings, which the plan rendered impossible. The best authorities consider a free circula- 
tion of air under hospital buildings, even out of towns, in the most desirable locations, 
impervious floors, &c., asanitary necessity, and even then require the whole basement 
built on arches. While our specification laid down that, “ After the ground floor joist- 
ings had been laid the foundations were to be filled in with earth to the level of 
under side floor board, extendiug inwards to adistance of 4 feet from outside walls, 
(This, I understand, was in view of the supposed extreme severity of this northern 
region of ours). I suggested that wooden tubes should be placed opposite one 
another through the above-mentioned filling, so as to secure some circulation of air 
and allow us to ventilate when desirable. I hope this simple arrangements will 
have the desired effect, as these tubes can be closed and stuffed during the cold winter 
days and opened in warm weather. The tubes are provided with metallic netting, to 
prevent any animal or vegetable nuisance entering them when left open. As the 
ground is unobjectionable, being completely free from moisture and not exposed to 
receive any drainage from higher ground, and the floors will, according to specification, 
be as good as can be desired, the tubes, under these circumstances, I feel satisfied, will 
be sufficient to keep the hospital free from any moisture and whatever unwholesomé 
products of organic decomposition of the soil under the building. 


The wards, taken on a whole, embody the best principles on hospital construction 
that I know of. They are two one-storey pavilions thrown on each side of a main 
building. This pavilion arrangement of wards is considered the most desirable, 
affording the best facilities for-ventilation and light. The windows are, as required 
by authorities on the subject, opposite one another, but the window space does not 
represent the proportion to wall space it should. The distribution of the windows, 
in my opinion, is also to be regretted, as it leaves room only for four beds in each 
ward, while if properly placed there is room for six beds, if windows were arranged 
differently. To place six beds according to sanitary directions the windows would 
have to be changed. But I must say that in my experience not more than five 
patients at a time have been in hospital. In case more beds would be required I 
would advise the changing of the windows, for the following reasons: It is not 
considered healthy to have a bed placed against an outside wall or under a window, 
and as the windows are now distributed the space between window and outside wall 
is 3 feet 6 inches. Our hospital bed being almost that width, it would not do to place 
one there, for the reason above mentioned. Then comes the window. No bed should 
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go under it. Then comes a space of 9 feet, that between the two windows, in which 
it would not do to place more than one bed, as the space that would be left between 
the two beds is not considered sufficient. Next to this last wall space is the other 
window. ‘The space from last-mentioned window to wall is 4 feet 6 inches, more than 
sufficient for a bed. As this wallis not an outside one, and will always be heated, the 
bed could be placed quite close to it. Both sides of the wards being exactly alike, 
strictly speaking, four patients only can be accommodated in each. What I would 
suggest, and which could be carried out at comparatively slight extra expense, is the 
following alterations in the position and size of windows: That all windows be made 
4 feet wide and to proportionate height, instead of 3 feet by 7 feet; that the windows 
nearest hall be placed, say 3 feet 10 inches or even 4 feet, and those next to outer 
walls be placed 5 feet therefrom. This arrangement would give a wall space between 
the windows and outer walls and also between the windows themselves, in which a 
bed could be placed, thus allowing us six beds in each ward, with ample space, &c. 
It would give over 1,000 cubic feet of air-breathing space to each man and a super- 
ficial area of 83°3 feet; also a window for each bed. I am convinced these slight 
alterations will prove to be a real economy, as from my past experience one ward 
would then more than likely meet our wants. The windows enlarged, as recom- 
mended, would still be within the limits required, but I think would be quite sufficient 
for this hospital, and should not be made any smaller than suggested here. Too great 
importance cannot be attached to the beneficial influence of light. All writers agree 
in saying a hospital should be flooded with light, ‘“ the life-giving element,” so conducive 
to cheerfulness, ‘the life blood of nature,” &c., as they all agree to call it. One of 
the greatest authorities on this question says: “There cannot be too much light;” 
and wherever this fact has been overlooked in the construction of barracks and 
hospitals it has proved very detrimental to health directly, as well as by retarding 
convalescence. An occulist might object to light coming into the room from more 
than two sides, but that can easily be remedied. As remarked by the same writer, 
“ Window blinds can always moderate the light of a well lighted ward.” We can 
generate warmth, but we cannot generate day light, nor the purifying and curative 
effects of the sun’s rays. 

Now, as to proper ventilation: I have given the subject very careful attention and 
am fully alive to its importance. Statistics of military hospitals will prove how 
necessary it is to have a constant circulation of pure air. Many instances are 
recorded where the death rate has been greatly reduced merely by the adoption of an 
improved system of ventilation. Ihave been greatly impressed by the words of 
warning of Miss Nightingale, that eminent authority on sanitary construction and 
conditions of barracks and hospitals, viz.: “It should never be forgotten for a 
moment that on the purity of the air of a ward depends, in a great measure, the 


duration of the disease and the recovery or death of the sick; and when we consider 


that a man cannot forego the supply of air as many minutes as he can forego food 
for days is it a subject for wonder that pure air should be the main factor in main- 
taining health and assisting recovery from disease.” While ample cubic space is 
necessary, provision must also be made for the constant removal of the exhalations 
from the lungs, i.e., foul air, &. ‘No kind of impurity of airis more injurious to 
health than what is exhaled by the lungs.” 

Mr. Peters, the Government Inspector of Public Works, has promised me an 
improved and very efficient means to carry off this impure air. A fresh supply of pure 
air for each individual becomes necessary, and it has been clearly established that 
this supply must be renewed three times each hour; that 3,000 feet, some say 4,000 feet 
of fresh air ought to be supplied per head per hour. This is very easy in summer, 
when the supply is unlimited, the renewal being constant ; but in winter the difficulty 
is to have pure air properly warmed, and to admit it without too much lowering of 
temperature many schemes have been devised, one of which I here submit and highly 
approve of. It was first brought before the State Board of Health for Michigan, and 


- later on illustrated by Dr. Cassidy at a sanitary convention held in St. Thomas. 
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The fresh air is obtained by a 4 inch stove-pipe, a at the bottom, taking the 
air from an opening in the floor communicating with the outside, as represented above 
—the pure, natural air from without, which everybody knows is better oxygenated and 
contains more ozone, and is thus heated in contact with the stove, and is supplied 
warmed, without creating any draught. This system is really admirable in its 
simplicity and efficiency. The pipe could be provided with a key, and the supply of 
air shut out or admitted at pleasure. Thus a thorough ventilation is secured, with 
doors and windows closed. 

In writing these long and tedious details I felt I was exceeding the limit allotted 
to an annual report, but all my explanations appeared to me to be necessary to the 
perfect understanding of my suggestions and to meet possible objections to them. I 
did not foresee the length of these remarks when IJ began to write, and have not 
time to condense them, as my report must be handed in to-night. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
L. A. PARE, M.D., 
Assistant-Surgeon. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


ANNUAL Sick Report for “ E” Division, Calgary. 


Diseases. 


Number of 
Cases. 


PRD SCESSKO LBS Ullloscencscestesrenereciasceas 
AIG ONGIG ELUM OLaeccsetsecerscroe tes seas 
Adhesions peritonial..............000 
Angina pectoris 
Bal anitistncaccccttess yereuseccsenseaces 
Bruised le 
Bruise (kick from horse)............. 
IBTUISE Ut OObyreratcccctscete teen asc sioasecs 
Bubor(SyMpletic)inqsestes te.cossseees 
PBINTOUSNESSitrecc-.s.iel.ccnsscesrtesenseeoee 
Olds An AMCOWS LS asecetersssccecons 
HU ONFUNCHLVUISireccussrcersasensssceestes 
Wonstipationsessdec-ccswtescececreteeeet 
Cutting wisdom tooth.............66 
@ontracted, freenum :.......06+<es0s0< 
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WoliCeresreceeWersesresiecssecestscrct cree: 
Wephelalagianncecsssessccstssecrssses 
BIA Vr esos vacates seeeis tance snne opeene 
Wigtrhcedeeecccsscacescanicnsccscs acres 
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Epididymitis 
SHOP LION OMNI prcnecesecer'ssseesnieseseess 
HE OZEM COCB!.. cs eeencesei--oneessslsescneees 


HMIOVOL (SCATIATING)<..c0s..sccorersecesse 
Functional disturbance............40 
Gastric disturbance.............c.s000 
LES OLCNOLGS aroscreceslosssessenaserncss 
Ingrowing toe nail..........0. ceccrseee 
Injury to spinal cord 
MOTUS Shavces esac ceseeneccenscstecdotest 


bo 


= 
5 
o 
© 
ij) 
° 
NNNONE ON ON NON BK OH WOR RDN HE NH DH PE OH NY NEE ON NODWHE HH He Hwee 


MO MLONAl Piasassteeeta-tenceeestens usscorees 
MO Glitiseaccr-cocssressise cetcecesth socuue secs 


iPosteneasal (Catarrhicss.ccscrcssasscooss 
ALOU G sctrececetsscucesstiacstasseenceces 
RAVAN OBIS ats veravccsonsiscecereencccoeces< 
BUHOtMIA LISI csesniereress siteceseees eases 
BSA OWMGIS ci siconsavasssecsesoceesrsscsceos: 
ES PELMA LOTT ODA ar as+cnesicecscceeseesess 
RS OLOMLHTOM Ge aisaetaceees savesenvedeessesek 
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Sennen ee meee ee eanees secseanes 


Number of 
Days. 


_ od 
DOr ONNMONE DE DW OD 


Average 
Duration. 


he 


Remarks. 


Recovered ; returned to duty. 
do do (force. 


Result of horse kick recd. before joining 
Recovered ; returned to duty. 

Operated returned to duty. 

Recovered ; returned to duty. 


do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 


do ) 
1 died ; 1 (civilian) still under treatment, 
Recovered ; returned to duty 


do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 


Operated ; recovered ; returned to duty. 
Recovered; returned to duty 


do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
Still under treatment. 
Recovered ; returned to duty. 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
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N. W. Mountep Potice—Annual Sick Report for “E” Division, Calgary—Con. 


al ol . 
° ’ ° g 
32 2 © 
Diseases. a3 | S 28 Remarks. 
=e) 5A 3 3 
Zi Zz ae 
Cal pmwOUNd escccessaacestrecclyseess ace 1 5 5 |Recovered; returned to duty. 
Tuberculosis..........0- ++ Sees 1 14 14 do do do 
ANTE OT 8 cacaonccatuncostnncdnoacce ans ocononKKic 1 1 1 do do do 
Wettig Om remaie: cectestececsncetsteseesepcs 2 7 34 do do do 
Wound, incised leg.............ssse0e. I 4 4 do do do 
do COME WillSUrcecssscenceseer= 1 11 11 do do do 
do do instep............... 1 2 2 do do do 
GCOMCEMIf errs <ccseoictaericcstosces 4 14 34 do do do 
| : 
L. A. PARE, 


Assistant-Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX R. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT SURGEON H. DODD, 1888. 


Reaina, 8th December, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to submit to you my second annual report, covering 
the period between Ist December, 1887, and the present date. 

The opinion expressed in my last report, concerning the necessity of ven- 
tilating the barrack rooms and the hospital, I respecfully request to be allowed to 
reiterate. 

In the earlier part of the present year my duties were rendered rather onerous, 
owing to my not having quartersin the barracks. This obliged me to live in town, 
two miles and a-half distant from my work. For about six months, during much 
severe weather, it was necessary for me daily to drive this distance in the early morning, 
so as to take the sick parade at 8:30 a.m., but fortunately, in spite ofsevere storms and 
other drawbacks, I was able to avoid missing that duty on any single occasion. 

About midsummer, through the kind action of yourself, the comfortable quarters 
which I now occupy in the proximity of the hospital were given to me, and my work 
was rendered much more easy and pleasant. 

The health of the men under my charge at headquarters has been markedly 
better than during the previous year. The sick parades have largely diminished, 
and so great a change of health occurred that with the same or perhaps a larger 
number of men in barracks, the average number on sick parade has been about only 
one-half the number that formerly reported itself. In fact, for three days during the 
month of September there were neither men on sick parade nor in hospital. 

Through the absence of Senior Surgeon Jukes at Ottawa, in May and June last, 
medical charge of headquarters devolved upon myself. Examination of a number 
of recruits during this period showed that a very judicious selection of men was being 
made, and it is a proof of good recruiting arrangements and matter of congratulation 
that so much excellent material should be added to the force. 

A better water for general use in the hospital than that of the creek, which is 
now used, might easily be obtained by placing troughs around the eaves of the 
building and conveying the rain that falls on its extensive roof to a cistern conve- 
niently placed. This arrangement would, no doubt, also prevent that injury to the 
foundation of the building that I fancy is likely to be, consequent upon the heavy 
drippings that now fall from the roof. 

The economy of the hospital has lately been much improved, by the members of 
of its staff being more regularly engaged than formerly. This fact is mentioned, as 
it is all-important that the services of experienced persons should be engaged in 
attendance on the sick, and that the men so engaged should be known to the medical 
officer in charge and enjoy his confidence, whether employed in dispensing, nursing 
or cooking. It is my hope that the men who are found to be useful and reliable in 
these offices may be left to discharge them permanently. Constable West, the present 
Hospital Steward, is a most valuable assistant to me, andI beg to be permitted to 
express the desire I feel that his usefulness will be recognized by yourself, especially 
as, if given the usual stripes, he would have more control over those that are from 
time to time placed under him. 

It has been part of my duty to visit the guard room, in which a number of 
prisoners have been confined, pending completion of the territorial gaol. I cannot 
speak too highly of the order, discipline and cleanliness observed therein. The 
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health of prisoners confined has been good, and it is to the considerate manner in 
which they have been treated, the regularity observed in their management, the per- 
fect state of the guard room, that this is to be attributed. The food with which they 
are served is ample and well cooked, and their comfort is secured in respect to 
quarters, sleeping accommodation, &c. 

In connection with the appended requisition for hospital supplies, I would state 
that the stock of drugs on hand seems to me hardly to require to be added to for next 
year’s use. The supply of some few descriptions of drugs may become exhausted, 
but these will be of a nature that can be replenished from the supply store. This 
remark refers to drugs only, not to other supplies and comforts. A good microscope 
for the hospital is much needed, and I deem it to be of paramount importance that 
one should be supplied, but none other than a good, powerful instrument will be of 
value. 

I beg now to draw your attention to a few cases which came under my special 
care during the past year, a few particulars of which I consider necessary to place 
before your notice. 

On 30th December, 1887, Reg]. No. 1587, Constable Gerow, was admitted into 
hospital under my care, having been sent from Prince Albert. He was suffering from 
necrosis of the tibia, caused by a kick from a horse at an earlier date. I operated 
upon him on 20th January and removed the diseased bone, eventually returning 
him to duty on 5th April, no renewal of the disease having occurred up to this date. 

On 6th February Reg]. No. 349, Sergeant Jones, was admitted into hospital under 
my care, having suffered for a considerable number of months from fistula in ano, 
I decided that operative treatment was necessary, which treatment I carried out on 
10th February. I have no hesitation in saying that the operation was entirely suc- 
cessful, and I returned him to duty, cured, on 17th February. 

On 22nd March Regl. No. 2054, Constable Wilson, was admitted into hospital 
under my care, having fallen whilst on guard and fractured the lower third of his 
left humerus. Much to my satisfaction, I was able to return him to duty on 14th 
May, with perfect use of his arm and no deformity whatsoever. 

On 2nd April Reg]. No. 1694, Constable Brown, was admitted into hospital, being 
desirous of having a large ncevus on his shoulder removed. I operated successfully, 
and returned him to duty on 27th April. 

On 22nd April a civilian named Christoff was admitted, by your order, suffering 
from a gunshot wound. The charge had entered the upper surface of the foot and 
penetrated through to the sole, fracturing the second and third metatarsal bones. I 
removed the shot and portion of cloth and brass tag of the boot, which had been 
carried in with the charge, and with the necessary treatment discharged him cured, 
with little deformity, on 12th June. 

On 29th April Regl. No. 1103, Sergeant Brooke, was admitted into hopital, 
suffering from a diseased toe, due to a severe frost bite. I amputated it, and returned 
him to duty on 14th May. 

On 8th June Regl. No. 2159, Constable Stone, was admitted into hospital, 
suffering from a badly bruised leg, having sustained the injury some weeks before 
whilst crossing Lake Superior on bis journey up here. I returned him to duty on 
23rd August. 


On 10th October he was again under my care, having been thrown from a horse 
and sustained sub-acromial dislocation of his left shoulder, together with fracture of 
the acromion process. He is still under treatment, doing well. 

On September 20th Reg]. No. 2178, Constable Peyton, was admitted into hospital 
under my care, suffering from an old abscess in the region of the ileo-ceecal valve. 
He was on duty to within two days of his death. Autopsy showed extensive disease, 
ey of long standing, and I wonder that he was able to do duty up to so late 
a date. 


In conclusion, I would beg you to permit me to record my sense of the uniform 
courtesy extended to me by yourself, and of the great consideration you have shown 
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to such of the force as have, through illness or accident, come under my special 
charge. That sense has been my support under some of those trying circumstances 
which are incident to all official service, and the consideration which you have 
extended to the sick has been no small factor in their cure. _ 

Most respectfully submitting the foregoing report, together with the annual 
requisition and sick report, 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
HENRY DODD, M.R.CS.L., &:, 
Assistant-Surgeon. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 


Regina. 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
ANnnvuAL Sick Report for the year ending 30th November, 1888. 


Diseases. 


Medical Cases. 


BrOMCHULIS peccenceascreccessteretecssieesest 
(Constipa tlOUssccleccceeAeereaarsese ers 
WC ONGWUC HVITIS tse ncteescceeescesasleccees 
Colds ands cows hstrc.. se-c-es-ceses 
LOGY See. ccaacoreer rane CLE Create 
Weebilitycer-c.oses, cance. Sse eo ecosectece 
DiarrhOeaeccwecscesesescconsjeccennsaectoces 
I Dy 7SKSt 88) fencocgcecponcoctbnen ncobcondn. oped 
Diy SPOPSia avareesssle- evvess es eseeresteseees 
Liver Complaint....-.c..c-ccsenesseres 
Hiffectslofdrinke..-ccecsseccsrepasecetens 
HiffeCtS OLS rssessccecesesesssscoesenet 
Fever (Typho Malarial).............. 
Fever (Malarial) .............0seaceoees 
Gumbo Staraccsnensnoesscsceescncehe eae 


ELGE TOP UYSIS eae-cctecesesosteceneseeriesea=s 
esd acheanccsetocssccececerevocenre sat 
GUI DAY Orsececcecedses ssese ieuntasasctetee ss 
IN GUL Siti ce secemtnence mroces Caves saetiece est 
INeppirtllaieaeesestnarsdacaslecenncscen seer 
IN Re DETR ME 55 qooscoenc cnoocacen.canaconenconcod 
TEAST ince) <coogorn ccncoca sa coococabtoncoce 


a PeaWiOl Mec crcsteacscens os ncsss <i uceer 
vp aulitigawaerscsasscccercarceresssceee ae 
Ulcerated and sore throat.......... 
Tuberculosis (Chronic).............. 
TR CARCCISCRBO sce. acs- te vcncscsesssae estes 


Ese mOrenold Sin cessee<lsees see oeeecaeee 
Hernia) (np wine) secon ssescecesesee- 
MIN OPMNJULICS e.20stecnenaceresseeeors ce 
IN GB VIRB ca acs scosccioe=scencaeses see ootseenencs 
INGCTOSIS. ccc. cesaceccccccsis cose case concetes 
SNAUOR BITES) drop meoborince a cobesdesu sa seasaes 
Snow sblindnegss.:sscs<-.ccxcclecseoesos 
Teeth GXtracted'c...c.scvc--sucateseuseses 


i 


bo 


CO 
Rr DNON WHR OD OH ATONN OF DS 


Number of 
Days 


sere eeceene 


Remarks. 


Average 
Duration. 


—_— 


124 |Two invalided (one sent from Battleford). 


33 —« | Invalided. 
One died; two convalescing. 


One under treatment. 


Two invalided ; one under treatment. 


44 Invalided. 


ooiauleceees Invalided ; (sent from ‘‘ G’’ Division for 


that purpose). 
8} |Two died. 


22 One under treatment. 
ia a4 


One under treatment; one invalided. 


eee e ere eeeeleeeeeseeseee 


2 
224 |Two invalided. 


HENRY DODD, 
Assistant-Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX §&. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT-SURGEON F. H. POWELL, 1888. 


Fort Macuerop, 30th November, 1888. 


Sir,—I have the honor to submit my annual report for the year ending 30th 
November, 1888. 

The health of the men of “ D” Division stationed in British Columbia—once the 
epidemic of typho-malarial fever had subsided—was all that could be desired, although, 
in the spring, two or three sporadic cases of fever presented themselves, bearing a 
marked similarity to the epidemic, and made me fear lest we might have a recurrence 
of it. However, these cases proved of a mild type and made good recoveries. 

I have to report the death of Regl. No. 1836, Constable Mitchell, of typho- 
malarial fever, complicated with congestion of the lungs. He had joined the division 
late in the autumn from Calgary, and took the disease at the close of the epidemic, 
rapidly sinking, in spite of all we could do for him. 

On the 30th of June the division moved into camp, four miles distant from the 
Post, for the purpose of undergoing the annual drill. The health of the men through- 
out was highly satisfactory. 

On the 7th of August we left camp for Macleod, by way of the Crow’s Nest Pass. 
arriving on the evening of the 17th, the trip proving, as was generally expressed, “a 
regular pic-nic.” 

On the 1st of September, by order of the Commissioner, I assumed medical charge 
of “ H”’ Division, relieving Dr. Kennedy from temporary duty, since which date I 
have had two divisions under my care, and am pleased to state that the health of the 
men has been exceedingly good. 

Considering the number of men, amount of riding, &., to be done, the accidents 
during the year have been exceedingly few in numbers. 

The hospital in Kootenay was inspected by the Assistant Commissioner, the one 
here by the Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner and Senior Surgeon. In each case 
satisfaction was expressed at the cleanliness and general condition of the hospital. 

Throughout the year the strictest attention was paid to the sanitary condition 
of the Post and surroundings, v-eekly reports being sent respecting the same, and I 
beg to express my appreciation of the promptness with which any sanitary sugges- 
tions made were acted upon. 

The kindness and attention to the sick displayed by Staff-Sergeant Mercer and 
Constables Hayne and Munroe, my assistants in the hospital, is deserving of especial 
commendation. 

I enclose herewith the annual sick list of “‘D” Division, and also the sick list of 
“H” Division, for the past three months. 

The average number on the daily sick list being, for ‘““D” Division (for the year), 
four; “H” Division (for three months), four. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
F. H. POWELL, M.D., 
Assistant-Surgeon. 
The Officer Commanding, 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Macleod District 
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NORTH-WFST MOUNTED POLICE. 


Awnval Sick Report for “H” Division, Fort Macleod, for Year ending 
30th November, 1888. 


| ne q 
Ms a = mel 
[ab oO KS 3 
Diseases. a4 a3 z 5 Surgeon’s Remarks. 
3° 5A ra 
z Zz <q 
PAD UMAINUTI A ecsesecencescvemesscrodeseces 1 60 60 |Sent to Regina. 
AA OMIGIG \ Acerarcasslesscaseccesssscassaceree 1 20 20 {In hospital. 
IADECOSSirresensrene sects Benes esecestte anes 1 7 7 {Returned to duty. 
BilTOUSN GSBi2 <.0n0seaslicoresonaeese Jesse as 2 6 3 do do 
Bruised side........ eouseatnrsebate teres 1 2 2 do do 
Bulbox(S ym. ssc. ccasserecasecaeecses sess 2 14 i! do do 
OVYZaqeeccste es eacceritaneccietseavaetesne ce 5 10 2 do do 
@orns...:-<s: a cccausessiccndes tus terscereds 1 5 5 do do 
Cephalalgia ......cccersessserre coseesees 3 6 2 do do 
@OnjUNGhivItis 2s.--c1-0 ece-csssereosc ene 1 2 2 do do 
Cole We seacctutscssviic-csssnaimecrsatagses 2 2 if do do 
Chafers crcece vorescensrvsi~ Casusixtonroesees 1 2 2 do do 
Watarr ltr crnenctraces x tcceeresesestarsess 1 2 2 do do 
Diareheaiicesssccis = scececans-vaseasecetees 6 18 3 do do 
HICZeMaie sits. oscar ccvseraccesesevssbcscose 1 2 2 do do 
Fever (Remittent). ....c:60 ssscevees ‘ 1 21 21 do do 
MGW DAGON sre -cersh coessecviyeavcoverterse 4 8 2 do do 
Otaloiatienssscarscnolsaresdovurcccentreces 1 2 2 do do 
IRGSUMALISIN: oc scasscesaeccessso tees werse 2 70 35 do do 
Renal congestion...:.......063 se.csees. 2 16 8 do do 
NY MOVAtSiercccrarcercectiosescerstseteos’ 7 1 2 2 do do 
SPEAINGOAWTISU. cruel scsseecccesese shes i 4 4 do do 
do LIEDER) Bade corns anconedpandieniens 1 2 2 do do 
do BIKA Oise cereciescopaigncesen teres ] 3 3 do do 
STOO) UATE peecenn poasom wcooncada fans 1 2 2 do do 
Mplalnedsbackrccsecscevcearseccscoss 1 2 2 do do 
IPAPOLUSS covcescvereccestssssseronicrsese 1 5 5 do do 
TEA a2). 0 bs ben ceanreccocie toc nr OOO Caaoe AEA il 2 2 do do 
WIATICOBGLVCINSsccccsccsccesesscs scsasenes 1 7 7 do do 


F, H. POWELL, M. D., 
Assistant-Surgeon. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


ANNUAL Sick Report for “D” Division, Fort Macleod, for Year ending 
30th November, 1888. 


Ge See be 
° ° =| 
hw 4 of oy 
P rai eS 3 8 
Diseases. Sh g 4 ae Surgeon’s Remarks. 
5 = isis 
Zz 4 <4 
VACULEMOISIIIEIS ss warecectiers-ecsoscteess i 13 13 +|Returned to duty. 
Brusedabuttock..vssccersccscccstsoocsse 1 22 22 do Ce) 
OME LOG isco Mavecinesedivsbenidewec sete 3 33 ll do do 
Comet MUI Dit cs crccoevcrc aces cess 2 4 2 do do 
CO MERATIN GS cot esse cssconcscneseooess 1 4 4 do do 
“iy 3S coconcosed eanandenocaa nadeoac 1 3 3 do do 
COM CDI Die. teicrctedeossteescsteess 1 4 4 do do 
MORMMUDP cede scsnsssawcestves saeaneee 1 2 2 do do 
(ike | SR ee Oa og eae 1 6 6 do do 
Bionsnedseracsiecsccsescescescte 20 60 3 do do 
IBUDOM(SYIP:) ccscriesnccccenersceneeeses 5 30 6 do do 
Blistered heel ilk 22, 2 do do 
IBGUSLUISM coerce tack cecassajescassoesessornens 3 48 16 do do 
Cony 7 dereic ccs ioarst ccantcteheeess 14 28 2 do do 
COCR eri op ce cow cdesseres be cose 4 4 if do do 
CHATCR RANE tee sceeocnene deere seek eees 1 2 2 do do 
Gaba TiSt cee ees o Sootw os secveen tenets u 2 e do do 
OREO Oretescoustececsswstecateasesateneocats 1 16 16 do do 
Om fin Veliecccss<seacscuescsosicewsseceens 1 3 3 do do. 
Wephalaloiancccccacecestssaeeee eres 6 12 2 do do 
Wontused@iwound. cx. 2scssccecoeeeeees 2 4 2 do do 
Wonstipationios..:1--ascosceousoeresweecs 2 6 3 do do 
MD iarrhoeaeen.sssessctasssseeste-sevsecere. 28 14 4 do do 
Dental caries..........0..0068 Pere 2 2 1 do do 
Miglocated tfin' Penis. oosccassis,nseeseees 1 2 2 do do 
do shoul dericsccceecssessseres 1 44 44 do do 
do Gl DOWie caters ean sctoeees 1 36 36 do do 
do THUMP. cesccccsterese teen 1 ll Mt do do 
Dyspepsia .....000+ seesseee scenes covseeens 1 2 2 do do 
Deity coc,so<escossesersieccssescipsacssaes - 2 18 9 do do 
Mevers(Malarial) io..ir.-s..00ssccccesne 2 34 17 {One died in Kootenay. 
Fracture of tibia and fibula........ 1 68 68 Under treatment. 
do OlCCrANON  es.cecevactiees ses 1 171 171 |Sent to Regina. 
do OSSA NASI.......00..0006 Moaes i 6 6 |Returned to duty. 
Lanne hel a asaccocomncatence cre beer + 1 2 2 do do 
Ir ero wane tOG NAlli.:...s<cacseseciers 2 20 10 do do 
rd olentialcers.cat-ostsectssossterecreees 1 31 5) do do 
Weise daw OlUlidicescscs.ctecescevencessetcs 1 8 8 do do 
HAUCEMOTTNOIAS casceotatearse case: We eects 1 3 3 do do 
HelminthiaSis....-.-c.-s\eccsseee wedeceaeee 1 2 2 do do 
RACK from HOLSC...«scss+.cecssceescecees 3 42 14 do do 
HOM DAC Or cssestactccessiassscessncsccoers 5 10 2 do do 
INGURAI GIA wcosseseccsecessenenccossenstecos 5 10 2 do do 
RU MONCOLOIA peer econ scence acon e ee 2 2 i do do 
uN Ctured -WOUNd......:c.scescoersecss 1 2p 2 do do 
PVGUrOd YUG e+ cccec ccneescccestes sereece | 3 3 do do 
Pneumonia (Acute)......ceesseceee 1 Al 47 do do 
PUMA ALISIN. cocecey ees vesaerece seceresre 6 18 3 do do 
BSVMOWItIS cesses el eccecetesstcccteeseences 3 9 3 do do 
SSPLAINCG ANK1C is .crcssccaccsncavcovec ore 6 24 4 do do 
do WiISbir ses tccvanscseacstessaens 4 12 3 do do 
BONEN OOt secst ie csutosecesceceuree ee il J i do do 
MPC MTL ATIC :cccssesacssctoncszccsaciecestten 2 12, 6 do do 
EU UDS peer tecrecsinn sy ctece ces cers eeces 3 9 3 do do 
SWOLLEN! FEStIiClES!..0cc0sse0cesscs eseeve 1 4 4 do do 
Wiceration rectum...........+- oecersre. 2 10 5 do do 
Wrechral: StriCture......cose.se0veceee , 1 if 12 do do 
BEIVIOUING ON LO0G;s25 ces cconcsseeeces ciczes 1 12 12 do do 


F. H. POWELL, M.D., Assistant-Surgeon. 
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ABEND Exe 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTING ASSISTANT-SURGEON HUGH BAIN, 1888. 


Prince ALBERT, 30th November, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to present you with the annual sick report of this Post 
for 1888. 

Again I have the pleasure of reporting that there has been very little sickness 
here during the year, and that this Post is preserving its reputation of being almost 
the healthiest one in the Territories. This is due in no small measure to the excel- 
lent site of the barracks, and to the comfortable quarters the men now have. 

Two men were recommended to be invalided. 

Five men only have been in hospital—none of them very serious cases—remain- 
ing there, on an average, fourteen days. Although there have been several cases of 
typho-malarial fever in the settlement none occurred amongst the men. 

Whilst it is pleasing to report so little sickness here, and therefore that on this 
account the want of a proper hospital has been so little felt yet, we cannot always 
hope to be so fortunate. 

The barrack room at present used as an hospital is most unsuitable in every way 
for such a purpose, and I would again strongly recommend that as soon as possible a 
detached hospital be built. 

We have been well supplied with drugs during the year. 

We have been in need of a good many surgical instruments, but as quite a num- 
ber are now on their way this defect will soon be remedied. 

I have much pleasure in bearing testimony to the zeal and ability of Staff-Ser- 
geant Waller. He is a capital dispenser, and takes great interest in his duties. 

I enclose detailed statement of cases of any importance treated here during the 
year. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
HUGH N. BAIN, M.D., 
Acting-Surgeon. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 


Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
AnnvaL Sick Report for the Year 1888. 


%S 6 g 
sg | se | &8 
Db 3 
Diseases. | a q a & 2 Surgeon’s Remarks. 

hee 3 EQ 

Z a < 
= ae _ 
PDECORS AINE CAL csscctavnetccceecnecocrss 1 20 20 |Returned to duty. 
PACCHO seeecsestelseertese sno todcdsee anes corre 1 5 5 |Medicine, and on duty. 
IBOUBN OR foes. csecchu voce cscssaiseesecsacs 1 4 4 {Returned to duty. 
Congestion of lungS.............ccs0008 il 6 6 do do 
Contused Wound.......00..ccceeeeseseee 1 5 5 do do 
ConyunGtivitisienccce ssitcaeses ss: 2 8 4 do do 
Colds and coughs............0. seer 98 100 1 |Medicine, and on duty 
Contusions................ 30 30 1 do do 
Cramps in bowels...... nee 3 3 3 do do 
DYSPepSia ........sesessceeesersee cooseeee 1 3 3 |Returned to duty. 
Dares aeececscssevocscestesstseraetesess 12 12 1 |Medicine, and on duty. 
DCA IN esate ccseorsestcsseclsessvicleeseeasss 1 3 3 |Returned to duty. 
ICZEM Ais srcecseseccncescccccicacensacse oases 2 4 2  |Medicine, and on duty. 
HOLONSmrcscessersiassnsecsess[enesesacsgestss 2 24 12 do () 
HPA CCULEH TDS ses.cseccsssesccsesscecesss 1 21 21 + |Returned to duty. 
Hever andl aguererc..cessascttsssseeceos 1 9 9 do do 
Incised wound............ iutcesteestaeces 1 4 4  |Medicine, and on duty. 
Wim Dame escosseessaccceseerersses cs 9 3 |Returned to duty. 
IM Val Oidiareccesscneertoeccasecesterecesers: 2 8 4 do do 
Lacerated wound on finger 1 38 38 |Amputation performed. 
Neural piaier..qeaca sscsseccer cine ae 6 18 3 [Returned to duty. 
IPHAry Pills, .cc..cccssscccecsscevecssecess 6 60 LOM iL Hae So by purchase ; 5 returned to 

uty. 

Panctured Wound ........sscccesseccaes 1 4 4 Reoaned to duty. 
ellesiescencetccsduerscssscscceseeos cecsccoss 1 4 4 do do 
Pleurod yMiancesccscsccc<esss angasoocdante 1 3 3 do do 
Sympathetic Dubo.. ........0.ccceeeees 2 57 28 do do 
Swelled joint on foot.............c008 1 4 4 do do 
SS DIGI even site ates sete -cctsesesecscnessss 2 28 14 do do 
Rheumatism (Chronic)...........00 1 6 6 do do 


HUGH N. BAIN, M.D., 
Acting Surgeon. 
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MPP NID Xa 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTING ASSISTANT-SURGEON D. TULLOCH, 1888, 


Fort SAsKATCHEWAN, Ist December, 1888. 


Sir,—I have the honor to forward herewith Dr. Tulloch’s annual report for the 
year ending 30th November, 1888. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. H. GRIESBACH, 
Superintendent Commanding ‘G” Division. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 


Fort SaskATCHEWAN, 3rd December, 1888, 


Sir,—I have the honor to submit the enclosed annual sick report of this division 
for the year ending the 30th November, 1888. The sick report for the months of 
December, 1887, and of January, 1888, were burnt, and consequently are not included, 

The enclosed report shows the previous healthy character of this division is 
fully sustained, there being no serious chest affections—no cases of fever, 

The well-selected site of the barracks, with the good river water and the dry, 
mildly bracing climate, no doubt being the potent factors, 

During the past year the Edmonton detachment was visited weekly, and the 
other Posts when requisite. The case of ‘gunshot wound” has done well, there being 
no complications as yet. After a careful examination, immediately after the 
occurrence, I decided that any attempt to remove the bullet would be imprudent, as 
it was a small bullet, deeply imbedded in the muscles of the thigh, its exact location 
undetected, nor did it seem to have done much injury in its transit. As the accident 
happened at Edmonton, and the patient could not be removed, Hospital Sergeant 
Little was sent to attend the case. He did his duty carefully and well. The patient 
was removed from Edmonton on the 25th November, and I hope to have the case 
out of hospital in a few days, though he will not be fit for “full duty” for some time. 

In the report sent to you a year ago, notice was taken of the stock of drugs being 
“ full and satisfactory ; the hospital was fairly comfortable, &., &. I very much 
regret having to report the burning of that hospital, with its entire contents, on the 
morning of the 31st of January last. Ere the fire was observed it had obtained so 
great a mastery as to make it impossible to extinguish it or save the contents, The 
loss was a most serious one to all concerned. 

A temporary surgery and the requisite drugs were obtained, and ready by sick 
parade next morning. I had fortunately a well-fitted amputating case at Edmonton, 
which supplied all the instruments required for ordinary work, so that, so far as the 
sick were concerned, no inconvenience or loss was suffered, 

Permit me here to express our obligations to Superintendent Griesbach for his 
considerate kindness at the time, and his prompt exertions in obtaining the building 
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at present in use, and rendering it suitable for occupation as a hospital. A fair sup- 
ply of the most requisite drugs was promptly forwarded from Regina, and six Garfield 
cots. 

As I understand an hospital is to be built here shortly, I need pass no comment 
on the building at present in use as one, save thatit has been rendered as comfortable 
and suitable for patients as possible. 

Owing to arrangements made by Superintendent Griesbach, the men are not so 
crowded as during last winter, although their quarters are in much the same state as 
mentioned in last year’s report. He has also had the guard-room greatly improved 
as to light, and benefited as regards ventilation, by the insertion of an additional 
window. 

I herewith enclose estimates of the drugs, &., required for the medical and 
veterinary departments during the year 1889. Permit me to observe that hitherto 
the annual supply of drugs, &€c., has arrived here about the latter end of November. 
Their arrival here six weeks or two months earlier would, I believe, be a decided 
improvement, and prevent injurious effects that might arise from frost. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
D. TULLOCH, C.M., M.D. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


GENERAL Sick Report for ‘“G” Division during the Ten Months ending 30th 
November 1888, 


| Se Se | if | 
° ° } 
sg] a2) e8 
Diseases. | 3 Ey | as a = | Surgeon’s Remarks. 
BO 5 2a 
MA CME cressccesnacosselosecentastumes neces cscs 1 4 4 
Balinitis:eyr.cdscnccsstetenn creeeen estes 1 il il 
Bill Gusmesscorccss.stsccese veesccess scenes 13 14 175 
Brom OdIOSISt ren: celdacceosese ee eteee 1 1 1 
BTU SGarsevorestnacesssepenceticectne teseseuce 2 2 1 
Burn ere eer sonctor centr comiranereess 1 6 6 [tution. 
Bubo (Traumatic)..........0...0.22+s 3 94 314 |Effects of strain and a weakened consti- 
CatarrhiG@Nasal)Aiveccsscuassccsssss 1 1 1 Improved. 
@arbuncl eyes conte nceet ose: 1 1 ii 
Chafer(Saddle).csscc<secceessesneress i 1 1 
@hest,) PalMliN eer .cneaccesecstecs-ones nee 1 1 rt 
Colic eiiasceiiae eases 2 2 1 
Conjunctivitister-cestesscseccatee> 4 9 24 
(IONE), nacoscoosnnbb auetine codascoson modo 5 6 14 
Wy StItIS ecnccsessocscecsthecweuetons ie senes 1 1 1 
Cephalaligiave.n....cas pouches 1 1 1 
WO AiWGsstirscesceuccncodsrenemesnca aeons 4 5 lf 
Webility casas dcnccesoeeces ectreace cre 1 1 1 
Miarrheassecscsecsetcueaecaseeseceee es 2 3 14 
Harada Chor sstessssescrssnescnnscescuqeeess 1 1 1 
HICZEMA Obs Payeseeenseseesreceaesceesss 1 1 il 
TATE TWA QOUI GIS acecace conoodoce cocseoacoprnco. i 1 1 
RODEICUIA ars. scsesrouevecscavewver soveetene 2 20 10 
(TAIN Oller «ce scatetccetans seacoast air il 6 6 
GunshothwOUndsc.-ccccons-s--ceseteees 1 37 37 —‘|Still in hospital. 
Heemorchoids (Hx) seccsesasectedcerts 3 19 64 
Heart affectionicr..-.-c:s.scscrevesssese 2 228 114 |Both sent to Regina to be invalided. 
LONG EOMMG eeeeacceececs aaeerecesaeene 1 a if 
IL ONSEY DGC ise sees sock sc ctcceececsetecct tees 1 4 4 
COM Clery rennes coeasccoeseuicewasnseser 3 14 44 
NCU eStON ercecessccesceaeseensscweceye 1 1 1 
Injuries— 
PNT G rere sovesess covesou teres tesces 2 3 14 
1 BIEN ENG WescoasSopecocacupcerdaenooat Cae 1 45 45 
TEN Decocuneecradccoge “te cosCODDAONCO AoHEIC 1 4 4 
SIGE Reis Sa a ce oat 2 3 1} 
AB AVTEAT) oY ee sesno coccoccen geacocomodobes 1 4 4 
HOO seareectsrestecesinrecoiiiss<ceea sera 1 16 16 
MUM DA On eee teesee sosccsseanon cncees<e 4 18 43 
INETRLEYSN IE) er ooondoouas daconspaadod econo 3 3 1 
MdontOleiamecvccrssateaercctcscc 4 5 1} 
ORE WUE) Gacecacnnboacandonad soonSscnorgboo 1 12 12 
IPleunodvitiareescd<cescecssneeeoc secre sc 1 1 1 
Rheumatism Muscular ................ 1 2 2 
Se OLE BIE Yeocdasnaoanio seadooned cSsoneanig sc8de 1 17 17 
SS PLalaieeesaressen sec eriveccecceueeeccderces 2 21 10 
STINET caqapGnanénooadooons aabocaddd noGASOONS 3 8 2 
SSAVAMEN UES} ogee ocd boceosAmaAdoaco uAOEtNS 1 16 16 ; 
Tobacco) POISONING cc.s.ccseonaerers. 1 3 3 |From excessive chewing 
TOBIAS Pe oss .cesevecwesrccce oeseoees 3 3 i 
Wi ceriof toniguercncacecseicecerersr ee: 1 3 3 
UrtiCarigcs cub ascsssescases.cehseeearcesre 1 1 1 
WWIATICOCELO Hiern ivcccs saenigecsness sane este 2 2 1 
NWiALLST cose iecescoesestsccssnseseneerce 1 1 1 


D, TULLOCH, C.M., M. D. 
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AVE: PeleNs DiuEXs 2... 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTING ASSISTANT SURGEON G. A. KENNEDY, 1888 


Mac eon, 30th December, 1888, 


Srrz,—In compliance with your telegram of the 27th inst. I have the honor to 
enclose herewith annual sick reports of this Post up to Ist September, 1888. 

Dr. Powell’s report from 1st September to 30th November was forwarded with 
Superintendent Neale’s annua! report. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. B. STEELE, 
Superintendent Commanding Macleod District. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
Macueop, ALBERTA, 29th December, 1888. 


Str,—I have the honor to forward herewith the annual sick report for “H” 
Division for 1888, as requested by the Commissioner’s telegram of 27th inst. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE A. KENNEDY, 
Assistant-Surgeon 
Superintendent STEELE, 
Commanding North-West Mounted Police, 
Macleod. 


17—11 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


AnnvaL Sick Report for ‘“ H” Division, Fort Macleud, for Year ending 30th 
December, 1888. 


Se Se d 
rie © S) 
2g ov ee 
Diseases. 3 a 3 e 85 Surgeon’s Remarks. 
Bo 3A 22 
za qi “a 
AGENTS sc s.ccondeesceeltcestocsetascerenes 1 20 20 |Under treatment. 
APHOMMGiescecsaacoiececeatiiccctasesitseenesns 1 u 1 |Returned to duty. 
SAMUNTA Keavetsesdsaa tatecdeeseceenea westerns 2 7 34 do do 
IADECERS sats sessteiectcedss meconaeeenewtgeee 4 48 12 do do 
INV OTTO) Gogoocdoedoe ocdorbuccecsocn: il 131 131 |Sent to Regina. 
IBEOMCHUiSevecexessereeatsect se sttcnaernss 10 20 2  |Returned to duty. 
BUIStEREMMOOttcesncteseecreetees ede 2 16 8 do do 
Bruised le giiiccnssessove eseessieseeunss 1 2 2 do do 
ibronmehial iri tation. eacseesseneee neo 5 10 2 do do 
Bb ovssssiareassectcnont teeveak eeatewr ace ae 14 168 12 do do 
BiliOUSHESSi.:.celessescsasecoesscmssveress 1 2 2 do do 
Bruised faceresssaneceesotie: 2 3 14 do do 
GIG) (HO eacsopateudenodonoton copedoace 1 1 il do do 
Contused WOUNd..c..s.0-1.-ccseecsesse 2 6 3 do do 
Congestive chillcsccsueaecesccern: 4 12 3 do do 
ORDB ey cetnanenn ect sesectenstocteoneesceees 2 4 2 do do 
WiOliC eentecerten autos ce auacsomesecmen ses 12 36 3 do do 
(ale Meraccscese mesststsscencesteresceetsss 4 8 2 do do 
COOrGZ ai eceacceosnidotaseeismce nce veces scent 18 36 2 do do 
Cophalal piaicrc.swcssedcessosevoceyesse? 2 4 1 do do 
COnStIPALLOM. sy scsceesescecese-eeesscoueces 7 14 2 do do 
racked lips swtcrs cvescesseeccoaetees 1 5 5 do do 
Wutionhand rere ecesscvenssesreesss 1 5 5 do do 
Convalescinouss..csrecaccaneetaes 3 78 26 do do 
COMB TTACIENON TE pocda > fondiccand ssocododd 1 12 12 do do 
Matariitorssccsteteemienccotecccesneses: 1 2 2 do do 
DODity, vier ccenseers oathreontedeeergees 14 42 3 do do 
Diarrbocale cue. csascsesees unseat ceeecs 27 32 12, do do 
DYSPCPSiB......00+ sersseseereeees soreeeees 3 6 2 do do 
Dislocated fingers: .c1e-cassccencsseses 1 2 2 do do 
Mura Cl es nccecnecccccsseeccssecsererseets 2 12 6 do do 
BirOptiDitOsers cwcctstictesaecencescnseest 17 272 16 do do 
Fracture of metatorsol bones....... 1 36 36 do do 
HMever (Remittent).-..........0.0+000s- 1 21 21 do do 
IV SCO UIA marae ssncceesilceeteccosesdeceeac i 20 20 do do 
Fl eoMMOLENOLGS sees eueacenecweneedeseeesees 2 3 14 do do 
ICAGA CHO, scansceccccctecesseseesseestces 3 3 1 do do 
Ka ckatromiphors@rescetcsessteacrnsectecs 2 4 2 do do 
WWarynCitisis.ccasesereaceeronsececteess 1 1 1 do do 
1 TN SEP asda naocose nadeodneboc0 canodorb0 4 12 3 do do 
IMME Steerenccossscueccedvoseeetcsoisccnesse: 1 3 3 do do 
IMU QTAINE sc ccnsnecsss sedescciscnsssivereserss 8 24 3 do do 
INGUIrAl Gildas. crocs vaveen tr scccteceseearess 5 10 2 do do 
INO Mp Pere tle .csciarassaccesessesses 1 12 12 do do 
)MOMPANCTA Musee ncoeecese seetseidveecs ees 4 4 1 do do 
ODCHItIS Ee awaits ssocoevecodeeeeneatets: 2 20 10 do do 
PY TONG sccga secessaeey tuesstivssesieorsessss 1 2 2 do do 
PAL OLLISteneteceseseencsdenateenccrecsss 2 20 10 do do 
PHAR YA SIR. ce ox sy cos sratio Gsnnedeeenes 7 7 1 do do 
Palpitation of heart....... .....6 o> 1 1 1 do do 
PTUTUPOnperenetcoverss von scveddensicses sees: i 12 12 do do 
Pin CtUTeG wOUNC cae. eerse asesecens 1 2 2 do do 
MEUM Abs seer netses-stastee sh race osers 10 50 5 do do 
Renal CONJEStLON...on-cceseesscussences 1 10 10 do do 
Sprained back............. ... peesiaaae 1 1 1 do do 
do BME Vea. s01 ss sedaleas eusestoae it 3 3 do do 
do MOO bane supcestsiesseousescceees 1 6 6 do do 
do aN. sice wescseeeasesscceonss 1 2 2 do do 
do wrist 3 9 3 de do 
do finger 1 3 3 do do 
SEMAUIRG nak cvtvenderncva yaaveeicass 20 140 i do do 
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AnnvAL Sick Report for ‘‘H” Division, Fort Macleod, for Year ending 30th 
December, 1888—Concluded. 


GH el . 
° ° a 
32 oo os 
Diseases. 3 a 9 8 2 z Surgeon’s Remarks. 
so BA ° A 
Z Z a 
DOLCUALICL. costersccvesere qaarsssccgerers 1 5 5 |Returned to duty. 
GO RGHLOMt seis ete re eta clecnese nicer: 1 1 1 do do 
LOMNCV.ER nrccnlsersvnnececectaiescresiten ss 1 1 1 do do 
SCATIAtINAT Ac tee oemecseeiecees 1 40 40 do do 
SS YMOVICS ar. deriectesors teste ceestewonsse: 6 204 34 do do 
MSELIOLULO hoes comer herrea a tee ceaneres it 35 35 do do 
Mwollentestielecccssent rcsstiesce ee 1 66 66 do do 
LOM Pe KNGC? csecrcussscorencssteeteceos 1 12 12 do do 
Cal dodelOOtrccetaccreeorecarccesseres es 1 2 2 do do 
BS CRIION caas eeeticccencctonnes Sanco eae weeees 2 54 27 do do 
PLOMSUINIGIS sseteccrs.astecs!icetceassietes esse! 3 18 6 do do 
PEOOUDUCKULACTEU trcscccceniese neswesiece ses 9 9 1 do do 
Ulceration of tongue......... seco 1 1 1 do do 
Ulceration from frost bite............ 2 32 16 do do 
RET CATI A. co. cvccets cc avescscosdeeerieocascess 1 il 1 do do 
BVIATICOBE sVElIStcceseucsresccoreseeverceses 3 15 5 do do 
do NCCT tec accseresecsssnecacacets 1 14 14 do do 
Vertigo........ . eidcsvccaescdeectoceesssss il 8 8 do do 
WWVOUNOS TEAM. croc tecacccessteseouiooryet 15 240 16 do do 
do 1 5 5 do do 
do 1 4 4 do ts) 
domerOltoOt.esen scaneasdelestesdess 1 5 5 do do 


G. A. KENNEDY, 
Acting Assistant-Surgeon. 


$711} 
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APPENDIX W. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTING ASSISTANT-SURGEON C. S. HAULTAIN, 
1888. 


Woop Movnrain, 9th November, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to submit my report of the period during which I was 
in medical charge of the division stationed at Wood Mountain Post, from 22nd May 
to 9th November. 

No disease or accident of a serious nature has occurred, the only febrile case 
being one of tonsillitis. 

I would suggest the advisability of having a well at the Post, the summer’s sup- 
ply having been drawn from a spring of excellent water a quarter of a mile distant. 
The creek cannot be regarded as safe, receiving, as it does, the drainage from the 
settlers’ houses, and from knowledge of the fact that typho-malarial fever was con- 
tracted last year by some of those men quartered at the old Post buildings, in its 
close vicinity, and taking from it their water supply. 

In the appended report ailments, however insignificant, are recorded, unavoid- 
ably making an apparently formidable list. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
C. 8. HAULTAIN, 
Acting Assistant-Surgeon. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 


Tia 


Sick Report, from 22nd May to 9th November, 1888. 


Se oH : 

at esas 

® oO o S ve 

Diseases. E & E a z Surgeon’s Remarks. 
> 

a Zi < 

Abscess, alveolar............ccceesseeee 1 6 6 
CLOMEEISITI DLC sescnesceersecseerenses 2 13 6 

IBUITOUSTLEBE i. sssrccissecscse! sescacleceescons 4 6 1 
WONTUBIONS Maececescarsscodeceeceeet secees 2 14 ¢ 
WolicaGmtestinall)e.cs.rcss..-sereocss- 2 8 4 
Coldsrand! Coughs ...:...ccsc.orss sess) 3 9 3 
Conjunctivitis........ CEtedooviecdene cess 1 5 5 
WOnStpPa ON ercacarcerssecscssecoerssss 5 5 1 
PALO RWOUDCUS eur satosedreseccrsisaiaceosesss il 12 12 
Debility......0. sssssosessscsescseeeeceeees 1 12 12 
IDET @ 102018, Gon acaonn gabood ooseodoo concede 4 4 i 
DYSPePSia.....0000 sesceecseeesserseceeees 4 12 a 
MACIEIEN CULE PIA sccssccalceacsceeseest sis 1 2 2 
Follicular tonsillitis................0+. 1 id 1 
Foreign body in cornea............. 2 4 2 
GAM DIV AtISesscssec cconncsosls sctceedaseceee 1 i. 5 
He RU ACHCs cccsscceatedessessacieressinscas 5 5 1 
eM OLENOLU See sce esetiessessscrieosccccen 24) | boocbcasccad| [09900 S600 
HIM MOTITON teres seesuee tsetse ececneseees se 1 21 21 
IMO IIM rere siccsccscclvastonssscssivesessees 1 2 2 
Muscular rheumatism...............+ 5 12 24 
Ophthalimia tarsi....... HocHoSEEe 1 u i 
PLOULOGy Mideectertseccosstsssssassctess 2 4 4 
ECHINITIS@: recs conesssccresee troresrco ws seas 1 3 3 
Hen al CCONJEStION scc7-ocsewaconessiesas- 1 4 4 
SOLO LATOAL. cc ccccsesee,sosseecesecesescsye 5 9 2 
SSIORIRITM 4 socecuaah)bsoondesoanoncoon oobobane, 1 3 3 
DS OLAMiowers ccneddccteccaccescetseteicenesetce 3 7 2 
Synovitis (fall from horse)......... 1 21 21 
PUGCLMOXCLACTCO sce .rcceeseessiansese eso Dilbsereeohscon||scuscemeces 


C. S. HAULTAIN, L.R.C.P., London, 
Acting Assistant-Surgeon. 
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APPEN DEX" x: 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTING ASSISTANT-SURGEON F. H. 
MEWBURN, 1888. 


LETHBRIDGE, 28th December, 1888. 


Srr,—I have the honor to present the annual medical report for this Post for the 
ear 1888. 
e Iam happy to state that during the past year the health of the men of this 
division has been excellent. No case of really serious illness has occurred, con- 
trasting most favorably with last year’s record. There have been some serious 
surgical cases, but the results of treatment have been satisfactory. 

At the commencement of the year a hospital was provided, which, although 
small, meets the requirements of the division at present, and has proved a great 
boon, enabling sick men to be removed from barrack rooms and brought under the 
best possible influence for recovery. The furniture of the hospital is not what it 
should be. 

At present there are no surgical instruments or appliances at this post. Amongst 
the diseases shown in the accompanying report colds and bronchitis form a large 
share. These I believe to be due, in a great measure, to the unsatisfactory state of 
the ventilation existing in the barrack rooms. At present there is no way of 
changing the air in the rooms, which soon become over-heated, and the occupants 
passing from this over-heated atmosphere to the outside are subjected to the very 
influences that give rise to the disorders mentioned above. 

In conclusion, I beg to make the following suggestions :— 


1. That the hospital be fitted up with proper furniture. 
2. That surgical instruments and appliances be provided. 
3. That the ventilation $f the barrack rooms be remedied. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
FRANK HAMILTON MEWBURN, 
Acting Assistant-Surgeon. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 


Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
ANNUAL Sick Report, frora 1st December, 1887, to 30th November, 1888. 


oo 


Number | Number 


F Average 
Diseases. of : Surgeon’s Remarks. 
Cases. | Days. Duration. F 
PMDBCCHS pamctnsspncssatesmenacedcansemedeiseioseseses 2 12 6 |Cured 
OMaALVCOlAIic2..ccescesnasst teense reeeoreses 1 5 5 do 
CO RESCTOLEL orcs. vaccecestecseencstestaesecsses 1 29 29 do 
PNCH GC ureteronesessresatets: siasmnace ate eedccsecora seers 1 1 1 do 
A Ghereni Gi prepaceccrsscecssee. ovccscesesdvste ess 1 6 6 do 
BI OUSAIC VED: coats neracscacecver- eters cic eases os ee 2 6 3 do 
Bronchitis ......-..ssseeseeevees eeenesesiecoseeass 13 66 575} do 
1 91 91 do 
1 2 2 do 
9 23 28 | do 
5 7 1¢| do 
28 281 10 do 
WOmyulctivitisn..c-.2.c.ecce.cdese secet es tavesces 3 4 1 do 
MOUSE PAUIOM Mrwsccsacecvse ts eacercstsaeteen (ences 6 10 1 do 
ROLY aietremesntonnrccestasn tenes ce toot trees cesccnncs 23 52 238,| do 
Debility ......--cesosecconrzeoe soorsoncs soavee soenes 7 88 12% |In hospital. 
Diarrhea. ........ Madecesnetenttscicestaees stenaeess 19 38 2 |Cured. 
DYSPOPSIA tere. ocesosecth ess peti nciacoesteseseaes 13 17 14;| do 
MON SOT LORY sabes versie) sp euiteretnesrsesceacaseeees if 2 9 {Stable duty only. 
ITV A LOYOD sec erecioyssceveiest-hcoosdecenceusnstee iL 11 11 |Cured. 
IHRESACHO ceesestege sec soon tcengns sesacealccetecsccinse 1 7 7 do 
HLODUA COLA er seeasetietcas doe stoc ett seeds saatecose cise 3 5 1%| do 
HASSULG (OL ANUS.ts.caiosecs<oolstseeesl« dew eraqsee's 1 17 17 do 
PBEM NACI BNO cos sacccsessictec ye encsemeees colegese 1 113 113 do 
Hracture: of tibular..c-.c-<scs<cecccceeseeveccess 1 45 45 do 
do of fibula and tibia at anklejoint 1 140 140 |In hospital. 
Fracture of metatarsal bone of big toe 
of left foot from bullet wound ........... 1 129 129 {In hospital. 
HEDON tIDILGswtectectebeisee ce anc nvvate st te const ite 3 17 54 |Cured. 
BAREIS faved Acded so ccousay saetonens beniveeetnteces 3 7 24 | do 
Ter Nese ADIALIS che. ecees oc sok oss: ate con coe ee 1 1 1 do 
UM OVCAOLIS cae conch cone seeccennest ae seoe 2 4 2 do 
Iujury to ankle........... secsceusancateenediscaces 1 2 2 do 
Orr CLDO Wiseesesnece seccsncemoccrecsenesee sc 1 1 1 do 
do musculo-spiral nerve.............. 1 12 12 do 
HUMID ALO sese ters. dss-davass satis sees tector eokeceres 9 45 6 do 
AVALIDE oc s2s0c5 scsrssresconesancenectcnsssnrectracess 5 6 1 do 
MBIATIAhasste <cccctessecs sae ecaieecaretccscsssante ses 6 81 13 do 
IN CUIPAL IAP se onecencaenot ton ccsesoneect soe eee cec es 16 31 148) do 
do _inter-costal.......... FE ISOCOICCCECr 1 5 5 do 
Ome OL CLORUIK Ss sence ce rcewsnntcnceneet 1 7 7 |On pass. 
CLOMMNCCIVICEL sreccerconsenerevsucerecceee 1 26 26 |Off duty. 
HO MONLOLSIS Pe. ccececca cece seceiesssesecnveecarertes 2 2 1 |Cured. 
RCDIUUIA secencssceteoet i ccese-cerepac access se ateeeeee 3 58 194 | do 
WS POCLOIUIA :.22.s08n00 cen veniesess ace ases veecceeens 1 17 17 do 
RAOITOSDILIN: s-encrevac custoccesch ses “< 3 58 194 | do 
IPOFIOSLEAL TOUS wesecns cccte cu ceecsverrenecesseres 1 1 1 do 
do and myalgia 1 40 40 do 
PIGULOM VIG. cnccu seers cucn-sccssotsesesvestvenees 1 3 3 do 
EPUTIGIN-ANMsreeecteccsceccns sveposeaserecestaceaes 1 1 1 do 
Rheumatism, sub-acute.. petessaetacnt 6 10 1% | do 
do PAUNCUIAL 0200: <cstsasesse senses 1 1 1 do 
BTU OL ANE Css csrccccsteccsceasesvossasennwes 8 27 do 
EO MWEIGG 22: s5ssascalceecceenases>eresdassess 2 13 6 do 
Ome ClDOWist-treccssecesscsssccassenecuneees 1 6 6 do 
BIOIB RICH cearonccdasaetarstuesecrers (uccsenscses eases 3 21 1 do 
BCADION ss ctrsincvivac Urevng vesseseaa seossestniesneccees 1 1 1 do 
PROSIERUULICIO: + 055.) seve cet yocers asscee ecounedestadses 4 12 3 do 
esge poisoning... SAP Accean eee coe 1 1 1 do 
Ulcer... poareiiecsstysnesd deevecerrsencceane 1 4 4 do 
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ANNUAL Sick Report, from 1st December, 1887, to 30th November, 1888—Concluded. 


Number} Number 


- Average ) 
Diseases. of of : Surgeon’s Remarks. 
Chses. | Days. DASE F 

Ulceration of mouth 1 2 2 (Cured 
Lape ater yO Tore apse er etecr ce cE OL anonnoat errr 1 1 i do 
IWall us essccssceesenctes 3 353 117% | do 
Varicocele.......... 1 1 1 do 
WiATIXMOL LC Oscenesccocscctectimsredtaerercessec sss 1 1 1 do 
Wioundiofsheeli..-c: .ccuscecccerte reece Aree 1 10 10 do 

do Inthe ye Uerteereel se aocecdre to seeocerc naar 1 1 1 do 

do Ih Desorenecesoe oakoncniddacdecnd néscnorcn 1 6 6 do 

do BCAlPrcsscre-sccccccwrgebeseese= neeeses 3 23 7 do 

do INCISEC cesccccecce seta sthecscn ce eres 4 13 3 do 


FRANK HAMILTON MEWBURN, 
Acting Assistant-Surgeon. 
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AS Pe PEHSN EDITS Ye 


REPORT OF STAFF-SERGEANT J. L. TULLOCH, IN CHARGE AT 
MAPLE CREEK. 


Marie Oreex, 10th December, 1888. 


Srz,—I have the honor to forward herewith the annual sick report for this Post 
for the past year. Since I joined the division, in the end of December last, the health 
of the men has been very good. 

* The large number of cases of diarrhcea is undoubtedly due to the quality of the 
water, which is very bad, being strongly alkaline. Whatever else is done for this 
Post, a good, deep well, which shall furnish pure water, isa matter of paramount 
importance. The number of cases of diarrhcea shown on the report does not repre- 
sent the total of those suffering from this complaint, as I found it advisable to keep 
‘“‘ Diarrhea Mixture” in stock ready prepared, and to issue it in doses as required 
without, in all cases, having special sick reports made out for the sufferers. 

There have been ten cases of malarial, or, as it is calléd in this country, 
“mountain” fever, but in every case in which it was taken in time it readily yielded 
to treatment. Two cases are shown on my report as still under treatment, but they 
are both convalescent. As regards one of those cases, that of Staff-Sergeant 
McGinnis, there can be doubt that he was under the influence of the fever for at 
‘least a week before he came in for treatment from Swift Current where he was 
stationed on detachment. His case was, for that reason, somewhat more tedious, but 
I eventually succeeded in breaking the fever. After he was so far convalescent as to 
be able to sit up he caught cold in the ward, and, as a consequence, experienced a 
relapse. After a somewhat anxious time he is now again convalescent. 

I mention this to show the utterly inadequate nature of our protection from 
draughts in the present hospital. The building, though recently boarded outside. 
has dried and shrunk to such an extent that the wind now whistles through the walls 
on every side. Added to this, the portion of the building which was evidently 
intended as the kitchen, but which has only been used as a lumber room since I 
came here, is out of repair, admitting freely both wind and rain, and as it is separ- 
ated from the ward only by a single door it will be readily understood that the 
temperature of the ward is difficult to regulate. Were this portion of the building 
thoroughly overhauled, made weather-proof, and put to its original use as a kitchen, 
the comfort and safety of patients would be largely increased. At present, all the 
patients’ meals have to be carried from the troop kitchen, or further, a state of affairs 
which is neither comfortable nor convenient. 

The ward itself, both in ground area and height, is totally inadequate to the 
probable requirements of this division, and in case of a serious outbreak of malarial 
or other disease this will be lamentably evident. 

The number of cases of colds and coughs is due, in large measure, to over-heating 
and imperfect ventilation of the barrack rooms, which a little care would remedy. 

The general sanitary conditions of the Post, with the exception of the water, are 
excellent. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
JOHN H. TULLOCH, 
Staff-Sergeant, Hospital. 
The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 


176 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
AwnvaL Sick Report for the Year ending 30th November, 1888. 


Se Se * 
meg ee 28 
2 oO a3 an 
Diseases. a3 5 e E & Surgeon’s Remarks. 
BO BA BE 
zi Zi <q 
Alveolar abscess 1 4 4 Returned to duty. 
BillOUsMess ieee. ccessacs 6 8 1 do do 
Blistered CO6Uswcsalecnsvateacsraavecesy> 1 2 do do 
Bronchitistescreascsianiasscsssceces il 4 4 do do 
@arbuncletersernecceccttucsseseerecs 1 bs BBs do do 
Catarrhinucectistdascccdenesneer case 3 9 3 do do 
cae Pana etcaciddaces so eagaree eee ons 1 3 3 do do 
cote eo REVEI) ccceeroanece 1 16 16 do do 
ds and COUGHB......... ..ecceceeees 41 81 149 do do 
Gol NCR CaaS aerinecadcer er aatbcn cocooreee 4 9 2 do do 
Concussion of Spine...........s0ceecees ] 16 16 do do 
Congestion of kidneys............00 1 3 3 do do 
Constipationte sss seers eeteete 11 15 1 do do 
Contusionsierercien eure ceeerat 16 142 84 do do 
Weainessy.ts s csctunaevtsstoursteraareces 1 2 2 do do 
DGTP HOS seh, reatss seas cindetstessvevtsnanes 32 39 Lay do do 
DYSENUCLY tesdcstesscneses tsttersestosens 5 25 5 do do 
Dyspepsia rere tersvitins oeetern sade 9 12 14 do do 
Fevers (Malarial) Pecderer tis coccnten 10 161 167, |2 still under treatment; 8 returned to duty 
Hirost Wite necssecascasecsscrteecavenereun 1 135 135 |Returned to duty. 
HicomOrrHoldseeesst cere teers 1 4 4 do do 
Incontinence of urine.. .......:6...008 3 32 103 do do 
Kicks fromphorsenesssasseerrce 1 5: 3 do do 
DBE Sies casnrnncsenitasconcmecunpcas 3 10 34 |l sent to Regina; 2 returned to duty. 
Necrosis (after frostbite............+. 1 38 38 |Returned to duty. 
Odontaliotanss.. were 3 3 1 do do 
Old fracture (Tibia).........0. css 1 16 16 ‘Sent to Regina. 
Opbithralmmidvesmecsccwe sera tees 1 2 2 |Returned to aut 
ORCHICISM arses usirncs se siesamieceseeenees 1 9 9 do 
POTOStItIStadisyase ascsevicdeterseseneseans 1 46 46 |Sent to Medicine Hat. 
Pleural iar: agate cexdeeseierseneentses 5 15 3 |Returned to oe 
Rheumatism (Muscular).............. 2 7 34 do 
Seal dieetcasecosssschocs setae faveresoectcacs 1 3 3 do 
OIA LICH Reevshcre) \nueoécs sevnacee’cnquenye 3 10 34 do do 
SOP MPSLe see Ri hess teettareies 1 4 4 do do 
SSPIAING, te soaswer cuesecnessssesesteoses aes 14 43 3} do do 
Sympathetic DUO. ....9..-.csssesseeres % 114 38 do do 
DSYMOVAGIS Gc reievescsscu cece sven tonacs 2, 90 45 do do 
DGB LNs, ste hiveheisesatees-oaselacieans 4 11 23 do do 
MAREK AGS cai. cubesvesy leds dona tenchionnrtetes 1 66 66 Sent to Regina. 
Wound, incised, of nose............. 1 5 5 |Returned to duty. 


JOHN L. TULLOCH, Staff Sergeant, 
Hospital Steward. 
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ASE PEN Dale X72; 


ANNUAL REPORT OF VETERINARY SURGEON J. BURNETT, 1888. 
Rearna, 26th December, 1888. 


S1z,—I have the honor to submit to you my annual report for the year ending 
December, 1888. 

Owing to the fact that I have been off duty for the past two months, suffering 
with fever, my time for writing this report is so short that I cannot possibly go into 
details as I would like to have done. 

During the spring and summer I visited Maple Creek, Calgary, Lethbridge and 
Battleford. I found the horses at these Posts in good shape and condition, with the 
exception of those that had contracted “typhoid fever.” 

In most of the outpost stables great improvement might be made in the flooring, 
whereby the horses could be made to stand with their fore-feet on a clay floor. 

I am pleased to inform you that, at present, there are no contagious or infectious 
diseases among the Police horses, and reports from the outposts indicate a wonderful 
good state of health among the horses for this season of the year, which is usually 
marked by a great many cases of diseases of the respiratory organs. 

During the past summer 127 re-mounts were purchased at Calgary, Macleod and 
Pincher Creek, all of which have turned out first-class horses. Some few of these 
horses were brought in from Oregon, and are fully up to the standard of Oregon 
horses. The majority, however, were bred and raised in Alberta, and show a 
wonderful improvement in intelligence, symmetry and stamina over those bred in 
the country a few years ago. This is owing to the fact that horse breeders are 
taking a more common-sense view of raising horses, most of them having thoroughly 
culled their bands of mares, and picking out the small and off-colored animals, and 
using only well bred stallions. 

Very few of the “Alberta” bred horses purchased this year showed any 
tendency to buck, an exercise whereby quite a number of horses permanently injure 
themselves before they are broken. This very objectionable trait is becoming 
gradually bred out. A remarkable instance of this was shown in the horses offered 
by the late Mr. Frank Strong, of Macleod; out of sixty horses offered for sale by him 
all but three or four of the number having been bred in Alberta, and about half of 
them saddled for the first time, very few showed any inclination to buck. In my 
last report I recommended that a number of horses that did not come up to the fifteen- 
hand standard be purchased for patrolling purposes. My recommendation was acted 
upon, and the small horses have been found to answer the purpose for which they 
were purchased fully as well, if not better, than larger horses. 

On the 21st August I received orders to proceed to Lethbridge to investigate a 
jdisease that had broken out among the horses of “K” Division, from which a 
number had died. This disease proved to be “typhoid fever,” showing the same 
symptoms as those exhibited in the human subject, post-mortem appearances being 
exactly the same, which made the disease impossible to mistake. 

During my stay with “K” Division I visited the detachments at Kipp’s Coulée, 
‘Milk River Ridge and the Writing-on-Stone. From Lethbridge I proceeded to 
Battleford, and there found eight horses suffering from “ typhoid fever,” showing the 

same symptoms as those presented by the horses of “ K” Division. 
| In the treatment of these cases the same course was adopted, as near as possible, as 
that followed by the majority of medical men, and proved successful in seven out of 
the eight cases. The horse that died had been doing well for two weeks and 
yppeared to be recovering very fast, when an effusion of serum at the base of the 
orain brought on paralysis, terminating in death, 
| Before leaving Battleford the other seven horses had so far recovered that I had 
hheir rations slightly increased. 
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There is no doubt but the infection of this disease was brought from Miller’s 
Ranch, on the Marias River, in Montana, where two horses that had stampeded from 
Writing-on-Stone detachment were found. Out of fourteen horses owned by Miller, 
attacked by, I presume, the same disease, twelve died. In two or three days after 
these two Police horses were brought back they showed every symptom of typhoid 
fever, one of them dying in a very short time, the other ultimately recovering. The 
disease rapidly spread to other horses of the Writing-on-Stone detachment, and from 
there to horses of other detachments. 

Nearly every horse that contracted typhoid, and could not be sheltered, owing to 
the distance they were from the Post, and those that were allowed to run out during 
the day time, died. The heat of the sun and the exercise they took tended to increase 
the fever. 

In my opinion, typhoid was spread over a considerable portion of north- 
western Montana, western stock journals occasionally mentioning outbreaks of a 
mysterious disease that was killing numbers of horses in that portion of the State. 

Stringent measures should, therefore be taken to prevent the spread of typhoid 
to the range horses, should another outbreak occur. Horses coming from Montana, 
should be carefully examined by competent veterinary surgeons. 

I would again beg to call your attention to the necessity of having new stables at 
this Post, and that you urge upon the Department the necessity of building new ones. 

A new infirmary is especially needed. At present there isno way that horses suf- 
fering from contagious or infectious diseases can be isolated, should any horse be 
brought in suffering from mange, glanders or other infectious or contagious diseases, 
any of which might spread and do an enormous amount of damage before they could 
be stamped out. Asthere is no drainage or proper means of ventilation, a very serious 
outbreak of disease is liable to occur at any time. 


SADDLES. 


While visiting the outposts where the “Hutchins” double cinche saddles are in 
use, I made particular enquiries about these saddles from the men using them. They 
all spoke very highly of them, informing me that they found them more comfortable 
to ride in, and as they fitted the horses so well they had not had near as much 
trouble with sore backs and saddle galls as they had had while using the California 
single cinche saddle. 

Trusting that my services and those of the Assistant Veterinary Surgeon and 
Veterinary Staff-Sergeants under my immediate supervision have met with your 
approval, 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


The Commissioner J. BURNETT, 
North-West Mounted Police, Veterinary Surgeon. 
Regina. 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
VETERINARY ReETuRN of Cases treated during the Year 1888. 


Diseases of the respiratory OrgGAans.........6sssesseeesecsoenes vovssegee ccensanen seepenses senses sersaeees seseeranaeeeseers 15 
do BOT ereoectc0n doo <0 cocnosBOUaGOD MeO Ca ae ace 18 
do lynphatics........ ... 12 
do nervous system.. 17 
do Oy Chacsccstseccerssatees 40% T 
do digestive organs...... 506 80 
do ULINGEY, OLSANS cepa eroatrssseenes pert 11 
do PCCALESVSLCM tne. coerecosciedenecce set reseenasceiceeees ts aes 313 
Contagious and infectious diseases.........cc.cecceesseeeeee dcocndtononcn ogecdo pabubetotunabuc copaococbasuacoomoance: 69 
W OWI Se eric seks eacers cusensassepueoesk Gack s Guavecnstias nem esmeeancacensaaeaey Guat sedate oi eee Ree ete ed acne 239 


J. BURNETT, VS. 
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APPENDIX AA. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT VETERINARY SURGEON T, A. 
WROUGHTON, 1888. 


Nortu-West Mounted Poticeg, 
Fort Mac eon, 27th December, 1888. 


Sir,—I have the honor to submit this, my report, for the year ending 20th 
November, 1888. 

During the early part of this year and up to the beginning of May I was in vete- 
rinary charge of the horses of ‘‘ F” Division stationed at Prince Albert. While there 
I was ordered to hand over my charge to Staff-Sergeant Sweetapple and report for 
duty at Regina. ThisI did. The health of the horses at that time was very good, 
with the exception of a few suffering from a mild form of influenza. 

Soon after my arrival in Regina I was ordered to proceed to Fort Macleod, 
which I did, arriving about the 16th May, 1888. I then took over the veterinary 
charge of the district, viz., Macleod and Lethbridge, both Veterinary Surgeon Bur- 
nett and myself recommending the casting of several horses of both divisions, as they 
were unfit for police duty. This was done, and many of them fetched very fair prices, 
considering they were mostly used up horses, their places in the division being. 
filled mostly by young re-mounts purchased about the same time. 

On 17th August, 1888, Superintendent Steele, with men and horses of “D” 
Troop, arrived in Macleod. The horses on the whole, considering the bad roads, 
scarcity of feed and hardships incident to a long trip, where in very good condition, 
with a few exceptions. Most notably among those was one horse which evidently 
must have been suffering from acute laminitis. Effusion having taken place the 
sensitive laminze of both the wall and sole of the foot has been separated from the 
horny lamine. The greater part of the sole and also the wall of the foot had to be 
removed, and the horse has been unfit for duty for a long time. However, he is now 
doing nicely, and I have every reason to believe he will be a useful horse yet. 

Nearly all the re-mounts that were purchased this spring, I am glad to say, have 


turned out very well. A few cases of lameness have occurred, but this is not to be 


wondered at, as the horses were partially broken, and required some hard riding. 
However, none of the injuries were of a serious nature. 

Two of the re-mounts belonging to “K” Division unfortunately contracted the 
disease which carried off quite afew of the horses of that division. The disease was 
brought over from Montana. Two Police horses having strayed over the line on or 
about-the 4th May they were brought back from Miller’s ranche on the 9th of June, 
when one of them was taken sick and brought into the Post for treatment. He subse- 
quently recovered, but will be of little use, as his wind is destroyed. The other horse, 
his companion, a little while afterwards succumbed. I have since learnt that on the 
Miller ranche, out of fourteen horses owned by Mr. Miller, twelve have died. 

The disease at first was very puzzling, the symptoms being undefined and not 
at all diagnostic—a listless, dull appearance; injected mucous membranes; appetite 
capricious or wholly lost; a dry glaring coat, temperature elevated, ranging from 103° 
to 106°; pulse rapid and varied; a watery discharge from one or both nostrils. No 
flinching or pain manifested itself, and no marked abnormal sounds were heard and 
on auscultation, the disease running its course in from five to seven days. Indeed, so 
rapidly did death ensue that in many cases I was unable to arrive before death had 
supervened, although using all possible speed. The majority of horses have died at 
Milk River Ridge and Writing-on-Stone detachments, respectively, forty and seventy 
miles from Lethbridge. 

The disease I believe to be a typhoidal form of influenza, an uncommon and very 
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fatal form, the post-mortem examinations in many cases revealing ulcerations both 
in the large and small intestines ; and in one case especially I noticed ulcers situated 
in close proximity to the ilio-ccecal valve. This I believe to be the chief seat of these 
lesions in human typhoid. 

The disease in itself is of a very serious nature, and added to this, most of the 
horses contracted it whilst on detachment, where proper care, nursing, feeding, &c., 
were out of the question. They could not be moved, and even if they could it would 
have been unwise to have brought them into the fort, as there is no isolated sick 
stable. This I would call your attention to, as I think the headquarters of each Post 
should, if possible, be provided with a hospital stable, and this stable should be 
isolated as much as possible in the event of an outbreak of a contagious nature. 

The outbreak was undoubtedly of a contagious nature, and I believe the medium 
of communication to have been the grass and herbage, soiled by the saliva or excreta 
of infected animals. 

Great care was taken to bury all carcases, and also to destroy all articles likely 
to harbor contagion, whilst other articles, jas saddles, &c., were well washed and 
disinfected. All camps were moved where the disease had shown itself, and some 
had to be shifted two and even three times. Unfortunately, in a force like this it is 
a practical impossibility to keep horses altogether separate, and several team horses, 
whilst conveying rations and stores to the detachments, contracted the disease, 
although every precaution was taken to keep them isolated. 

The disease, I am happy to say, has been entirely stamped out, and considering 
the serious nature of the outbreak I think we may justly congratulate ourselves. 
This is more readily understood when we consider that there is a chain of patrols 
from the mountains to beyond Maple Creek, and that horses from four different divi- 
sions all ran more or less risk of becoming contaminated. 

As regards other contagious diseases, 1 have ordered the destruction of six 
civilian horses in this district, as they were suffering from glanders. No Police 
horses, however, have suffered. 

The stabling at this Post, with the new stable now undergoing erection, will, I 
think, be amply sufficient for all horses. The large frame stable now in use is very 
cold, and I believe it is the intention to take up the board floor and replace it with 
earth. This will be agreat improvement, not only as regards the temperature of the 
stable, but will also be very beneficial to the horses’ feet. 

The hospital stable has been improved lately, and is capable of holding some 
eighteen horses. We have no place, however, for isolating any horses which may be 
suffering or suspected of suffering from any contagious disease. 

A sick stable is also urgently needed at Lethbridge, the headquarters ot “K”’ 
Division. A part of one of the large stables has been partitioned off for that purpose. 
This is better than nothing, but from a sanitary point of view I do not think it is 
advisable. 

The horse-shoe used at this Post has given satisfaction. Horses have to be shod 
frequently, owing to the dry, stony nature of the country round the Post, shoes some- 
times being pulled off bodily the very day they are put on. 

A large number of horses are now on detachment, and are frequently visited by 
myself, and although worked hard they are looking well and in excellent health. 

The horses not in use at the Post, or on detachment, are on herd, about five miles 
from Macleod. These horses are visited by myselt twice a week and are herded by a 
detachment of men told off for that purpose. 

I enclose an appendix of diseases from the 15th May to the 30th November for 
“H” Division, and of “D” Division from 17th August up to the 30th November. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
T. A. WROUGHTON, V5., 
The Commissioner Assistant Veterinary Surgeon. 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


“H” Diviston—Horsszs. 
Veterinary Cases, 15th May to 30th November, 1888. 


‘S iS 2% 
: & & (Jan A fa © 
Diseases. gs iS) oe Veternary Surgeon’s Remarks. 
3° » s 
z CNS) 46 
a Zi 
Acute: laminitis.............cccceeceer 1 6 6 |Returned to duty. 
Burnt with picquet rope.. aK 1 4 4 do dd 
PSEMISCUMILO Diaecnescecseslcaerssecalaress+e*2 1 9 9 do do 
OAUATD Mert ccc ciccccculcvdecdasstetectcss 2 16 8 do do 
MUOUUS erate tesresccdces cane ttecec sees 4 20 5 do do 
WOLOMILIS srocev ee scveestrenscesccteetoesses 1 3 3 do do 
NGAUS Tscestevees Moreenccsatec rede astenrs coaes 17 176 10 do do 
MrOreCepYeDUllssnccadssrcessvetecoaesseors 1 18 18 do do 
IIEGINOUS* WITNEES:.c.000.<.corcicses sess 2 63 31 do do 
Injuries inflicted by a kick.......... 2 63 31 
AYU LO LOTCATM ner.scnsccececorreesses 2 15 ff do do 
COMME UIDIAc-wesedceaeeenenecleces sees 1 7 7 do co 
do BWR UE cancodaeicnann oocoaead) 1 5 5 do do 
do U Piece seca races sssseaslessoneees 1 6 6 do do 
Come SHOUldGIiescsccceceemec eters 1 7 7 do do 
Gk) LOE Ssesncopancuacooe cocoons i 16 16 do do 
COMERCON GOD ni sccceronsessstrersccees 1 12 12 do do 
do pectoral muscles.......... 1 4 4 do do 
Macerated fotlock............0< sess. 1 27 27 do do ; 
AINGDRTIUG <cacccescscssscaesentecnesieceessses 1 5 5 do do 
INE VICUIATATTOTILIS......,01esereceseens it 10 10 JRelieved, and at work. 
OverereaChinr.cssccsccccescacctsceccceess 1 4 4 do do 
ODONTOL Cc accacacenasvsssoneesssneessteres 1 84 84 do do 
IMICE LECbitesccesecscoccescereecntees 1 7 7 |Returned, and sent to Edmonton. 
Partialrupture of perforanstendon 1 16 16 |Returned to duty. 
BN CLured Dy, OL ..,.0....scceenreees 1 10 10 do do 
do nails in feet........... 2 27 134 do do 
RSD tStercts hice essvsccnossaessceaccerrs 3 70 23 do do 
PICLIOUS | ADSCESS:..2.eceesesecewinneoesers 1 23 23. |Cast and sold. 
Dprained fetlock.,..s-.s<-sessseses +0 4 44 11 {Returned to duty. 
Sprained shoulder................sse00es 1 6 6 do do 
Sprain of suspensory ligament..... 1 5 5 do do 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


“DPD” Drviston—Horsss. 
Veterinary Cases, 17th August to 30th November, 1888. 


Se ew n 
eed ae > 22 
sf 1as | es 
. 3 3 es Qa oO . 
Diseases. gs iS) Oo Veterinary Surgeon’s Remarks. 
5° 3B = © 
Za iz ° s 
Acute laminitis...........coe serve 1 8 8 [Returned to duty. 
Braisedttrogercc-cacteteesosstsccsensreee 2 10 do do 
Catarrlii.sccsicsctessciessedecessosseesaaaess 2 20 10 do do 
Contracted hoof..........0s.scsssaaes 1 4 do do 
ORY Zanessareessleeeoswaincceresoscercar ss ] 3 3 do do 
DROPSYeectececsesscesecciceceeveseeunecttes 1 15 15 do do 
Erysipilas........ 1 36 36 do do 
Inflamed Dback......... ssc SOcBGoOCe 1 17 17 do do 
Uy MAPH An Pits cceescesscecsostenteeeeses- 1 8 8 do do 
PUNCTURE Mesevsdssesechasecceaaseciesst eres: %, 9 4} do do 
Quarter Crack.rs.scsccseercesdvesccooss 1 9 9 do do 
Saddlengallsien a. ccoessoscarsasiectan 2 36 18 do do 
SLBLeCt hie Usb aanesdoce Gencoapacccooeconeanan 1 91 91 |Doing well and will soon be fit for duty. 
SIG OMG wecccret--escevscrstsretere-nsres 1 38 38 |On herd; relieved; only fit for slow work.. 
Ditfastesrs-ccccswedecanseress deteesesesores 2 26 13‘ |Returned to duty.’ 
Splintigensescstedcccssvecscscectnsseaees 1 14 14 do ty) 
Sprained fetlock...........s006secercers 1 8 8 do do 
do SMOULGAER ecoccoccssiessese>: 1 38 38 do do 
do CONGON <0. cccsseneciseneseens 1 6 6 do do 
Mh righ’, .t-sccssctelle <a cco degoseereceseceese 1 5 5 do do 
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APPENDIX BL, 


RecaprruLation of Criminal and other Cases disposed of in the North-West 
Territories, from Ist December, 1887, to 30th November, L888. 


! \ | | 
(Ele | fo 
ae te 2 eee 
Case. é < Ss Re) bBo 8 s an 
q 5 | 2 @ e | © S S cS 
“So = a Se = ieee 2 S = 
o mo cs} 3S S , © 3S o | O° 
me Ay = ma 5) cs) rn | = 
t | 
INCREATE cop eerereronaeananscs fe hateiae ater ae ee q 3 3 Att 4 6 6; 19! 49 
IDB IOCETRY oo-anadedoqonde6 coogne cuadboTas anpasagoohdoadn LAG Naess 4 2 1 1 | 1 | 4 24 
Illegal possession of liquors Seeds a aoecoacon 21 3 10 Dealt ais it! Sai On ZO 
Seliugsantoxtcants ..:,.. cca © Moneta ee il 5 3 1 10 1 6 | 6 33 
Non-payment of wages Penns sats tn tnioetoetc en Suan ore 1 AG|Renrw ests (sccoscece 1 Lip]nswveesss iq 
IMiird CLS ee cses ats co coc seis se oenssencomann rene DN cssaemidlineneoee ss SocKicBe [SoBACACrE: IOI OCOTe Wzeanorere 3 
Shooting with intent [0 fed +1 (Rema ARG Ror SEAS Kace ae tect ace odoacG | emnodceu | hscnccha se | BReRnAnne i 1h le | 2 
GArCeMyatLOmmtNes PELSON rs ..cs-escscclseeeveesl| cocsesese|(s ceeueeanl are woeall asceaee sell seesecseelinaseeesec UBepctCEee | ily il 
ATA DIN Gee senceecaenorenio sss sclversersesiesocceessces||lscte are onl semesssealsactonen |(tneshes cell vedsinsassll [veces vees LUicssseeee | i 
Creating a disturbance Pe eG Doce noe 2 Galt ee Re nh a ed Cy ee ae 9 16 
Deserting employment...............s.0sssseees Slilenansence Th owsaneces 1 1) ll occeeecoalllaaranenec 6 
PNECeIMp LUG LO MULCH c--sece-le7eseeeetie nae [[sasonies ss Necwscenes lfocsnodea||cesocnédalfacconacc lobecoates| | Sader cad] Bokoedboc BBacenpec 
Accessory tO MUPAEL...............eese0 serene noe IV Iigscoanose Hoposto0na| | asésaresn floooneeeicc (eeseaanet Ibsponccon: lpodco000% 1 
HLOTSOV S LEAL Gerace estieetseunsheomn snare ences bY |i neacrod0ns | aeponadcalloanactaee 4 4 | 2 2 ie 
EE AUICS ites isen tesseecerctuagece esto Seecneee 2 3 1 1 ig eg em lice ete 13 
Cruelty to animials........... sass soarslscessceasmeal (ssacecocelllacssssseell teceonees 1 yy L | oveoereee|erceenses 3 
VATE IN@  jescbdsobodo obdadecagcoscddGnKd noEcIOOS ONeORe 3} tL [escicapoos! anonocace | le rcacenes Li izeesees | 6 1 
Trespass....--..20+ssecesers cersesses soreeenee seseeenes Si Reccee. sel Sees dese aodces pa | devadowwe lor ceewers lisvoseeest Heat Sse | 1 ¢ 
Receiving stolen property.................c0e+|ss1sss00e Hoopaconds |foposa00c AlWAcsdpe call <aaceads|[oosmatecsal 'eceeenctel sep nevece Veeeaerets f 
Indecent assault ..........csceeesseeresee cersenens Wo! led ses eoenees Ieee eel peers Heelasccelealierus Sen Sse. | 2 f 
Malicious injury to Cattle...............ceeeee Ceo iisreeered| tere, om be eee ee Lanisghes dll antastees | 3 4 
Pre ALON IHE 10: SOO tas cc ccteeecses ay cen cqacoutial sane moa wees a Peeeete DAM asteide be ae fai Ria 3 h 
MDI Kis cos cthecesocteceice swale tas «es cmierion tases teacceal| saeccvenlllsesecote 5 2 Zi\eeeemsses foocanndae 2 1] 
Drunk and disorderly ......0:..sssssceeecerees Sulliecesse ss 2 1 | 8 2| 26 T| 49 
Drunk and using obscene language.. .....|....... Aol lGsoqoeas All eecoadparllovosa0eds |tsoaancacelaceactous Ineaeemees | ae 1 
Disturbing publics worshipers: caeenecsencl| Mester sse|odeceseerlllerseessss | conaseccal [aosssc0ca|[assencsbal lacoacnoos (Sewssteetineeanaeet 
LSD Dip ea) CFE 8 ragga. cenoepantenn spoons cedone dacboctNe | ossoadsen 1) Webnceane Ie Brace seco! | agpernind | aceucteed | cpacbarce | 2 
Selling intoxicants to Indians .......-....... Ib Hoapsece 0 ey 1 7 | eocennnoe 5 2 12 
MisCellane@OUss...ccseicccecssssccbackssoecesnmecanee 2 1 lieceteotes 2 2 2 | i | nots abi 
Setting fire to prairie........... Pee econ osaccas TO G)|ceapeeees A soeronest' 1 eres \seaesoets | 122 
Perjury Sie & tO panes Siareo'e cial oleleeecessiccete sine mice heuierer ceil lemacmtenaia’ |ieetetsane | Fil noeeeease lpnenetcs leaeoeeees ‘le 2 
BONY eaves abst cae sans wed panera ees cicas lence Vantec ederere | sesassvransnensen jacecsnens leew saeceat tauren 
NUDE live cvvcs den ceoeies ss ctoedigocoasensncsesucemeeeets 1B eaestasdallaecasosaa laodacceaa 1) laceecneon hodeQatans| leoboconcs 2 
MAM OULU CIT GUOL-nceoteree <r ovevseiaaereseet tees |eecnec00) [bococeatn opacosnes floxagancE (jl saneqaas6)| [ooog0eceg! wongasane 7 
Aiding and abetting smporans eee Badee se |leastneeeel tects seoel ltanzane seal see ven cet! ueceaasies|macesenecl 1 i 
Me 7 LEMEN btecren score tess conte ces wcootteceneee xa 2: \l|\Seackaceell Soesencetllacesees <clinee cesses Waensasas|oner ane leareceuce | 2 
VOUM IN OF foc sares ssccracecsavvioee soneesnnaclonsessl|eneeeseel eateseclsee i llescoct wee 2B || soccessds| acoodnses jf aovenone | 3 
House-breaking..........00--corcsecsessenserenenes BB erioascces 1s |eseenceee loses sss Ul, |) scones ealeaeoeese 4 
RODDERY; ccsne-cess 1c sSeceeete dencuts ccocmeneseGuccreases DA etebes seoliseaessees 1). | Bbosebec iesnesesss \Wecuseees iseneeieell 3 
fiptsiniag railway pass under false pre- | 
TENCES ...... 2202-0000 2000 Stee seseenscesee seecesens LT) [cneieesan||isswsesmne lievsersesal|\sseescass | secescewe|cosonesce|vosevsees ] 
HMeLOUIOUS MASSAUlt cre tars cessor access IF | caseqpocs|| aandéandd |lasoodcsanlloscooned. ‘Loononeson|| axctpoogn |jaxoocougs | 1 
Obstructing police in discharge of duty. IM focbastene | Seances ooogohdsal lecoooooss,|}aoseanG05 | ocosanonny ouEBnSeeS | 1 
MeV OM Viator ete.s ne: --= 5 ccianncnse = -cceacccattesescnecn tee US senonee se secoe wal eeeteeeeel| (sacl dacasilesesueses|lccsaxes Ol Booonseoc 1 
Furious Ariving.......ssseeseecsesersesees sereenees Salreresess SS OOHEA66 | [ba.c och [andbdedte | conccdiorh |leeconosa cee eees 3 
Fighting in public streets ........-.sseeeseseee Daleesce Bese ecco cased Eceec scl osee secellleositsseselllacemmactel| scesrense 2 
Obtaining goods under false Spee aety S| Pieessces Walieeeucsee JE A si5cea008| |aocaacsod lasscenace 4 
Bringing stolen property into Canada....|......... haucosced: 2 NIocesonee A \erenonnen) GSeedded | loceoxcdod|||boosecodc 2 
BteAC HOE COMLEACt.scesvac sceos0e oe concenceenamees liccers<ea||lencmeees AG Soe seosdll cassecsse lerscecavaille cosstee|tecces sss 4 
STURT LE Ag cagerpsenection congbodo0 decb0067 66006800000 |ao0eeened | abseedG||| ogsaNot | Fosadon. I) lossocosea | lponaccdnal oboaceode 5 
WUC SLCAlING.. crarnarerss-aiecenees Macme ce ecces |aess ears |(dences sell bctecee ol mrentares | Lsileed Sekeallweecsees | 2 
Having North-West Mounted Police 
property in unlawful possession......}...ccc---|sssseeeee[eccereees aes IG Seecsnbedl focooneceal eeerrcoce 1 
| 
Moth, Cotreeereaenees 105] 21] 46 | Te] WT eT SGT | 66), 1420 
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To His Excellency the Right Honorable Lord Stanley of Preston, P.C., G.O.B., &c., &e., 
Governor General of Canada, &c., &c. 


May iT PLEASE YouR EXcELLENCY :— 
The undersigned has the honour to lay before Your Excellency the Annual 
Report of the Commissioner of the North-West Mounted Police Force tor the year 


1889. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN A. MACDONALD, 
Minister of Railways and Canals. 


January 11th, 1890 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF 


COMMISSIONER L. W. HERCHMER, 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICH, 1889. 


Norts-West Mountep Povicg, 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER, 
Reaina, 18th December, 1889. 


The Right Honourable 
Sir Jonn A. Macponatp, G.C.B., 
Minister of Railways and Canals, 
Ottawa. 


Sir,—I have the honour to forward my annual report for the year ended the 
30th November, 1889, together with the annual reports of the following officers for 
the same period :— 

The Assistant Commissioner, 
Inspecting Superintendent Cotton, 
Superintendent Mclllree, 

do 


Gagnon, 
do Deane, 
do Steele, 
do Perry, 
do Griesbach, 
do Antrobus, 
do Jarvis, 


Inspector Sanders, 

do McGibbon, 
Senior Surgeon Jukes. 
Assistant Surgeon Aylen, 


do do  Paré, 
do do Dodd, 
do do Fraser, 
do do Haultain, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Bain, 
do do Mewburn, 
do do ‘Tofield, 


Hospital Sergeant Braithwaite, 
Veterinary Surgeon Burnett, 

Assistant Veterinary Surgeon Wroughton, 
Veterinary Sergeant Pringle. 


PATROLS. 


The attached map will show a considerable change in the routes taken by our 
patrols during the last year, caused in many instances, by the entire absence ot 
water on old routes, and in some, by the increase of settlements, necessitating more 
extended patrols. As a result, horse-stealing even among Indians, has almost to- 

13—1 


to 


tally disappeared from the list of crimes. Some animals are still stolen from across 
the line, but are invariably recovered and returned to the United States authorities. 
Several reported cases of bringing stolen horses into Canada have occurred, but on 
investigation the charges have fallen through. 

One Brazier who committed a brutal murder in Montana fled to this side 
with a stolen horse, was promptly arrested and handed over to the United States 
sheriff, without extradition, he having waived his right. The horse is still in our 
possession, waiting the arrival of the owner. 

Our patrols have been the means of preventing the arrival of glandered horses 
in this country from the States on several occasions, and many suffering from this 
disease have been detected and destroyed in our own territory. 

Very few desertions have been reported to us from the United States Army, 
and very few bad characters have drifted to our side of the line. 

The erection of comfortable outposts has, as foreshadowed in my last report, 
received a great deal of attention, most comfortable quarters have been erected 
at Kipp, Porcupine Hills, St. Marys, Writing-on-stone, Milk River Ridge, and other 
places, and great improvements have been made at many other outposts, notably 
Banff, where new officer’s quarters and an orderly room have been erected. The 
skilled and other labour, on all these improvements, has been done entirely by 
police, and the clerk of pblic works and other qualified critics who have seen 
much of the work speak in the highest praise of the workmanship and comparative 
cost; a great saving to the department, as well as increased efficiency, will 
ensue. At Kipp, we were paying $27.50 per month for a poor house and stable ; 
at the cost of about $1,500 we have erected splendid barracks, stable, outhouses 
and corral, which afford us ample accommodation : competent men value these impro- 
vements at $2,500. The erection of other outposts will enable us to keep men 
out all winter so that when the weather moderates the patrols can start out at 
once, and return to buildings if the weather becomes dangerous without travelling, 
in some cases 160 miles from quarters as formerly, and saving the men and horses 
from great hardships and risk. I propose, with your consent, to erect numerous 
outposts next year, thus doing away almost entirely with tents, which owing 
to the high gales are very short lived requiring constant renewal and entailing 
great expense. 

During September, the Honourable the Minister of Customs was driven, in 
Police transport, along our line of patrols on the frontier. These patrols now 
extend from Gretna—28 miles east of the Red River to the Rocky Mountains—a 
distance of about 800 miles, and most of the Customs Department work on this 
immense line is done by my command, 

The force sent into Manitoba last year for frontier duty, in connection with 
the Departments of Customs and the Interior, has been considerably augmented, 
and is still under the command of Inspector McGibbon. The issue of wood permits 
is almost entirely in the hands of our men, and between their various vocations 
they have plenty to do, and I think both Departments are satisfied with our work, 

The wishes of settlers for increased Police protection have, when after proper 
inquiry found necessary, invariably been complied with. 

For the first time, Police were sent into Keewatin at the request of the Lieu- 
tenant Governors of Manitoba, and the North West Territories. A party under 
Inspector Begin, proceeded to Grand Rapids on the first boat, and remained in the 
vicinity part of the summer with the view of preventing the importation of liquor 
into the northern portions of the North West Territories, via the Saskatchewan, 
without permits. ‘The low state of the water in the river however, prevented the 
steamers from running, and the party was withdrawn, While there Inspector 
Begin collected a great deal of information which the Lieutenant Governor of 
Manitoba has acknowledged. 

In addition to the usual duty patrols, escorts accompanied His Excellency the 
Governor General in his visits to the various parts of the Territories, and all the 
transport required for himself and party was provided without extra expense. Some 
increased work was necessarily thrown on the regular patrols who were required 


to do more mileage, owing to the temporary absence of their comrades, but no 
accidents, or damage to men or departmental property, occurred in consequence. 

His Excellency was pleased to express his gratification at the appearance and 
efficiency of the different detachments that came under his immediate observation. 

Transportation was also furnished His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, when 
required fur his northern trip, and the usual escorts have been furnished at the 
opening and prorogation of the North West Council. Transportation was also 
furnished the Deputy Minister of the Interior during his trip to Prince Albert and 
Battleford, and other assistance required has been extended to the Indian and 
other Departments." 

Every assistance has been rendered to us during the year by the Uses. 
authorities, and particularly by Colonel Otis, commanding the United States troops 
at Fort Assiniboine, and we have endeavored upon all occasions to reciprocate the 
help thus given. 


INDIANS. 


This season has been very unfortunate for Indians living on the reserves, 
where farming occupied most of their time, as the extremely dry weather has ren- 
dered the crops very unsatisfactory. In spite of this many of the bands are working 
hard and have prepared considerable land for next year. 

The bands in the vicinity of Regina have supplied a large proportion of police 
hay and would have supplied more if a disastrous prairie fire had not oceurred. 
Their hay is the best we have received and I hope that bands near the other police 
posts will tender next year. 

Potatoes are an enormous price all over this year, caused by settlers not paying 
as much attention to this crop as it deserves, many of the potatoes required for 
the force could be supplied by Indians, who, as a rule, are very successful potato 

rowers. 

All the Indians in the Territories have behaved remarkably well this year, ex- 
cept the Bloods who give a good deal of annoyance. These Indians are still well 
armed and are frequently off their reserves, which, as the vicinity is being rapidly 
occupied, is not calculated to improve the condition of things. 

There has been but one crime of any consequence in the Territories resulting, 
as it did, in the death of a squaw at Calgary, the circumstances attending this case 
were particularly revolting, and the Indians were quite exercised to see if a white 
man named Fiske, who committed the deed, would be punished as he deserved. 

Every assistance has been rendered to the Indian Department and the various 
payments have been conducted under police escort without any mishap. 


LIQUOR, 


The liquor question is in nearly the same position it was last year, there is still 
a considerable outcry against the enforcement of the Act in the various towns, but 
not nearly as much as last year’ The facility of obtaining permits for the sale of four 
per cent beer and the great improvement in the quality of thatarticle has, to a large 
extent, lessened the demand for stronger beverages, and | think there has been much 
less drunkenness in the country; certainly the free use of four per cent. beer in the 
police posts where canteens have been established for its sale, has made a very great 
difference in the conduct of the men. 

It is generally conceded that permission to brew beer in the Territories under 
proper restrictions would have a beneficial result, besides in a great measure allaying 
the considerable discontent that undoubtedly exists. Barley grows well, and in some 
sheltered places, hops, but at present they are unsaleable. Home breweries would keep 
a considerable amount of money in the country and afford a market to farmers for 
grain which they could with great advantage grow, as it can be sown long after 
the season for sowing wheat and oats expires. I myself have sown barley on 12th, 
June and reaped a good crop on 10th, September. 
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A good deal of contraband liquor has been captured and spilled, the largest 
consignment valued at $1,700, being seized and destroyed at Calgary last month. 

Great inducements are held out to our men to allow liquor to come in without 
permit, and in one instance $1,000, was offered to a corporal to go on pass for 
three weeks. 'This corporal has been particularly successful in capturing liquor and 
is greatly in the way of professional smugglers. 

Very few instances have come to our notice in which liquor has been given to 
Indians. Hop beer has frequently however been sold to Indians, but the vendors 
have generally proved that the beer was doctored with tobacco, &c., by the Indians 
before drinking, and the prosecutions have consequently fallen through. The 
Bloods discovered a cache on their reserve in November, and indulged very freely, 
one Indian being wounded in the row which ensued. 


HORSES. 


We atill continue to purchase only western horses raised on the prairie, and as 
the class of these horses is improving rapidly, we see no reason for again purchasing 
in the east. The remounts we obtained this year, numbering 125, are the best 
bought, during my command, and show a good deal of breeding and improved 
action. Unless greater care is taken, however, in the mating of mares and 
stallions, I fear that the supply of horses required for police purposes, and 
raised in the Territories, will fall short. Every horse of the right stamp offered was 
purchased this year. Many of the best shaped horses are blemished, caused by 
careless handling, but the majority of those shown are not up to the weight required, 
and many, although powerful, are ill-shaped and without action. There are plenty 
of first-class stallions and many good mares, but little judgment is shown in breeding 
them. The best mares for breeding police horses from are those on the North-West 
Cattle Company’s ranche, on the ranche formerly owned by the late Mr. Strong and 
now managed by Mr. Cleveland, and those on the Oxarart ranche at Davis Lake, 
south-west of Maple Creek. 

The best stallions for our purposes are, I think, those of the Quorn ranche, of 
which Mr. Barter is manager. I expect, however, that a roadster stallion at the 
North-West Cattle Company’s ranche will, if put to picked mares, breed very excel- 
lent weight carriers. 

Days were advertised on which we would buy horses at certain places, and most of 
the horses purchased were from the three ranches above named, although many of our 
best horses were bought from small breeders who only showed two or three horses, The 
weather so far has been most favorable, and the horses are rolling fat. There has 
been some distemper among the ranche horses, but little serious sickness. In 
the north, we, as well as the settlers, have lost a good many horses from typhoid 
fever ; this disease has been particularly fatal at Prince Albert, and a horse once 
attacked is not much good again, as although recovered to all appearances they are 
always delicate. ‘“F” Division at Prince Albert suffered most, forty men patrolled 
to Regina, arriving there in September, and meeting forty men of “ C” Division at 
Saskatoon, marched with them to Regina, and returned north in October, curiously 
“FR” lost five horses from this disease, while “CO,” who were with them for some 
weeks, and the Depot and “ B” who were with them at Regina, never had a horse 
attacked at all. The extraordinary drought all over the country has been excessively 
hard on horses, and the “C” and “ F” patrols above mentioned under Superintendent 
Perry had to travel on one day 40 miles, and on the next 42 miles, without water. 
This is bad enough for picked horses and a flying patrol, but when it is considered 
that there were eighty men mounted, without spare horses, and twelve heavily 
loaded teams the distances are enormous. Great credit is due Superintendent 
Perry and all ranks for the splendid condition of the horses on arrival, every horse 
in work and an entire absence of sore backs and shoulders. The patrol came via 
Saskatoon and MooseJaw, a distance of 300 miles in twelve days, and returned via 
the route of the Long Lake Railway and Saskatoon, 350 miles in ten days. 


All ranks usually display great judgment in the care of their horses, and the 
better the horse is the more care it gets and will continue to receive. All horses 
that can be spared have been turned out for the winter; the run will do them a 
great deal of good, and will enable many stale horses to do several years hard 
patrolling, as most of them are young and only require rest. Beyond wind galls 
and other slight evidences of hard work there are very few blemished horses in the 
force; this absence of blemishes was particularly noticed by Lieutenant Hofacker 
of the German army, who was also much astonished at the activity and surefooted- 
ness of our horses when drilling on rough ground. A good many horses have 
poor feet, and while suitable for slow work are quite out of place in the force, 
and I shall recommend that they be cast and sold in the spring and remounts pur- 
chased. The sales of cast horses this year has been generally successful, a few 
having realized about the price we pay for remounts, while most of the others have 
brought their value. The remounts purchased this year have turned out remark- 
ably well, and by next spring will be in fine condition for patrolling. 

125 remounts were purchased during the year, 39 horses were cast and sold, 
42 died, including 12 burnt at Edmonton, 14 were destroyed either on account of 
glanders or broken legs which precluded recovery, and two horses were lost, these 
will, in all probability, be found later on. The following are the names of the set- 
tlers and number of horses purchased from each, from which it will be seen that 
our patronage has been well distributed :— 
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Names. Place. Number. 
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The highest price paid for these horses was $125 and the lowest $90, the 
price being invariably regulated by quality. 

All cast horses are valued by a board, afterwards approved by me on personal 
inspection, and the value so fixed becomes the upset price when they are sold by 
auction, 

There are now in the force as Veterinary Surgeons and Assistants, seven quali- 
fied Veterinary Surgeons, and a knowledge of simple veterinary work is becoming 


diffused throughout the force resulting in greater care of sick horses, which together 
with improved stable accommodation must result to advantage. These Veterinary 
Surgeons being scattered over the country where there are no qualified prac- 
titioners are of immense service to the community and warrant settlers importing 
high class stock. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS, 


No new saddles have been purchased during the year; all head collars and 
halters required have been made under the supervision of Saddler Major Horner, 
whose workmanship is most satisfactory, and a large number of saddles have been 
overhauled, relined and generally put in a state of repair, and witha few new saddles 
to replace ones past repair it is expected that we will be effective in this respect for 
another year. Our saddles are now made in Canada and are quite equal in every 
respect to those manufactured by Messrs. Main & Winchester of San Francisco, Our 
harness is in very good order indeed, and only a few sets will be required next year, 
principally heavy harness. Constant exposure to damp, drought and frost in the field, 
together with poor saddle rooms, have a bad effect. Atall posts except Regina, this fall 
will see good warm saddle rooms, where harness can be carefully cleaned and dried. At 
Regina in a few days, we expect to have harness rooms instead of hanging it to the 
stalls, but no fires will be allowed on account of contiguity to stables. Next year I 
hope to have a good harness room built for cleaning harness and saddles, where it 
will be safe to have fires. The harness and saddlery generally all over the force is 
exceedingly well kept, and is not only well looked after, as far as circumstances will 
permit, on patrol, but on its return to quarters is carefully cleaned. All martingales, 
pole straps, hopples, reins, headcollars, halters, hame and side straps and all repairs 
are made by constables of the force, and occasionally sets of harness. 

Weare also making onr own sword and cross belts, pistol holders, bandoliers and 
many other small articles. 


FORAGE. 


I regret to inform you that there will be a large increase in the cost of forage 
this year, The extreme drought caused hay to be a light crop all over and at 
Macleod it is of indifferent quality, although costing $20 per ton. Every endeavor 
was made to get gaod hay, but little could be had and that was hauled 40 miles and 
over, At all other posts the hay was slightly dearer than last year, except Prince 
Albert, where it was about the same, but the quality was good, and with great care 
necessitated by a smaller quantity having been purchased at most posts, the cost of 
hay will not over much exceed last year’s, Oats have gone up enormously every- 
where, except Edmonton and Fort Macleod where the price is about the same as last 
year, the price at Battleford, where there is no crop, being $1.25 per bushel. 
‘At Prince Albert we were fortunate in securing a quantity of oats from the 
Department of the Interior at a fair rate. At Regina oats are 54 cents. 
Macleod is, taking hay, oats and bran together, the dearest post for forage, 
but we winter out as many horses as possible to save forage, this practice 
is carried out at all posts except Edmonton, Prince Albert and Battleford where 
it does not pay on account of the steady cold weather. We find our horses winter 
as well in the valley of the Qu’Appelle as in any part of the Territories, even 
our few old Canadian horses do well if turned out in good order. 

Hay is generally taken by measurement as last year, and every lawful means is 
adopted to divide the contracts up among individual settlers. 

The best hay at Regina has been purchased from Indians who haul it over thirty 
miles, 

Our hay is generally exceedingly well stacked and there is very little loss in 
consequence. 

It takes a little over 900 lbs. of hay per month for each horse, this includes 
bedding, the coarsest portions, which the horses do not eat being used for that 
purpose. In winter we feed from 6 to 8 ibs. of oats to saddle horses according to 


work except when patrolling, when it is necessary to feed 12 lbs. Team horses get 
up to 15 Ibs. per diem according to work and requirements of different horses. 


TRANSPORT. 


The transport generally is in very fair order and weare well supplied, although 
some of the heavy waggons from constant wear are getting shaky and require repairs 
after every trip. Next year a few heavy waggons and buckboards will be wanted. 

While the light waggons and buckboards made in Canada for our use are 
generaly good, I regret to report that I have yet to see a lumber waggon made in 
Canada which will stand work in the excessively rough country we patrol, particu- 
larly in the Cypress Hills and the MacLeod district. In fact a rancher will not buy 
a Canadian made lumber waggon if he can get one made by a good American firm 
hike the Studenbaker or Schuttler. Canadian waggons cannot stand a sidling rocky 
road. 

Our winter transportis generally good, but we shall require a few light sleighs 
for fast work, as well as a few heavier ones for freight. 


ARMS, 


We are still using the Winchester carbine and although there are great com- 
plaints about them, I think they will last another year by supplying a number of 
them with new barrels, many of the old ones being badly honeycombed, and others 
with the parts required. The sighting of many of them is also defective, but up to 
400 yards the good shots make very fair shooting. 

I would strongly recommend that a limited number, say twenty, of the new 
British Cavalry carbine be procured, with a supply of amunition, and if after a 
careful trial they are found suitable, 200 be obtained, later on the whole force could 
be re-armed as required. 

The Winchester ammunition manufactured by the Dominion Cartridge Co., sent 
to Maple Creek, gave great dissatisfaction, and I am certain that through some 
irregularity in the inspection before being sent out by the company some bad ammu- 
nition came into our possession. 

An exhaustive trial was made here and ammunition of the same make gave 
satisfaction, 

Our Enfield revolvers are generally in first class order, and the ammunition is 
good, but the cartridges are too heavily loaded with powder, a slight reduction in 
which would ensure better shooting. 


BARRACKS. 


Great improvements have been made during the year in the barracks at Battle- 
ford where the men’s quarters have been plastered and generally repaired. A neat 
fence is now being construced round these barracks, the post holes having been dug 
by indigent Half-breeds. 

At Fort Saskatchewan, a new barrack room has been erected, which Inspecting 
Superintendent Cotton reports as being well built and comfortable. (See his report.) 
A new officer’s quarters has been put up, and many other improvements made, cal- 
culated to increase the comfort of the division there. At Edmonton, owing to the 
loss of the stables by fire at the Hudsons Bay post, one mile from town, we moved 
into quarters in the town itself; this change is most beneficial, as we now have ex- 
cellent buildings, good stables, &c., right in the business part of the town, and the 
duty can be performed in a more satisfactory manner. 

At Calgary, the new barrack building, partially occupied last winter, has been 
completed, and is, undoubtedly, the best and most convenient in our Force. It holds 
one hundred men comfortably, and contains splendid messroom, kitcken, scullery, 
and bath rooms, the latter in the basement, which is the whole size of the building, 
and affords fine storage for coal. A new and convenient hospital and a guard room 
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have also been built, the latter is, however, too small for Calgary, and an addition 
will be required next year, to contain a kitchen and six more cells. A new waggon 
shed, constructed chiefly out of the material from the old hospital and other build- 
ings pulled down, will be a great saving to the transport, which hitherto has had 
to stay outin all weathers. A new orderly room and a new Inspector’s quarters are 
now the only buildings actually required, and I would recommend their construction 
at once when the post will be complete; at present all the Inspectors have to live in 
town which is very inconvenient. 

At Banff, a new officers quarters anda new orderly room has been built entirely 
by our own men, and a neat fence put round the barracks. 1 would recommend that 
the present men’s quarters be taken down removed and turned into stables, and that 
a new men’s quarters be built of logs by the men themselves. 

At MacLeod it has been found necessary to turn the saddlers shop into officers’ 
quarters and an old stable into a recreation room, while the burning of the bake 
house necessitated turning the old carpenters’ shop—much too small for the post— 
into a bake house, and building a new carpenters’ shop; all this work was done by 
our men, The men’s quarters have also been repaired, painted and kalsomined. The 
whole post is in good repair, and brick chimneys having wherever practicable been 
substituted for tin ones, there is much less danger from fire. New officers’ quarters 
are much required as one officer has to live in town. 

The increase of married officers affords me a great deal of uneasiness. In the first 
place we have no quarters for so many married men, and in the second place it is 
impossible to move them always when required. 

At Lethbridge great improvements have been made, the fences painted, trees 
planted, the roads graded and a new hospital has been finished, as well as a large addi- 
tion made to the recreation room. This post only requires a new orderly room to 
complete it, but the poor construction of all the earlier buildings, particularly the 
men’s quarters, will be a constant expense. All the plastered walls will have to be 
sheeted with wood, as the rocking of the buildings, caused by poor bracing, cracks 
the plaster as fast as it is repaired ; this will, however, strengthen the buildings con- 
siderably. 

At Medicine Hat the barracks are in good order the plastering having been 
repaired by our own men, the whole post will require painting next year, and the 
officer’s quarters should be papered. 

At Maple Creek considerable repairs to plaster and woodwork have been made 
by our men; a carpenter’s shop.is being erected out of the logs from the building pur- 
chased with Gordon Quick’s land, and the old carpenter’s shop is being turned into a 
saddle room, there having becn none at that post hitherto. This post will require a 

ood deal of expenditure next year, a new hospital is a necessity, also a sick horse 
stable, and the barracks will require painting and general repairs. 


At Prince Albert a small magazine and a small hospital are very much needed, 
the room at present used for hospital purposes would then make a good recreation 
room, slight repairs may be wanted next year. 


At Regina an excellent riding school has been completed and taken over, and 
we now have ample accommodation for all our transport in the lean-to sheds 
attached to it, With the completion of the new tank, now in course of erection, 
I think our fire system will be good. The roads in the square have been re-gravelled 
and are now good. A new board walk has been laid round the square, the old one 
being re-laid to meet the one from town. Considerable improvements have also 
been made in the recreation room, canteen, sergeants’ mess, and next year I shall 
recommend the erection of a good office, as the present one is a portable building 
with wretched accommodation and no vault for important papers in case of fire. 


A good deal of painting and general repairs will necessarily be required, as 80 
many of our buildings were originally of the frailest description. The men’s barracks 
now on the ground require raising two feet, the ground excavated and a cellar 
put under the whole length of both buildings the same as Calgary. It is quite 
impossible to keep the rooms clean as the water off the square actually runs in- 
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to the buildings, and the present small cellars are unhealthy and dangerous places 
for furnaces. 

The very worst thing in connection with the barracks is the want of furniture. 
We require iron cots, iron legged tables and benches, when our rooms would have a 
neat and comfortable appearance. 


STABLES, 


A new stable to hold 48 horses has been erected at Macleod with all the latest 
improvements, and the old stables at Calgary have been generally repaired and 
paved, the walls being sided and the whole exterior painted. New stables to hold 
60 horses are being built at Regina in addition to a very comfortable sick horse 
stable. The stables at all posts are good except at Fort Saskatchewan where a new 
one is much required. Considerable alterations in the stables at Maple Creek must 
be made next year and a new sick stable to hold eight horses put up. 

At Edmonton the Hudson Bay Company’s stable occupied by us having been 
destroyed by fire, we moved into new quarters in the town and the stables are very 
convenient. 


RECRUITS. 


The recruits numbering 163 that have joined during the last year are generally 
very fine men and well adapted for our service, few of them being over 25 years of 
age; when enlisted beyond that age, unless already good horsemen, they seldom 
become so, and after that age are slow to pick up the ways of the country. 

The time of 122 men expired during the year, and of that number 72 re-engaged 
without leaving, and 17 who took their discharge have since rejoined, so that in 
effect only 33 out of the 122 time expired men actually severed their connection 
with the force. 

Ten men rejoined from desertion, 39 were discharged by purchase, men having 
in most cases got good situations or come into money, 12 were discharged as 
invalids, 29 were dismissed in most cases for drunkenness, which is unpardonable 
in a police force, and one was drowned—Reg. No. 2181, Constable Perry, in the 
Belly River on the 8th June last; one constable shot himself while temporarily 
insane, and one, Constable Masterton, died at Calgary of heart disease. 

Only 7 men deserted from Regina this year against 22 last year. As Regina is 
my headquarters I am more immediately responsible for the discipline at that post. 
The above figures hardly sustain the newspaper charges made against my treat- 
ment of the force. 


DISCIPLINE, 


The discipline of the force is steadily improving, and with the exception of 
some drunkenness there have been no serious offences. With one or two exceptions 
the non-commissioned officers have given their officers every assistance. 

Although some of the constables are stationed over 100 miles from their officers, 
their conduct has been excellent and their appearance smart. A great many distin- 
guished gentlemen who have visited the Territories during the past summer have 
come into immediate contact with the police at most out-of-the-way places, and I 
am assured that the conduct and appearance of the men was excellent. 

The force was well drilled last spring before the patrols started, and whenever 
opportunities offered advantage has been taken since. The patrolling has been very 
heavy this year, and some few men have not had as much drill as they require, but 
will get it this winter. 

The visit of His Excellency the Governor General to Regina occasioned a 
review of about 200 men from ‘“B,” “OC,” “F” and the Depot Divisions, and His 
Excellency was pleased to express his approval of the steadiness of the men and 
horses, which he repeated after seeing the force at various points in the west, both 
on the road and on parade. 
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PHYSIQUE. 


The physique of the force continues to improve; the recruits enlisted during the 
past year have been generally well built, active, smart young men, and very few of 
them over twenty-five yoars of age. The average height of the whole force is 
5 feet 94 inches, and the average chest measurement 37% inches. 


KITS. 


'The kits issued during the year have generally been of the best description ; 
the ankle boots were complained of at Macleod, were the roads and square are 
very stony. Complaints are still made that the cloak and cape is not as good as the 
former blue one, especially in wet weather. 

I would respectfully suggest that no breeches be purchased under the size 
required for men 5 ft. 8 in. in height, as the very few constables we have under that 
standard can easily have their breeches altered. 

The fur coats (Russian lamb) are now giving great satisfaction; all those 
issued this year are lined with check union cloth, with fast dye, which does not 
destroy the tunic; the coat is a little heavy, but looks well, wears well, and is 
decidedly warm and strong, and I would recommend its adoption as our sealed 
pattern. For the past two years fur coats have not been issued as kit, but issued on 
loan, I find this system impracticable, as it is impossible, with our many transfers 
and a short supply of coats, to keep track of them, and a sufficient number for all 
members of the force should be supplied before next winter. 

The duck suit is still very satisfactory, but the cap is found, outside fatigue 
work about barracks, to be of little use, and in wet weather it is no protection 
against rain, and also loses all shape. 

Iam more than ever of opinion that a heavy felt hat, of a uniform pattern 
should be adopted for patrol work, and that they be kept on repayment. 

I would again recommend that loose breeches of some strong material be kept 
on repayment for patrol use, and would further draw your attention to the necessity 
of supplying pea coats of the same description as those about to be issued on 
repayment. In the spring and fall these coats are most useful, and are very smart- 
looking when properly made. 


PAY. 


The pay of non-commissioned officers and men, except the Sergeant Major and 
Supply Store Sergeant at Headquarter’s is liberal, and compares favorably with the 
earnings of citizens, The Sergeant Major and Supply Sergeant at Headquarters 
should have an increase of 50 cents per diem; their work is undoubtedly hard and 
very responsible, very much more 80 than that of any other non-commissioned officers 
in the force. 

When it is borne in mind that non-commissioned officers get their kit free, 
comparison between their pay and that of officers is not favourable to the latter, and 
while the pay of Inspectors just joined is sufficient for the service they render, that 
of senior Inspectors is not enough for their responsibilities. No extra pay is allowed 
for the Adjutant, Quartermaster, Paymaster and Secretary, all of whom do an enor- 
mous amount of extra work and frequently have to do Orderly Officer’s duty as well. 
l would respectfully suggest that the rates of pay of inspectors be graded from its 
present rate, $1,000, to $1,300. Superintendents who receive $1,400, are respon. 
sible not only for the peace and safety of their districts, but for the paying of 
100 men without any extra allowance, and if they remain Superintendents for 
twenty years, as in all probability many of them will, there is no increase in salary. 
In three and three-quarter years there has only been one promotion from Inspector 
to Superintendent, so that the outlook is gloomy. If the salaries of Superintendents 
were graded from $1,400 to $1,800 per annum some encouragement would be held 
out to them for the future, 
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The salary of the Assistant Commissioner is only $1,600 per annum, and as this 
was fixed when the force only contained 300 men, I think it should be graded from 
$2,000 to $2,400, according to length of service. 

But, without exception, the worst paid men in the force are the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons; the senior only receives $700 per annum and no kit, and the 
junior $600. Previous to promotion these gentlemen received $540 per annum, 
free kits, and few expenses. The value of the horses in the force is about 
$150,000, and the work and skill expected and rendered by these officers is of a very 
high order; both are thoroughly competent men, and are unremitting in their atten- 
tion to the horses, and I would respecttully suggest that their salary be placed on 
the same footing as the Inspectors. In addition to their professional duties, both 
these officers do barrack duty when required, 


TARGET PRACTICE. 


The shooting of the force generally has greatly improved this year, and target 
practice was completed in all divisions except “K” at Lethbridge, which, owing to 
the excessive patrolling, will have to take advantage of every moderation in the 
weather this winter. 

Great interest is taken in rifle shooting, and I hope you will sanction our sending 
a team to Ottawa for the Dominion matches next year. I would respectfully draw 
your attention to my recommendation last year that the best shot in each division, 
and the best in the force , should receive extra pay. 


RATIONS. 


The rations have been excellent and very few instances have occurred of 
inferior articles being offered by contractors. The price of beef is steadily falling 
and I have no doubt the competition of the Canadian Agricultural, Coal and Coloniza- 
tion Company, now starting butcher shops along the Canadian Pacific Railway, will 
further reduce the price. The general failure of the potato crop has considerably 
increased the cost of rations, and at Battleford, owing to the cost of freight, it has 
been found impossible to supply potatoes. Compressed vegetables have been sent in, 
and an extra allowance of beans will be made. The want of potatoes, nevertheless, 
will be severely felt by the men. 


FUEL, 


Fuel is very reasonable at Edmonton, Battleford and Prince Albert. At the two 
latter places wood only is burned, while at the former a proportion of coal mined 
under the town is used, and the wood at all posts is purchased, as much as possible, 
direct from the settlers, the ready money thus obtained being a boon to them. 

At all other posts coal is used principally from the Lethbridge mines. We are 
now trying coal from the Sheep Creek, Anthracite, Medicine Hat and Lethbridge 
mines in the furnaces at Calgary. Coal is still very much too dear, caused to a great 
extent, by freight charges. 

At Macleod, only thirty miles from the Lethbridge mines, coal costs $11.50 per 
ton, about $8 of this being for freight. Competition will, I hope, bring down the price 
of coal before next winter. 

At Regina we use a considerable quantity of American anthracite, as some of the 
furnaces are not adapted for soft coal, and many of the houses being portable and, 
flimsy in construction it is necessary to keep up fires all night, for which soft. 
coal is not suited. 


SAVINGS BANK ACCOUNTS. 
The deposits in the Government Savings Bank alone this year have amounted to 


» $32,929.47, being greatly in excess of any previous year. In addition to these deposits. 
a considerable amount has been placed in the chartered and other banks, and some: 
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men preparatory to shortly taking their discharges have invested money in ranch- 
ing, buying stock and leaving it in the care of friends until their service expires, and 
some men are known to send money to their families. I think the total savings of 
the force during the past year is considerably over $40,000. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


The well at Macleod has been deepened during the summer, and now contains 
an ample supply of good water, and a tank is being built, inside top of well, which 
will prove useful for supplying the fire engine. 

At Lethbridge we still have no water. Various attempts were made this summer 
to get a supply laid down from the coal company’s tank, but so far we have been 
unable to make an arrangement with them. If this matter cannot be settled at once, 
I would recommend the construction of a tank in the harness room, solely for fire 
purposes, which could be filled by waggons, this, with a hand fire-engine and Bab 
cocks, would make us fairly safe from fire. It is very inconvenient, however, hauling 
our water, but a system of our own connected with the river would be too expensive 
to entertain. 

All other posts are fairly well supplied with water, except Maple Creek, where 
the water is bad, and all water for human use has to be hauled some distance, 

Of all the posts, the water supply at Regina is the most convenient, abundant 
and very good. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


Our fire protection is still weak, although great efforts have been made to 
improve it by the building of tanks. One has been built at Calgary, and another is 
being built at Macleod, and a very large elevated one is being erected at Regina. 
Next season, if this elevated tank is successful, I hope to see them at all posts. 

Our buildings being all wood we are liable to destructive fires at any time 
when there is a high wind. Our best protection is everlasting watchfulness, and 
tackling a fire in its incipient stages. In a high wind no fire brigade could put out 
a fire in a building on the prairie. The early introduction of electric light will 
minimize fires, as coal oil is generally the cause of our conflagrations. 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


Our equipment is generally first-class; and every division is well found in ever- 
thing necessary for immediate action. 


DRILL BOOK. 


The drill book alluded to in my last report has been printed and bound by one 
of our constables, and has been found very suitable for all our requirements. A few 
slight alterations will be necessary, when I trust you will give it your approval. 


PRAIRIE FIRES 


Although there was every precaution taken by the appointment, early in the 
season, of a regular corps of fire guardians, I regret to report that prairie fires have 
been more extensive and numerous than ever before. 

There was little or no snow last winter and the fires commenced in March and 
continued at intervals until November; the swamps and lakes being all dried up and 
generally covered with grass only increased the rapidity of the fire, and there were no 
natural impediments to itsspreading. Every exertion was made by the police. and 
large quantities of property and valuable feed saved. Many of the fires were started by 
the Indians and careless travellers, but undoubtedly the worst fires were started 
along the railways although every precaution was taken by the companies, as 
regards instructions to their employees, and safety screens placed on their engine 
smoke-stacks. 
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No precautions on their part will stop the awful destruction, unless a wide fire 
break is ploughed at least 200 feet on each side of the track, and the intervening 
grass burnt immediately, it is dried up, either by the weather or frost, sufficiently to 
burn. 

Sir John Lister-Kaye, Bart, informs me he has made a proposal to the Government 
re the early completion of these fire breaks, and I would earnestly recommend 
action in this direction. The increase of settlement only intensifies the danger and 
destruction. 


RANCHING. 


The past year has been most favorable for ranchers and the crop of calves, lambs 
and foals unprecedented. There has been no disease of any consequence among 
horses and sheep, but there have been a great many fatal cases of anthrax or “ black- 
leg” among young cattle, chiefly calves and yearlings, Those in the best order are 
invariably attacked, and it isa curious fact that ranges which suffered most last year 
were l east affected this, while the epidemic has spread into entirely new country. All 
sorts of theories have been given and remedies suggested for this fatal desease, but 
I think very little is known about its origin or treatment. 

At present anthrax and prairie fires are the only real grievances of the stock- 
men, although many of them profess discouragement over the market outlook. The 
fact is, meat has been abnormaly high in the West for years, and now that it is 
being forced down by Eastern territorial competition, the ranchers naturally com- 

lain. 

z Numbers of fat cattle have been shipped to England. Those of the Cochrane 
ranche being particularly well-breed level steers, sold at capital prices but man 
of the other companies shipped stock of an inferior sort, and meeting dull markets, 
had to sacrifice it. It will never pay to ship to England any but well-bred, level 
cattle, long-legged coarse beasts are not wanted at any price. All sorts of bulls, 
many of them perfect brutes, run the prairie, and as long as free ranging is followed, 
I cannot see that there can be any general improvement. The worst bulls frequently 
get with the best cows; and, as often as not, a neighbors “runt” serves a ranchers 
best bred cows. In one herd of cattle a traveller will see Shorthorns, Galloways, 
Herefords, Polled Angus, occasionally a West Highlander, and a goodly sprinkling 
of the worst kind of “runts.” How can ranchers, under these adverse circumstances, 
expect to breed good, level cattle? 

The secret of the Cochrane ranche shipping the best cattle is that their herd 
is generally served by only their own bulls very few other cattle drifting on to 
their range, and the fact that they only ship their best cattle the coarser ones 
being consumed in the country. 

The North-West Cattle Company have shipped most of their fat cattle to 
British Columbia, where there is apparently a good and growing market for our 
beef. A good many sheep have also gone there. 

A good deal of imported stock has come in this year, principally a Polled Angus 
herd brought in by the Quorn ranche at Sheep Creek. A considerable number of 
young steers have been brought in from the States, and quite a number of steers, 
strange to say, have been brought from Ontario, to grow and fatten on our praries, 
and then return Hast as fat cattle. Change of pasture will work wonders, but I doubt 
if these skim-milked raised steers will ever equal range cattle. 

The large sheep ranches are disappearing, and I think the sheep raising 
industry will resolve itself into the keeping of small flocks on homesteads at an 
early date, when there will be both more money and domestic comfort for the 
homesteaders. 

Horses are getting a good deal more attention than in previous years, but breed- 
ing generally is indiscriminate, and too many horses of poor quality take away the 
profits from all the ranges. 

Immense quantities of hay are now put up by all ranches, and there is much 
less danger of the effects of a hard winter. 
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Wolves are increasing in number, and in some cases have proved very destruc- 
tive, to colts especially. Many of the ranchers keep hounds and enjoy great sport, 
coursing these coyotes, but they breed faster than they can be killed, and other 
means will have to be adopted of destroying them. 

The best ranchers are weaning their calves with success, and many of them are 
making gardens and keeping poultry for their own convenience. 

Very little annoyance has been given ranchers this year by Indians. The constant 
and efficient patrols are generally allowed to account for this improvement. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Last year, owing to the extreme dry weather, the roads were excellent all over 
the Territory, and there was very little use for bridges, most of the rivers being 
easily and safely forded at all seasons. A new bridge is being built at Lethbridge, 
over the Belly, and the season is most favorable for its construction. 

Bridges are still urgently required across the rivers I designated last year. 


FERRIES. 


There was little occasion for the use of ferries last year for the same reasons 
that bridges were not required. 


TELEPHONES AND TELEGRAPHS. 


I have again to call your attention to the urgent necessity of connecting the 
Government telegraph line running from Edmonton, Fort Saskatchewan, Victoria, Fort 
Pitt, Battleford, Prince Albert, St. Laurent, Touchwood and intermediate places to 
Qu’Appelle, with Regina, a distance of only forty miles. 

The line from Wood Mountain to Moose Jaw should also be connected with the 
headquarters at Regina, where it is really necessary that we should have an operator 
of our own, instead of having messages repeated from the town by telephone, which, 
in the case of cypher messages, is most unsatisfactory. 

The extension of the Government line now running to Macleod should also be 
extended to St. Mary’s detachment near the frontier. This would enable us to cut off 
parties escaping south, and would greatly increase our efficiency, and save a great 
deal of horse flesh. 

Telephones are required at nearly every post, and I would earnestly recommend 
their early authorization. 


GAME. 


Prairie chickens are very plentiful this year, the dry June being most favor- 
able for the young birds. 

Ducks and geese, owing to the drying up of the lakes, were not as plentiful as 
formerly. A good many deer are being killed this fall, and appear to be about as 
numerous as last year. 


SETTLERS, 


The season has not been a favorable one in some portions of the Territory for 
agriculture, particularly in that part east of Regina, the extreme drought ae 
resulted in very poor crops, Still, even in that section some of the good farmers ha 
fair crops, and those in mixed farming have not suffered much, as butter, eggs and 
poultry have been a fair price. About Regina and Moose Jaw the good farmers 
had excellent wheat, and I think fair wheat was grown at Prince Albert and Edmonton, 
but in all the territory mentioned, except Edmonton, oats were a failure ; potatoes 
were algo a very poor crop, in a measure owing to indifferent cultivation, as in many 
cases fair crops were obtained by farmers who attended to them. Battleford had no 
crops of any description, having apparently suffered from drought more than any other 
part of the country. We only secured 1,400 bushels of oats in the settlement, and our 


men have to do without potatoes. At Maple Creek and Medicine Hat there was & 
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small crop of oats and potatoes, but at both these places the people do not devote 
much time to agriculture, and we frequently have to buy our oats and potatoes for 
these posts in the eastern portion of the Territory and Manitoba. 

At Calgary and Macleod there was a fair crop of oats and potatoes, and those 
who planted wheat had generally a fair crop. The absence of mills at Macleod and 
Calgary cause farmers to pay little attention to wheat. 

South-east of Medicine Hat a colony has been located this summer of about 60 
families, mostly Austrians. A constable of German origin is stationed there, and he 
reports them very industrious and contented, in common with most settlers they have 
lost a good deal of hay owing to prairie fires and want of sufficient fire guards. These 
people have considerable means. 

An Icelandic colony is increasing in the Red Deer country, about 100 miles North 
of Calgary, and the Mormons at Lee’s Creek have increased considerably this year, 
and have made great improvementsin the settlement. They are the best workers in 
the Territory and produce quantities of butter of high class, for which they get 25 to 
40 cents per pound. There is no doubt but that from one point of view they are good 
settlers, but the general impression exists that they are polygamists. They have pur- 
chased a tract of land from the North West Coal and Navigation Co., and next 
year a large number of their people will settle there. 

In spite of the poor crops in certain sections, there should be very little suffering 
as work has been fairly good this year. The low water in the rivers precluded naviga- 
tion, and all freight had to be hauled by teams, and the Long Lake Railway employed 
agreat many menandteams. Cutting ties and timber for that road will afford work to 
a great many people this winter, and all the men obtainable are being hired for the 
woods in the east and northern portions of Manitoba. 

From the attached reports you will see the large amount of work that has been 
done this season, and the absence of crime in the country generally will, I think, 
convince all right minded men that the police duties are well performed. I am of 
opinion the force has improved in every respect since my last report, and 
from the decrease in desertions and the larger number of re-engagements, together 
with the largely increased Savings Bank deposits, the members of the force are 
apparently satisfied with their positions. 

Almost without exception, I have received the hearty support of the officers. of 
my command, and the example set by both officers and non-commissioned officers has 
generally been all that could be desired. 

The behaviour of the men during the past year has been generally all that could 
be desired. 

I find that the practice of dismissing bad characters has a most salutory effect, 
andI have reason to know that my action in this respect is cordially approved of b 
the respectable men in the force. I would again respectfully recommend that all 
men wanting discharge be allowed to purchase after giving thirty days notice, at 
any rate, between 1st October and Ist February in each year, when men can be best 
spared. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
L. W. HERCHMER, 
Commissioner, NV. W.M.P. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER HERCHMER, NORTH- 
WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


Cataary, 13th December, 1889. 


Str,—I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ended 30th 
November. 

During this period I have visited and inspected most of the districts, viz. :— 
Prince Albert, with “ F” Division, under-Superintendent Perry ; Fort Saskatchewan, 
with “G” Division, under-Superintendent Griesbach ; Fort Macleod, under command 
of Superintendent Steele; with “H” and “D” Divisions, under-Superintendent Macdonell 
and Inspector Wood; Lethbridge, with “K” Division, under Superintendent Deane, 
and all detachments and outposts in connection with the above named districts, as 
well as the outposts of “EH” Division,in the Calgary district, and of “A” Division at 
Maple Creek and Medicine Hat. 

I also made a second tour of inspection of the outposts in the Macleod and Leth- 
bridge districts, in which a number of excellent buildings for use as men’s quarters 
and stables have lately been erected, as well as other improvements, the work 
having been done by our own men. As I have made a special report on this subject 
lately, giving detailed statements of all these improvements, | need not say any 
more but that the men could not be made more comfortable. 

I was in command in Regina from the 17th January to the 16th March, during 
your absence from the Territories on duty at Ottawa, I was also present at Maple 
Creek in May, during the transfer of “ A.” Division from Superintendent Antrobus to 
Inspector Sanders. 

I accompanied His Excellency the Governor General on his recent trip through 
the ranching country from Lethbridge to Calgary. On this I also made a special 
report. 

m In October I proceeded to Red Deer on special duty. I have also made numer- 
ous other trips which I omit to mention. 

In connection with my duties as Assistant Commissioner I have travelled 
ae the past twelve months 12,996 miles, a great proportion of this being with 

Orses. 

I consider the force to be in a most efficient state—a magnificent body of men, 
both physically and mentally, well armed, clothed, equipped, housed and fed, with 
excellent horses, as good as can be produced in any country, good transport, harness 
and saddlery. 

If possible, I see improvements in the bearing of the men since my last report. 
The carbines, however, are not as they ought to be; a great number are fast wearing 
out, being honeycombed. This is unavoidable, owing to the rough treatment arms 
are subjected to at times, and constant exposure. A number require replacing, and 
I should like to see this effected by some other pattern. I have never been in favor 
with the Winchester; it is altogether too delicate, besides being too long for our 
requirements. 

I should also like to see a change in the clothing. An issue of tweed riding 
breeches, in lieu of one pair of uniform ones, would be of great service for use on 
prairie work. 

I would also like to have the blankets transferred to the Quartermaster and 
become part of barrack furniture, issued to men as required, instead of being a part 
of the constable’s kit. Look at the tremendous bulk and weight which would be in a 
great measure done away with if my idea could be carried out, for only such 
blankets would go with a man as the season of the year called for. 

I also think that a felt hat should be adopted for prairie work; tho field service 
cap is of little practical use as it affords very little more protection than the forage 
cap. 
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The transport is in excellent condition. Of course, a certain proportion of waggons 
is required to replace those wearing out, this will be principally in heavy waggons. 
A great saving will be effected this year, owing to sheds having been built at several 

laces. 

The California saddle is still doing good service, and is standing well. Of course 
parts—for instances. Cinchas and lining frequently require replacing. Great attention 
has been paid to this in all Divisions which I have inspected. 

I also still think it a matter of regret that we have not been furnished with iron 
cots and proper barrack furniture as proposed in my last report. 

It is impossible to keep a barrack smart and tidy with the miserable wooden 
bed boards and trestles we are forced to use, besides, they are most uncomfortable and 
expensive as well. 

The same necessity exists as did last year for better fire protection. You may 
say in most places we have none. 

We have now a great deal of valuable property at stake, and should have 
adequate protection. I consider the simplest plan would be frost-proof tanks, with 
sufficient elevation to give proper pressure. 

The rivers and streams in Southern Alberta are still without bridges. The want 
was not felt so much this year as in previous ones, owing to the extraordinary lowness 
of water, but we cannot expect another such dry season. 

The patrol system is working well, and accounts for the nearly entire absence 
of horse stealing. I would suggest an improvement, viz., to use more flying patrols 
in the open season. Small parties with pack animals, with no fixed camp, would be 
of good service; they could get their rations at whatever permanent detachment 
they came across, and could move in portions of the country inaccessible to waggons, 
and often the places were criminals or whiskey smugglers go. 

I have done very little in the magisterial line, owing to being constantly on the 
move. Whatever cases I have disposed of are embodied in the return furnished by 
Superintendent Mclllree, commanding E. Division. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. M. HERCHMER, 
Assistant Commissioner. 


——_—— 


ASD PEN Di Lees B, 


ANNUAL REPORT OF INSPECTING SUPERINTENDENT COTTON, 
NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


Reaina, 13th December, 1889. 


Srr,—I have the honour to submit my annual report for 1889. 

In the month of April I, in accordance with your instructions, proceeded to 
Battleford, While there I inspected “C” Division, As I furnished you with a special 
report of the inspection, I do not deem it necessary to here repeat it. Let it suffice 
to say that I found the division in a thoroughly efficient state. The appearance and 
steadiness of the non-commissioned officers and men on parade was all that could be 
desired. 

I subsequently took over command of the Battleford district from Inspector 
Howe, remaining in Battleford in temporary command until Superintendent Antro- 
bus arrived from Maple Creek, an exchange of commands having been arranged 
between that officer and Inspector Howe. 

Having handed over the division to Superintendent Antrobus, I returned to 
headquarters. 

CUSTOMS. 

With regard to the assistance rendered the Customs Department by our patrols 
in southern Manitoba, there had been, as you are aware, considerable correspondence 
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as to this duty performed by our men, In July last I, by appointment, met Captain 
Young, Inspector of Customs ports, at Winnipeg. This was with a view of bringing 
about some changes that were considered necessary. Having consulted with Captain 
Youug, by whom the views of his Department were ably set forth, it was decided 
that permanent Customs outports should be established. 

On authority given me by you, I instructed Inspector MeGibbon, who had com- 
mand of the southern outposts, that instead of employing his men on flying patrol 
he was to establish permanent points, as follows :— 

Ist. One west of Turtle Mountain, at or near the crossing of the Souris, ata 
point best adapted to watch the traffic from the United States. 

2nd. One south of Clearwater in the summer, to be at Clearwater after the har- 
vest and during the winter. 

3rd. One at Snowflake. 

4th. One east of “Selwyns,” near the bush at that point, with a view of main- 
taining an efficient surveillance of the trails entering the timber in the vicinity. 

5th. One on the trail from Morden south to Wallhalla. In making this arrange- 
ment my intention was that each of these fixed points should have two men, one of 
whom should at all times be at the stations, the other to perform the patrol duty 
required. 

I further informed Inspector McGibbon that the Inspector of Customs would 
provide him with copies of the law and general instructions as to its enforcement. 

These instructions were promptly issued and conveyed to the men on the line of 
patrol, and carried out under Inspector McGibbon’s orders. Soon after this, Inspec- 
tor of Customs Young wrote you as follows :— 

“J have the honor to report that during the visit of Inspecting Superintendent 
Cotton, we succeeded in drawing up a scheme for the present protection of the 
southern provincial boundary (for revenue purposes), that will be of great imme- 
diate value to the revenue, and of public convenience as well to people of both sides 
of the line, as it will supply them with an increased number of points at which they 
may legally come into and pass out from Canada into the United States, as 
far as our Customs are concerned,” 

I believe I am quite justified in adding that this scheme, in its practical work- 
ing, has given entire satisfaction to the Customs Department. 


BUILDING AT FORT SASKATCHEWAN. 


The building done at Fort Saskatchewan during the year represents an expend- 
iture of $4,365.30. 

I hope hereafter to be able to show that this expenditure was actually necessary— 
in fact, imperative. further, that every cent of the amount was judiciously and economi- 
cally expended. The amount of $4,365.30 is made up as follows .— 


@ontract works J Maedomalds cis cccllies dacs cae sviesseeweavesse $3,745 '75 
Ross Bros, paints .....ccceeessecseesenseeeeseteeseeesseeeeeeeeees 159 25 
F. BF, Tims, lumber, &.......ccccscserscseseceeeeesrecsceeaeoers 354 55 
W, Humberstone, brick ...cceccceceeeeeerseeeeneeeeetenen eens. 12 00 
James Ried, bricklaying, NC........ceeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeee een eee es 5 00 
R. Smith, painting, KC.. 0. seceeseceseeeeeeeer ence eeseeee scenes 26 75 
GP MOrSt IMS! Gti ccetds ss slelawoure a ese See vw alee giate eee 16 00 
M. Macaulay, moving building .............eeeeeeeee 20 00 
G. Ferguson, logs... .scssecsscsersscsecseeseeetenceesseeseesseeees 6 00 
J. Macdonald, drawing up specifications, &C.........-.664 20 00 

Potable; siawiestaw eat $4,365 30 


Vouchers for $619.55, that is, for the amounts exclusive of J. Macdonald’s con- 
tract, were forwarded to you by Superintendeut Griesbach on the 15th November last, 
The contract work done by J. Macdonald was for building new quarters for 
commanding officer, and new barrack room. I have already furnished you with 
plans and specifications in accordance with which these buildings were constructed. 
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I made « thorough examination, and am quite satisfied that the conditions were 
throughout faithfully adhered to by the contractor. The material used is of good 
quality and the labor performed in a workman-like manner. I might here state that 
as a result of my inspection I am satisfied that the Assistant Commissioner acted 
wisely and in the public interest in awarding the contract to J. Macdonald. 

With regard to the necessity which existed for the construction of new quarters for 
officer commanding: the old quarters formerly used by him consisted of a log 
building built in 1875, inadequate to the purposes demanded of it. Itis worthy of 
note that this old building is now advantageously employed in other ways. 

The construction of anew barrack room was simply imperative. Superin- 
tendent Griesbach informed me that before this was built his men were so crowded 
that their health suffered. He was continually alarmed in case an outbreak of fever 
should show itself. With present strength of division, had a new barrack room not 
been built I believe we should have been forced to rent additional barrack accom- 
modation, at all events during the winter months. Another good feature: the 
men are not now scattered indiscriminately about the post. 

The two buildings—commandiug officers’ quarters and barrack room, represent 
particularly good value for the $3,745.75 expended. Now, regarding the expenditure 
of $619.55 (which added to contract work makes expenditure up to $4,365.30), I think 
I had better give a somewhat detailed memorandum of the work done, 


Inspectors Quarters (now a serviceable and suitable building). 


To this building a kitchen 1012 was added, floored, sheeted and shingled. In 
the side rooms of these quarters floor was relaid, walls sheeted, roof neatly covered 
with cotton. 


Men’s Mess and Recreation Room 50 ft. by 22 ft. 


New floor of matched lumber put over old floor. Door removed from side to 
front. A good porch was built. 


Stables. 


Floor re-laid, filled in with lime under floor for hygienic purposes. Building 
plastered and whitewashed, inside and out. 


Oil House 12 ft. by 14 ft.—(New Building.) 
Built of logs and roofed with lumber ; good door and lock. 


Wash-room, 28 ft. by 18 ft. 


Building known as “ Pemburn House.” It was “jacked up” (by contract), put 
on rollers and moved for adistance of about 1,000 yards, so brought within barrack 
square. The following work was then done; new foundation built, new brick chim- 
neys, new sleepers for floor and floor re-laid, new door, new windows and new porch 
putin. Two rooms were partitioned off, shelving, &c., put in, for wash basins, &c. 

Men's Latrine, 24 ft. by 6 ft.—(New Building.) 
Built all of lumber, with good fence about it. 
Ice House, 17 ft. by 14 ft—(Mew Building.) 
Built 8 feet under ground; building of logs, roof poles and lumber over roof. 


Wood Shed and Latrine for Commanding Officer's Quarters. 


Both these buildings built of lumber. 

The labour put into the above buildings was done by our own men and cost 
nothing. 
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The roofs of the following buildings were painted with fire-proof paint, viz. : 
new barrack room, mess and recreation room, Quartermaster’s store and office, 
Sergeant-Major’s quarters and division store, Sergeant’s quarters and mess room, Com- 
manding Officers quarters (new building), division kitchen and wash-room. 

Wails of the following buildings were painted outside, viz.: recreation and mess- 
room, Quartermaster’s store and office, new barrack room, division kitchen, Sergt.- 
Major’s quarters and division store. 

Doors and windows of the above buildings (except Commanding Officer’s 
quarters and new barrack room), were painted inside and out. 

The old log buildings of the post were painted and whitewashed, inside and out. 
In these cases, also, the labour cost nothing, having been done by our men, I think 
you will agree with me that this makes an uncommonly good showing for the 
amount of money expended by Superintendent Griesbach. 

I would strongly recommend that next year a building appropriation (say, equal 
to the amount expended this year) be set aside, with a view of satisfactorily com- 
pleting the post at Fort Saskatchewan. A new hospital is an urgent necessity. The 
rented building we are now using is at best but a wretched apology for a hospital. 
This I have no doubt will be gone into at length by the Assistant Surgeon. I will 
merely add that so long as we go on paying rent, as we have done for the past four 
years, the expenditure represents heavy interest on a sum of money that should, I 
think, be employed in the construction of a properly planned hospital. 

A new stable, capable of holding twenty additional horses is required ; also, a 
small magazine, which could be built of stone taken from the Saskatchewan River. 

The present guard-room accommodation is very limited. I should say too that 
the old log building so employed is not a particularly healthy one, a sad fault where 
men are on duty day in and day out, to say nothing of the unfortunate prisoners. I 
would impress upon you the importance of erecting a new guard-room at this post. 

The new buildings, Commanding Officers’ quarters and barrack-room, will require 
painting immediately the fine weather sets in, in the spring. 

Much of the material used in the old log buildings is still good. In many instances 
these buildings could, at little cost, be re-built and so made serviceable, All the log build- 
ings about the post should be plastered, painted and clapboarded. This would not only 
add to comfort and appearance, but would effect an annual saving in plastering and 
whitewashing. 


OUTPOSTS IN EDMONTON DISTRICT. 


I inspected the outpost of “G” Division at Edmonton. 

This outpost and detachmentis under command of Inspector Piercy. The officers, 
non-commissioned officers and men comprising the detachment are quartered in 
buildings rented from Mr. Donald McLeod, of Edmonton. 

The stables used are also rented from that gentleman. These buildings are 
centrally and conveniently situated, and are therefore better suited to our require- 
ments than those formerly rented from Hudson Bay Company. 

I recently inspected the “G” Division outpost at St. Albert. I found everything 
about the outpost neatly and systematically arranged. 

The buildings are capable of accommodating one non-commissioned officer aud 
five constables. 

The stables would hold four horses. 

At this outpost the sum of $116 was expended this year. The work was done 
by contract, let to the lowest tender. 

The $116 was expended as follows :— 

Ist. The stable was thoroughiy repaired, a good door and window put in, the 
building made higher by two tiers of logs, so rising the roof and making a hayloft. 

2nd, A good well was dug in the immediate vicinity of the mens’ quarters; the 
construction of a well, in addition to the advantage of having a good water supply 
near at hand, was actually necessary, as it drained the cellar under the quarters 
which had previously been full of water. 
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I inspected the “G” Division outpost at Red Deer River, and have already 
furnished you with a detailed report on the subject. 

I would now add, that in my opinion Red Deer River crossing, where the detach- 
ment is, should be regarded as the natural boundary between the districts of “EK” 
and “G” Divisions. I certainly think that the detachment stationed at Red Deer 
River should be composed of men taken from “E” Division at Calgary, and notfrom 
“@” Division (Fort Saskatchewan), as it now is. 

My reasons for arriving at this conclusion are as follows :— 

Red Deer River is nearer Calgary than Fort Saskatchewan. From Calgary a 
better supervision of the detachment would, I think, be maintained. Superintendent 
Griesbach’s usual duties seldom take him in the direction of Red Deer River. Corres- 
pondence from Calgary could be answered on the day of its receipt. This cannot be 
done with correspondence from Fort Saskatchewan, as the mail stages (carrying 
weekly mail), cross north of Red Deer River. 

I think, too, that the patrol work of both divisions “ E and G” would be reduced 
and more satisfactorily performed. I might here add that this post is centrally 
situated as regards the settlements about the Spruce, Little Red Deer and Blindman 
Rivers. 

All this section of country is particularly fine—the land is rich and fertile, and 
well supplied with wood and water. 

From what I can learn, I am satisfied that there is every prospect of all the 
above settlements being considerably augmented during the coming year. 


TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION, 


I would recommend that telephonic communication be established between the 
barracks and the town at Maple Creek. 

The same recommendation applies to the post and town at Medicine Hat. At 
this place the town is east of the Saskatchewan River, while our post is on the west. 
The distance between the two points is considerable. The cost in the above cases 
would not be great. 

I should have said that Maple Creek post is about three miles from the town. 
At Medicine Hat poles would only be required from the west side of the railway 
bridge, as I presume there would be no objection on the part of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway authorities to allow a telephone wire to be placed on their telegraph line as 
far as it extends towards our post. 

For very little more than the cost of wire and an instrument, telephonic com- 
munication could be established between Edmonton and Fort Saskatchewan. This 
is on the assumption that a telephone wire could be run along the Government tele- 
graph poles between the two places. In any case poles are easily procurable at 
Edmonton. Already Edmonton and St. Albert are connected by telephone. The 
line I recommend would put both outposts in communieation with Fort Saskat- 
chewan, the headquarters of the district. 

Telephones could with advantage be utilized in the Macleod district, so placing 
Fort Macleod (headquarters of district) in communication with the numerous and 
important outposts. 

A Government telegraph line passes within a few yards of our outpost at Kipp 
(midway between Macleod and Lethbridge). A branch office, with one of our men 
as operator, could be established at mere nominal cost. Besides, the time gained in 
transmission of messages, such a step would effect a great saving in the wear and 
tear of horse flesh. 

Of course, if a telephone was put in at Kipp the telegraph office would be 
unnecessary. I append the second recommendation, in case it be found inadvisable 
to supply telephones at an early date. 
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CLOTHING AND KIT. 


The different articles of kit and clothing supplied non-commissioned officers 
and men are of exceptionally good quality. 

Buffalo coats are, unfortunately now no longer procurable. No really good 
substitute for them has yet appeared, though several experiments have been made. 

The “Montana calf” coats were a very decided failure. The dyed sheep skins 
are much more serviceable, though Iam by no means prepared to recommend (at 
all events, without further trial) that they be adopted for general winter use. 

I would recommend that a trial be given to cloth coats lined with some inex- 
pensive skin (say musk-rat) and trimmed with heavy fur about collar and cuffs. 

1 would again renew my previously made recommendation in favor of a prairie 
suit of some neutral color. A loose Norfolk jacket (lots of pockets) made of light, 
soft cord, with riding breeches of the same material, would, I think, answer our 
purpose admirably. 

I trust that helmets and forage caps will soon be discarded. 'The forage cap 
furnishes no protection whatsoever in any weather. A helmet is just about as use- 
less as it is annoying and perplexing. In support of this, it is a well known fact 
that when men travel on the prairie they invariably pack their helmets in the 
waggons. I think the forage caps could be replaced by soft felt hats, such as the 
American troops use. 


LIQUOR LAWS. 


The “liquor laws,” as the prohibitory clauses of the North-West Act are often 
called, have given rise to considerable discussion. In the early days prohibition 
was a necessity. It was an important factor in maintaining peace among the Indians, 
The half-breed element also benefited by it. 

The construction of the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway proceeded 
quietly and the total absence of all serious crime— notwithstanding the sudden influx of 
thousands of rough navvies—was remarked with astonishment. This was again and 
again borne testimony to by prominent railway men who had had experience in 
other countries. Even with the efficient police surveillance maintained, such happy 
results could not, I think, have come about, but far the prohibitory laws existing. 
That these laws were sometimes broken, even in those days, is an undeniable fact. 
Such, however, was the exception, not the rule. 

Looking back over the history of the Territories it cannot be said that prohibition 
was a failure or that it did not bring with it many good results. 

Now, however, the situation is changed; towns and settlements have sprung up 
all over the Territories. The white population, in discussing these changes, has 
ventilated the subject freely and fully in the Territorial press. As a police force we 
have nothing to do with the different moral interpretations put on the Act. 

It must suffice for us to bear testimony to the fact that a prohibitory law does 
not give universal satisfaction, 

This question might also be considered: Is it possible to enforce the law as it now 
stands on the statute book? With regard to the Act in its present form, I make the 
following quotation from my report of last year. It still applies with equal force : 

“ The large number of appeal cases—that is, appeals from magistrates to Supreme 
Court—has, I think, brought out many points worthy of consideration, with a view 
of bringing about some desirable amendments in the Act. Take this point, for 
instance: one of the learned judges before whom appeals were heard holds that any 
one bringing in liquor under the Lieutenant-Governor’s permit may transfer such 
liquor to other residents of the Territories who are not themselves in possession of 
permits; andfurther, that people so receiving liquor are not liable to punishment by 
fine or imprisonment. My last desire is to criticise in the slightest degree the legality 
of such judgment. I may, nowever, add that if this is the correct reading of the Act 
it will hereafter certainly handicap the police in their efforts to suppress illegal 
liquor traffic.” 
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I was unquestionably right in this surmise, It is now, in almost every case, 
necessary to proceed against alleged offenders for having illegally sold liquor, not 
having it illegally in possession. The sale of liquor is hard to prove, as experience 
has amply shown. 

I think no part of any fine for infringement of prohibitory clauses should be 
paid to members of the police force. 

In carrying an Act of this nature into effect constables and others should—even 
to the most sceptical of critics—be above suspicion. 


HOSPITAL AT MAPLE CREEK, 


The building we are now using as a hospital at Maple Creek is not suitable for 
such purpose. I trust it may be found practicable to erect a small hospital at this 
post during the coming year. 


IRON BEDS FOR BARRACK ROOMS, 


A supply of iron beds for barrack rooms is urgently required. This would add 
to the men’s comfort and unquestionably improve the general appearance of the rooms. 


RECRUITS. 


The class of recruits enlisted during the year has been exceptionally good; the 
general physique of the force cannot well be surpassed. 


CONSTABLES’ MANUAL. 


I think a carefully revised constables’ manual, with necessary explanations as 
to the application of North-West ordinances, would be found of great service. The 
cost of publishing such a manual in pamphlet form would not be great. 


DISCHARGES. 


I earnestly trust that some plan may soon be authorized and adopted by which 
all non-commissioned officers and men will have, on giving say six or seven week’s 
notice, the unconditional right of purchasing their discharges. 

The knowledge that a man could at any time obtain his discharge by purchase 
would, I fully believe, reduce materially the number of applications now made under 
the present system. 


TARGET PRACTICE AND RIFLE SHOOTING. 


As far as was consistent with other duties demanded of them, the members of 
the force have been well grounded in musketry instruction, and in all cases that 
have come under my notice the target practice has been carefully carried on. The 
formation of the Divisional Rifle Associations are annually assuming larger propor- 
tions. The spirit of rivalry and competition which these associations evolve has had 
a markedly good effect. 

The interest in rifle shooting is now universal. Without this the annual course of 
target practice loses much of its usefulness. 

I would recommend that each Divisional Rifle Association get (per capita) a 
free issue of ammunition for use of members during prize meetings. 

This will have the effect ot making rifle shooting more thoroughly popular, the 
surest method of obtaining efficiency. I would also recommend the issue of marks- 
men’s badges. 


WINCHESTER RIFLES. 


The Winchester rifles with which the force is armed have not proved a very 
great success. A large percentage of the rifles require re-sighting. I trust this 
will receive attention. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN COTTON, 
Inspecting Superintendent. 
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APPEN DIZA+C. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT McILLREE, COMMANDING 
“KR” DIVISION, 1889. 


Norru-West Mountep POLicE, 
CaLaary, 13th December, 1889. 


Sir,—I have the honor to forward my annual report for the twelve months ended 
the 30th November last. 


GENERAL STATE OF DISTRICT. 


The general state of the district has been very quiet, nothing occurring of more 
than ordinary interest. Some who had settled in the district have left, but their 
places are more than filled by others coming in. I am unable to state the number of 
new inhabitants in this district during the past year or the amount of land taken up, 
but the figures are considerable in both cases. Calgary keeps growing steadily; many 
fine stone buildings have been and are in course of erection. Improvements have been 
ynade in the streets. There are two electric light companies, two companies asking 
for charters to run street railways and water works in the near future. The other 
chief centres in district have not changed very perceptibly. Canmore has begun to 
go ahead. There are two coal mines (anthracite). I believe it is the intention of 
one of the companies next spring to bridge the Bow River and put in a spur from 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. The mines at Anthracite have been worked, more or 
less, during the past year. At Banff there has been considerable improvement made 
in the condition of the old roads, and quite a number of new ones have been opened. 
One or two blazed pack trails have also been opened up. Coal mines are in operation 
at Anthracite, Canmore, Mitford, Crowfoot Creek, South Fork of Sheep Creek, and 
North Fork of High River. There are numerous places through the country where 
coal shows. A woollen mill is about to be opened on Fish Creek. A cheese factory 
has been successfully established on the Elbow. There is not a grist mill in the dis- 
trict, as far as I am aware. 


CRIME. 


Taking into consideration the short time the country has been settled, the 
number of Indians and Half-breeds living within the area of the district, the 
large floating population who have no permanent stake in the country, I con- 
sider there has been a marked absence of serious crime. One case of homicide 
occurred on 1st March last, whereby a Cree squaw came to her death. The particu- 
lars are well known to the public. I attach a list of charges heard before officers of 
the force sitting as magistrates. This return shows but part of detected crime in the 
district, but I have no means of getting a return of the balance of cases. Five cases 
of horse stealing were investigated by me. Four of these went to trial and resulted 
in three convictions and one acquittal. The fifth case was one of considerable public 
interest, as the prisoner was charged with stealing some 60 head of horses in this 
district. Not sufficient evidence was adduced to warrant a commitment and prisoner 
was discharged. There were twenty-two cases of infractions of North-West Terri- 
tories Act, concerning intoxicants, tried before Inspecter Harper and myself, respect- 
ively, at Banff and Calgary. Of these, six cases were dismissed and the balance con- 
victed. Of those cases (sixteen) in which the magistrates convicted, five paid their 
fines; the balance (eleven) appealed. Of these, eight were quashed, two were upheld 
in the Supreme Court and one not yet settled. The only liquor cases that I know of 
coming before local magistrates are two cases at Gleichen, where two convictions 
were made under prosecutions instituted by members of the detachment stationed at 
that point. One case was for selling intoxicants ; the other for selling intoxicants to 
Indians. Fines in both cases were paid. There were a couple of cases of embracery 
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in connection with trial for manslaughter. One case was dismissed ; the principal in 
the other case left the country. Five cases of infractions of Inland Revenue Act have 
been dealt with; three cases under Fire Ordinance and one under that relating to 
poisons. There have been a good many cases of “ drunk and disorderly” at Banff 
and Anthracite. There were several cases of larceny, assaults, &c. 

“ Deerfoot,” a Blackfoot Indian, who made himself so well known some years ago, 
returned to the reserve last spring. He found he had not been forgotten, and after 
hiding for a while he gave himself up, was tried, and got a short term of imprison- 
ment. 

Since the 30th November, 1888, there have been confined in the guard-room at this 
post sixty-six prisoners, of whom seven were insane persons. Of the seven insane 
persons, six were sent to Selkirk; the seventh hanged himself in his cell. Three 
prisoners, with sentences over two years, were sent to Stoney Mountain. There were 
twelve Indians among the 66 prisoners confined during the year. There are still 
some people in the district who have very easy consciencies as to ownership of live 
stock. There have not been many clear cases of horse stealing reported, but I am 
afraid this class of crime is not by any means stamped out. The country is so large 
that unless a case is reported at once, and you have a hot scent to go on, it is hard. to 
trace a horse. Cattle killing has been also indulged in to some extent, but I have 
not been able to get a clear case against any party. A good stock detective is much 
needed in this district; some one also to be present at the shipments of live stock to 
record every brand, A hide inspector is also much needed. There have been a few 
cases reported of settlers’ houses having been broken into, but the guilty parties 
were not found. In one case the circumstances pointed very strongly against two 
Blackfoot Indians, but the magistrates who heard the preliminary examination did 
not consider the evidence sufficient to convict. Twelve stolen horses taken from 
near Fort Assiniboine, Montana, were recovered on the Blackfoot Reserve, and sent 
back to their owners. A few other horses stolen in the district have been recovered, 
and quite a number of stray horses taken care of and returned to their owners. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 


The detachments have been stationed at the following points :— 

Gleichen, Morley, Canmore, Anthracite, Banff, Laggan, Scarlett’s, North Fork of 
Sheep Creek, Pekisko, High River Crossing and Industrial School. From all these 
points, except Canmore and the three stations west of there, constant patrols have 
been sent out, and the inhabited parts of the district have been thoroughly patrolled. 

From Gleichen patrols visit the Blackfoot Reserve constantly, go north as far as 
the settlement on the Rosebud, south as far as Queenstown, and east and west along 
the Canadian Pacific Railway as far as their services are required. This detachment 
sent out 538 parties during the twelve months. 

The detachment at Morley patrols the country on both sides of the river, east as 
far as Cochrane and west to the Gap, and north and south as required; 201 trips 
were made from this point. 

The detachment at Scarlett’s, on the Edmonton trail, visited settlers in vicinity, 
patrolled once a week as far as Beaver Dam for a great part of the season, and 
searched freighting outfits going north. The number of trips performed was 137. 

The detachment at North Fork, Sheep Creek patrolled country between that 
creek and Fish and Pine Creeks, up the creek as far as there are any settlers, and 
down the creek for about 20 miles, and has made 252 trips. 

The detachment at Pekisko has patrolled the different forks of Sheep Creek, 
and country lying between, has met patrols from Mosquito Creek and High River 
Crossing, each once a week, and has made a total of 309 trips. 

The detachment at High River Crossing patrolled to settlers up and down the 
river, and north and south, and met patrols from Mosquito Creek and Industrial 
School, each once a week, and kept note of all travellers on the Macleod trail, and 
has made 143 trips. 


The detachment at Industrial School has visited al) settlers in that vicinity, and 
met patrol once a week from High River Crossing, prevented Indians from camping 
near schvol and from taking their children away from the school. This detachment 
has made 201 trips. 

From early spring until lately one or more patrols have been sent out from 
Calgary to visit settlers in surrounding country, generally returning the same day ; 
285 parties have left Calgary during the past twelve months on different duties, 8o 
that the total number of trips performed during the past year is as follows:— 
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These trips were all made with horses (I have not counted any work done by 
train), and varied in length from a few miles to 393 miles. I have not included the 
mountain detachments in the above, though at Banff the horses do steady work. 
Mounted patrols have visited the different points in the park, and parties frequent- 
ly go to Anthratite and Canmore. Constant trips were also made to Devil’s Lake 
with the Banff transport. 

The men stationed atLaggan are there principally to stop the liquor traffic, 
and they have a great deal of arduous and tiring night work examining 
trains. One man always goes down on No, 1 express and back on No. 2. At 
Anthracite the detachment’s chief work is to keep order amongst the miners and 
try to keep the liquor traffic within bounds, which is not always easy to do, 
particularly on pay days. At Canmore the detachment examines trains and 
looks after the general order of the place. Laggan, Anthracite and Canmore 
are under the immediate supervision of the officer in charge at Banff. As 
the eastern end of the mountain division is to be moved to Canmore it will 
be necessary to move detachment from Laggan and have a stronger force at 
Canmore, and it will be necessary to erect buildings for their accommoda- 
tion. I think a man should be stationed at Cochrane or Mitford. They are close 
together. At Gleichen the men are in hired buildings. I think it would be prefer- 
able to have buildings of our own. At Pekisko we have a hired building which 
answers the purpose very well. The men at all the other detachments, except 
Banff, live at settlers’ houses or hotels, and it costs a good deal of money; but from 
the nature of the duties to be performed it is difficult to arrange it otherwise. 
Detachment’s at Scarlett’s and High River Crossing have been called in for the win- 
ter. The different detachments have done good work, by keeping Indians off the 
cattle ranges as much as possible and from camping near settlers’ houses. It is 
pretty up-hill work, but any camp has always been moved as soon as found, 
unless the head of the party produced a pass. The total mileage performed by 
horses of this division is 163,260 miles, as per attached statement (not printed). It 
does not represent by any means every mile travelled, but only downright duty, 
not counting exercise rides, drills, &. 


ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


Detachment at Gleichen has rendered aid to agent at Blackfoot Reserve on 
several occasions by arresting Indians for various offences, and in minor ways. An 
escort was furnished during treaty payments, the treaty money received at Canadian 
Pacific railway station and turned over to agent. Treaty money was received at 
Calgary for payments at Sarcee Reserve. An escort to reserve with the money, and 
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escort remained during payments. I received money for treaty payments for the 
north, which I handed over to a party from ‘“G,” and sent a mounted man from here 
as far as Red Deer Crossing with the party. After the ‘““Sun Dance,” held by 
Sarcees, they refused to go back to agency, and the agent stopped their rations, and 
asked me to send an officer and party to go with him to try and induce the Indians 
to return. I sent an officer and ten men, and the agent persuaded the Indians to 
return, The Hon. the Minister of the Interior visited the Blackfoot Reserve on the 
Ist October, and was furnished with what transport and men he required. At 
the request of the Indian Commissioner I sent away the straggling Crees who had 
been so long about here. There was considerable trouble about this, as they would 
leave Calgary and spread about the surrounding country, resulting in complaints from 
settlers. By meansofarresting a few of the men as vagrants, and giving them short 
terms of imprisonment, they have mostly been got rid of. 


ASSISTANCE TO RAILWAYS, 


I have not been called upon to render any particular assistance to the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. Everything appears to work very smoothly on that line. 


DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, &c. 


During last winter and early spring, every man in the division, with a few 
exceptions, went through a course of setting up, squad and arm drill. When the 
weather permitted, and enough men were in barracks, a general parade was 
held once a week. Towards fall, some drill early in the morning was performed. 
Considerable mounted drill was performed in September and October. During the 
season all members of the division, with a few exceptions, went through the full 
course of dismounted and mounted target and revolver practice. 


PHYSIQUE, 


The physique of members of my division is, I consider, very good. On the 
occasion of the late visit of the Governor General to Calgary, the guard of honor 
numbered 54, rank and file, and competent judges were good enough to inform me 
that they had never seen a finer body of men together. 


RECRUITS, 


A few recruits have been engaged here, and have all been sent to Regina, with 
one exception. Quite a number have been rejected, not coming up to physical 
standard required. 


HEALTH. 


There has been no epidemic of any kind, and the general health of division has 
been good. The old barrack rooms were undoubtedly unhealthy, and the men find 
their new quarters decidedly more comfortable. One man broke his arm by a horse 
falling with him, and there have been a few minor injuries from kicks from horses, 
&e. I regret to have to report the deaths of two members of my division, On the 
4th April, during drill, Constable Masterson fell out, complaining of not feeling well. 
He lay down on his bed, and, in about half-an-hour commenced breathing very 
heavily and died almost instantly. The cause was appoplexy. His remains were 
buried at the Roman Catholic cemetery. Constable Leigh died on the 20th Novem- 
ber last from cardiac dropsy. He was ill nearly a month. His remains were buried 
in the English cemetery. 


RATIONS AND LIGHT. 


The rations are of very good quality, except the coffee, which is poor. 'The coal 
_ Oil is not of the best quality. 
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KIT, CLOTHING, &c. 


The different articles of kit and clothing appear to be of good quality. I think 
the price of the serge tunics is too high. It is an expensive article of kit for a 
man to replace, and one will not last a man a year when it is in almost daily use. 
There is a great diversity in the patterns of winter overcoats at present. I do not 
think the fore-and-aft caps shelter a man’s head sufficiently in hot weather. Part of 
the issue of socks should be of a lighter quality. 


ARMS AND AMMUNITION. 


The division has a full complement of 1876 pattern Winchester carbines. A 
good many of these have been in use for seven or eight years and begin to show 
signs of wear. The browning is worn off a great many and the sights are consider- 
ably knocked about. The revolvers are all in good order. I have quite a plentiful 
supply of ammunition on hand, both rifle and revolver. 


DESERTIONS. 


Four men deserted during the past twelve months. Constable Wardrop 
received a furlough to go to England and did not return. He represented himself 
to be a gentleman. Constable Stratton received a furlough to visit friends in 
Canada and is still visiting them. Constable Deleuse deserted from Calgary on the 
23rd June last, having been transferred a short time before from the north. He 
was generally supposed to be slightly crazy. The fourth, Constable’ Bennett, A. L., 
deserted from Calgary on 9th November last. He had been less than five months 
in the force and came from “C” Battery with a good discharge. Two men gave 
themselves up, one having deserted from this post, the other from Lethbridge. 


SAVINGS BANK, 


The amount to credit of division in Savings Bank is $2,835.16. 


INSPECTION OF DIVISION. 


The post has been visited by yourself nine times during the past year, and you 
also were at most of the outposts. 

The Assistant Commissioner held several inspections, checking all books, &c., 
and weekly inspection when in barracks, and has visited all the out posts except the 
Industrial School. I have made my usual inspections in barracks and out posts, and 
the various out posts have been visited by officers of the division. 

Orderly officer visits the herd once a week, and the Veterinary Staff Sergeant 
every second day. 


HORSES. 


The horses of division are generally good. At present my muster roll shows 103 :— 


Calgary.....cccsescescseeceenesee cceeetsecaeescesaneeeeas caneeeeanaeecouees 40 
Cast and sold (not yet struck Off )......-..sssssecseeeneeneer seen es 3 
TET Sesh glances Peete hee tesa one econ “es cigs woe feie-suiees aacn amine sigealee nice 30 
Detachment and On AULY ......cscseceesereeeeeeereeneeensueeseneewens 30 

MT Otalecceseaieres vias ouecitisar ls ccci@enchossteretearem: ses 103 


Seventeen remounts were received during the year and eleven sold. Two horses 
have been lost by death. One pulled his picket pin and galloped a short distance, buck- 
ing and jumping, and burst something inside, dying in a few minutes. In the second 
case the horse dropped dead while being ridden at an easy lope. 


The remounts ure all passed by a qualified veterinary surgeon, and are to all 
appearance perfectly sound and free from blemish when taken over, yet in a short 
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time many of them throw splints, and quite a percentage of curbs appear. It is not 
from hard work or ill-usage, and there appears to be something wanting in the quality 
of the bone of horses bred in this country. There has been no epidemic amongst the 
horses and very few cases of serious sickness. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


The saddles of the division are mostly in good repair. The saddler goes over 
them constantly, making needed repairs, and they are washed frequently with soft 
soap, and oiled, so as to keep the leather soft. There are seventy-one saddles on issue 
to the division. They have all seen considerable service, except six, which were 
received in 1888. Harness is in good state of repair and sufficient in supply. Most of 
the heavy harness is old but still serviceable. Some new harness for 4-in-hand driv- 
ing was received during the past season. Since my last report one of the old barrack 
rooms has been turned into a saddle and harness room, and it is a great improvement 
on the old cramped room formerly in use. Some new numnahs were recejved, which 
require to be leathered to last any length of time. 


TRANSPORT. 


All transportis in a good state of repair, except one patrol waggon broken up in 
a runaway, which will be repaired this winter. A Corporal is in charge of all trans- 
port, and he goes over it every day, taking notes of any repairs required. His list 
is sent to orderly room, and repairs are at once made under the direct supervision of 
the Acting Quarter master. The platform spring waggons supplied the past season 
have given good satisiaction, some few changes having to be made, notably making 
hand breaks into foot breaks, and moving drivers’ seats further back. The new patrol 
waggons are also of a better style, and the teamsters like them better than the former 
pattern. As a waggon shed was built this fall, the transport in future will be under 
cover. 


FORAGE, 


The past season having been so dry, hay was not as plentiful as usual, and the 
price consequently is higher. Fortunately there was some old hay on hand, as the 
contractor has been very slow in getting in the hay, and at present has delivered 
but a small part of his contract. What has been received is of good quality. At 
Gleichen hay is delivered as required. At Pekisko the contract was filled in good 
time. At Banff the hay has not yet been delivered, as it cannot be moved until the 
river freezes up. Oats delivered have been of good quality on the old contract. The 
price of oats on new contract is considerably higher than last year, the supply being 
not so plentiful, but the quality, so far, has been good. Bran is bought as required. 


_ All detachments are supplied with oats from headquarters. 


: 


STABLES. 


Since my last report the team stable has been completely overhauled, the 
floors torn up, stalls cobbled half their length, newly planked, new mangers, feed- 
boxes and swing-bails, and mudded and whitewashed. The edges of mangers and 
feed-boxes have all been edged with tin, as the horses, from constant biting, soon 
destroy them, if not protected in such a manner. It is an impossibility to keep the 
chinking and mortar in between the logs, as the horses pull it out about as quickly 
as it can be put in, and the stables require to be lined inside. 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


The general equipment of the division is very complete, the only articles I have 
to suggest as wanting are a few pack saddles. Some rubber for canvas buckets are 


required for use of parties travelling. Neither wood or zinc buckets will last long 


on such service. 
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BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE, 


A considerable amount of building and repairs have been undertaken and com- 
pleted in this district during the past twelve months. The new hospital was 
occupied on 26th August. It is comfortable, but hard to heat. There are at present 
four heating stoves in it. Ventilation in the wards should be improved. The new 
barracks building was occupied on the 21st September—nearly a year after com- 
pletion was called for by contract, It appears to be well built, and the rooms are 
spacious and comfortable. ‘The mess-room is a fine room, and plenty of space in the 
kitchens. The wash-room, which is in the basement, is still uncompleted. 

One of the old barrack rooms is being used at present as a lavatory. No pro- 
vision has been made for the supply of either cold or hot water for the new lavatory, 

A waggon shed was built in line with the stables, 100 feet long by 24 feet wide, 
and is a substantial building. All buildings were painted and the artificer’s shop 
shingled. No. 2 officers’ quarters and quartermaster’s store were clapboarded, 
new fences and gates put up between the stables, a fence built around the full 
length of back of officers’ quarters and round back of hospital, a net wire fence 
was built round grass plot in square, uprights of hay corrall were all renewed, the 
old ones being rotten. A number of brick chimneys were put in different buildings, 
a water tank built in one of the old barrack rooms, new wheel and gearing put on 
windmill, and a number of minor repairs. Some sidewalks were laid inside the 
barrack square and others are being constructed. The old hospital was pulled 
down, also the old building that formed part of the first barracks at Calgary, and a 
couple of other old houses that stood on the lower ground. The waggon shed was 
built mostly with material taken from the demolished buildings, and a good many 
of the shingles have also been utilized. A new guard-room has been in course of 
erection, but is not yet completed. 

At Banff a second officers’ quarters has been built and a small building was put 
up as an office. Fencing has also been built and minor repairs done, which has 
greatly improved the appearance of the quarters in the National Park. There is no 
building provided for a Sergeants’ mess at present; they are now occupying some 
spare rooms in the new barrack building. I hope as soon as the new lavatory is 
completed to fit up the rooms now used for that purpose as a recreation room. It 
will never make a very cheerful room, but the billiard table can be put in and other 
means used to make it attractive to the men, and help furnish them with some 
amusement when off duty. All the rooms have been furnished with the necessary 
barrack furniture. I had to use up the old shelves for kit, which are continuous 
round room; but in some of the rooms each bed is provided with a separate shelf, 
on two brackets, and rounded at the ends and varnished. They look much neater 
than the continuous shelf. The trestles and bed-boards still remain to disfigure the 
rooms, and it appears hopeless to expect that we shall ever be supplied with iron cots. 

The furnaces for heating the new barrack buildings have not worked at all 
satisfactorily. The furnace in the north end of the building has never worked well, 
and the brick work of furnaces has given way considerably, and has had to be 
repaired. I think it would pay to hire experienced stokers for the season. At 
present men have to be put on to act in that capacity who know nothing whatever 
of the working of the furnaces, and bave to teach themselves, and they cannot be 
expected to get the best work out of the furnaces. 


TELEPHONES. 


Telephones are the same here as last year—a private wire from the orderly 
room to the town station, and a second wire from the Quartermaster’s store con- 
necting with the central office. At Bantf telephone connection has been established 
between the barracks and the principal points in the Park, 


TELEGRAPH LINES, 


No new lines have been built in this district during the past year. A line is 
much needed north to Edmonton and south to Macleod. 
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FIRE PROTECTION, 


The hand engine is in good repair and Babcocks always ready to be used. The 
men in barracks are told off to their different stations in case of a fire, the detail being 
written out and placed on a board in a conspicuous place. A tank was built in the 
saddle room holding about 3,500 gallons of water, which gives a limited supply of 
water without haviug recourse to the river. A more powerful force pump is needed 
for use in the well; it takes along time to fill the tank with the present one, and would 
be of no or little use to keep the engine going in case of a fire. Barrels filled with 
water are kept in convenient localities and filled fire pails in all the rooms. Some 
additional hose was received, but when engine is at river and full length of hose on 
the force of water is weak. 


WATER SUPPLY, 


Water for use in the barracks is brought from the river in water carts. There 
is a well in square with a force pump and wind mill attachment. The detachment 
at Bantf dug a well a short time ago and got good water at a short depth. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Roads are good in this section as a rule, but a good deal of bridging requires to 
be done. Calgary is agitating for a new bridge across the Elbow River and a shorter 
and better trail south than that aftorded across the Mission bridge and up the bad 
hill as at present. No trouble has been experienced in fording the rivers, on account 
of continued low water, but bridges are badly needed across Sheep Creek and High 
River, on the Macleod trail. A couple of small bridges have been built at Pine and 
Nose Creek from funds granted by North-West Council, and some repairs and improve- 
ments made on the principal trails, 


FERRIES, 


The rivers have been so low that there has been little or no need of ferries, and 
the boat at High River Crossing was not put in the water at all. 


LIQUOR LAWS. 


Liquor is obtainable and sold to the initiated in every saloon in Calgary ; and in 
a place the size of Calgary, where there are civic authorities and local police, and 
where they make no attempt whatever to interfere with the traffic in intoxicants, it 
is next to impossible for us to do much towards lessening it. Thesaloons are searched 
occasionally and plenty of liquor found; but, as a rule, it is covered by permits. 
Some of the permits are ancient, but a permit is a permit, and it is quite impossible 
to prove that the liquor found was not imported under the permit produced. Per- 
mits have not been granted to saloon-keepers for some time, but many people who 
are granted permits leave them in saloons or turn them over to saloon-keepers, 80 
that they always have a full supply of other people’s permits, and as it has been 
ruled that liquor legally brought into the country can then legally be in anybody’s 
possession, it is no use to move in the matter. All we can do is to endeavor to pre- 
vent liquor being imported in large quantities. It is no use trying to deny the fact 
that the sentiment of the greater part of the country is distinctly adverse to the 
statute on this subject; we get no sympathy with our efforts to put a stop to the 
traffic, and it is the most disagreeable of the many duties we have to perform. 
During the past season two large seizures were made—one at Laggan, on 4th March, 


of 311 gallons, was found ina car of lumber. On 17th October 39? gallons were 


found in a car at Calgary, labelled as 4 per cent. beer. In all 820 gallons were spilled 
in this district during the last twelve months, representing a total waste of a large 
sum of money. 

SETTLERS. 


A number of settlers have come into the country, how many I am unable to 
say, but every time I am on a trip new buildings are seen and people keep passing 


32 


up the rivers right to the foot-hills. There have been more schools and churches 
built, and wherever you have to go the way gets longer on account of new fences to 
goround, As far as I am aware, the majority are in comfortable circumstances. 
Improved farming implements are seen wherever you go, and a better class of stables 
and outbuildings are being put up. 


CROPS. 


The past season was a very dry one, and in consequence the crops have not been 
so heavy as usual. ‘The average under cultivation was larger than last year, and the 
total yield of grain, as far as I can learn, is about the same as 1888. Potatoes, I judge, 
are not a very heavy crop. A snow storm early in September damaged some of the 
crop not cut. The fall was very open and weather mild, and a large amount of 
ploughing was done. 


RANCHERS, 


I believe the increase in the herds of the ranchers to have been large the past 
season. The winter was mild, and very little rain or cold weather in the spring, 
which was favorable for the growth of young stock. The feed is not as good as 
usual in some parts of the district, but generally sufficient. Large numbers of 
thoroughbred stock have been imported, both horses and cattle, and quite a number 
of young steers were brought from the East and turned out on the ranges to be 
eventually made into beef. A large number of beef cattle have been shipped off the 
ranges to the Hast and to England. Sheep have done well. Two or three flocks have 
been disposed of and shipped both Hast and West. 


GAME. 


Game continues to decrease in an alarming manner. The season for ducks 
should not, I think, open until the 1st September. I know last year that a large 
number of prairie chickens were shot between the 15th August, when ducks could 
be shot, and 1st September, the opening day. Owing to the dry season nearly all 
the ponds, sloughs and lakes were dried up, and wild fowl were conspicious by their 
absence. There is but little large game, except in the mountains. What few deer 
there are in the foot-hills are kept from increasing by the Stoney Indians. I know 
of only one game guardian in this district, and it is time that steps were taken to 
enforce the game laws. 

There should, I think, be some legislation on the fishery question. There is 
practically no close time for fish at present, and the rivers are fast becoming depleted. 
T have seen netted trout exposed for sale in Calgary, and fish traps and other unlaw- 
ful means of capturing fish are in common use. Itis easy to destroy the supply of 
fish by over-fishing, by fair and foul means, but it is a hard matter to stock waters 
again, and the matter should be intelligently considered before it is too late. 


INDIANS. 


There is little of interest to report concerning the Indians in this district. It 
has been endeavored as much as possible to keep them on their reserves. They have, 
as a rule, submitted quietly to be sent back to their reserves, but I doubt the legality 
of such a proceeding, as according to the treaties made with them they can go where 
they like as long as they behave themselves. Just after the treaty payments and in 
spring are the two principal times they scatter over the country. There is no doubt 
they kill some cattle, and it isa hard matter to detect. They know enough to cut 
the brand out of the hide, and hide or bury the head, and if meat is found in their 
possession it is hard to prove where it came from. We have had to make but few 
arrests amongst the Indians, and there was no trouble with any of them, If an 
Indian is wanted, and we cannot find him, it is usually sufficient to notify the chief 
of his band, and the man wanted is soon produced. There have been two Blackfoot 
Indians employed as scouts attached to Gleichen detachment, and they have done very 


33 


good service. I think it would be a good plan to have a few mounted Indian Police 
enrolled on each reserve, and give the head chiefs power to deal with minor cases, of 
course, under the direct supervision of their agents. The Industrial School at the 
mouth of High River, under the charge of Rev. Father Claude and assistants, is doing 
good work towards educating a portion of the Indian children. There are ninety 
scholars at present in this institution. There is an orphanage in connection with the 
Stoney Reserve at Morley. The Indians, I am sorry to say, are becoming devidedly 
careless about leaving their camp fires burning when moving their camps. 


HALF-BREEDS. 


There are quite a number of half-breeds in this section, varying very much, as 
they move about a good deal. Some have taken up homesteads and are making im- 
provements; the greater part, however, live by freighting between here and the 
northern country. They have been very quiet and well-behaved, and I have not a 
serious crime to record against them. 


FIRES. 


There having been little snow during the winter of 1888-89, and the spring 
opening early, the ground was very dry and many destructive fires occurred, 
and a great deal of damage was done. In the beginning of April a fire started 
west of Calgary. All available men were sent out, and got fire under. It broke 
out again next day, when men were turned out again and put it out finally. 
Two arrests were made in connection with this fire. One was acquitted, the other 
fined $100 and costs, which was paid. On 2nd April a fire was started on South 
Fork of Sheep Creek, from a fire left burning by some Indians, presumably a band 
of Stoneys who had passed that way. It was put out by detachment stationed at 
Millar’s, with other help. On 18th April a fire started near the the Forks of Fish 
Creek. Under the furce of a heavy wind it assumed large proportions, sweeping the 
whole country south-east for many miles, burning some stock, a large amount of 
fencing, hay, some houses and barns, fa‘ming implements, and doing a vast amount 
of harm to grass on ranges. It also penetrated into the timber in the foot-hills, and 
has been smouldering all summer, and broke out again this fall, though I believe it 
is now entirely out. An arrest was made in connection with this fire, and the 
offender fined $100 and costs. This fine was paid. Two fires occurred on Ghost 
River last December. Both were got out without doing much damage. An arrest 
was made in connection with the second one, but the charge was dismissed by the 
magistrate on account of insufficient evidence. With one exception there have been 
no serious fires in this section this fall. The one serious one was started on north 
side of Canadian Pacific Railway track, close to Sheppard, by an engine—at least, 
there was no fire until a train passed. It was blowing hard from the south-east and 
spread with great rapidity, burning a large quantity of stacked hay. Two fires were 
started near Gleichen on different occasions by the same engine, and, but for the 
efforts of the detachment, would have probably burned up the whole country. ‘The 
detachment at Gleichen also, put out a fire near Cluny, started, as far as could be 
known, by an engine. On 13th September a fire was put out by detachment 
stationed at Millai’s, on the south fork of Sheep Creek. It was started by a fire left 
burning by some Indians, Constable Lynch followed on the Indians’ trail, but lost 
them owing to a snow storm coming on. On 24th Augusta fire started between the 
detachment buildings at Pekisko and the North-West Colonization Company’s 
ranche. This was put out, and no trace found as to its origin. On 5th September a 
fire started on south side of river from Morley. The detachment, Indians and others, 
worked at it for about four days and finally got it under. It was in the bush. A 
young Stoney Indian, who was found near the spot where fire originated, stated it had 
been started by a war party of Bloods, who had fired several shots at him. As no 
trace of any such party could be found his yarn was generally discredited, and he 
most likely accidentally started it himself. The detachment at Scarlett’s aided in 
suppressing several fires during the year. No arrests were made, The traffic is 
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heavy on that trail. On 5th September a fire occurred near High River Crossing, 
caused by a settler letting fire get away, where he was burning round his stacks. 
He was arrested and brought before a magistrate, and let off by paying the costs of 
case. Quite a large fire occurred on the 24th September near C. C. ranche. 
Detachments from Mosquito Creek and Pekisko, and a large force of settlers, got this 
fire under. Origin of fire not known. On 6th October a small fire occurred a short 
distance north of Mr. McPherson’s ranche on High River, but was put out before 
assuming large proportions. A fire occurred in November on Bow River, below 
mouth of High River, by which some hay was burnt, and it was supposed to have 
been caused by Indians. Several fires that started near Calgary have been put out 
by men from the post. I am glad to say that the public in general are beginning 
to fully realize the immense amount of damage these prairie fires do in destroying 
the grass, and are much more careful to prevent fire starting, and prompt to turn 
out if one starts. I certainly think that the railway companies should be obliged 
to make some provision along their lines to prevent fires being started by their 
engines. There is no doubt in the world that the sparks from the engines start 
many fires, and about the only feasible plan is to plough or turn a sufficiently wide 
fire break on each side of the track. During the past season no attempt whatever 
was made to do this. 


INCREASED RATES OF PAY. 


All men entitled to it have received the annual increase of good conduct pay, and 
all artizans and men employed at any particular stated labor receive different rates 
of increased pay, according to manner of work they perform. 


CANTEEN. 


A canteen was started at this post in the middle of March of this year and has 
worked very satisfactorily. It is managed by a committee, with myself as president 
and treasurer, the Sergeant-Major and four non-commissioned officers and men chosen 
by the division. Four per cent. beer, cigars, tobacco of various kinds, cigarettes, 
soap, blacking, biscuits and cheese are the articles in stock. All bills are settled 
monthly, and the profits have so far been used to lessen the rate paid by the men for 
extra messing. 


GENERAL WORK. 


Under different headings I have described shortly various kinds of duties per- 
formed by my command. Patrols perform a large proportion of the work. Trains 
are met at Gleichen, Calgary, Morley, Canmore, Anthracite and Laggan. As a rule 
there are about ten prisoners at this post who have to be guarded and their daily 
work superintended. 

Convicts and lunatics have been taken to the Penitentiary in Manitoba. Men 
have attended all sittings of the Supreme Court, acting as orderlies, taking charge of 
juries and attending inquests. Two bodies found on the banks of the Bow, one iden- 
tified, the other not, were buried. 

A large proportion of improvements made to barrack buildings were performed by 
our own men; any race or other meetings held outside the town limits are attended 
by a body of our men to preserve order. Men stationed along the C. P. R. and 
elsewhere endeavor to suppress the liquor traffic. Indian payment monies were 
taken charge of and handed over to agents, and escorts furnished during payments ; 
Indians kept moving and sent back to their reserves; all complaints made by settlers 
enquired into and settled, if possible; prairie fires worked at many times, offenders 
traced and brought to justice; warrants and summons served, besides which the 
recular routine of life in the barracks is carried out. An escort was furnished to 
accompany the Edmonton mail for some little time. 

The division had the honor to furnish a guard of honor to His Excellency the 
Governor General on his arrival at Calgary, and a mounted escort to accompany him 
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on his visit to the Blackfoot Reserve. Magisterial duties have been performed by 
such officers of the division entitled to act. 

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has visited Calgary twice, and was furnished 
with such transport and escorts as he required, on the second occasion transport 
being furnished to Edmonton. 

Men transfered to divisions stationed at Macleod and Edmonton Districts have 
been forwarded to their destinations. Transport has been furnished to Ministers of 
the Crown and other distinguished parties, both here and at Banff. Numberless 
duties have been performed which it is not possible to enumerate without giving a 
detailed statement of each day’s work in the District. 


DISCIPLINE, CONDUCT, &c. 


I have much pleasure in reporting that the conduct of members of my command 
has been exceptionally good. I have had but very few serious cases of breaches of 
discipline to deal with. The sobriety of the men is marked, especially in a place 
like Calgary, where strong liquors are so easily obtainable. 

I am highly gratified to be able to make the above statement. 

I beg to forward the usual statement of cases tried in my district during the 
year, and statement of mileage made by horses of E Division (not printed). 

I have the honour to be, Sir. 
Your obedient servant, 
J. H. McILLREE, 
Superintendent, Commanding “ LH” Division. 
The Commissioner N. W. M. Police, 
Regina. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT GAGNON, COMMANDING 
DEPOT DIVISION, 1889. 


Reaina, 15th December, 1889. 


Srr,—I have the honor to submit my report for the year ended 30th November, 
1889. 

Peace and quietness have prevailed throughout this district during the year, and 
although a large docket of cases tried is shown, no serious offences have been com- 
mitted. 

Alfred Brazier, a greaser, was arrested at Moose Jaw on 19th August last for 
murder committed in Montana, United States. On the 23rd of the same month, he 
having voluntarily signed adocument by which he waived his right to be heard before 
a Court of Justice in Canada, and agreed to surrender to the Sheriff of Miles City, 
Montana, United States, at the boundary, was escorted to said boundary and there 
handed over to the United States authorities. 

As in former years, large quantities of illicit liquor have been destroyed and 
many contraventions of the Territories liquor law brought to justice where convictions 
were obtained against the delinquent. 

Owing to the extraordinary dryness of the season prairie fires have been more 
destructive this year than last, and in spite of the efforts of the police, aided by the 
citizens, considerable damage has been caused to property ; in some instances new set- 
tlements had their whole summer work and supply of hay destroyed by the raging 
element. Several considerable stacks of grain were also burnt. 

A summer outpost was established at Grand Rapids in June last, to work in 
connection with the Manitoba officials to prevent liquor traffic on the Saskatchewan 
and the shores of Lake Winnipeg. There being no navigation on the Saskatchewan 
this year on account of very low water, the work of the detachment in this line has 
been light, but valuable information with reference to fisheries in Lake Winnipeg 
has, I believe, been collected. 
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Another outpost was established at Yorkton. 

On the occasion of the visit of His Excellency the Governor General, escorts 
were detailed for his travelling through the country and for his reception at 
Regina. This duty was performed very creditably, as was also the duty of escorting 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of the Territories at the opening and closing 
of the North-West Legislative Assembly. 

The Indian Department have as usual been assisted by parties of our men in 
transporting their annuity money through the country and making their treaty 
payments. 

The discipline in the division has been remarkably good; few serious charges 
are recorded, considering that in this division recruits have to be tried as to their 
fitness for service, and that awkward men and bad characters from other divisions 
are being continually sent in for training, the discipline has to be kept in a more 
rigid manner and the duties are more trying. 

D-ills, both mounted and dismounted, have been gone through during the year 
whenever the weather permitted, and recruit drill kept on daily, in doors when not 
practicable outside. 

The different outpost divisions having during the year been under strength, 
constant applications were made for drafts from headquarters ; and recruits, as soon 
as they had passed their drills, were sent out consequently there was little time left for 
target practice. Most of the men, however, joined their divisions in time to make 
their yearly target practice. 

Recruits engaged during the year have only been accepted when their physique 
was without reproach. 163 joined. 

Seven desertions took place from this post during the year. 

The health of the men has been remarkably good; no death from illness having 
occurred during the year. 

The kit and clothing supplied are of good quality and give general satisfaction. 
Winter overcoats, however, are not supplied in sufficient quantities to allow an issue 
to all men, 

Few of the arms in use of the division are in as good condition as I could wish 
them to be, on account of damaged rifles being collected here from other divisions 
and issued to the men, but as soon as new barrels are supplied this will be remedied. 

The saddlery and harness are in good condition, as also the transport. 

The barrack rooms have not been very comfortable during the first part of the 
autumn, on account of the furnaces not working very well, but a great improvement 
has been made lately, and I think they will answer as well as last winter. 

The strength of the division on the 30th November last was as follows :— 


Officera N.C. 0.’s, and Constables... sa.c.scseecceverestiessssrcincnasaes it 
USS ee oe race es a AE ices Ni aes BT a eck nA arate mee tle es 131 


The remounts received during the year—all bronchos—have given good satis- 
faction. 

The horses of the Division have travelled on patrol duty during the last twelve 
months 188,559 miles. 

Enclose please tind statement of cases tried in the district during the year. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. GAGNON, 
Superintendent Commanding Head Quarters District. 
The Commissioner N. W. M. Police, 
Regina. 
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APP PaNeD Toke i: 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT DEANE, COMMANDING 
SC eDIVISION, 


LETHBRIDGE, 1st December, 1889. 


Sir,—I have the honour to render the annual report of “K” Division of the 
North-West Mounted Police from the 1st December, 1888, to the 30th November, 
1889, 


GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT. 


The prospects of Lethbridge at the close of last year were very promising, but 
the unusually mild winter had a most depressing influence upon business, the effects 
of which have not yet worn off. 

Business cannot go utterly to the bad in a place of this size, where a minimum 
of something like $20,000 is paid monthly in wages, and the indications are that 
there is a good time coming. 

The Indians anticipate a hard winter, the mines will be working full time, and 
there is a general feeling of confidence that the projected railway to Benton will be 
taken in hand next spring. 

There has been a considerable exodus of miners during the past few months, 
but chiefly among those who could be best spared. For those who remain there is 
abundant work. Two brothers earned $140 each during the month of October last at 
the rate of 80 cents per ton. 

The district is very healthy. Wind in Lethbridge is an emblem of constancy 
which would have carried conviction to Juliet’s heart, and germs must have a hard 
time of it. 

A Board of Trade and Civic Committee has been recently formed, and this, at 
less expense, will answer all the practical purposes of a corporation. This board 
means business, and has already set its mark upon the town. 

There is on the other side of the line a large idle floating population, which will 
probably swarm in here as soon as sufficient attractions are presented. A railway 
to the border will increase our work and responsibilities to an incalculable extent, 
and it is not unlikely that this division will require to be somewhat strengthened. 


CRIME, 


There has been no crime to speak of. The following list comprises all com- 
plaints of offences which have arisen within the district during the year :— 
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Of the eight offences against the person, conviction resulted in four cases. Three 
of the others were quarrels, which were amicably arranged, and one was dismissed. 
There was nothing in either to call for remark. 

Five complaints were made of malicious injuries to property. Three of tbese 
were charges brought against Indians for killing cattle, but careful enquiry left no 
doubt that the calves were dying or dead of “black leg,” and the Indians merely cut 
up the carcases. In one case, however, I considered it advisable to have the Indians 
brought up and charged. After a long investigation, one of them said that he would 
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never have gone near the heifer if he had known there was going to be such a fuss 
about it. Having impressed upon them the fact that there would be a fuss in every 
such case I let them go, cautioning them and all other Indians that in future, when 
they might find a dead or dying beast on the prairie, they should obtain the owner’s 
permission before touching the carcase. 

In one of the remaining cases complaint was made that beef cattle had been 
taken off the prairie, killed and sold by unauthorized persons. We could not obtain 
sufficient evidence to sustain a prosecution, as the hide had been carefully made away 
with. The North-West Legislature have now, I understand, passed an Ordinance in 
view of this class of offence. 

In the fifth case a charge was brought against a boy of having killed some sheep 
by breaking in their heads with large stones, The heads were there to testify that 
they had not received any such treatment. Thesheep had doubtless been overheated 
and died of exhaustion, but there was no evidence to show that any one was to blame 
but the owner. 

Of the four cases of larceny reported, conviction resulted in three: one being 
the case of a watch stolen from a rancher’s house during his absence. We traced 
the watch after some time, and the prisoner received three months’ imprisonment at 
hard labor from Judge Macleod. The fourth case was that of a Winchester rifle and 
Colt’s revolver, stolen from I. G. Baker’s slaughter house. They were probably taken 
by an Indian, but we have not yet recovered them. 

The number of horses reported missing amounts to the large total of 89. Of 
these, 66 have been recovered—some by their owners and other settlers, and a great 
many by the police. Of the remainder, 4 have been seen running at large on the 
upper crossing of the St. Mary’s; 5 in the neighborhood of the Crow’s Nest Pass; 
1 at Pincher Greek; 1 was found by its owner mired and dead in the St. Mary’s 
River. The stock inspector on the other side has been kind enough to send word that 
1 is at the Teton basin, and 1 is in possession of the agent on the Belknap agency. 
I have written to Col, Otis at Fort Assiniboine soliciting his good offices in recover- 
ing this horse for us. 

Ten are still missing, and we have no clue to their whereabouts. Owners do not, 
as a rule, notify us of recovery. So it is possible that the number of missing may 
not be so large. 

One of the horses reported as still missing in last year’s report was found in 
the Maple Creek district last spring, lame and unable to travel, and has since been 
returned to the owner here. 

As a rule, in the case of missing horses one can only judge by the light of subse- 
quent events whether they have been stolen or have merely strayed. 

As I have mentioned elsewhere, the whole country round here was burnt over 
last spring. When a horse gets on to burnt ground he will travel for miles whither- 
soever his fancy leads him, until he comes to feed, and the country is 80 large that a 
stray horse out of his bearings may wander for months without being seen. 

People, especially newcomers, are very apt to jump at the conclusion that a 
horse has been stolen, and some people are very careless about their horses. With 
us, who take the greatest possible care to picquet or hobble our horses on the prairie, 
picquet ropes, leg straps and hobbles break, and we have great trouble occasionally. 
It is no wonder, then, that people who turn their horses out to graze on the open 
prairie lose them. 

A resident of Lethbridge reported to us on the 20th May that his horse had 
been stolen from off the prairie where he was picqueted. On the 23rd May the horse 
was found and brought in by the Little Bow detachment, but the owner would not 
admit that the horse had not been stolen. A little later, however, he had the can- 
dor to come and tell us that when he went to fetch in his horse and found, as he 
thought, the rope cut off close to the pin head, he had gone to another man’s picquet 
pin! 

The only case of horse stealing that we know of this year is that of a man 
named Lambert, who stole a horse from off the prairie and went to Conrad, in 
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Montana, where he sold it. I communicated with the authorities on the other side, 
and whether they were making the neighborhood warm for Lambert I do not know, 
but he suddenly re-appeared in Lethbridge on a horse which was said to have been 
stolen in the States, was warned by an old associate that he was “wanted,” and 
started at full gallop for Dunmore, following the railway track. Sergeant Ross, 
however, was duly posted, and had his eye upon him, took a hand-car and three men 
and caught Lambert about 15 miles down the line. He was convicted under the 
192nd section of the Customs Act, and was awarded six month’s imprisonment. 
Later on a witness was procured from Montana who contributed to his being con- 
victed of having stolen from here the horse on which he rode to Conrad, and for that 
offence Judge Macleod gave him an additional six months’ hard labor. 

A man who lives near Conrad says that Lambert arrived there with three 
horses. If so, he must, as we have long suspected, have stolen two more from here. 
The man in question said he could not spare the time to come over and give 
evidence, without which we could not successfully prosecute. 

This charge, if proved, would have reduced my number of horses still 
unaccounted for to eight. 

Settlers on either side of the line must bear in mind that the suppression of 
horse stealing needs their co-operation, to the extent at least of giving evidence to 
convict an apprehended thief. 

The two cases of violation of the Customs law were: the case of the man named 
Lambert, just previously mentioned, who failed to pay duty on the horse which he 
brought from the other side, and who was captured on the road to Dunmore by 
Sergeant Ross, and that of a restaurant keeper in town, who had a quantity of 
smuggled cigars, &c., in his possession, and who was fined. 

The importation of smuggled liquor into Lethbridge is practically nil. The 
seizures made during the early part of the year convinced liquor runners that “ the 
game is not worth the candle,” and they have given it up, so far as this place is 
concerned, at any rate. JI am speaking now only of importation over the line. So 
far as our own railways are concerned, the Inland Revenue stamp precludes my 
giving any guarantee on that head. 

Last year hop beer was the prevailing beverage. These breweries were closed 
early in the year by the Inland Revenue Department, and thirsty ingenuity soon 
discovered that permit liquor was, after all, the safest thing to handle. From 
one point of view this is distinctly an advantage to mankind—the initiated can 
obtain a decent glass of liquor—instead of the fiery poison that used to be sold, 
which, I believe, would only find a market now under extreme pressure. 

In my humble opinion, the statute itself (if the statute will pardon such a free 
application of the vulgar tongue) is responsible for the “ nigger in the fence.” 

Section 95 of chapter 50, 49, Victoria enacts as follows :— 

“ Every person who manufactures, &., imports, &¢., any intoxicating liquor or 


_intoxicant, except by special permission as aforesaid, or in whose possession or on 


whose premises such intoxicating liquor or intoxicant of any kind is or has been, 
shall incur a penalty,” &c. 

The words “such intoxicating liquor” can only mean that which is imported, 
&c., without the “special permission as aforesaid.” 


The permits are marked “not transferable,” but the statute says nothing about 
the written “ permission ” being transferable or not. 

It follows, therefore, that there is no reason why a person should not import 
liquor under a permit, and hand both permit and liquor over to any other person, 
and so long ag the liquor in question is that comprehended by the permit the 
recipient is within the law. 

The first section (declaratory) of the prohibitive statute provides that no intoxi- 
cating liquor or intoxicant shall be imported into, &c., &c., or had in possession in 
the North-West Territories, “except by special permission, in writing, of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor,” but there is no penalty provided for the enforcement of this broad 
enactment, 
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The consequence is that in these days, when lawyers must live, the prohibitive 
law is practically inoperative. 

Of the thirteen cases of breach of the prohibitive liquor law which have arisen 
within this district during the year ten have resulted in conviction. 

In one of the remaining cases the liquor seized was found to be covered by a per- 
mit which subsequently arrived, andin the other two cases the liquor was seized but 
the owners were conspicuous by their absence. 

The two last mentioned instances are as follows :— 

On the 9th December, 1888, Sergeant Ross seized 100 gallons of Montana whiskey 
which was “cached” on the prairie about nine miles to the south of the town. He 
brought in thirty gallons of it, but having no transport for the rest, and being assured 
that if he left it he would see it again no more, spilt it on the spot. The thirty gal- 
lons which he brought in were destroyed in my presence. 

On the 13th April (this is probably unique in North-West experience) our 
Indian scout, “Star Child,” found a ten gallon keg of whiskey in possession of two 
men in the river bottom here and took it away from them, They tried cajolery, 
threats and bribes, but he was impervious to all, held on to his capture, and sent for 
Sergeant Ross, who brought it to the barracks, where it was destroyed. “Star Child” 
looked about for the men for a long while, but never succeeded in identifying them. 

The two following are, I think, fair instances of the manner in which the non- 
commissioned officers and men on outpost duty keep their eyes about them. We knew 
that a man named Tom Percel had a cargo of éiquor in the neighborhood of the line 
which he was endeavoring to bring in. 

The 4th of July was a day which could hardly be kept in gala fashion without a 
little stimulant, and on the evening of the 2nd, becoming impatient, Percel put his 
fate to the test and lost it all. On that evening at 7 o'clock Sergeant Macdonell 
started from his outpost at Milk River Ridge on patrol ; came across a fresh waggon 
track, followed it up and overtook Percel, who was conveying six 5 gallon kegs of 
fire-water. Sergeant Macdonell brought the outfit in here, where Percel paid his fine, 
and where his waggon, horses and harness were handed over to the Customs officer 
who confiscated and sold them. The liquor came in handy for killing some grass on 
a barrack road. 

During the last week in July a party of police from here were building a bridge 
over a mud hole in the middle coulée on the road to Milk River Ridge. On the 29th 
July Corporal Elliott, of the flying patrol, came across a fresh waggon track and 
followed it. It led into the Middle Coulée, and on arrival there he found a noted 
whiskey runner named “ Red McCounell” in the police camp; his waggon, which 
was empty, and horses, were close by. Something must have scared McConnell, for 
he had nothing in his waggon when he reached our working party's camp, and find- 
ing them there wasasurprise to him. Constable Patrick, carrying despatches from the 
Nine Mile Butte, had also seen his trail, and was riding to overtake him. McConnell 
probably had an inkling of this and without stopping, pitched his kegs out of the 
waggon, 80 that they rolled down a bank out of sight from the trail. Corporal Elhott 
noticed from the wheel marks that the waggon was getting lighter, and thus had no 
difficulty in finding the kegs later on. He and his pack-horse patrol joined the 
working party’s camp. After supper McConnell pulled out and drove off into the 
smoke of distant bush fires with which the country was at that time overspread. 
Elliott watched the kegs all night, and in the early morning McConnell began to 
carry them one by one to another and more convenient spot. Elliott stopped him 
with the second keg in his arms, and brought him and his outfit, including five 10 
gallon kegs of whiskey, into barracks, where the liquor was destroyed and McConnell 
was fined. Luckily for him there was no proof that the whiskey had been carried in 
the waggou aforesaid. So McConnell saved his transport from seizure and confisca- 
tion. This is the first time that he has been caught in a long and merry life, and he 
has not travelled this way since. 

On the 17th July, in consequence of a complaint made to me by an aggrieved 
wife, I ordered a saloon in Lethbridge, occupied by Charles Bulger, to be searched. 
three barrels of Milwaukee lager beer and one of stout were found, and asummons was 
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issued to the proprietor. The first question was, whether or not this particular brand 
was an intoxicant. As to this, it happened that we had an opportunity of observing 
its effects upon a man who drank some half dozen bottles in the vourse of an afternoon, 
and upon the evidence the defendant’s counsel, could not but admit that the intoxicat- 
ing properties of the beer were proved ad nauseam. The defendant then produced 
two permits, issued over four months previously, for 32 gallons of beer, each to two 
persons in town, one of whom was a Chinaman, The beer was imported on the Ist 
April and the case was tried before me on the 20th July. The nominees handed their 
permits over to the saloon keeper, who ordered and procured the beer through a local 
agent. The permit holders did not know the price of the liquor—had not seen it and 
had not paid for it whereas, the defendant had paid the local agent in part though 
not in full. I considered that the prosecution had made out their case, and fined the 
defendant, who did not appeal. 

While on this subject I may perhaps be permitted to say a few words on the 
question of police justices, now before the country. For my part, I have always 
avoided trying any cases whenever I could possibly do so. Since I have been here 
I have accepted the situation because there has been no help for it. In former years 
it has been within my experience that local justices have refused to try liquor cases 
on the ground that they could not run the risk of injuring their business. On one 
occasion I visited an out station in connection with a liquor case—found a local justice 
theie, who was disinclined to have anything to do with it; represented to him that it 
was his duty to try the case, but that if he would not do so [ would. He finally con- 
sented, and convicted and fined the defendant. 

Not long ago I happened to meet an acquaitance who hailed from that neigh- 
baurhood, and asked him how so-and-so was getting on. He replied that he was not 
doing much; he had lost caste ever since he allowed himself to try a liquor case some 
years ago, and the neighbors still looked shy at him. Who, I would ask, is able to 
predict that local justices will be more willing than they have been in the past to 
subject themselves to the disagreeableness almost inseparable from the enforcement of 
an unpopular law? I am not alone in thinking that if police magistrates are disestab- 
lished the law in some parts of the country will become a dead letter. I will gladly 
make anyone a present of my magisterial] duties, but am quite sure that no one here 
would undertake them unless he were paid for it. In my opinion, nothing short of a 
stipendiary magistracy can efficiently supersede the present system. 

Of the three cases reported of contravention of the Indian Act, two resulted in 
conviction and one was dismissed. 

In one case, tried before Mr. Champness and myself, on the 11th January, two 
Indians identified the man who had sold beer to a drunken Indian, and I saw no 
reason to discredit their testimony. The defendant appealed, and on the 11th October 
left the country before the appeal was heard. 

There has been no charge of this nature since the 16th May. We have been a 
little more strict with the Indians since then. If they come in here to trade we allow 
them, as a rule, to stay one night, and then move them on, as much in the interest 
of settlers as of the Indians themselves. I think a contagious disease Act might not 
inappropriately be introduced among the Indians. When the men deliberately peddle 
their women round for prostitution, it is beyond the power of human ingenuity to 
stop it entirely. 

The twenty miscellaneous offences reported comprise minor charges, which call 
for no remark. Their disposal consists of nineteen convictions and one dismissal. 
One prairie fire conviction is included in the foregoing. 


INDIAN SCOUTS. 


Out of several Indian scouts that I have tried none have proved to be worth 
their salt but “Star Child,” and I am sorry to hear that he is dying of consumption. 
He did some good work for us, and I do not expect to replace him. He was a 
determined rascal, und the Indians generally were afraid of him. After he brought 
to a successful conclusion an intrigue in which he was much interested, no less than 
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the enticing of a white man’s Indian wife from him, he became less reliable and 
energetic, and I was at last obliged to discharge him. I should be glad to get 
another native scout of similar calibre. 


INDIANS. 


The Indians have behaved very well during the past year. ‘Red Crow’s” good 
example must count for a great deal. I am convinced that the key to the true 
repressive treatment of Indian delinquencies is to make plenty of what “ Little 
Person” called a “fuss” over their misdoings, and to teach them that the law has a 
very long arm, which never grows weary. For this reason it is a pity that “ The 
Dog” and “The Rib,” who, as convicts, escaped from the sheriff at Dunmore 
upwards of a year ago, should still be at large, and I would respectfully urge the 
proffer of a reward by the Department of Justice for their re-capture ; $50 would 
have had the desired effect in the case of one of them during the past summer, and 
the moral effect would be well worth the money. 

The Bloods think that they are the cream of creation, and it is time for them to 
begin to imbibe some modification of the idea. 

We have been unsuccessful in keeping them on their reserve. A firm and per- 
sistent pressure will in time have the desired effect. 

I went to the sun dance on the reserve this year, and I came away with the 
impression that it serves no useful purpose whatever, and might be profitably replaced 
by some other form of entertainment. No more than half a dozen would-be braves 
underwent the ordeal, and some of them were only brought to the scratch by 
obtrusive and derisive encouragement. The Indians could not agree among them- 
selves as to where it should be held, and Red Crow did not appear. It has the effect 
of bringing out all the bad qualities of the Indians, without any compensating advan- 
tage. It feeds the naturally cruel nature of the spectators, it panders to the lust of 
both sexes , and unsettles the marital relations of the Indians themselves; and last, 
though not least, it acts as an incentive to the triumphant participant to evince a 
courage to which he is far from feeling in the commission of some lawless act. 

On the 22nd April, Scout “Star Child” reported that four days previously a party 
of Bloods had gone to the States on a horse-stealing expedition against the Gros 
Ventres. I thereupon warned Col. Otis, commanding at Fort Assiniboine, who wired 
to me on the 10th May that “three Bloods with stolen stock passed through Bear 
Paw Mountains on the 8th, and there killed an Indian.” We had at this time 56 men 
on outpost duty, and patrols were moving night and day. On the 13th May, at about 
daybreak, two men from Corporal Elliott’s flying patrol, saw an Indian about five 
miles off driving some ponies towards the reserve. He soon caught sight of them 
and set off at full speed, heading for one of the many coulées thereabouts. He was 
so hard pressed, that he had to abandon his booty and “ caché” himself. The patrol 
found first the mare which he had just ridden, with her flanks and back badly gashed 
by the Indian’s knife, and which died from exhaustion soon after; they then found 
three more ponies and a yearling colt, which completed the tale. I subsequently 
sent these to Col. Otis, to be returned to the Gros Ventre owners. The other Indians 
mentioned in Col. Otis’ telegram did not come this way. 

On the 6th June I received a letter from Col. Otis, saying that the reports 
made to him of thefts, which had formed the subject of a letter to you, “were evi- 
dently exaggerated, as many of the horses then supposed to have been stolen were 
found to have strayed, owing to a severe storm which occurred at the time of loss.’ 

On the 31st July I received a telegram from Col. Otis that the agent at Fort 
Belknap had reported that four of his Indians had left their agency on the 27th to 
raid the Bloods. I wired to Superintendent Steele at Macleod, and sent an Indian 
to warn the Indians on the reserve. I believe the Belknaps succeeded in getting 
away with two horses, and if so, I think it was a very salutary lesson for the Bloods, 
calculated to lessen their conceit and teach them not to provoke reprisals. 

On the 2nd October I received a telegram from Medicine Hat that eight horses 
had been stolen from there on the night of the 30th September. Descriptions of the 
horses reached me on the afternoon of the 3rd, and the two owners, Cree Indians, 
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arrived on the morning of the 4th October. I sent one of them with a constable to 
Stand-Off, and the other to Corporal Turnbull, on the Little Bow, with orders to 
follow the river bank until they found the trail of the horses crossing the Belly. It 
was, of course, a foregone conclusion that the horses were safely “‘ cachéd” on the 
Blood reserve before I received notice of the theft, and the only thing to be done was, 
if possible, to bring the larceny home to the Bloods. Corporal Turnbull’s patrol 
picked up the trail where it crossed the Belly River, at the Cypress Cattle Com- 
pany’s ranche, and followed it via Kipp to the reserve. On arrival there they heard 
that the horses had been given up to the Macleod police, so went there and 
recovered them. We ascertained from camp gossip that the horses reached the 
reserve on the night of the 1st October, that the thieves were afraid the police would 
find them, so drove them off to another “caché” next day. I issued a warrant for 
the thieves, “Come Singing” and “ Sharp Eyes,” but it has not yet been executed. 
The Crees took their horses home in great delight. 

At the end of May it was reported by the Kennedy’s Crossing detachment that 
twelve lodges of Canadian Crees were encamped about nine miles down the river on 
the American side. These roving bands are always likely to lead to trouble, so I 
wrote to Col. Otis, saying that if they were Canadian Crees, and if he would have 
them escorted within our reach, I would have them conducted northwards, away 
from the line, and out of harm’s way. Some days, of course, elapsed before I could 
communicate with Col. Otis, but he immediately sent out a party to act in accord- 
ance with my suggestion. I fancy, however, the troops were unable to find them, as 
the Indians had split up into twos and threes and gone on various hunting expedi- 
tions. The troops looked for them for some time, but I never heard any more of the 
Indians in question. 

Apropos of roving bands of Indians, I would respectfully submit that the issue of 
passes from the reserve to Indians, enabling them to roam about a cattle country, 
such as the Little Bow, is much to be deprecated. I recognize the difficulty of an 
Indian agent in refusing a pass to a plausible Indian; but there are two main points 
to be remembered: one; that the cattle must be protected ; and the other, that Indians 
will never work on the reserve so long as they are permitted to roam the country, 


OUTPOSTS AND PATROLS. 


The outpost system of this division has been somewhat extended this year with 
very satisfactory results. The country has been so thoroughly patrolled that the 
few lines on the map give but a faint idea of the ground that has been covered. 

As last year, the patrols to the south and east covered 170 miles straight on end 
from division headquarters, connecting with “A” Division at Willow Greek, In 
addition to this we had a camp at Kennedy’s Crossing, on the Milk River (150 miles 
from here). I understand that it is your intention to have this outpost in future 
provided by “A” Division, within whose district it really is. By whomsoever 
furnished, there certainly should be a camp there. 

The country between Pendant d’Oreille and Willow Creek was scouted, and the 
50 mile connection made by a pack-horse outfit—four days being allowed for the 
round trip in each week, 

There being no water in Kipp’s Coulée this year I was obliged to have two camps 
along the 55 mile road, from here to Milk River Ridge, mainly to accommodate teams, 

The number of men on outpost duty has fluctuated from time to time, according 
to the work in hand, but the average number furnishing the patrol which scouted 
the southern section of country is as follows :— 

Miles. N.C.O. Const. Horses. 


Hitteen Milecbalcous tA sent hel 12 0 3 2 
Mino MilasButteynes. Pi ee ee ay. 33 0 3 2 
Milk River Ridge.......... 9 1 5 is 
Writing-on-Stone........ 25 1 6 8 
Reodant dOreillond Aamo we th Og 1 6 8 
dc Guned y's; Crossing watorsiois ae aldol. 88 0 4 L 
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I have also had a camp on theSt. Mary’s River, about 20 miles distant from here 
by saddle, from which a flying patrol has scoured the neighboring country, and has 
done most creditable service. 

Another camp again has been stationed at the junction of the Little Bow and 
Belly Rivers, and the satisfaction of the ranchers thereabouts is proof conclusive of 
its usefulness : 

Miles. N.C.O. Const. Horses. 
Flying Patrol. ......00. +0 csserersssseeesseceeroess 20 1 + 6 
TSO BOW ee Nac cetcore: sce ern oemea saa 1 3 4 


The division has done a great deal of work this year, some of it of an abiding 
nature. 

Karly in the spring two substantial bridges were constructed in Kipp’s Coulée, 
and the Middle Coulée, on the road to Milk River Ridge, the logs and poles for each 
being hauled 55 and 48 miles respectively, from Writing-on-Stone. 

The n cessity of a good half-way house and stable is very pressing, but water, 
both as to quantity and quality, is the trouble. 

The Fifteen Mile Lake was a large lake last year with plenty of good water. It 
is now nearly dried up, and I have recently had to move the camp about 15 miles 
further on, where a spring has been found in the Middle Coulée. Until this spring 
was found our horses had to travel 33 miles without a drop of water. Even this 
spring is a qualified blessing, as it disagrees with some of the passing team horses 
and entails a great deal of responsibility on the teamsters, whose care and attention 
J cannot sufficiently praise. 


At the Fifteen Mile Lake the men were very much annoyed by skunks and 
foxes, One of the men had his boots eaten by foxes, and skunks were s0 numerous 
and obstrusive that the men were afraid of treading on them when getting out of 
bed at night. One night when I was there my teamster happened to awake and 
counted seven skunks and a fox in the camp. I sent out scantllng and laths to makea 
fence round each tent, and thereafter the annoyance was not 80 overpowering. The 
skunk seems to have a keen appreciation of the art of minding one’s own business, 
but woe betide any unlucky knight who is betrayed into any gesture giving him 
cause for alarm. He seems to take not unkindly to bacon. 

At the Nine Mile Butte there is a beautiful spring, which was dug out by the 
detachment, and three good sized tanks constructed out of stones and mud. All this 
section of country was burnt over last winter, and until the grass grew long enough 
we had to send out hay from here to the Butte and also to the Fifteen Mile Lake. 


At Milk River Ridge the accommodation for man and beast is very good indeed, 
and the contractors deserve credit for the capital work which they put into the 
buildings last year. This detachment remained out last winter. This year they 
have dug a good stone-lined well close to the house, and assisted by the barrack 
carpenter, have put up a frame storehouse measuring 12 ft. by 16 ft., a coal shed 
8 ft, square, and a latrine, at a cost of $125, the price of the lumber delivered in 
Lethbridge. A stoutly-built hay corral, 50 ft. by 40 ft., has also been constructed, 
the materials being hauled from Writing-on-Stone, 25 miles. Good hay was pro- 
curable within about five miles of the post and of this the detachment cut, hauled 
and stacked about 20 tons. 


This is my most western point on the Milk River, and hitherto western connec- 
tions have been made by “ D” Division, but next year if I am relieved of Kennedy’s 
Crossing I think I should have an outpost a few miles further westward, in the 
country which properly belongs to my district, the western boundary of which is 
supposed to be a line drawn north and south through Kipp. 

A permanent camp has been built this year at Writing-on-Stone, and the Min- 
ister of Customs the other day said he had not seen many better log buildings even in 
Ontario. The house measures 24 ft. by 18 ft. with lean-to kitchen, good cellar, shingle 
roof, &c, The stable measures 30 ft. by 18 ft.shingle roofed, and capable of holding ten 
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horses. A hay corral 55 ft. by 40 ft. has been constructed, and about 20 tons of hay put 
up. Thecamp is charmingly situated at the mouth of a coulée about five miles long 
on the south side of the river. 

The sides of the coulée are very precipitous and rocky. A fence at the mouth 
and another fence across the coulée about a mile up make an excellent corral for 
horses, where the shelter and feed are all that can be desired. The coulée abounds 
in wild currant bushes, the fruit of which is very fine. The logs used in the buildings 
&ec., were cut about four miles up the coulée by three or four of our own men, who 
have been chopping and building ever since June. Hauling the logs down the coulée 
was rough work and occupied a good deal of time. The road in the river bottom 
approaching the camp has beenimproved for about three miles, and made practicable 
for heavy teams. The ford has been graded and made good. A blacksmith’s shop 
has just been completed and the assistant farrier will remain all the winter, so will 
the veterinary assistant. 

In all respects this is a well situated post, entirely out of sight from the other 
side, close to the Sweet Grass Hills and in the line of travel therefrom. A party came 
over this summer with horses for sale. They were intercepted and passed along the 
line of outposts under surveillance to the Custom house at Lethbridge. We heard 
afterwards that they had no intention of paying duty when they crossed the border. 
It appeared that they had paid “big money” to a guide who had undertaken to 
convey them past the police line, and who left them after they came into our hands, 
The horse owners made no sales to speak of here, and soon re-crussed the line, hoping 
that Providence would allow them to get even with the guide. 

On the road from Writing-on-Stone to Pend:nt d’Oreille the nearest water is 26 
or 27 miles, where the trail approaches the river, the banks along the intervening 
distance being well nigh inaccessible. The Pendant d’Oreille detachment was the 
first out last spring, leaving Lethbridge on the 3lst March. They had put up a small 
log shanty last year, and on arrival this spring found a fresh quarter of beef there, 
which the owners never turned up to claim. Just prior to that it had been reported 
from Maple Creek that a cow had been killed at the head of the mountain and three 
S.T.V. horses stolen, and this circumstance confirmed my belief in the necessity of a 
permanent detachment at Pendant d’Oreille. 

A good deal has at times been said about permanent outposts, and exception 
taken to the trifling expense entailed by them. To my mind the question does not 
admit of argument. An army in presence of an enemy covers itself with outposts. 
We police have to look for enemies from within as well as from without, and our 
army is the general public, the isolated settler whose repose and security it is our 
business to ensure. 

The requirements—then, of a permanent party at Pendant d’Oreille are provided 
for by a set of log buildings of about the same dimensions as those at Writing-on- 
Stone—house, stable, &c., with hay corral, containing upwards of twenty tons of hay. 
The logs were cut about six miles down the river, and the road in that distance 
required considerable grading. The house stands on a cut bank of the river, and 
convenient approaches to water both for man and beast, involving a good deal of 
labor, have been made. 

The whole of the work along this line of outposts has been done by our own 
men—the building superintended by Staff Sergt. Keenan. 

Kennedy’s Crossing, where we have had a small detachment until recently, is 
a pretty nicely wooded spot, the loss of which I must regret, but we had to leave it 
because it turned out to be on American soil. The only available sight for buildings 
that I could see is on the table land, about four miles from the river bank, where 
there is a large lake. 

The Milk River outposts are being supplied with rations and forage which will 
carry them on until the middle of April. The men will get a little game—antelope 
and chicken at the Ridge the same at Writing-on Stone, where there is also beaver, 
and at Pendant d’Oreille antelope, chicken and black-tailed deer, with perhaps a 
bear thrown in. Coal, according to necessity, has been supplied to each post from 
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here, and the men will be very comfortable. The winter evenings, however, will be 
long, and contributions of books, not exclusively of a scientific or religious character 
will be thankfully received. 

Each outpost is supplied with a pack horse outfit; the intervening distance is 
almost daily travelled, and any travellers’ trails are followed up at once. 

Coming nearer home, we have built in a sheltered bottom of St. Mary’s River, 
about eighteen miles from here, a log house 20 by 18 feet, with lean-to kitchen, and 
stable 32 by 17 feet. The latter ispartly dug out of a convenient bank. A store- 
house 12 by 14 feet is in process of construction, This post will be the head-quarters 
of a flying patrol in summer and of the herd in winter. The feed is excellent and 
the shelter good. About thirty tons of hay have been put up and enclosed in a 
stout corral, measuring 40 by 20 feet. The horses of this patrol have averaged 400 
miles a week all the summer, and in addition to that work the men have hauled the 
logs for the buildings six miles down the river and seven miles overland to their 
present site; they have also put up the buildings and made excavations, without 
any outside assistance at all, barring a few teams which I have lent them when pos- 
sible for hauling logs overland. Their own energy has done the rest, and a very 
creditable showing it is. The house and stable are shingled and finished in the 
same way as at the other outposts. Door and window frames made here by our 
own carpenters and sent out. 

You allowed me $1,100 for the three out-posts. In the purchase of material for 
roofs, floors &c., and tools, I have expended approximately $975, which will leave 
$125 to be distributed in working pay. 

The camp on the Little Bow, to the north of Lethbridge, is situate in the heart 
of the ranching country in that section, and the men have moved into winter quarters 
close by. Accommodation for four men and four horses is rented at $10 per month, 
from Mr. Main, who supplies hay at $4 per horse per month. This is $4 cheaper 
than each horse could be fed in barracks, and the saving thus effected pays the 
rent of the buildings. 

In former years the ranchers have been much annoyed by marauding Indians, 
but during this year not a single Indian was seen in the neighborhood until the 
beginning of November, nor did the round-up parties come across a single head of 
cattle found dead under suspicious circumstances. 

This immunity from annoyance and loss is attributable solely to the presence of 
the police detachment, and the fact that we have hitherto been able to prevent Indians 
from roving about that country. 

In addition to the foregoing standing outposts, a special flying patrol has at 
intervals taken a run round the more unfrequented part of the country. Their move- 
ments were necessarily dependent upon water supply, which has been at an unprece- 
dented low ebb during the past season. 


THE GOVERNOR GENERAL’S VISIT. 


Owing to every available horse and man of the division being employed at work 
from which they could not be withdrawn without prejudice to the public service, L 
was unable to furnish any escort on the occasion of His Excellency’s visit. The 
omission was supplied from Macleod, in a manner that left nothing to be desired. 


ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


The assistance required of us by the Indian Department has been limited to 
escorting the Bloods’ and Piegans’ treaty money from Dunmore to Kipp, and helping 
an individual Indian here and there to recover his horse, &c., &c. 


ASSISTANCE TO CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT. 


We systematically furnish the Customs officer here with a report of all inward- 
bound travellers from the United States, and if we think there is a possible chance 
of “a slip between the cup and the lip” we bestow upon them the enjoyment of our 
society along the road. 
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The seizure of Garrison’s cigars and tobacco, the capture of Arned Lambert’s 
horse, and the seizure of Percel’s outfit comprehend the main items. 


ASSISTANCE TO THE RAILROADS, 


The North-West Coal and Navigation Company have not required any particu- 
lar assistance from us during the year. 


PRAIRIE FIRES. 


We have had a large and varied experience of prairie fires during the year. In 
the course of last winter and spring the entire country round about here was burnt 
over, and if these fires should be of annual recurrence, as seems more and more prob- 
able with advancing settlement, the grass will deteriorate year by year and may 
eventually be killed altogether. It may, therefore, be supposed that in a stock 
country prairie fires are an all-absorbing question. There is no doubt that locomo- 
tives are responsible for a large proportion of these fires, and nothing short ofa 
strip 100 feet wide burnt on each side of the track will obviate danger from that 
source. Of the rest, I believe the majority of prairie fires are the result of criminal 
negligence or worse. The country is so large, distances so deceptive and the time 
occupied in reaching a fire so great, that it is very difficult to discover the origin 
and bring it home to the culprit. 

On the evening of the 5th December, 1888, a prairie fire became visible from 
barracks. As it appeared to be only a short distance beyond the Six Mile Coulée to 
the southward, at 6 p.m.I sent 20 men to putit out. On arriving at the coulée 
they found it was 5 or 6 miles further on, and estimated it to be about 20 miles wide. 
They extinguished about 10 miles of it, prevented it from coming towards the town, 
and reached barracks next morning about 6 o’clock. A fall of snow shortly after- 
wards put out that which was left burning. 

On the 12th February, in the forenoon, I noticed a column of smoke arise from 
the Whoop-up Valley, and sent Constable Arrowsmith to see what it was. 

There is no doubt that it was started by settlers to clear land of brush, &c., but 
no evidence was obtainable. It is about seven miles from this to Whoop-up. Within 
half an hour of the constable’s departure the wind had risen from a gentle breeze to 
a furious gale. I became alarmed for the safety of our herd of horses, which were 
at pasture about twelve miles from here, in the very line which the fire would 
naturally take, and galloped out with Sergeant Ross. Needless to say the fire beat 
us all to nothing. It ran by leaps and bounds. The grass was long (a beautiful 
grazing country), and patches of burning grass would be carried through the air 
50 and 60 feet at a leap. Sergeant Ross, who is an experienced prairie man, 
said he never saw fire run so fast. Of course there was no question of attempting to 
stop it. We found our herd in a little off-shoot of a coulee, with fire all round them, 
but out of harm’s way. Two or three of the settlers along the St. Mary’s had very 
narrow escapes. Constable Arrowsmith arrived in time to assist in saving one house, 
&c., the fire having burned to within a yard of the hay stack; and Constable Graves 
managed to extinguish a tongue of flame which shot down into the valley from the 
table land, and which would in a few minutes have reached the house, hay, &c., of a 
settler who was away from home at the time. A snowstorm in the evening checked 
the further progress of the fire, but not until a large tract of valuable feed had been 
destroyed. 

On the evening of the 4th of April Mr. Howell Harris, manager of Mr. Conrad’s 
and I. G, Baker’s ranches, asked for assistance to put outa large prairie fire, supposed 
to be from twelve to fifteen miles north of this, which was threatening his range. I 
was very short of men just then, but went myself with a party of nine. We left the 
barracks at 8 p. m., crossed the river near here and made straight for the fire. We 
rode until 3 a.m, next day, and seemed to be as far from the fire as when we started. 
From 3 to 4. a.m. we halted to rest and feed the horses, and then, as we were not 
rationed for a lengthy stay, and there was a great uncertainty about water, we retraced 
our steps, reaching the river at 11 a.m., and the barracks soon after noon We had 
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thus travelled from 8 p.m. till noon, with one hour’s intermission, and must have 
covered fifty miles. We found afterwards that the fire was burning in an are, and 
that the centre, which seemed to us to be the nearest point, was really the furtnest 
from us. 

‘As we neared our journey’s end the wind gradually freshened and brought the 
aforesaid fire within the limits of practical extinguishment on the 6th April. On 
that evening it was creditably said to be within seven or eight miles. I started with 
a party at 9 a.m., and made the nearest point in about fifteen miles. We put out 
several miles of tire—all there was—and arrived in barracks at 5:30 a.m. on the 7th. 
Estimated distance travelled, thirty seven miles. 

On the 11th April we put out two large fires which had for some days been 
raging to the south and east of us, and which threatened the town. 

In all these cases the place of origin was too remote and indefinite for us to be 
able to ascertain the particulars. 

On the 3rd July a couple of children were playing alongside the track, when 
an engine ran by, and a spark therefrom set fire to the grass. The children ran and 
valled their mother, who came out of her house, close by, with a broom. A neighbor 
came out similarly armed, and in spite of its being a calm day, these women had 
great difficulty in keeping the fire out of their respective homes. {n accordance with 
general instructions, the evidence obtainable in this case was forwarded to the 
Tieutenant Governor, but it was not considered advisable to institute a prosecution. 

On the afternoon of the 16th September, there came into view the smoke of a 
prairie fire across the river, which looked as if it might be about ten miles distant. I 
sent out Inspector Moodie and a party. They rode towards it for about three hours, 
and then, finding that it was still a long way off and out of my district, returned— 
having travelled upwards of thirty miles. 

On the morning of the 21st September at 5:30 o’clock, the picquet reported a fire 
on the west side of the Belly River, and I sent out Inspector Bradley and a party of 
eight to put it out, and ascertain its origin if possible. About 10 a.m. an appeal 
came for more men, so I went with seven more. The first party had a hard time of 
it fighting the fire in the brush, &c., in some of the coulées. We burnt round these, 
and left them to burn themselves out; then made for the outer rim of fire, which by 
this time had travelled some distance. Having reached it we divided into two par- 
ties, put out from ten to twelve miles of fire, and reached home about ¥ p.m. We 
must have left a little fire somewhere, for during the night the wind freshened and 
the fire broke out again. so I took out another party, and between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
put it out finally. A rancher lost two stacks of hay, containing about 50 tons, anew 
waggon und some harness, which he would not have lost had he had a proper fire- 
break round his corrai, The origin of this fire is a mystery. It did not cross the 
Macleod trail and did not start from there; the ferryman at Kipp said no one had 
crossed between the evening of the 20th and the following morning, and if it had 
sturted from the haymakers’ carelessness it would have shown itself much earlier, 
‘As it was, the wind was too high on the previous afternoon to unload the waggon, 
which was run in between the two stacks and left till the morning. 


On the 27th September a rancher started a prairie fire, to protect his holding, as 
he said. At any rate, he allowed the fire to get away from him, and was convicted 
and fined accordingly. 

On the 5th October an engine started a fire about five miles down the railway. I 
took out a party, and after a good deal of hard fighting, for the wind was high, 
extinguished it. 

During the forenoon of the 31st October a very large prairie fire on the Blood 
Reserve about eight miles from here, came into view. At 1:30 p.m. took out a party, 
and we saved a good deal of valuable feed in the river bottoms and on the table land, 
relieved Mr. Dave Akers anxiety as to his buildings bard by, and protected the p-airie 
over which the late Mr. F. Strong’s horses are accustomed to range. We returned to 
barracks at about 10 p.m. The Indians do not interest themselves in the matter at 
all. There is some reason to suppose that this was started by some of them.. 


49 


aaacec a ee eae ae mapa nara ee a a TS 


On the 8th November a large fire came into view at dusk, and was apparently 
about six or eight miles to the southward of the barracks, extending from the railroad 
to the Benton trail. I sent Staff Sergeant Ross and ten mento one end and Inspector 
Baker and seven men to the other. They put out the northern edge of fire, about eight 
miles long, and an opportune fall of snow obviated their going ten miles further to 
reach the southern edge. They arrived in barracks at 1.30 a.m. This fire clearly 
started from the railroad. 


DISCIPLINE, CONDUCT, &c. 


The discipline of the division is good. For some time past I have been gradually 
getting rid of the worthless element, which is dear to the country at any price. 
With a very few exceptions the division is now composed of men whom it is a pleas- 
ure and a pride to command. I am fortunate in having a good staff of non-commis- 
sioned officers headed by Sergeant-Major Jarvis, whose administration has fully justi- 
fied his promotion early in the year. 


DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, &C. 


The Division underwent a course of target practice and spring drills before the 
field season commenced, and the same will have to be done next year, as weather 
permits. There has been no time or opportunity for other drill, The work has at 
times been so hard that the night picquet duty left the men with barely three nights 
in bed. Last spring we put in a good deal of work upon the butt belonging to the 
local rifle association, who kindly allow us to use their range; but I doubt that 
advancing settlement will in the near future close the range altogether. 


PHYSIQUE. 


The physique of the division is very fine, as is best proved by the work which 
has been done. 


HEALTH. 


There has been very little sickness during the year. The average of sick 
(2% per month) has been raised by two cases of venereal, which did not arise in this 
division. One constable who has gone to Regina to be invalided, is, I fear, 
past cure. Constable Gilbert has had a long illness from blood poisoning, but is now 
well enough to go on leave for the winter. He cut his foot with an axe while on 
duty at Writing-on-Stone in August last, and has been within an ace of losing it. 
StaffSergeant White incurred a troublesome attack of rheumatism in August and 
September while at Writing-on-Stone. He had a good deal of travelling with a 
pack horse outfit in and about the Sweet Grass Hills, enquiring for missing horses, 
hunting up evidence, &c., and did not speak of it until the rheumatism had got a 
firm hold of him. He is now on leave at Banff. 


RECRUITS. 


Regl. No. 396, Constable F. W. Young, re-engaged here for three years’ service, 
and Regi. No. 2359, Constable David Leith, engaged for five years’ service, both with 
your authority, and are driving teams. 


DEATH. 


I regret to report that Regl. No, 2181, Constable Alfred Perry, lost his life here 
in June last. He was stationed on the Little Bow, and came in with the usual 
weekly reports. When rejoining his detachment he endeavored to cross the Belly 
River, which at that time was very high, swift and dangerous, although he had been 
cautioned against it, and paid the penalty with his life. We found his horse, 
saddled and bridled, standing under a cut bank on the opposite side of the river, but 
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did not recover Constable Perry’s body for about a fortnight, when it was found 
about twenty miles down the river, from where he went into the water. No inquest 
was considered necessary. 


RATIONS. 


The rations are sufficient and good. The coal oil is not, however, all that could 
be desired. 


KITS, CLOTHING, &c. 


The clothing, generally, is satisfactory, with one or two exceptions. 


HORSES. 


The horses have well earned their winter’s rest, which, however, they will not 
get for another fortnight, so far as the teams are concerned. 

As far as I can judge now, my wants next year will be limited to one good four- 
horse ‘team. 

We have a couple of very old police horses which have done good work in their 
day, and these I propose to send to herd permanently, where they can end their days 
in peace. An evening handful of oats will not cost much. 

T have three horses which are absolutely useless, and I doubt if they will sell at 
all; two are incurably lame, and the other cannot stand a day’s work. I have also 
an assortment of worn out horses which can be utilized in the mower, rake and 
hay rack, When they are not doing that kind of work they can stay on herd. 

Seven horses have died during the year—three probably from sequel of the 
typhoid influenza epidemic of last year, one (an old horse) from azoturcea, one from 
acute enteritis, one destroyed on account of a broken leg (kicked by another horse), 
and one destroyed on account injuries sustained in an accident while attached to 
“FH” Division at Macleod. 

The rest of the horses have been and are remarkably well and in good condition. 

The teamsters deserve great praise for the care they have taken of their horses. 

I enclose a return (not printed) of the distance travelled by each horse during 
the year—total, 198,844 miles. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS, 


We have seventy-one saddles in good order, and these are sufficient for our 
needs at present. 

The harness, on the contrary, is very old and unsafe, and requires constant 
patching. 

Of heavy harness we should have four new sets of wheel and four of lead. 

Of light harness we require one four-in-hand set, and two sets for single buck- 
boards. 


STABLES, 


The stable floors here will require a good deal of repairing this winter. It would 
be better to floor all the stables with blue clay, of which there is abundance in the 
neighborhood, but we could not undertake to work it ourselves. A local brickmaker 
would supply us with as much as we want in trade for a couple of horses, which are 
useless to us, but which would be useful to him in working his puddling machine. 
We should get more value for them in that than in any other way. 


FORAGE. 


We have called for only 200 tons of hay for barrack use this year, instead of the 
350 tons supplied by contract last year. The price is high, $17.74 per ton; but owing 
to scarcity caused by prairie fires and drought, this hay had to be hauled 30, 40 and 
50 miles. 
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The aggregate cost of 96 tons, put up by the several outposts, including cost of 
mower, rake and racks, and working pay at the rate of $1.50 per ton, equals about 
$230. 

The oats supplied by contract have been clean and good. 


TRANSPORT, 


We have now eleven heavy waggons, including the water waggon, and one old one 
used for hauling hay into the stables. With the exception of the three new Canadian- 
built waggons received early in the year, all these waggons are old and will not run 
much longer. 

Last winter they were thoroughly repaired, painted, &c., by our own artizans 
fitted with spare parts, and took the road in the spring in first rate order. 

During the past season the repairs to them have been continuous, and I fear it 
will be found that four new waggons will be necessary in the course of next season, 

The Canadian-built waggons above mentioned are not an unqualified success. 

The best waggon for these parts is the Schutler. They cost, laid down here, $150, 
and of that about $25 duty might be remitted on police account. 

At present we have too many difterent patterns of waggons, and the parts are 
consequently not interchangeable, as they should be. 


ARMS, 


We have eighty-five carbines, few of which can be said to be even in passably 
good order. They were old carbines when first issued to “K” Division at Battleford 
on its formation. 

I do not think the Winchester is well suited for the use of this force, but have 
not had the opportunity of seeing a better arm. More careful sighting would tend 
to reconcile one to its other imperfections. 


Of eighty-seven Enfield revolvers which we have, all are in good order but eight. 
GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


The general equipment is good. The saving in wear and tear of canvas will pay 
_an appreciable dividend on the money laid out in permanent outposts. 


DESERTIONS. 


Eleven desertions have taken place from this division during the year, of which 
two of the men gave themselves up within a short time. Of th eremainder, three 
deserted from the barracks, two from Milk River Ridge, two from Writing-on-Stone, 
and two from Pendant d’Oreille outposts. Of the three who ran away from the bar- 
racks one had deserted in 1885 in southern Manitoba and subsequently re-engaged. 
He was undoubtedly half-witted. Another came here, I believe, with the intention 
of deserting—at all events, he was of no use during the short time he was here. The 
third had been making free with Inspector Baker’s property, and reasonably deemed 
it unsafe to remain. 


The only reason that can be assigned for the desertions from the outposts is that 
the men thought they would have better times on the other side of the line, but it is 
certain that they will never get their three comfortable meals a day and money in 
their pockets for the same amount of work which they did here. 

Staff-Sergeant White ascertained that at Great Falls, in Montana, there were 
numbers of men in idleness. The only work to be had was smelting, and few of them 
could stand the pressure, How they managed to exist was a mystery. 

As far as the police force is concerned, if men cannot be trusted near the frontier 
without taking advantage of its proximity, the sooner they benefit their country by 
leaving it the better. 
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INSPECTIONS. 


The post here has been frequently inspected by yourself during the year, and 
the Assistant Commissioner inspected the outposts in June. The latter officer com- 
menced a second inspection of the outposts and of the division generally on the 28th 
November. 


BARRACKS. 


During the last few months a hospital has been built within the precincts of the 
barracks by a contractor, under the auspices of the Department of Public Works, and 
is nearly completed. 

It contains two wards, each 28 ft. by 14 ft.; surgery, 13 tt. by 10 ft., and 
kitchen 10 ft. 11 in. by 11 ft. 4 in, on the ground floor, and an infectious ward, 28 ft. 
by 13 ft., and two smaller rooms, each measuring 12 ft. by 11 ft. on the second floor. 
Of the latter, one will be available as an officers’ room if required, and the other for 
the hospital steward. The principal want, for which no provision has been made, 
is a bath room. 

A lean-to has also been added to the building erected last year for a recreation 
room, and when the improvements are finished the men will have a billiard room, 
reading room and canteen. 

Two of the barrack rooms have been lined with wood, and are now very comfort- 
able. This will prevent the plaster from falling off, and will stiffen the building 
generally. The other four barrack rooms require to be treated in the same way. 

This work has been done by contract, under the supervison of the Clerk of Works. 

An orderly room and office, and a larger and more convenient carpenter’s shop, 
are much required. 


TELEPHONES. 


Whenever the town should progress to any extent, it will be advisable to have 
telephonic connection between the town, police station and the barracks. 


TELEGRAPH LINES. 


Telegraphic communication with Kipp, now that “D” Division has a permanent 
out post there, would be a great convenience. 

Such communication with Milk River Ridge will be a necessity if new railway 
and mining works are taken in hand there. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


We are still without water, except such as we haul by a waggon load at a time. 
Four household extinguishers and a few pails represent our sole fire protection, and 
the prospect is not cheering. 

In January last a fire originated in the surgery, owing to the explosion of a bottle 
of permangenate of potash, an occurrence that could not have been foreseen, and but 
for the promptitude of the men the entire barrack building must have gone up in 
smoke. 

Again, the other night a horse got loose in the stable and the picquet went in 
to tie him up. Being unable to catch the horse readily, the sentry put his lantern 
down behind him and attempted to get hold of the horse’s head. The animal suddenly 
dashed past him, kicked at the lantern, broke it and set the lighted oil running over 
thestable floor. Const. Dupont seeing that the oil had run down between the planks, 
and that he was powerless singlehanded, at once gave the alarm. 

Promptitude again averted disaster, but if this had happened only one hour later 
the stable must have gone and the thirty horses in it. 
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ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


The long-wished for bridge over the Belly River here is now in course of con- 
struction, and will be a great boon when finished. Competent judges, however, say 
that the contractors have taken it at $10,000 too low a figure. 


RANCHING. 


The spring prairie fires and long continued drought prior to the June rains were 
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a very serious cause of anxiety to the ranchers in this neighborhood and to cattle and 

horse owners generally. “ Biackleg” caused a good deal of destruction among the 
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calves in the first half of the year, but lately I have not heard of many cases. 


GAME. 


Owing to the Indians not having overrun the country, as they did last year, the 
antelope have had time and opportunity to increase and multiply, and if they have a 
similar chance next year there will be a tolerable stock of such game. 

In the spring I was pointing out to the spokesmen of a band of Indians that 
they would not be allowed to molest the antelope in the breeding season, and said 
that if such slaughter were permitted the antelope would soon go where the buffalo 
had gone. A smile, “child-like and bland,” played over the Indian’s face as he 
replied : ‘Yes, but then the white men are the buffalo.” 

I beg to enclose a list of criminal cases tried in this district. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


R. BURTON DEANE, 
Superintendent, Commanding “ K” Division. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT STEELE, COMMANDING 
MACLEOD DISTRICT. 


Fort Macixop, 30th November, 1889. 


Str,—I have the honour to submit the following report of this district for the 
year ended 30th November, 1889 :— 

I took over the command of the district from Superintendent P. R. Neale on 
the 8th December, 1888; Superintendent Macdonnell taking command ofsis: 
Division on the same date, and Inspector Wood relieving me of the command of 
“D” Division, thus placing me in a position to devote the whole of my time and 
attention to the general work of the district. 


GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT. 


The district during the year has been extremely quiet, considering the large 
mixed population passing to and from the United States. 


CRIME. 


There has been no serious crime in this district during the past year; the 
majority of cases have been for infraction of the liquor laws, and some few of 
larceny, principally of a petty nature. There were several cases of cattle killing 
reported—in two of the cases arrests were made and the prisoners committed to trial 
before the Supreme Court. 

Several Indians were arrested for bringing stolen horses into Canada, but were 
afterwards released, as parties in the United States who were advised of the arrests 
having been made and who were requested to prosecute failed to appear. I had, 
therefore, to release the prisoners. 

There were some few arrests made for setting the prairie on fire—in one case 
the prisoner was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment with hard labor, and in 
another a fine of $50 was imposed, which was paid, and the case appealed to ithe 
Supreme Court. 

One J. W. Garland was committed for trial for shooting with intent at Corporal 
Armer of this force, on duty in charge of the town detachment, Macleod. The case 
is to come up for hearing at the next sitting of the Supreme Court. 

A few cases of assault have been heard, but none of a serious nature. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 
The following detachments were supplied from this Post during the year :— 
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In addition to the above-mentioned permanent detachments, I had two flying 
patrols formed, whose duties were to patrol in certain portions of the district which 
could not be covered by the permanent detachments. These flying patrols were 
principally for the purpose of preventing cattle-killing on the ranges, and, I believe, 
did good service. In addition to this, had one commissioned officer stationed at 
Pincher Creek, and another at St. Mary’s. The duties of these officers were to visit 
and inspect the different detachments placed directly under their charge, and to 
generally supervise the work done. 

All the detachments patrolled regularly, making connection with “K” Division 
at Milk River Ridge, and with “E” Division at High River. 

Patrols have been kept up between all these detachments, ranches within a radius 
of twenty miles of each outpost have been visited at least once a week, and any com- 
plaints of settlers have received prompt attention. 

From reports received on all sides, I find the settlers and public generally to be 
highly pleased at the manner in which the patrolling has been carried out, and the 
demeanour of the members of the force towards them. 


ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


An escort was formed on 4th October, consisting of two commissioned officers, 
two non-commissioned officers and eight constables, to proceed to Kipp, where they 
received from “ K” Division the money for the treaty payments of both Blood and 
Piegan Indians. This escort proceeded to the reserves of those Indians and handed 
over the money to their different agents, leaving men to strengthen the detachments 
at the reserves during the payments. Everything passed off quitely. 


ASSISTANCE TO CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT. 


On the night of the 12th January, the Collector of Customs at this place, 
reported to me that 53 head of horses, which had been seized some months ago, and 
were on herd at Heney’s ranche near Macleod, pending the decision of the Minister 
of Customs, were stolen from the herding ground. I immediately despatched one 
corporal and six constables in pursuit, and at the same time notified all the out- 
posts. This party returned the next day having failed to overtake the thieves who 
it was supposed were by that time across the line, the information from the Col- 
lector of Customs not having been communicated to the Police for twenty-four hours 
after the theft had been discovered. Later on it was ascertained that the thieves 
had entered Montana, U.S., and were arrested with the horses in their possession 
on the south fork of Milk River, at the instance of the Montana Stock Association, 
were placed in gaol at Benton, and are still there pending trial. 

Every arrival of settlers or stock has been promptly reported by the frontier 
detachments, through me to the Collector of Customs at this place, and Assistant 
Veterinary Surgeon Wroughton has made the necessary inspections under the quar- 
antine regulations. 


DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT. 


Ihave much pleasure in reporting that the general conduct of the non-com- 
missioned officersand constables has been good. 

I am surprised that there is not more crime among the men, considering the 
many temptations with which they are surrounded. There is hardly a respectable 
place of resort, such as they would be likely to visit, and none for amusement in the 
town. An other drawback is the fact that no recreation room worthy of the 
name is at this post. I ampleased to say that one is now in course of construction ; 
I am hopeful that it will be finished and furnished in a comfortable manner at an 
early date; this will greatly obviate the necessity for the men leaving barracks to 
seek amusement, as they will be in a position to spend their evenings both pleasantly 
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and profiably in barracks, which, from what I have seen and know of the members 
of this command, is their anxious desire to do. 

The majority of men who get into trouble are recruits who have little experience 
in the country ; the older hands who are acquainted with the customs of the country 
and the character of the people out here, give very little trouble and are not often 
led to commit themselves. 

All ranks have been willing and obedient to those inauthority over them on all 
occasions, 


DRILLS, TARGET PRACTICE, &C. 


The command has been thoroughly drilled, both mounted and dismounted, as 
far as circumstances would allow. 

Field gun drill was held during the summer months under Inspector Wood. 

The opportunities for drill at this post are very few and far between, but, with 
great difficulty, I have succeeded in giving the whole of the men a course, as far as 
I could go, for about a month. The dismounted drill was carried out, under my 
supervision, by the officers, each of whom instructed his own sub-division, assisted 
by the non-commissioned officers. 

The mounted drill consisted of field movements, riding, etc., and training of the 
men to ride at the paces laid down in the Cavalry Regulations. There was great 
interest taken in it by both officers and men. 

Owing to the immense amount of patrol work in this district, it would appear 
that all men coming to this post for duty should be thoroughly drilled and have at 
least a year’s service. 

There was a gun detachment formed from “D” and “ H” Divisions, and 
instructed under Inspector Wood, who had each gun fully horsed and manned by 
good drivers. Inspector Wood has done his utmost to keep the guns in an efficient 
state and men and horses up to their work. 

Lectures on the Gonatanles Manual were given by the officers of the different 
divisions weekly, during the early part of the year, until the men were thoroughly 
conversant with their duties. 

The annual carbine and pistol practice, both mounted and and dismounted, com- 
menced May 30th, under the direction of Inspector Starnes, who performed the 
duties of Musketry Instructor, to my entire satisfaction, and it was continued until 
all the members of both divisions had completed their course. 

The non-commissioned officers and men, also, were instructed in the manual of 
signalling by flags at various distances under Inspector Matthews. 


PHYSIQUE. 


The physique of the men of both divisions is good, the average height being 
5 feet 9 inches. 

The men are mostly young, of robust constitution, and well fitted to perform 
the arduous duties entailed upon them. 

A great majority of the men in the district are as fine a lot as any officer would 
wish to command, being hard-working, painstaking, and always do their duty in a 
straightforward manner. 


RECRUITS. 


Only one man has been recruited at this place, but several men who had pre- 
viously served in the force applied for re-engagement and were accepted. 

Many of the men whose time expired during the year re-engaged for a further 
term of service. 


HEALTH, 


For the state of the health of this command, see report of Assistant Surgeon 
Fraser herewith. 
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SADDLERY AND HARNESS, 


The saddlery is in good condition. “D” Division saddles are miostly all double 
cinchas and are well suited for the work, much more so than single cinchas with 
which “H” Division is supplied. A number of new cinchas will be required during 
the coming year to replace those badly worn. 

The harness is all in good condition, most of that in possession of “ D” Division 
having been supplied during the year. “H” Division was also completed with new har- 
ness. 

RATIONS AND LIGHT. 


The rations supplied by the contractors are good and the issue liberal. 

An allowance of cabbage and turnips during the winter months would be very 
acceptable. 

The coal oil received has been of first class quality. 

A garden of four acres has been laid out and ploughing commenced so that oper- 
ations towards the cultivation of vegetables may be started early in the spring. 

If the garden proves a success it will greatly benefit the different messes. 


CLOTHING AND KIT, 


The men are now well equipped in the matter of clothing and kit. I would 
strongly recommend that all articles required for issue during the year should be in 
store here not later than the 30th June. 

The clothing supplied is generally of fair quality. 

The members of this command provided themselves with a broad-brimmed hat 
which is used during the extreme warm weather on patrol duty only. I would 
recommend that a free issue of similar hats should be instituted. 

I would also recommend thatthe stable clothing be made an annual issue; these 
clothes only last a very short time, having to be used on all fatigues, patrol duty as 
well as stables, Many men are forced to purchase on repayment an ample supply of 
this clothing to meet the requirements of the service. 


ARMS, AMMUNITION AND ARTILLERY. 


The command is fully equipped with the Winchester carbine and Enfield revolver- 
The Winchester carbine at present in use is not fitted for the service. 
recommend that this arm be changed at an early date for one more suitable. A 
new weapon has been decided upon for the British cavalry, and as it has been no 
doubt selected after mature consideration, I would suggest that when new arms are 

purchased the force be supplied with the same. 

Inspector Starnes, in his report on ammunition, says that used at target practice 
was good with the exception of a dozen rounds or so. 

With regard to the artillery branch, our armament consists of two 9-pounder 
M. L. R. guns, and two bronze mortars, which are in serviceable order, and a 
sufficient amount of serviceable ammunition for both is in store. 

A complete set of harness for each gun is also on hand. 

No ammunition waggons have ever been supplied. 


INCREASED RATES OF PAY. 


All men entitled to good conduct pay during the year have received it in accord - 
ance with existing orders. 


INSPECTIONS. 


The post, stores and command were inspected on the following dates: By your- 
self on 10th January, 27th March and 31st July; by the Comptroller on 31st J uly ; 
by the Assistant Commissioner on 27th March and 26th November, and by Inspecting 
Superintendent Cotton on August 14th. The hospital and medical stores by Senior 
Surgeon Jukes on the 17th June. 
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The outposts were inspected regularly by the officers placed directly in charge 
and by myself on several occasions during the year, and by other officers detailed at 
uncertain times, as also by the Assistant Commissioner twice during the year, who 
after each inspection expressed his appreciation of the manner in which the arms, 
accoutrements and horses were kept, as well as the cleanliness of the men’s quarters 
and camps. 

On 13th October, His Excellency the Governor General visited and inspected 
the barrack rooms, hospital, guard room and stables, and expressed himself as highly 
pleased with their appearance, particularly with the state of the stables and horses, 

Assistant Surgeon Fraser, in charge here, inspects the sanitary condition of the 
barracks weekly, and reports result to the district office. 

I personally inspect the barracks thoroughly once a week, visiting the men’s 
rooms and mess rooms, besides at uncertain times, and have very seldom found it 
necessary to find fault. 

The orderly officer inspects the barracks, hospital, messes and stables daily; he 
attends all stables, all other officers noon stables. 

Officers commanding divisions inspect their harness and saddlery weekly and 
kits monthly. 

The usual monthly musters of men and horses were held, the horses being num- 
bered and branded as occasion required. The herd is visited daily by the orderly 
officer, and frequently by Assistant Veterinary Surgeon Wroughton. 


DESERTIONS. 
The following desertions have taken place during the year :— 
“DP” DIVISION. 
No. 1669, Constable Morris, J., December 31, 1888. 


2242 5 Woodruff, G. L., April 14, 1889. 
1593 i“ Rowe, J., February 25 . 
2263 Gowing, A. M., June 15 . 
1784 7 Depres, M., May 1 ‘ 
1768 7 Keator, G. E., January 22 . 
2171 ‘ Thompson, J., April 14 is 
1998 : Stephenson, H., May 18 ¥ 
2056 : Smith, J., June 21 : 
2173 q Hammond, W.R., June 15 “ 
2213 as Burton, OC. 8., October 30 Si 


“TL” DIVISION. 
No. 1657, Constable Demarsh, A. L., April 25 « 


1251 ‘ Heron, A., May 13 : 
1369 oe Ware, W. H., May 18 ‘ 
2009 ne Watts, A. E., June 18 . 
2047 “ McClintock, J. “ :: 
117 : Stewart, J., June 22, 1889. 


Most of the foregoing men were of very indifferent character, and some were 
tempted by the high rate of wages supposed to be offered by parties in Montana. 

On account of our close proximity to the lines it is an easy matter for the men 
to get away and evade arrest. Men who deserted and settled in Montana, wrote to 
their comrades here giving such glowing accounts of what they were doing, as to 
induce others to join them, some of whom have, since their desertion, written here 
stating that if they were guaranteed light punishment they would gladly return. 

It has been ascertained that a couple of men freighting contraband whiskey 
from Montana, on several occasions have induced men to cross the lines with them, 
merely to make the passage money. I hope to be able to bring some of these parties 
to justice. 
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SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS. 


During the year the following amounts have been deposited through the Depart- 
ment in the different banks :— 


OTD A ML DEVIGUOIIAS. eave +> setuiene'oc doa tatascadtes deat ee yeterciasets $2,374 49 
Re MEO Rte ys tcsecuestacerevecsentes ccosces Gace pen meme sme 2,634 60 
NU Gtaly cae ter cscs ccs ccccacecee cr uneersricswe cost ners ses $5,009 09 

HORSES. 


The actual strength of the horses of this command is as follows :— 


© D” Division, saddle..........cscscscsescnesrscresscecccscecsencccesaees 44 
do GBA S, ates cs Coes douse g sn cence sees cetesewercaseneesers 39 

do PACK PONIES.....-..seee ceveceeeeesseeceeeeeeeeseeceeens 18 

©H ” Division, saddle..........scccscscssscsvsceonrscocerseocnesseessoess 76 
do ro 7 eR eos Ph hd A SE RNR SRR 26 

Ota le eee etc tactrarcnct nce ta na cceees crneeeaceure tert eorns 203 


The horses of both Divisions are for the most part of a high class, young and in 
good condition and free from any serious diseases. 
The total mileage of the horses travelled by both Divisions on duty is 352,854 
miles, 
oy Dkved gists (8) ORM MARE Bee Ren enone aero eer en Pee eee Pa 152,210 miles. 
HT GLEIRED rie ecereg ee ditircase hocks Deere ase De: 200,644 “ 


The horses purchased this year for this command have proved a good lot, and 
well adapted for the work of the force. 


TRANSPORT. 


The transport is in a fair state of repair. 

Nearly all the heavy waggons are constantly on the road with supplies for the 
different detachments, the wear and tear is very great. Two heavy waggons were 
supplied this year. 

Of light transport I have at present a medium supply; so many small parties 
going out during the year, a good supply of light transport is a necessity, The light 
waggons supplied this year appear to be of good material and workmanship. 


FORAGE, 


The oats supplied by the contractors, which were all grown in the vicinity, have 
been of very good quality. 

The past season was a very unfavorable one for the hay crop and in consequence 
thereof the price of hay was much higher than last year. The quality of the hay 
supplied is as good as could be obtained in the district ; great care has been exercised 
in receiving and stacking the hay, and it has been thoroughly salted as put in the 
stack, The stacks have been in all cases secured by a good fence and protected by 
fire breaks, as well as from the high winds by rails securely tied down. 

A quantity of barley and bran is fed to the horses during the winter months, 
being boiled and fed warm once a week. 


STABLES. 


. There is at present stable accommodation, including infirmary stable, for 125 
_ horses, 

The new stable which was completed this year adds greatly to the requirements 
of stable accommodation at this post; the stalls in this stable were not found suitable, 
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and had to be torn out and replaced; the lower half of the stalls are now laid down 
with planks, the upper being of earth. This grealty benefits the horses’ feet. 

The large stable in use by “H” Division requires to be completely renovated and 
refitted similar to the new stables; the present boarded stalls in that stable are 
unsuitable and dangerous, taking into consideration the many young unbroken 
horses which have to be handled. 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


The general equipment is very good, “D” Division has only received as yet 10 
carbine buckets, but these are seldom used. 

New Bell tents and some few “A” and Wall tents will be required for next 
season’s work, as those at present on hand are pretty well worn out. 

The high winds which prevail in this district are terribly destructive to our 
tents. 


BARRACK FURNITURE. 


The barrack furniture is in fair condition, and has all been made in the post. 
I would again strongly recommend that more suitable barrack furniture be pro- 
cured, such as iron cots, and tables and benches with iron legs. 


FUEL. 


The post is supplied with coal by the contractor from the Galt mines at Leth- 
bridge ; Pincher Creek detachment is being supplied this year from the Stewart 
mire; Kootenai and Big Bend detachments are now being supplied from the Rou- 
leau mine. 

Wood is only purchased for use at the detachments which are not at present 
supplied with coal stoves. 


TELEPHONES. 


There is no Government telephone at this post. 


TELEGRAPH LINES. 


The only telegraph line in this district is the Galt line, which connects Mac- 
leod with Lethbridge, and from that point to all points east and west. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


The fire protection at this post consists of one hand engine with 500 feet of 
hose, 8 Babcocks, and the necessary ladders. In summer a supply of water is kept 
in barrels placed around the pump-house ; in winter no preparations other than fire- 
buckets and Babcocks are available should a fire break out. The water in the well 
cannot be reached by the suction pipe of the engine. This will be overcome this winter 
if the Department of Public Works follows out their intention of constructing a large 
tank in the upper part of the well. 

The necessary fire orders have been published and posted up in the barrack 
rooms, detailing the members of both divisions to their special work, should any 
alarm of fire be given. In addition to this, the water cart and all available waggons 
loaded with water barrels are told off daily to assist in case of fire. 

Every precautionary means is takento prevent the destruction of public pro- 
perty by fire. 

WATER SUPPLY. 


Water for the horses is obtained from a well in the centre of the square. This 
well, which was only 28 feet deep last year, has been bored to a depth of 120 feet this 
summer by contract, and is now in good working order, and an ample supply of 
water can be obtained at all seasons of the year, but is of such an alkili nature as to 
be unfit for cooking purposes. Water for this purpose has therefore to be drawn from 
a spring at the foot of a steep hill 600 yards from the barracks, which necessitates 
the constant employment of two men and four horses. 
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ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


The roads in this district are very good. Bridges are badly needed at many 
points, there being only one at present in the district, which spans a small stream 
between here and Pincher Creek. They should, at least, be placed over the following 
rivers, especially on the main trails, Old Man’s River, Kootenai, Belly, St. Mary’s 
and Willow Creek. 

There was no high water during the past season, the rivers being always fordable, 
which was quite an unusual circumstance; but to provide for such a contingency 
I had two boats built, one for the St. Marys, and one for the Belly River ; another 
will be constructed for the Kootenai, near Stand Off. 


FERRIES. 


There are two ferries in this district, one at Kipp and one at Macleod, both 
crossing the Old Man’s River, but they are seldom run when most needed, for fear of 
accidents. 

LIQUOR LAWS. 


I may say that nearly all classes in this district are strongly opposed to the 
existing liquor laws, and there are but few who will not assist either in smuggling or 
screening the smugglers. 

As long as the permit system does exist and the law as it is at present inter- 
preted, it will be impossible to suppress the illicit traffic in liquor. 

It has been ruled by the judges that a permit can be exchanged between two 
parties, as long as the liquor goes with it. The police have to be exceedingly care- 
ful in making arrests or seizures, as unfortunately the burden lies with the prosecu- 
tor to prove that the liquor seized is not the same as that brought into the country 
under the permit held. The defendant is not compelled to prove whether it is or not. 
In consequence of this it is very hard for the police to obtain convictions, and they 
have to be careful in checking rowdyism, &c., resulting from its use. 

As the law is now, you cannot arrest a man for being drunk unless he is creat- 
ing a disturbance, and I would strongly recommend that the law be so amended that 
any man may be arrested who is found intoxicated in the public streets or highways. 

Hop beer, which is sold to Indians principally, is still manufactured, but not to 
such agreat extent as formerly. This should be stamped out altogether, as itis a curse 
to the Indian population. Men would sell them this beer when they would never 
think of giving them whiskey, relying on the chance of proving that it is not of an 
intoxicating nature, although the Indians manage to doctor it in different ways to bring 
about the desired result. 

The parties who are engaged in the manufacture of this beer are a worthless 
lot, are of no benefit whatever to the country in which they live, and care little what 
trouble the Indians may get into through its use, as long as they can escape any 
penalty and get the Indians’ money. 

I reported this matter fully to the Inspector of Inland Revenue at Winnipeg, 
through his assistant, Mr. Thomas, at Lethbridge, who was here during the summer, 
an attempt to get a conviction was made, but none of the appliances for manufactur- 


ing could be found on the premises. 
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SETTLERS AND CROPS. 


Quite a number of settlers have located in this district this season. 

The Mormon settlement at Lee’s Creek has largely increased, and a still greater 
influx is expected next spring. Another Mormon settlement has been started at 
Spring Coulée, about 12 miles from Lee’s Creek. These settlers appear to be all con- 


' forming to our laws; they are extremely industrious, and make sale of a large dairy 


| 


I! 


' 


produce. They haveimported this year a number of cattle, and I believe it is 


their intention next year to greatly increase their output of butter and cheese, which 
is of a very superior quality. 
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The other settlers in this district are generally of a prosperous class, a good 
number of whom are ex-policemen, who raise considerable produce, for which they 
find a ready market. 

I have collected the following information from reports I had ordered prepared 
by the different members of this command in charge of outposts, which will give in- 
tending settlers a fair idea of the capabilities of this district. 


Kipp. 


Corporal Bunt, in charge of the detachment at Kipp, reports no new settlers in 
his vicinity ; the old settlers are located on the bottom lands along the Old Man’s 
and Belly Rivers. 

The crops this year have not been good, the hay crop proving almost a total 
failure ; very little has been put up, and of a poor quality. 

The land is rolling prairie, hills, and there are many good bottom lands along 
the rivers ; the soil is principally light sand, with gravel bottom. 

There are about 1,000 head of horses and a similar number of cattle on the 
ranges, The horses are principally natives, but there are a good many which have 
been imported from the eastern Provinces and the United States ; the cattle are of a 
good grade. 


The settlers are generally satisfied with the present prairie fire ordinances. 
Stand Off. 


Sergeant Hilliard, in charge of Stand Off reports, under date of 10th November, 
as follows: No new settlers have settled in his vicinity ; the crops this year have 
not been successful, on account of the dry season ; the crops raised are principally 
oats, potatoes, turnips and a small quantity of wheat. The country is well adapted 
for settlement. 

The soil is black or sandy loam, and is well watered by the Belly and Kootenai 
Rivers, and numerous springs. 

The settlers complain of the Indians being allowed to roam the country and 
carrying arms ; they also blame the Indians for being the cause of the majority of 
prairie fires. 

St. Mary’s. 


Sergeant Waite, in charge of St. Mary’s under date of 7th November reports 
that 23 settlers have located in his neighborhood during the year bringing into the 
country with them 288 horses, 1,677 head of cattle and about 200 calves. 

Owing to the late arrival of the settlers, nothing has been raised but oats, which 
yielded about 30 bushels to the acre; about 2,000 tons of hay has been put up, of 
which about 600 tons was taken to Lethbridge. 

The land along the St. Mary’s River, Snake and Lee’s Creek, is good for mixed 
farming, as the lands adjacent to these streams can be irrigated at a small expense, 
and a good crop raised each year. On Boundary Creek the land is more adapted 
for stock-raising, it being excellent hay land. 

The settlers are safisfied with the existing ordinances. 


New Oxley. 


Sergeant Blake, stationed at New Oxley, reports the land in that vicinity of a 
sandy loam, and in a few places stony ; it is well suited for grazing purposes, and in 
some parts good for mixed farming; it is watered by Willow Creek, which runs north 
and south. 

The crops this year are not up to the standard. Sir Lister Kaye has a stock 
ranche about 18 miles north-east of here. He has about 2,000 head of cattle on his 
range, The Oxley Company, 6 miles from here, have between 9,000 and 10,000 head 
of cattle. 

All the settlers around here are doing considerable in cattle and horses. 


A great quantity of hay has been put up. 
The settlers are satisfied with the present ordinances regarding fire. 


KOOTENAI. 


Sergeant Roby, in charge at Kootenai, reports as follows : 

Three settlers have located near his detachment. 

The country patrolled by him is rolling and stony; the land is a black loam. 

Oats is the principal crop, and the settlers state they will average 50 bushels to 
the acre this year. 

Several settlers have suggested that the law should compel parties having hay 
camps to use cook stoves, and not be allowed to make fires on the ground. To this 
they attribute many of the prairie fires. 


PORCUPINE HILLS. 


Corporal Wright, in charge of the Porcupine Hills detachment, reports very few 
settlers in his vicinity, the land being held on lease by the Waldron Ranche Com- 
pany and the Piegan Indians as a reserve, but thinks were the land available for 
settlement many homesteads would be located. 

The crops were considerably below the average. Hay was put up in consider- 
able quantities for the large ranching companies. 

The bottom lands at the Old Man’s River are light and sandy, on a gravel bed, 
possessing the advantage of maturing early crops. As the land rises to the hills, the 
soil changes gradually to a rich black loam. 

The settlers are generally satisfied with the present ordinances, especially 
as regards prairie fires, 


MOSQUITO CREEK. 


Sergeant Rohrig, stationed at Mosquito Creek, reports thathis district is entirely 
devoted to cattle and horse-raising. Many large companies have their ranges near 
here, as well as many private parties who have gone extensively into the business. 

This season was not altogether favorable, a great number of calves having died 
of black leg. 

Considerable trouble was experienced in securing sufficient hay for winter use. 

The settlers are well satisfied with the ordinances as they stand, and have no 
suggestion to make regarding cnanges. 


LEE’S CREEK. 


Acting Corporal Kirkman reports from Lee’s Creek that some forty-five new 
settlers arrived in that district and have taken up homesteads. 

The crops have been fair, taking the dry season into account. Wheat averaged 
18 to 20 bushels to the acre, and oats from 25 to 30. 

The land is rolling prairie, well watered, and admirably adapted for settlement ; 
the soil is chiefly black loam, on which excellent crops can be grown. Hay is 

lentiful. 

j The settlers are well satisfied with the laws and the manner in which they are 
administered, and have hopes of a great future for this locality. 


BIG BEND. 


Constable Matthews reports from Big Bend that there are no small settlers in 
| his immediate vicinity, the land being occupied by the Cochrane Cattle Company to 
_ the west and the Blood Indian Reserve to the east. 

The land extending from the southern boundary line of the reserve to the moun- 
tains is of such a hilly nature that it is almost useless for any but grazing purposes. 
The soil is chiefly black loam; the country is well watered. 
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PINCHER CREEK. 


Inspector White-Fraser, who is stationed at Pincher Creek, reports that the estab- 
lished settlers appear well contented with the results of the season’s operations, both 
as regards crops and stock. 

Oats, have yielded a general average of 25 bushels to the acre. Potatoes have 
been more or lessa failure, on account of the dry season, and hay is of a poor quality 
for the same reason. . 

The country is rolling towards S. H. and N. B., hilly to the N. W. and S. W., 
well watered, and having a soil ranging from clay to sandy loam, rich to the west 
and lighter towards the open lands. 

I have heard of no new settlers. 

The settlers are satisfied with the existing ordinances as regards prairie fires. 


MILK RIVER. 


Sergeant Macfarland, in charge at Milk River, reports no settlers in his vicinity. 
The land is good for grazing purposes, and hay is plentiful. The soil is sandy 
loam. 
RANCHING PROSPECTS. 


I am informed that the ranching prospects in the district are satisfactory, the 
cattle and horses are looking well and a large percentage of increase was shown this 
year at the different “rounds up ” and branding camps. The feed at present is fairly 
good, and good prospects of an open winter, which will be greatly in their favor. 


GAME. 


The game laws are rigidly enforced in this district, many of the settlers taking 
great interest in the preservation of the game, which on account of the country 
becoming more settled, is naturally getting scarcer. 

Ducks, geese and prairie chickens were found in great numbers on the Kootenai 
and St. Mary’s rivers. The mountain streams and lakes abound with brook and salmon 
trout. 


INDIANS. 


The Blood and Piegan Indians, whose reserves are located in this district, have 
given considerable trouble and annoyance during the past year, and unless some 
great change takes place it will not be lessened. ‘The members of both tribes take 
every opportunity of procuring liquor of any description on every possible occasion— 
in fact, they even indulge in smuggling it across the line for their own use. This 
and horse stealing are the main causes of all our trouble with them; it seems impos- 
sible for them to resist indulging their apparent natural inclinations in this direction. 

On the 2nd July the “Sun Dance” commenced on the Blood Reserve. On the 
4th a constable from the Stand Off detachment then on duty at the Sun Dance reported 
to me at Macleod, that Sergeant Hilliard and two constables had tried to arrest an 
Indian, “Calf Robe,” for pointing a gun at constable Zinkham, when trying to arrest 
him for horse stealing some time previous, and as the Sun Dance was then in 
progress some 200 or 309 of the Bucks assisted in rescuing “Calf Robe” from the 
police. On the following morning I ordered Inspector Wood, in command of a small 
party, to proceed to Stand Off and investigate the matter ; he returned the following 
day, bringing with him several of the Indians who participated in obstructing the 
police in doing their duty. They were placed in the guard room. 

On the 8th July, the five Indians that were placed in custody were brought 
before me and Inspector Wood, for their preliminary trial, Indian Agent Pockling- 
ton appearing for the defence, they were committed for trial at the next sitting of 
the Supreme Court, which was held on the 5th August, Indian Agent Pocklington 
and their chief, “Red Crow,” going their bail pending the sitting of the court. The 
Crown proseentor thoneht before the trial came off that there had been a good case 
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made out, that the Indians had no cause or right to assault the police, even had there 
been no warrants issued; but the judge, on hearing the evidence, threw out the case, 
as I believe he decided it was not a legal arrest as no warrant had been issued, and 
the prisoners were released. In making this arrest, the non-commissioned officer was 
not in possession of a warrant, but I consider he acted perfectly right, there being so 
many bad Indians wanted at times that unless a man takes every chance offered he 
will likely lose his man altogether, as they give very few opportunities for arresting. 

The impression has gone abroad that the Sun Dance is a religious festival ; it 
may have been regarded as such at one time, but the experience of nearly all those 
whose dealings and occupations have brought them in close contact with the Indians, 
and who are well acquainted with their manners and customs, do not now consider it 
as such. It has degenerated into a gathering merely for the purpose of using up 
presents of tea, tobacco, &c., given them by their agents or begged from their white 
neighbors. It isa festival that should be discouraged ; it has the effect of reviving 
too vividly old associations. Old warriors take this occasion of relating their experi- 
ence of former days, counting their scalps and giving the numbers of horses they 
were successfulin stealing. This has a pernicious effect on the young men; it makes 
them unsettled and anxious to emulate the deeds of their forefathers. 

It was reported to me on the 30th of April that a party of fifteen Blood Indians 
had left for the Crow Reserve in the United States for the purpose of stealing horses. 
Sergeant Hilliard, in charge of Stand Off detachment, got the names of the Indians 
absent from the reserve in case they were needed. On the 22nd I received a tele- 
gram from R. S. Tingley, of Big Sandy, Montana, to the effect that some of our In- 
dians were stealing horses in that vicinity, and requesting me to take action in the 
matter. I sent word to the outposts to keep a sharp look out for their return and 
also notified the agent at the reserve to warn me of their return, should they escape 
the notice of our men. 

On the 4th of May I received another message from R. S. Tingley that they had 
stolen seventeen saddle horses from him. I immediately despatched Inspector 
Macpherson and all available non-commissioned officers and men to intercept, if 
possible this band of Indians, and also notified all outposts. 

On the 7th of May I received a further despatch from R, B. Harrison, Helena, 
Montana,stating that the Bloods had run off forty horses belonging to the Crows. 
Scout Giveen was sent out at once to notify Inspector Macpherson in charge of 
the patrol then looking for these Indians, and to join his party. I also received a 
telegram from theOfficer Commanding Fort Assiniboine, U.S., that nine Bloods had 
passed through the Bear Paw Mountains, having stolen stock belonging to the Crow 
Indians in their possession. 

Several rumors came in from the reserve, brought in by Indians who claimed to 
have seen “ Prairie Chicken Old Man’s” party, and who reported that they were all 
killed by Gros Ventres in the Bear Paw Mountains. 

On the 16th Inspector Macpherson’s detachment captured the “ Bee,” who was 
one of the party, and sent him in here. 

On the 18th he sent in “Hind Gun” together with “ Young Pine” and the 
“Scout,” who by the advice of the chiefs gave themselves up to the Indian Agent 
Pocklington, all of whom were placed in the guard room here. 

“Young Pine” made a confession regarding the trip, and stated that the party 
comprised five Bloods and one South Piegan, and that on the Big Horn at the Crow 
Agency they drove off about 100 head of horses, the most of which were very poor 
and dropped along the trail. When returning on the second day they were sur- 
prised by a large party of Gros Ventres, who commenced shooting at them; they 
peaped on their horses and went further into the Bear Paw Mountains, the Gros 

entres continuing to fire on them, they firing in return, and saw some of the enemy 
drop; they continued to retreat, and noticing two Indians on the trail in front of them, 
they pursued them and killed one of them, an “ Assiniboine.” The “Scout” took 
his horse and “ Prairie Chicken Old Man” his gun andscalp. At this momenta party 
of American Cavalry were seen coming to cut them off, so they continued their 
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flight, leaving nearly all the stolen horses in the hands of the Gros Ventres, they 
however, arrived on the Blood Reserve with five of the stolen horses and one stray 
horse. These they handed over to their chiefs, who handed them over tous. Owners 
for these horses have not yet been found. I sent a description and brands to the 
Montana Stock Association, but they have not yet been claimed ; they are at present 
running with our herd here. 

On the 13th of June the Indian Commissioner, Mr. Hayter Reed, was here, and 
held a conference with these Indians in regard to their late conduct, and told them 
there had been no charge laid against them, as the parties from whom the horses 
had been stolen had lodged no complaint, They were dismissed with a good caution 
and an intimation that they were liable to be sent for at any time to answer to 
the charge. 

On the 21st of June “Calf Robe,” another of this marauding party, came to the 
post and gave himself up, but I released him, first giving him a good lecture as to his 
future conduct. 

Two Indians during the year were tried and convicted of frequenting tepees 
kept by women and peddling same for the purpose of prostitution. They were both 
given six months hard labor. Severe sentences in these cases were given solely as 
an example to try and stamp out this pestilence. 

Several minor cases of Indians being drunk were tried before me and other 
Justices of the Peaceand punished accordingly, but in nearly all cases it was a matter 
of impossibility to convict the whites who furnished them with the hop beer, it being 
proven that the Indians themselves had doctored the beer by using tea and tobacco, 

The North Piegans are the best behaved Indians I have anything to do with, 
very seldom haying a case against any of them for misbehavior. 

All Indians visiting the town of Macleod are required to have passes from their 
agents, failing which they are ordered at once back to their reserve. 


PRAIRIE FIRES. 


During the year the members of this command were called upon, on a great many 
occasions, to extinguish prairie fires. The first call was in April, when a large fire 
was burning in the vicinity of Willow Creek; thence across the country to the Little 
Bow River. In this instance several of the hired men on Strong’s ranche co-operated 
with the police in the work, killing cattle and hauling their carcasses along the fire 
trail; this had to be done to put the fire out, no water being available. 

On the 10th of this month the Government hay stack at St. Mary’s was destroyed 
by a prairie fire which was travelling at great speed, owing to the high wind pre- 
vailing at the time ; every effort was made to protect the stack, but of no avail. 

During May no fires were reported and only one in June and none during July 
and August. In September and October prairie fires were raging all over the dis- 
trict, no less than ten large fires, as well as some minor-ones, having been reported. 
Large parties were sent to all these fires. Im many instances every available man 
in the post was turned out, the citizens of Macleod were pressed into the service, and 
on most occasions they responded willingly. The men for some two weeks were 
forced to remain out both day and night fighting the fires—in fact, at times no other 
duty could be done. 

The settlers were highly pleased with the manner in which the men worked, 
and the great assistance given in saving the feed on the ranges. 

A great number of the townspeople having no horses or vehicles would have 
been unable to turn out to give assistance had not police teams been sent to trans- 
port them to the scene of the fire. 

My opinion is that a great number of these fires were started by “round up” 
parties and parties having hay camps, who, on changing camp, were careless in 
extinguishing the fires used for cooking and branding purposes. There are now over 
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thirty fire guardians in this district, which will, I hope, aid greatly in checking 
this evil. 


POLICE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, 


The press and others at times have made attacks upon the manner in which 
police officers perform the duties of Justices of the Peace; at the samo time there 
are others who take a firm stand on the opposite side. There are men who imagine 
and say that it is impossible for a commissioned officer of the police to divest himself 
of his feelings as a police officer and sit impartially as a justice. think the very fact 
of our being placed in this position is a guarantee of our responsibility and forces us 
to act in an impartial manner, well knowing that should we show any inclination to 
err, a8 accused, we would only give our opponents room to talk. Only one case has 
come under my notice of an officer being biassed; in all other cases I think the decis- 
ions have been just and unprejudiced; and I would look upon any man who could not, 
under existing circumstances, do his duty as a justice without fear or favor, a poor 
specimen of humanity and one not likely to be in the police force. 

If the matter were thoroughly sifted, it would be found that it is only in regard 
to liquor cases that police officers as Justices of the Peace are supposed to err. The 
sympathy of the public being with the whiskey traders and against the liquor laws, 
they show the very fault for which they blame the police, viz., that of prejudging 
the case for the defence. 

If people would calmly consider this subject and throw prejudice aside they 
would come to the conclusion that the Justices of the Peace who are members of the 
force will compare favorably in ability and fairness with any in the Dominion. 

In conversation with many, I have been unable to get any suggestions in regard 
to appointments which would give better satisfaction. 

Were all magistrates civilians it would be no guarantee that they would not be 
biassed in their judgments, afd they are certainly not as free of the different cliques 
and their neighbors squabbles as police officers are, and often more afraid of public 
Opinion. 

‘ In this district there are several notable exceptions. Mr. Morden and Capt. 
Scobie, who have been acting here for quite a while, are capable men, and have given 
general satisfaction. Men of this stamp cannot be always got. 

Superintendent Macdonell and Inspector Wood were the only other Justices of 
the Peace, besides myself, until the arrival of Inspector Begin, and they shared the 
work of that exceedingly disagreeable office. 


BUILDINGS. 


The following is a list of buildings erected and improvements made during the 
past year in this district under the supervision of Inspector Starnes and Staff- 
Sergeant Davis: 

I would particularly refer to the buildings at Kipp, Big Bend and St. Mary’s 
which are all of a superior class, and fully meet the requirements of the service. The 
St. Mary’s building will be completed by 31st December. 

The building and stables erected on Beaver Creek for the use of the Porcupine 
detachment are constructed of logs, and are well built, the work being done by 
Corporal Sparrow, Constable Davis and three others. 

Staff-Sergeant Davis deserves every credit for the manner in which he has car- 
ried on this work, as do also the constables of the force who were working under 
his orders, 

The whole of the work has been done by the members of this command, and 
reflects great credit upon them. 


Big Bend. 


Built house 18 by 20 feet, and kitchen 12 by 12 feet, shingled roof and sheeted 
inside and outside with siding. Stable 26 by 18 feet, shingled roof, five stalls, oat 
bin and saddle partition, Latrine shingled and sided. 
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Kipp. 


Built house 26 by 28 feet, kitchen 12 by 14 feet, shingled roof. sheeted inside 
with beaded lumber, oiled and varnished outside, with siding painted. Upstairs, one 
barrack room 18 by 26 feet. Downstairs, officers’ room 11 by 16 feet, store room 11 
by 10 feet, corporal’s room 10 by 10 feet, dining-room 11 by 16 feet, hall 5 feet wide, 
verandah in front of building. Latrine sided, and shingled roof. Stable 24 by 35 feet, 
shingled roof, sided and painted, fourteen stalls, saddle partition, lean-to coal shed 
10 by 10 feet, sheeted and shingled. Outhouse 10 by 10 feet, sheeted and shingled. 


Porcupine Hills. 


House 18 by 20 feet, logs and plaster, shingled roof. Stable 18 by 26 feet, logs 
and plastered, shingled roof, five stalls and outhouse. 


St. Mary’s. 
House 26 by 28 feet, and kitchen 12 by 14 feet same as Kipp. Stable, coal house, 
outhouse, and latrine same as Kipp. 
Stand Of. 


Old logs made into a kitchen, 18 by 18 feet. 
Macleod. 


Kalsomining, painting and varnishing done in two large barrack buildings, mess 
and kitchens; sergeant’s mess building; sergeant’s quarters, orderly room; SS ig 
Division office; veterinary office; hospital ; commanding officer’s kitchen and wood- 
work; officers’ mess and pantry. 

Inspector Matthew's quarters: Log kitchen sheeted over with dressed lumber 
and battoned and painted; fence for yard painted; latrine; three rooms papered 
and wood-work painted ; 


Sick Stable. 


Log stable divided into two by lumber partition, two box stalls of 2-inch lumber, 
lock-up 5 by 12 feet, nine stalls, upright bales and mangers renewed. 


Bake House. 


Old carpenters’ shop taken from west side of square and placed east; sheeted 
inside with beaded lumber, new floor and joists, one new window, one new door, 
brick floor, two bricks thick, in corner, for portable oven to rest on, Building inside 
17 by 25 feet. 

Carpenters’ Shop. 
New shop built 24 by 40 feet, with upstairs for painting ; not yet completed. 
Recreation Room. 


Old sick stable, 25 by 50 feet, moved to place in line with barrack rooms, raised 
24 feet, new floor (double), sheeted inside with “ V” grooved lumber, new windows, 
doors, partitions, &., not yet completed. 


Chimneys. 


Six brick chimneys built on officers’ quarters, one on Inspector Wood’s quarters, 
two on Inspector Matthew’s quarters, one on “FH” Division saddle room. 


Officers’ Quarters. 


Old recreation room to be partitioned off for two single officers’ quarters ; not 
yet commenced. 
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Sidewalk. 


A board walk of 2-inch plank was built all round the square and from the south- 
east corner to the hospital door, 8 feet wide in front of barrack rooms and 3 feet 
wide elsewhere. 


Pincher Creek. 
New blacksmiths’ shop, 14 by 16 feet; not yet commenced. 


BUILDINGS REQUIRED. 
Stand Off. 


Stand Off being a central point to all outposts, besides being the most important 
outpost in the district, requires permanent quarters to hold at least twenty-five men. 
Repeatedly during the past summer and winter from twenty to twenty-five men, 
with officers, have beén forced to sleep on the floor. In addition to the men stationed 
here, teamsters and their off men with supplies for other detachments, parties out 
on special duty on the Blood Reserve, or in transit to other points, necessitates 
accommodation for a large number of men. I will submit plans and detailed estimate, 
which I recommend to your consideration. 

I would suggest that the officers’ quarters which you intended to have con- 
structed at Pincher Creek be placed at Stand Off. I consider that there is no out- 
post in the district of such importance. 

Referring to the estimates that were submitted for that place, I venture to have 
the officers’ quarters laid out to suit either married or single officers. There is a 
very slight difference in the expense. 


For Men's Quarters. 


A T shaped building, front part 48 x 28 and back part 24 x 40 containing the 
following: One barrack room 28 x 20, one 18 x 20, an office 10 x 10 and a non- 
commissioned officers’ room 10 x 10, a hall 8 feet wide, two cells, a small wash room, 
a mess room 14 x 24, a kitchen 16 x 16 and astore room 8 x 16. 

It would be built with a sheeting of shiplap, covered with tar paper and out- 
side with siding, the inside with beaded matched lumber the whole to be painted. 

. The total estimated cost of this building is $2,031.00. 

This post would require permanent officers’ quarters. I would recommend that a 
building of which estimate and plan will also be forwarded to you, containing hall, 
sitting and dining room, pantry, kitchen and servants’ room, with an upstairs for bed 
room. 

The estimate cost of this would be about $1,100. 

One more stable to hold twelve horses is also necessary, and the present one 
needs sheeting outside. This could be done, and building a small outhouse and coal 
shed lean-to for about $350. 


Milk River Ridge. 


Will require a building of the same description as the Kipp one, that is to say 
a house 28 x 26, with kitchen 12 x 14, and an upstairs for barracks room, ground 
floor, with non-commissioned officers’ room, officers’ room, dining room and store 
room, a stable to hold twelve horses. 

This would cost $950. 


Macleod. 


A blacksmith’s shop will be required in the post; this would have to be the same 
_ size as the carpenters shop built this year, 24 x 40, so as to allow two fires going and 
hold waggons being repaired and horses being shod. 
. This would cost about $500. 
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I cannot too strongly recommend the building of a second coal shed in the post, 
as the present one holds only about half of the year’s supply; the other half has to be 
put outside exposed to the weather, and there is, consequently, a large loss. I will 
forward estimate of cost. 

T would also recommend that the inside of “H” Division stable should be all 
changed, the floor taken up and replaced by a new one, having clay half way in the 
stalls for horses’ forefeet to rest on. 

The present board partitions between stalls replaced by swing-bales, the inside of 
stable sheeted with shiplap. The present board floor has proved injurious to horses, 
and the stiff partition dangerous in the handling of young horses, estimate will be 
forwarded. 

The very rocky ground between the barracks and the town of Macleod makes the 
walk exceedingly disagreeable and hard on men’s boots. 1 would recommend that a 
two-plank walk be built from the barrack gate to the outskirts of the town, a 
distance of about 650 yards. This could be done at a cost of about $275. 


Cemeteries. 


Shortly after I assumed command of this district. I caused the plot of ground 
containing the graves of the members of the force who died in the old fort to be 
examined, as it was reported to me that there was great danger of the next spring 
freshet carrying away the whole of the remains. I personally inspected the plot of 
ground said to be reserved as a police cemetery, and formed the opinion that a much 
better selection could be made. As it wasurgent that the remains be taken up at 
once, and placed where they would be safe, T had the bodies exhumed, and those 
of the Protestants placed in the Protestant cemetery, and the Catholics in theirs, 
both of which cemeteries I am pleased to state have been neatly fenced. I also 
caused to be exhumed the bodies of Sergeant Chassie and Constable Collins of “ D” 
Division, which were interred in the previously selected burying ground in rear of 
the barracks, and had them placed with the others. 

The pastors of both denominations are willing to reserve for the police a con- 
siderable plot ot ground in their respective cemeteries, in consideration of receiving 
a small remuneration to help to keep them in repair, and which is now in progress 
of settlement. 


Officers. 


During the past year the officers of the district have performed their duties satis- 
factorily, and supported me, and cheerfully met my views in all matters. Superin- 
tendent Macdonell and Inspector Wood are in charge of the two divisions here, and by 
their excellent example have established between their respective Divisions a state 
of good feeling which is pleasant to observe, and which certainly did not exist when 
they took command. 

Inspector Starnes superintended all the building and repairing in the district; in 
addition to his other duties, which he performed in turn with the rest of the officers. 
His work has been satisfactorily done. Mr. Peters, Superintendent of Public Works, 
has expressed his opinion of it as equal, if not superior to any in the country. 

From the beginning of the year until Ist. August Inspector Wilson was in 
charge of the outposts extending from the Porcupine Hills to Milk River, making 
Pincher Creek his headquarters. These detachments he visited monthly during last 
winter and also at uncertain times until 24th May, when Inspector Macpherson took 
charge of the outposts on the border, as it was utterly impossible for one officer to 
perform the duty. These officers travelled many thousands of miles during the year 
in inspections and other duties connected with their charge, and carried out promptly 
and well any orders received from me. Inspector White-Fraser relieved Inspector 
Wilson 1st August, and has been unremitting in his attention to the work allotted 
to him, 

Assistant Surgeon Fraser joined this post on June 16th, and on the 17th took 
over medical charge from Dr. G. A. Kennedy. He has proved himself most attentive 
to the sick and punctual in his duties, 
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Non-Commissioned Officers. 


The conduct of the non-commissioned officers now serving at this post and 
district has been in almost all cases all that could be desired. Those employed on 
patrol and special duty have in every case shown great anxiety to carry out the 
duties allotted to them in a proper manner. 

Sergeant-Major Stewart, who is now on furlough, has been undeviating in his 
attention to duty. He is a very capable non-commissioned officer, firm and fair in 
carrying out his duties, which are much more trying than those of the sergeant- 
major of aregiment. He scarcely leaves the barrack square, except during meal 
time, from early morning until last post. 

Staff-Sergeant Fane has carried out the duties of quartermaster-sergeant ina 
most satisfactory manner, giving satisfaction in every respect. His books are neatly 
and well kept. 

Staff-Sergeant Davis, as referred to under the head of building, has been most 
attentive to his work and has done all he could to push the construction of detach- 
ment buildings to a completion. He has shown great tact in his management of the 
men and in assisting them, I suggest that this non-commissioned officer be placed 
in charge of any work of this kind which has to be done in the western part of the 
Territory. 

Sergeant-Major Hetherington was promoted to staff-sergeant in the early part of 
the year, and shortly afterwards appointed acting sergeant-major of the Depot 
Division, from which he was transferred to this post as acting sergeant-major of 
“DPD” Division, and since promoted to the full rank. 

While in charge of the town detachment at Macleod, as sergeant, in December 
last he displayed great firmness and moral courage in bringing to justice three non- 
commissioned officers, two of them his seniors, who were behaving in town in a 
manner calculated to bring discredit on the force, This non-commissioned officer is 
conscientious and painstaking to a marked degree, and improving himself in the 
knowledge of his duties. 

Sergeant Hilliard is in charge of the detachment at Stand-Off, near the Blood 
Reserve, a position requiring great tact, knowledge of the Indian character, and 
pluck. He has performed the duties of this disagreeable situation in a most 
satisfactory manner. 

Sergeant Hayne has performed the duties of hospital sergeant here since last 
spring, and on no occasion has there been any complaint on the state of the hospital, 
or anything connected with it, either by the surgeon or any of the inspecting officers. 

This non-commissioned officer lately received the Royal Humane Society's bronze 
medal for saving the life of Reg. No. 1977, Constable Rawlings from drowning, This 
is the second testimonial that he has received. 


The Governor General’s visit to the District. 


On 29th September [ received instructions to provide a travelling escort and 
transport to meet His Excellency the Governor General and party at Lethbridge. I 
detailed Inspector Wood for this duty, as also the required number of non-commis- 
sioned officers and constables as escort and the necessary transport; three 4-horse and 
a single team were sent from Calgary to complete the transport required. 

The escort consisted of the following :— 

Inspector Wood in command, Sergeant Brooke and forty-four other non-commis- 
sioned officers and constables, twenty-three saddle horses and eleven 4-in-hand 
teams. 

This escort met His Excellency at Lethbridge on the morning of the 11th and 
left that place for the Blood Reserve. On the same day I proceeded from here with 
a mounted escort consisting of two sub-divisions from “ D” and “4H.” Inspectors 
Wilson and Matthews were placed in command of their own sub-division. . 

The Governor General and bis party arrived on the reserve at noon and were 
received in the usual manner, A large number of Indians assembled to do him 
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honor. A pow-wow was held and a sham fight was given, showing the Indian method 
of warfare, which was highly interesting. 

His Excellency left the reserve the same day, procee ling to the Cochrane 
Ranche. 

On the evening of the 12th October His Excellency arrived at this place and 
was received by a guard of honor and a salute of nineteen guns. A large num- 
ber of people assembled on that occasion, The next day being Sunday the Vice-regal 
party remained at Macleod and attended Divine service. On the same day His 
Bxcellency honored the barracks with a visit, minutely inspected the post, and 
expressed his entire satisfaction and gratification at its efficient state, particularly the 
hospital and stables. 

On Monday morning, the 14th October, His Excellency started for Calgary, 
which place he reached on the fourth day afterwards, visiting en route all the 
important ranches of the district, the travelling escort and transport returning to 
Macleod on the 22nd October, all the horses in good condition, and the transport 
none the worse for the trip. 

On the morning of the 14th October, the ladies of His Excellency’s party 
proceeded to Calgary vid Lethbridge. Transport was provided by Inspector Wood. 

Inspector Wood deserves credit for the manner in which he conducted the escort 
and transport. The behavior of the non-commissioned officers and men forming the 
escort was all that could be desired. 

As the Assistant Commissioner, who accompanied His Excellency, reported on 
this subject, it is unnecessary for me to give further details. 


GENERAL WORK. 


During the greater part of last winter a guard, consisting of one non-commissioned 
officer and three men, was mounted daily. Three provost constables to take charge 
of the prisoners and a night stable picquet of three men was mounted in the evening 
and relieved at reveille. An inlying picquet of six mounted men was detailed daily 
and held in readiness to turn out when required. During the summer the duties 
were so excessive, and there were 80 many men employed on patrols, that 1 was 
obliged to take off the day guard and detail as a substitute a provost guard of one 
non-commissioned officer and three men, who remained on duty for a week. 

Provost guards are very unsatisfactory, as haying a tendency to produce slack- 
ness. Daily guard mounting has quite the opposite effect. 

The remaining duties were fatigues, which were constant. Very few of the men 
had a day off during the past year. 

There have been church parades every Sunday for men whose denominations 
are represented in the town. 

The town of Macleod has been patrolled night and day, and the detachment 
stationed there has done very good service towards the suppression of crime and 
rowdyism, 

December 2, 1888.—Corporal Sparrow and Constable Myles, acting under infor- 
mation received, arrested near Willow Creek two men named Pete Smith and John 
Cabler for having in their possession a waggon loaded with whiskey. They were 
tried on the 3rd. Smith was discharged and Cabler was fined $200 and costs, and 
the horses, harness and waggon confiscated by the Customs Department. 

December 7, 1888—One grey mare and one horse, the property ofP eK 
Richards and J. McDougall, of Macleod, were 1 ecovered at Stand Off by the members 
of that detachment and handed over to the owners. 

December 15, 1888—Sergeant Waite, in charge of Stand Off detachment, 
brought in a horse he recovered from the Indians, the property of A. J. White, of 
Slide Out, to whom the horse was handed over. 

December 19, 1888.—‘‘Star Child,” a Blood Indian, reported to me that ‘The 
Dog,” an escaped convict, was at the South Piegan Agency, and about to return to the 
Blood Reserve, and asked that he might be retained at St. Mary’s detachment for a 
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short period, in order to assist the police in arresting him. His request was complied 
with, but no trace of ‘The Dog” could be had. 

December 19, 1888.—Constable Murray, of “E” Division, and a Mr. McDonald, of 
Calgary, arrived here, having a warrant for some horses and waggons on which 
Messrs. Lafferty and Smith, of Calgary, held a mortgage, and which were then under 
seizure. On their arrival here at3 p.m. their horses being played out, asked for assist- 
ance to capture these horses and waggons, which were being hurried towards the 
line. I immediately sent out two parties, one in the direction of St. Mary’s and one 
in charge of Inspector Wood, on the Benton Trail, who after several hours hard rid- 
ing caught up with the parties, seized the property wanted and returned here. The 
property was handed over to the Calgary authorities on the 21st. 

January 4, 1889.—Sergeant Hetherington, in charge of the town patrol, arrested 
one George Braden, Calgary stage driver, for having liquor illegally in his possession. 
He was tried and convicted on the 12th instant, fined $100 and costs, and horses and 
waggon confiscated. The case was appealed to the Supreme Court and the convic- 
tion quashed. 

January 4.—Two Indians “Crazy Crow” and “The Fellow-that-never-ties-his 
Moocassins,’ were arrested by the detachment at Stand Off, for having in their 
pessession a saddle which was stolen from a Mr. Maupin, of Pincher Creek. The 
former was dismissed and the latter having been convicted, was sentenced to three 
months imprisonment with hard labor. 

January 17.—Inspector Matthews and six constables arrived at this post from 
Regina for duty with the Command. 

January 21.—His Honor the Lieutenant Governor arrived at this post to-day 
and left for Calgary on the 24th. I furnished him with the necessary transport. 

February 4.—Signalling drill commenced at this post, under Inspector Matthews. 

February 9.—Three Indians, “ Crooked Leg” “ Fat” and “ Patsey,” were arrested 
for being drunk in the town of Macleod, and were given fourteen days imprisonment. 

February 18.—One child, a Blood Indian was arrested for being drunk in 
Macleod and, on the 19th instant, was sentenced to 14 days imprisonment. 

March 8.—The town patrol arrested eight men in the act of gambling seven of 
whom were fined $50 and costs, or one month’s imprisonment with hard labor, and the 
other $50 and costs for allowing gambling on his premises, elected to do the month ; 
the balance appealed to the Supreme Court. 

March 21.—One E. Venn, a hop-beer vender, was tried and convicted of having 
given beer to Indian women. He was fined $100, or three months imprisonment with 
hard labor. He took the latter. 

April 2—The detachment to be stationed at Milk River during the summer was 
this day sent out to that place, under charge of Inspector Macpherson. 

April 3—The detachment to be stationed at Big Bend was sent out this date. 
This will in future be a permanent detachment ; also, two men were sent outas a 
flying patrol between the Dry Forks and Stand Off, to prevent cattle killing in that 
vicinity. 

April 8—Field gun drill commenced this date, under Inspector Wood. 

April 12.—-One sergeant and two constables left for Mosquito Creek, where they 
will be stationed during the summer months. 

April 26.—Two Indians, “Broken Rib” and “The Man-who-carries-the-Pot,” 
were arrested for being drunk and disorderly in the town of Macleod. They were 
tried and convicted, and sentenced, the former to one month’s imprisonment and the 
latter to two months’ imprisonment with hard labor. 

June 9.—The Assistant Commissioner and myself left to inspect the different 
detachments, commencing with Pincher Creek. 

June 10.—T'wo white men named, Loudon and Fontain, were arrested this day 
near Kootenai by Constable Condon, suspected of killing cattle belonging to Mr. 
Macfarland. They had a preliminary examination here and were committed for 
trial at the Supreme Court, but were admitted to bail pending trial, and were after- 
wards dismissed, the case not being proven. 
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June 19.—Mr. Gray, from Montana, U.S., arrived here in search of a stolen 
horse. It was recovered by the detachment at Stand Off and handed over to him. 

July 7.—An Indian named “No Flyer” was arrested at Stand Off and brought 
here, charged with stealing a horse from Mr. Johnson last fall. He was committed 
for trial, and was sentenced to by the Hon. Mr. Justice Macleod to six months’ 
imprisonment with hard labor. 

July 9.—Information was given by the Waldron Ranche Company that a horse 
of theirs had been stolen, and the thief had made off in the direction of the Crow’s 
Nest Pass, en route to British Columbia. Sergeant Waite and Constable Robinson 
were sent in pursuit. They recovered this horse at Pincher Creek, but found 
that another horse had been stolen from a rancher there by the same party, who had 
joined with another man guilty of the same crime, both of whom made off together. 
Sergeant Waite and Constable Robinson obtained a warrant at Pincher Creek from 
Inspector Wilson and proceeded in pursuit vid the Crow’s Nest Pass to Galbraith’s 
Ferry, B.C. On their arzival there they found that the thieves had passed through 
a couple of days previous, making for Okanagan via Morgan Pass. The warrants 
were handed over by Sergeant Waite to Mr. Dennis, Government officer at the Ferry, 
who hired a special constable and sent him in pursuit, promising to report if he suc- 
ceeded in capturing the thieves. No report has yet been received from the British 
Columbia authorities. 

August 7.—Myself and assistant Veterinary Surgeon Wroughton left this post 
to visit the different hay camps in the western part of the district, in order to judge 
the quality of hay, making a distance of 140 miles in three days, and fgund the hay 
very poor everywhere, and none better than that being delivered in the post. 

August 19.—Two Indians, “ Heavy Runner” and “Eagle Tail,” arrived from 
Stand Off, to make a report regarding the horses stolen from them by the Gros 
Ventres. They were sent with interpreter Potts to St. Marys, there to meet Inspector 
Macpherson, who accompanied them to Chinook, Montana, U. S., to prosecute, The 
Gros Ventres were committed for trial, and are now in goal at Benton, awaiting trial. 

August 28.—A Chinaman, “Ah-Too,” laid information against a Piogan 
Indian for being drunk and assaulting him. Sergeant Brooke was sent to the 
reserve to arrest him, but found that the Indian had skipped the country. 

September 30.—A fire broke out in the bake shop at this post about 8 p. m., 
which resulted in its total destruction. The command, under my own observation, 
worked manfully, and did everything in their power towards extinguishing the fire 
and preventing its spreading to other buildings in the vicinity, in which they were 
successful, although a high wind was blowing at the time. 

On this date a Mr. Meztler, laid information against “Owl Bear” and “ Fast 
Rider,” for stealing a mare and colt, Inspector Macpherson recovered them in the 
United States, Warrants were issued for the arrest of the Indians, but they skipped 
the country, and are still at large. 

October 23.—Indian “Morning Owl,” was arrested in the town of Macleod 
for being drunk, and was fined $10 and costs or one month’s imprisonment, Fine paid, 

November 4.—An Indian, Joe Smith, was arrested in Macleod for being drunk, 
He was find $10 and costs or one month’s imprisonment. He took the latter. 

November 12.—The Milk River detachment was relieved by me for duty at 
the post during the winter months. 

November 16. Sergeant Waite, in charge of St. Mary’s detachment, reported 
here bringing with him 110 gallons of whiskey which was found in a caché by Con- 
stable Percival and Scout Giveen on the St. Mary’s River, but no person could be 
seen in the vicinity of the caché. The whiskey was destroyed at this post, under 
the supervision of Inspector Matthews, orderly officer. 

November 17.—Sergeant Hilliard, in charge of Stand Off detachment, reported 
having found a caché of 15 gallons of liquor near Stand Off, which he destroyed. 

November 20.—The Assistant Commissioner arrived at this post to make his 
inspection, leaving on the 21st, accompanied by Inspector Wood, to inspect all the 
detachments in the district, and returning on the 26th, when he inspected this post. 
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GENERAL REMARKS, 


Springs of coal oil have been discovered in the fork of the South Kootenay Pass, 
near the Kootenay Lakes, by Mr. W. L. Lee. A great many claims have been 
staked out. 

Coyotes, which have been in the past very destructive on calves and sheep, are 
in a fair way of being exterminated. Several of the ranchers keep packs of hounds 
for the purpose. The Cochrane Ranche pack destroyed 112 of these animals last 
month. 

The Porcupine Hills detachment, formerly stationed at Dunbar’s, has been 
removed to Beaver Creek, on what is called the “Old, Mill” trail, where the new quar- 
ters have been built, being now about 27 miles distant from the post and 9 miles 
further than the old site. Its present location is more central, being close to the 
Waldron Ranche, the stables and fields where their thoroughbred stock is kept 
being within a quarter of a mile. Firewood is close and plentiful. The feed here 
is good, and an abundant supply of water. 

I would recommend that the Police quarter-section at Pincher Creek be fenced 
with barbed wire. The posts and top rails can be got very cheap at that place. 
This is absolutely necessary to preserve the feed for the horses of that detachment, 
on.account of the large number of cattle running at large in that section. 

The same should be done at Stand Off on account of the large number of Indian. 
ponies prowling around, I will have estimate of cost prepared and forwarded to you 

With your approval I have had posts and top rails got ready for the extension 
of the barrack square towards the south. 

As you are aware, this is most necessary, owing to the present position of the 
hay stacks. When the fence is extended there will be less risk from fire. 

I enclose herewith, in connection with this report, return of Criminal Cases; 
Mileage Reports “D” and “H” (not printed) and Police Map, giving the stations of 
all outposts established during the year. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. B. STEELE, 
Superintendent, Commanding Macleod District. 
The Commissioner 
N. W. M. Police, Regina. 


Since the above report was forwarded, the following letter has been received 
from the Secretary of the Board of Stock Commissioners of the State of Montana :— 
State oF Montana Boarp or Stock COMMISSIONERS. 

SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
HELENA, Montana, 13th January, 1890. 
L. W. Hercumer, Esquire, 
Commissioner, N. W. M. Police. 

Sir,—The Board of Stock Commissioners of the State of Montana, in their 
efforts to protect the live stock interests of the citizens of both Montana and the 
North-West Territory, have frequently called upon the North-West Mounted Police 
and the authorities of the North-West Territory to aid them in their efforts, and we 
take this occasion of expressing our high appreciation for the assistance and 
many courtesies received at their hands; and the people of both countries are 
greatly indebted to Inspector D. H. Macpherson, who is thoroughly conversant with 
the status of the live stock interests of both sides of the line. For this reason we 
trust he may be retained in his present position, feeling sure that it would be to the 
benefit of the people of both countries. 

Very respectfully yours, 
BOARD OF STOCK COMMISSIONERS. 

R. B. Harrison, 

Secretary. 
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APPENDIX G. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT PERRY, COMMANDING “F” 
DIVISION, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


Prince ALBERT, 30th November, 1889. 

Sir,—I have the honour to submit my annual report for the district of Prince 
Albert. 

Very little change has taken place in the condition of this district since I sub- 
mitted my last annual report. There has been no marked increase in the population 
nor decided improvement in the wealth and prosperity of the settlers—the former 
undoubtedly due to the want of railroad communication, and the latter to the 
exceptionally dry season. 

The early completion of the railroad from Regina to this point, now being 80 
rapidly constructed, will speedily change this state of affairs, inspiring those already 
here to renewed energy, and will confirm the confidence in the future of the district, 
even now firmly established. It will attract a large proportion of the immigrants 
coming to the North-West, thus ensuring the influx of capital for the development of 
the vast resources of this district. 

Before the intentions of the Government were made known last spring on the 
question of providing railroad communication, a general and widespread despondency 
existed, which was manifested by public meetings. 

These meetings gave legitimate expression to the feeling that a point had been 
reached in the settling up of the country on the Saskatchewan, formerly known as 
the Fertile Belt, whence no advance could be made unless rail communication was 
given, and without which retardation would take place. This district is possessed of 
sturdy, energetic and pushing settlers. Its chief town, Prince Albert, ranks among 
the wealthiest in the Territories, with good shops, fine, substantial residences, and 
most excellent schools. 

Good schools exist throughout the district. New settlers will find the elements 
of civilization already established, an attraction however, common to the whole 
Territory. 

INDIANS. 


The Indians on the different reserves of the district are quiet and contented. 
The police have only been called on once by their agent to interfere. Some of the 
Duck Lake band left their reserve last spring without permission, to attend the Sun 
Dance at Sturgeon Lake. A small party was sent to intercept and turn them back, 
which they did without trouble. 

Little or no crime has been committed by the Indians, and it is probably true 
that they live more peaceably together than the same number of whites. 

I would call your attention to my last year’s report on the Sioux Indians living 
near this town. I again strongly recommend that they be placed on a reserve, where 
they would be subject to beneficial influences and gain a permanent home for them- 
selves. The early advent of the railroad makes it desirable that they should be 
removed from the vicinity of the town. 


FRENCH HALF-BREEDS. 


The French Half-breeds are in a much better condition than last year. 

Owing to the exceptionally low water in the Saskatchewan River, steamboats 
could not come up with freight, and consequently all the imports for this district 
and country lying far to the north had to be hauled overland from Qu’Appelle. 
They obtained a Jaige percentage of this freight. 


17 


During the coming winter plenty of work will be afforded in making and haul- 
ing ties for the railroad. I therefore do not anticipate any extended applications 
for relief. A few of the poorest families and some widows may require aid. 

Last winter not much assistance was afforded. Several applications were made, 
but work was usually offered and was seldom accepted. Wood was purchased from 
the needy. 

During the spring and summer a few were employed around the police barracks 
cutting wood, clearing the reserve and erecting a fence. 


CRIME. 


I have no serious crimes to report having been committed. The following sum- 
mary is taken from the list of cases disposed of during the year .— 


arcony ang Horse Stealing trcte. con. sesvecse sev ors veedesecessarcsce se 7 
Having glandered horses in pOSsessiON..........csersscoseecsssceesece 2 
Offelices against the Game LAWS crscsesesst +s scajaecsenssseseesssaesces il 
Setting out prairie fires......... Peep eye cataae see sates sheen sercate ean aatsier 1 
Resisting the police in the execution of their duty................ u 


You will notice that larceny is the most common offence. One case of horse 
stealing is recorded. The horse was stolen by a Cree Indian near Calgary, in 1888, 
and brought to Snake Plains. Information was subsequently given to us, and arrest 
and conviction followed. 

Several complaints were made to me from time to time that horses had been 
stolen, but in every case it turned out that the horses had only strayed. 

During the year six civilian prisoners have undergone terms of imprisonment 
in the guard room. 

The lamentable death of the Finlayson Bros., who perished some hundred miles 
north of Cumberland in January last, created much sympathy in this district, where 
they were well and favorably known. These unfortunate men were engaged in 
trading with the Indians in that country, which is inhabited only by a few strag- 
gling bands. They were found dead near a camp fire by one of the servants of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company some time after their death. Information reached here on 
14th March. Some of the most intimate acquaintances suspected foul play, and 
made affidavits, before a coroner, which were torwarded to the Honorable the Min- 
ister of Justice. All the facts of the case, which could be ascertained, were sub- 
mitted in a report made by me. The Honorable the Minister decided that no sus- 
picion of foul play was disclosed, and therefore an investigation was unnecessary. 


LIQUOR LAW. 


Another year’s experience has given me no cause to change my views on this 
question, as submitted in my last year’s report. 

The permit system, at present fails to regulate the use of intoxicating liquor 
amongst a certain class. Permits are nominally issued for domestic use only, but 
too often are obtained with the sole object of selling the liquor thus imported. It 
appears to me that, either the actual granting of the permits, or the recom- 
mending of them, should be vested in a board appointed for the purpose, in each 
district or large town, so that the members of the board would be acquainted with 
the applicants. In this way the present abuses of the system would be greatly 
modified, 

The following table, showing amount of liquor imported into the district, is 
taken from the lists of permits sent from headquarters : 


Galls 
Wine and spirituousliquors.a.ccerccscsnes cue caaees secsth rte s vc nes 896 
MaltiGguoris: fo cnscssscceonssserc spec cusvesess sbi sssespecaens-onetaee nae 190 
Four per cont. Deer i0r Salectcs-ws.ccestssnscusdosgesesraveeeacqanes 2,500 


Ninety per cent. of the spirituous liquors was imported by residents of the 
town. 
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PATROLS. 


The system of patrols, laid down for the district, have been regularly 
executed, except when other important duty has interfered. During last winter 
all the Indian reserves were visited at intervals. During the summer the detach- 
ment stationed at McKenzie’s Crossing, Batoche and Saskatoon patrolled weekly 
along the South Branch for a distance of 100 miles. 

These detachments, being stationed at the ferry crossing of the South Saskat- 
chewan, were able to examine all vehicles coming into the district from the south, 
for the purpose of preventing the importation of intoxicating liquor illegally. 


SPECIAL DUTY. 


The nature of the duty performed by the Mounted Police is so well known that 
it is unnecessary to deal with it in detail. 

This Division has been actively employed during the whole year. A large 
amount of travelling has been done by small parties and patrols. The total mileage 
travelled by the horses is 90,000 miles. 

Two long trips were made by the division—to Saskatoon and return in June, 
and to Regina and return in the fall months. The strength which marched to Saska- 
toon was as follows:—Officers, 2; N. C. O. and men, 55; horses, 60; waggons, 7. 

Three days were occupied in travelling the distance of 100 miles, and the same 
time in returning. While there a team of “F” Division, consisting of 10 men, fired 
a rifle match with a team of the same number from “C” Division, Battleford, for 
the possession of a trophy cup presented by the officers of the Hudson Bay Co., Sas- 
katchewan District. “F’”’ succeeded in winning the cup. 

On the 29th August, under your orders, the Division under my command of 
the following strength, marched for Regina vid Saskatoon : — 

2 Officers; 46 N. C. O. and men; 56 horses; 9 waggons. 

A detachment of 18 men, under command of Inspector Norman, were left at the 
Post. 

Saskatoon was reached on the 3rd September and “F” Division was there 
joined by “C” Division under the command of Inspector Chalmers. The strength 
was :— 

1 Officer; 44 men; 45 horses; 3 waggons. 

Both Divisions marched for Moose Jaw on the following day and reached there 
on the 9th, distance 165 miles. Two stretches of 40 miles were crossed without 
water; the first from Beaver Creek to the elbow of the South Saskatchewan, was 
passed by a night march without detriment to the horses; the last stretch into 
Moose Jaw was very fatiguing, camp being reached at one o’clock in the morning. 
After two days’ rest, to recoup the horses, the Command moved on to Regina. 
While there, “CO” and “F” Detachments were formed into a provisional Division, 
and shared all the regular post duties. 

On the 4th of October, they took part in the review before His Excellency the 
Governor-General, and on the previous day, had the honor of forming the escort for 
His Excellency on his arrival at Regina. 

On the 9th, both Divisions marched for Saskatoon by the railroad trail, on their 
way to respective head-quarters. 

The behavior of both Divisions while associated together under my command 
was excellent, and I cannot speak too highly of the good feeling and fellowship 
which existed between them. 

The distance travelled by each Division was 600 miles. 


ASSISTANCE TO THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


The usual escort, at the annual payment of the Indian Treaty Money was fur- 
nished; that, to the Carlton Agency, travelled upwards of 400 miles. 

Last February, an escort of 5 men was sent to take the Indian Treaty Commis- 
sioners, Col. Irvine and Mr. Goulet, to Montreal Lake, who were proceeding there 
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to admit certain bands of Indians in that district, into Treaty No. 4. There was 
neither hay nor oats to be had the entire distance of 160 miles, consequently, hay 
was pressed and a supply of it was forwarded half way. No difficulty was expe- 
rienced, and the horses returned in good condition. 

Col. Irvine informed me that he was much pleased with the escort, and that 
they had performed their trying duties to his entire satisfaction. 


PRAIRIE F1iRES. 


Owing to the dryness of the season, scarcely any rain having fallen in the 
months of June, July and August, prairie and forest fires raged in many parts of 
the district. In the timber lying north of the town, fires frequently occurred, and 
further to the north-west, about Sandy Lake, much of the country was burnt over. 
Fortunately, no fire spread much between the north and south branches of the Sas- 
katchewan, but to the south of the south branch and west from Fish Creek, the 
entire country was burnt over as far south as the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

The settlers around Saskatoon and Clarke’s Crossing lost a large quantity of 
hay estimated at 800 tons, worth at the present time $5 to $8 per ton. ‘The town of 
Saskatoon was in great danger, and was only saved by the strenuous exertions of 
every inhabitant, at the time, mostly women and children. 

Every effort was made by the police to prevent fires, and to discover the cause. 
Whenever a fire sprung up, a party was sent out to assist in checking it, and to dis- 
cover the origin, 

Early in the spring it was reported that the timber in the Sturgeon Lake Indian 
Reserve was burning. A party of 15 men was sent out, but before it reached there 
the fire had been put out by the Indians. Sufficient evidence was obtained to, cause 
the arrest and conviction of the offender. 

Several times in May and June fires sprung up in the timber across the river. 
Assistance was given by me to the Crown timber agent to subdue the flames, and an 
investigation was made. There are a large number of Sioux Indians living in the 
wood and in a dry season it is apparent that the slightest carelessness would cause a 
fire. In one case, the fire was traced toasmudge, Last winter I visited all the reserves 
lying north of the river and spoke to the chiefs personally, asking them to aid us in 
preventing fires. All agreed to assist in putting out fires and to ascertain the cause. 

One fruitful source of fire is the inflammable material used by the Indians as 
wadding for their guns. 

During the latter part of July and in the month of August patrol parties were 
sent from this post in every direction, with the object of looking after fires, but over 
so vast an extent of country, with settlers scattered here and there, and parties 
constantly travelling by the numerous trails, it was not possible that our patrols 
could guarantee protection from fire. 

In portions of this district where the prairie is covered with a luxurious growth 
of wild flowers, rose bush and scrub, it is difficult to put outa fire once started—very 
different to the short grasses covering the plains to the south and the west. 

Last summer a fire close to the barracks was put out four times, but every heavy 
breeze would fan the smouldering coal at the roots of some bush, and the flames 
would burst forth. 

All non-commisioved officers in charge of detachments have been appointed 
fire guardians under the North-West Ordinance. 


GLANDERED HORSES. 


During the early past of the year several cases of glandered horses were found 
in the district. Determined efforts were made to stamp out the disease, and Vete- 
rinary Staff Sergeant Sweetapple, V.S., examined a large number of the horses in 
the district. Eighteen horses were destroyed, and their carcasses properly disposed of 
according to the ordinance. The owners were found willing to destroy the animals 
as soon as they were convinced of the nature of the dicease. 
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I believe that the disease has been nearly got rid of. A few cases more may be 
found, but the same careful inspection in the future, will eventually stamp it out 
entirely. 

INSTRUCTION AND TRAINING OF THE DIVISION. 


A course of lectures lasting through the winter monts was given to the divi- 
sion on the subject of police duties. Notes were taken by the men, and at the end of 
the course fair cepies were made and carrfully inspected and corrected. 

Lectures were given also by Veterinary Staff Sergt. Sweetapple on the care and 
treatment of the horse. Concise notes were dictated, giving simple remedies and 
the proper treatment of slight accidents, which were copied by every man of the 
division. 

During the months of January, February and March lectures were given by the 
commanding officer daily to a class of officers, non-commissioned and men on the 
following subjects. Discipline and interior economy; drill; musketry and minor 
tactics. 

Written examinations were held at the end of the course with highly satisfactory 
results. Some of the papers were very superior, and the average of them excellent. 

‘Ag soon as the weather permitted, spring drill was commenced. The new phy- 
sical training as laid down in 1889 Infantry Regulations was adopted, instead of the 
extension motions, All recruits were put through a course of riding. On the com- 
pletion of the spring drill, musketry was commenced, and the entire course of target 
practice with Winchester and revolver gone through. Men on detachment were 
brought in, and all the men of the division, except four, completed the course. 

The returns of this practice have been forwarded to you. I consider that a 
marked increase in the shooting of the division is apparent in all practices, due 
much to the decided interest shown by all. 

During the year several team matches were fired with other divisions and with 
Rifle Associations. “EF” Division team won every match. 

Sergt. Gordon won the highest aggregate prize at the annual meeting of the 
Assiniboine Rifle Association, and at the Saskatchewan Provincial Rifle Association 
meeting Constable Carmichael won the trophy cup fired for by the ten highest 
aggregates. 

No encouragement is given officially to induce an active interest in shooting. I 
would most strongly recommend that badges and cash prizes be awarded yearly to 
the best shot in each division. 

T know that such badges would be highly prized, and would certainly increase the 
interest in the annual practice. 

I believe that during the coming year the North-West Mounted Police will be 
made eligible for competition at the Dominion Rifle Association meeting. Our force 
should take advantage of this, and be represented in the meeting of 1890 by a strong 
team. To gain a place on that team would nerve every shot in the whole force. 
The musketry instruction of an armed corps is the first essential in its proper train- 
ing, and consequently nothing should be neglected which would lead to that end. 

On completion of the target practice, the division was instructed in dismounted 
and mounted drill, according to Mounted Infantry Regulations, and obtained a fair 
knowledge of the work. 


CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE. 

The general tone of the division is excellent, and the men of a superior class, 
but in a large force it must necessarily happen that a few men of bad character gain 
entrance. One man was summarily dismissed on account of conviction before the 
civil court on a charge of larceny. The heaviest punishment inflicted during the 
year was one month’s imprisonnement with hard labor in one case only. 

DESERTIONS. 


No desertions have occurred from the division. 
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HEALTH. 


The general health has been good. Twenty-two patients have been admitted to 
hospital, but only two have been dangerously ill. 


Average daily sick report.........sesseesseseeeseeneceeeseneereeeens 4.37 
do number Off duty.........cscccseeesceeeceerseeserensaeaeores 14 


The increase in the average off duty was caused by the protracted illness in 
five cases. 

The physique of the division is excellent. 

In connection with this subject, I would point out that there is no proper hospital 
building at this post. A barrack room is temporarily fitted up, but for obvious 
reasons is not satisfactory. I hope that a small hospital capable of holding six 


patients may be erected during the coming year. 
RATIONS. 


Our supplies are of excellent quality, and according to contract. I would again 
refer to the want of good cooks properly trained, who would secure the full benefit 
of the rations to the men. There is a large waste in the kitchen, which would be 
prevented to the advantage of the division mess. 


KITS AND CLOTHING. 


The kits of the men are complete, and the quality generally good. The fur 
coats of sheepskins, dyed black, are very warm and comfortable, but are very heavy, 
either for riding or marching. They have not been long enough in use to judge of 
their durability. 

I am of the opinion that some changes should be made in the uniform, and that 
a suitable prairie suit should be adopted. Serviceability and comfort should first be 
considered, and as a consequence fitness in appearance would result. Our present 
uniform is only suitable for men in barracks. 


INCREASED RATE OF PAY. 


I desire to point out to you a feeling, which I have in common with many 
other officers, on the subject of the pay and promotion of the commissioned ranks. 

The force has now been in existence upwards of sixteen years, and has still on 
its strength a number of officers who joined in its early days; and therefore the 
subject of advancement is one demanding attention. The gradesin the force are few, 
being practically limited, in the combatant rank, to Inspector and Superintendent, 
as promotion beyond the latter grade is only possible. 

Virtually the only advancement is from an Inspectorship to a Superintendency. 
In future years the slowness of promotion to that grade will be felt. There are 
now a number of Inspectors, of seven to eight years’ service, and many of five and 
six years’ service. To the larger number, promotion appears almost hopeless. Once 
a Superintendent, it is at an end, and under the present regulations, the pay is fixed 
for all the years of service, no matter how long. 

Stagnant and hopeless promotion is not for the welfare of any force, and there- 
fore the desirability of a change in the present regulations cannot be contested. An 
officer having joined the force has taken a calling, which he cannot well relinquish, 
and all his hopes of advancement are centered on it, in the way of promotion and 
increase of pay. It is his ambition to succeed in his profession, but ambition with- 
out hope cannot exist, and therefore the stimulant of reasonable promotion to cer- 
tain grades, according to length of service, must be provided. This principle is 
recognized in the Imperial service and in the permanent corps of the Canadian 
militia. In the latter a lieutentant usually obtains a captaincy in five years, and a 
brevet majority follows in time. I am notsure whether these ranks add increased pay, 
but they certainly assume a more important position, as the ranks of captain and 
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major by long and glorious association convey with them a marked distinction. If the 
force is compared with the Royal Llrish Constabulary, to which we are perhaps now 
similar, it will be found that the position of the officers in the latter is much _ better 
than ours. 

The principle of increase of pay according to length of service is recognized, 
and the number of grades double the number in this force. In the Civil Service 
Act of Canada the principle is laid down by statute. A clerk has an annual increase 
of $50, until he attains the maximum of his class. We pay the same superannuation 
fee, but owing to no increase of pay it bears immeasurably harder on us than on the 
Civil Servants, who have their annual increase and final retirement on the precen- 
tage based on the increased salary. 

I know that my views will meet with your approval in this matter, and I trust 
the attention of the Government may be directed to the subject. 


DISCHARGES. 


A number of men purchased their discharge during the year, but were com- 
pelled to wait long periods for the privilege. 

A quicker and surer way is necessary, and as recruits for the force are easily 
obtained, no strong objection can be urged. 


ARMS, 


I would again recommend that the Winchester carbines be thoroughly over- 
hauled and re-sighted; a new pattern sight should be adopted, and properly adjusted 
for each carbine. 


ARTILLERY. 


The old 7-pr. M. L. R. bronze gun at this post has been declared unserviceable 
and taken into store. 


BARRACKS. 


The barracks are in complete repair. The only improvement effected during 
the summer past was the erection of a new fence. A recreation room, hospital and 
magazine are required. The magazine is a necessity. A large quantity of fixed 
ammunition is kept in the quartermaster’s store, which, in case of fire, would be very 
dangerous. 

Barrack furniture has not yet been provided. 


STABLING. 
The stabling is excellent. 
HORSES. 


During the year five horses were transferred from the division, four cast and 
sold, and twenty-three transferred to the division, 

The effects of the epidemic of last year were noticeable. Those horses which were 
attacked by the epizootic never fully recovered their strength, and were especially 
subject to any change in the weather or extra fatigue. 

The team horses of this division are very good and sufficient for the work of the 
district. ‘The saddle horses are chiefly young, and the long trips of the past summer 
bore heavily on some of the lighter ones. 


FORAGE. 


The forage received during the year was very good, and the cost very reasona- 
ble. A large quantity of oats were received from the Interior Department, which 
had been returned in place of seed grain issued to the settlers. 
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SADDLERY, 


The saddlery is in good order and thoroughly serviceable. A partial supply of 
superior numnahs were received ; thirty more are required. 


TRANSPORT. 


Both the winter and summer transport is sufficient and serviceable. A small 
amount was received during the year. Little or none will be required for another 
year. 

GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


The general equipment of the division is good, A number of small articles 
will be required, which are shown in the estimates forwarded with this report. 


SAVINGS BANK. 


The sum of $2,656 was deposited in the Government Savings Bank by members 
of the division during the year. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


I would refer you to my last year’s report for the requirements of the post on 
this matter. 
DISTRIBUTION. 


The following was the average distribution of the division in the district during 
the year :— 


Name of Post. Officers, | N. C. O.’s. | Constables. Total. a otal 

orses. 
1Disbeve Nie case Aawe aaaeome eolacoen tu dco 3 atl 46 60 64 
APA GTN error he aPha regec tsar ene hese ree reeset are moet,» 1 5 6 6 
hoc ee G01 ea ee eatin ois hraciod bol oncemein air 1 5) 4 4 
Wiel Rava} One T\eraguoosaunenn bons conc sallaum@o 7507 1 1 2 2 
Wack’ ss rossi get cee eerie oo clare seer) see ste at 1 2 2 
i Word Nee ey SnRAEeS Kya OetG oS. Arer 3 15 56 74 78 


You will find attached to the report the usual list of criminal cases disposed of 
during the year. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. BOWEN PERRY, 
Superintendent, Commanding “ F” Division. 


The Commissioner, 
N. W. M. Police, 
Regina. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT GRIESBACH, COMMANDING 
“G” DIVISION. 


Fort SASKATCHEWAN, lst December, 1889. 


Srr,—I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ended 30th 
November, 1889. 


GENERAL STATE OF THE DISTRICT. 


The general state of the district under my command is satisfactory. No 
crimes of serious nature were committed. 

That there are frequent breaches of the liquor laws is without question, but 
under the present system this is an evil hard to deal with. 

Owing to drought, from which there is a partial failure of the crops this year, 
the district is not quite in such a prosperous condition as is usually the case, but 
last year’s crops being above the average, this will not be seriously felt. 

To supply the deficiency, a larger cheque than usual was drawn on the never- 
failing “River Bank,” with what success the following approximate statement and 
statistics will show. 

Within a radius of four miles above and the same distance below this post, thirty- 
five to forty men found employment from about the middle of April to October this 
year washing for gold on the gravel bars, and from the banks of our river (the 
North Saskatchewan), and from a reliable source it is ascertained that between six 
and seven thousand dollars was taken out during that period, and within the radius 
mentioned. 

A low estimate of the total quantity of gold washed out of the North Saskat- 
chewan, say from 70 miles above and 50 miles below this post, is placed at $20,000 
for the season. 

Thus many of our settlers earned enough to purchase their winter supplies, who 
otherwise might have had difficulty in doing so. 

Quite a quantity of platinum is found with the gold, but owing to the miners 
not understanding its use and value, they throw it back into the river. Small rubies 
are also found in large quantities, and treated in like manner. 

Settlers are waiting patiently for the railroad which now, there is reason to hope, 
will not be long in finding its way here. It is a matter of great surprise to all dele- 
gates and visitors that sucha country, with so many natural resources and advantages, 
should have been so long overlooked. 

When a railway once pierces this northern district there is reason to believe 
that towns will rise up second to none in the west. 

There have been no prairie fires running in my district since last spring, although 
everything was dry and parched, and high winds often prevailed. 

Owing to the heavy fall of snow which occurred on the 19th, all danger from 
this source is over for the season. 


CRIME. 


There were no crimes of a serious nature committed in my district during the 
past year. One man named Smith was fined $200 in the early pait of the year 
for selling intoxicants, and two others $50 each. An Indian was sentenced to six 
month’s imprisonment with hard labor for horse stealing ; a Half-breed was fined at 
Victoria for killing moose out of season, and there was one conviction for setting fire 
to the prairie. 
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Other parties were proceeded against for the latter offence, but it is very difficult 
to bring the guilt home to those responsible ; hence the few convictions obtained. 

There were several other minor offiences, as will be seen by the accompanying 
sriminal return, but none calling for special remark. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 
The following are the outposts from my division :— 
Edmonton.—18 miles west from Headquarters. 


One officer, two non-commissioned officers and ten to fifteen men, varying 
according to my strength, are stationed at Edmonton. 

This detachment patrols south beyond Black Mud Creek, north-west to Stoney 
Plains, Lac St. Anne, St. Albert, Riviére qui Barre, &c. 


Victoria.—60 miles north-east from Headquarters. 


One non-commissioned officer and constable have been stationed up to last 
month at this post, when, by your order, they were withdrawn for the winter. 

They patrolled north-east as far as Saddle Lake, 30 miles, to “ Bear’s Hars” 
Reserve at ‘‘ Wah-set-en-ow,” 18 miles, and south-east to Egg Lake, 8 miles distant. 


Peace Hills.—60 miles south-west from Headquarters. 


One non-commissioned officer and one constable were stationed here till the 
middle of September, when they were withdrawn for the winter by your orders, 

This detachment has been replaced by a flying patrol, who keep continually 
travelling, as the weather permits, between E imonton and Wolfe Creek, where they 
are met by the Red Deer patrol. 


Red Deer.—100 miles south from Headquarters. 


One non-commissioned officer and five constables are stationed at this place, who 
escort the mail going north and south, patrol the Little Red Deer settlement, 25 miles 
west, Buffalo Lake, 35 miles east, Blindman’s Settlement, 8 miles north, and Stoney 
Reserve, Wolfe Creek, 40 miles north. 


St. Albert.—18 miles north-west from Headquarters. 


One non-commissioned officer and two constables are stationed at St. Albert, who 
patrol the settlement there, which extends for several miles, also the Stoney Plain, 
Riviére qui Barre, and other reserves in their district. 

This detachment has done good work. 

As will be seen by the accompanying map, this district has been thoroughly 
patrolled, and from the reports of parties in charge, is in a most orderly and satis- 
factory state. 

A special patrol was sent to Beaver Lake, and from there across to Battle River 
to the “Selway ” settlement, returning by the Bear's Hills Reserve and Calgary trail. 
All settlers were interviewed, and no complaints of any kind were made. The roads 
were good, but water scarce, all ee and many creeks being dried up. 

A special patrol was also sent to Lac la Biche to look generally into the state 
of that portion of the district, and more particularly to enquire into certain rumors 
which were afloat charging that intoxicants were being manufactured, and that 
much gambling was going on there. 

After a thorough investigation, the patrol party remaining some time at the 
place, it was found that the rumors were uufounded as regards the intoxicants, but 
no doubt there is a good deal of Indian gambling, which cannot be hindered. 

This patrol, on the return trip, picked up an insane man named Coyle, found 
wandering about looking for Lord Lonsdale. He was brought in to headquarters, 
and is still here, a hopeless case, I fear. 
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Wood and water were plentiful on the more northern line of this patrol. 

Patrols from Lac St. Anne and the north-western portion of the district report 
bush fires still burning, and large quantities of valuable timber destroyed. Nothing 
but deep snow can stop this devastation. Wood along these routes is plentiful, but 
water is only found in the larger lakes and creeks. 

Patrols to Buffalo Lake, Quill Lakes, Lone Pine, Little Red Deer, Wolf Creek, 
and Blind Man were made from the the Red Deer detachment, and, with the excep- 
tion of a case of house breaking at Little Red Deer, which is being investigated, no 
complaints of any moment were hard. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the whole district is quiet and orderly. 


ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT 


The annuity money was escorted from Calgary and distributed to the Indian 
agents at Battle River, Stony Plain, and Saddle Lake reserves. 

Escorts were furnished to agents Deballinhard, Lucas and Mitchell during the 
payments, which all passed off quietly and orderly. Nothing occurred calling for 
special comment. 


DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT. 


The discipline and conduct of the division has been fair. 
Number of entries in the defaulters’ book, 55. 

Total amount of fines imposed, $242.20. 

Four men were punished by imprisonment, 


DRILL AND TARGET PRACTICE. 


The annual drill and target practice was carried on, and all members of my 
command went through the usual course, with a few exceptions. 

The reasons of these exceptions are attributable to sickness, inability to ride, 
&c., and are set forth opposite their names, in the “ Remarks” column of the returns. 

The carbine practice was better than last year, showing an average of 56°40 
per cent. 

Two of my men, Sergt. Davidson and Staff Sergt. Joyce, made 307 and 303, 
respectively, out of the possible 360. 

Owing to my being somewhat weak in strength, and the amount of patrol, 
outpost, and other special duties required to be done, my division has not received 
as much drill as would have otherwise been the case, and as I would have liked. 


PHYSIQUE, 


The general physique of the division is as will be seen by the figures below 
good, the average height being 5 feet 8 inches, and chest measurement, 37% in. 


RECRUITS. 


There were no recruits taken on in my division during the year. 
Seven men re-engaged. 


HEALTH. 


During the early part of the year the health of the division was not very satis- 
factory, there being several serious cases of quinsy, the cause for which was, no 
doubt, owing to the very changeable weather. However, that all passed during the 
summer, and I have now an empty hospital, and a clean bill of health all round. 

An accidental shooting case was successfully treated by Dr. Tofield, and the 
patient was perfectly cured within one month of the accident. 


RATIONS. 


The rations issued to the men are of the best quality, but owing to the failure of 
the potato crop and the extraordinary high price, potatoes are only issued on 
alternate days, beans being issued in their place. 
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ARMS AND ARTILLERY, 


There is no artillery connected with my division. 

With regard to the small arms, the result of a special inspection of carbines 
showed that a great many are honeycombed and otherwise used up, and in my opinion 
should be replaced by a stronger and more servicable arm (a true carbine), with 
less mechanism about it, and which would be handier to carry on horseback. 

The revolvers are all in good order, and are a good hard-shooting weapon. 


DESERTIONS. 


I have no desertions to report. 
SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS. 


Number of depositors for the year, 229; amount deposited, $3,880.28, Average 
number of depositors per month, 19 ; average amount deposited per month, $323.35. 


INSPECTION OF THE DIVISION. 


The division and its outposts were inspected by the Assistant Commissioner on 
the 12th, 13th and 14th of August last, and by Inspecting Superintendent Cotton on 
28th November. 


HORSES. 


The horses of the division are generally in good and serviceable condition, but 
owing to the loss of twelve by the fire which occurred at Edmonton on the 4th 
September last, and also the probable necessity to replace some horses which are 
liable to be cast in the spring, about twenty re-mounts will be required to complete. 

The re-mounts supplied last spring are of afairly good stamp ; but, owing either 
to some defect in breeding, or it may be from the treatment necessary to break 
them, five are unsound in the legs—either in the hocks, or in the fetlock 
joints. 

Amongst the re-mounts should be three good chunky teams, 

The division lost fourteen horses by death during the year—twelve were 
burnt by the fire which occurred at Edmonton, one died from inflamation of the 

brain, one died from inflamation of the bowels. 

The distance covered by the horses of my division during the year was 184,369 
miles, per return herewith. (Not printed.) 


HARNESS AND SADDLERY. 


The harness of the division is in good order, but much worn, and three sets of 
heavy harness are required to replace some that will have to be condemned. 

The saddlery is in fair condition, and will last another year with repairs; but, as 
I stated last year, a saddle that will admit of the men carrying more weight, so as 
to be more independent of transport, is much required. 


TRANSPORT. 


The transport of the Division is in good order, but a new light spring waggon 
for patrol work is required to complete. 


FORAGE, 


The oats supplied by contractors are of the best quality, and are grown in the 
district. 

The hay, considering the dry season, is very good. In addition to the new hay, 
Ihave still some of last year’s, which 1 am now using, and which, owing to good 
stacking and salting at the time of putting up, isin excellent condition. 
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STABLES, 


The stables at Fort Saskatchewan require to be re-built on fresh ground. 

This is a necessity, and should be done next year; otherwise, the health of the 
horses will suffer, the bottom logs and foundation being rotten. 

The new stable rented at Edmonton is in good condition. hut will, I think, be 
cold. 

At both Red Deer and St. Albert the stabling is good. 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


The general equipment of the division is in good and serviceable condition, and 
at the present strength, is equal to the requirements; but should my division be 
raised to its full compliment of men and horses it would then be hardly adequate. 


BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE. 


At Fort Saskatchewan, a new barrack room 60 ft. by 20 ft. has been built, and is now 
occupied. It is well built and will, I think, be both healthy and comfortable. 

The following is a statement of building, improvments and repairs effected 
during the year 1889 :—See Supt. Cotton’s report, Appendix B. 

At Edmonton new quarters have been rented from Mr. Macleod, which will be 
warm and comfortable. 

At Red Deer and St. Albert the quarters are good. 

The result of the work done will be to give more room, better ventilation, better 
light and better accommodation in every way, and will add materially to the health 
and comfort of the men. 

Barrack furniture is made and supplied within the division. Iron cots would be 
a great improvement to the rooms, and I trust they will shortly be supplied. 


FUEL. 


Wood is burnt at Fort Saskatchewan, and costs from $1.49 to $1.60 per cord. 
This includes the dues, 25 cents per cord. 

From the fires which have run the past few years, large quantities of cotton 
wood and poplar have been converted into dry wood, but contractors have to haul it 
from six to eight miles. 

Coal is used at Edmonton for all purposes, except cooking, for which a small 
contract is let. 

The coal costs $2.70 per ton delivered. 

I have also piled at Fort Saskatchewan some 120 cords of wood which will be 
suitable for firewood next winter. 

This was cut by distressed Half-breeds last winter, in return for relief rations. 


TELEPHONES. 


One telephone is in use in my division, between the telegraph office, Edmonton, 
and the police barracks. 


TELEGRAPH LINES. 


There is only one telegraph line in my district, from Edmonton vié@ Fort Sas- 
katchewan and Victoria to Qu’Appelle. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


There is no fire engine in connection with my post. All buildings have roof 
ladders, and are supplied with water pails, hand grenades and fire axes, besides which 
there are twelve household fire-extinguishers and one Babcock, distributed so as to be 
as effective as possible. 

The men have been frequently instructed in fire drill exercise, and each detailed 
to his particular duty in case of fire. 
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WATER SUPPLY. 


The water used at Fort Saskatchewan and Edmonton is good, and is taken from 
the Saskatchewan River, for the most part. There are wells at both posts, but the 
water being hard, is not so good as the river water for general purposes. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES, 


The roads in all parts of the district have been, for the past year, of the best, 
and the bridging of streams much in advance of last year. 

The bridges on the Calgary trail are all in first class-order, with the exception 
of the one over Wolfe Creek, which requires renewing. 

Year after year shows great improvements in the Athabaska trail, and at present 
two new and substantial bridges are being built over the Vermillion and Stur- 
geon rivers respectively, which, in view of the ever increasing traffic with the north, 
will be a great convenience to freighters and others. 

The trail leading north by Victoria to Lac la Biche (160 miles) is singularly 
devoid of bridges, and, what there are, are mostly dangerous and useless, although 
there are more streams on this route than in any other part of the district. 

The bridge on White Mud Creek, between Victoria and Saddle Lake, built by the 
Indian Department, was carried away by ice some two or three years ago, and has 
never been replaced. This is a very dangerous stream in high water. 

Most other generally-used trails in the district being now fairly well bridged, 
this I think is the next that should have the attention of those concerned. 


FERRIES. 


There are three chartered ferries in this district—one at Fort Saskatchewan, one 
at Edmonton and one at Red Deer—all of which are in good working order. As recom- 
mended last year, a ferry at Victoria would be a great convenience, both to the 
general public and the police, as the road trom here to Victoria on the south side of 
the river, besides being better than the one on the north, having only three creeks 
to cross, one of which is well bridged, is considerably shorter. Freighters from 
Calgary could then proceed directly to Saddle Lake and the Lac la Biche district 
via Victoria, shortening the route considerably. 


LIQUOR LAWS. 


The present liquor laws are both easy to evade and hard to enforce. That the 
system must be altered is the general opinion, both of the publie and the enforcers 
of the law. 

Whether a high license, or what other regulations should be made, is not in my 
province to discuss; but, should the present system be continued, I am of opinion, 
and have to recommend, that parties applying for permits should be more 
particularly verified, as there is no doubt that many permits are granted in the 
names of people who have never applied for them, and whose names are used with- 
out their knowledge by parties who thus obtain liquor which is used for traffic. 
Another reason is that there are always those to be found who are ready at any time 
to lend their names to saloon keepers, who will use them in the same manner and 
for the same purpose. 


SETTLERS. 


Quite a number of new settlers have come in during the year, and it is expected 
that next year there will be a decided influx of immigration. 

The district has been visited by delegates, practical farmers, from both Hastern 
Canada and Dakota, who all expressed wonder and surprise at the vast natural 
resources and advantages of this northern belt—the richness of the soil, the 
unbounded wealth of coal, timber, rails, hay and other facilities for farming. 
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Though drought visited the district this year, the first time in many years, 
thanks to the abundant harvest of last year the effect has not been seriously felt, as 
has been the case in Dakota, where numbers have been ruined, and many of whom, 
we are informed by the delegates from that territory, will come north and make a 
fresh start in our district in the coming year. 

‘An Icelandic settlement has been commenced at Little Red Deer, which, from 
all reports, is in a fairly flourishing condition, and likely to increase rapidly, those 
already there being well satisfied with their prospects. . 

Railway communication of course, is required to properly settle the district, 
and when that arrives—and there is reason to hope the time is not far distant—a long 
and steady stream of immigration may be expected to flow in. 


RANCHING PROSPECTS, 


The ranching prospects of the country are excellent for cattle, sheep and horses. 
The pastures are of the finest in the N orth-West. Hay and water is abundant. 
Horses can range most of the winter, there being everywhere good shelter in the 
bluffs of cottonwood and thick willows. 


GAME. 


The game in this district consists of moose, elk and jumping deer, bear, beaver, 
otter, lynx, foxes, wolves, wolverines, coyotes, mink, rabbits, rats, &c., cranes, prairie 
chicken, partridge, geese, waveys and ducks. There is also whitefish, sturgeon, 
jackfish, &c., to be found in the lakes and streams. 

Big game, which is not so plentiful, will no doubt in a short time become very 
scarce. 

This, though applying to all kinds of deer and fur-bearing animals, and arising 
from the same cause, refers particularly to the beaver. 

This animal, one of the most prolific of its kind, the fur most valuable, and the 
meat the best of food, is fast becoming exterminated by the heedless and wanton 
destruction of both old and young in the breeding season. 

Not only is the killing of the old in the breeding season one of the worst features 
of the case, but also the killing of the young at any time, without regard to age or 
size, and I would suggest that it be made an indictable offence to kill beaver under 
an age to be stipulated, or what is called “kitten beaver.” 

I cannot express myself too strongly on this subject, bearing as it does on that 
already sufficiently intricate question, the future welfare of the Half-breed and Indian. 
If something is not done, and done quickly too, to prevent the wholesale distruction 
of game, a few years must see the end, and the Half-breed and Indian of the north 
must lose a source of income and food which has hitherto been his greatest standby, 
and of the thick bush Indian, his very existence. 

Inspector Piercy who lately visited the north and lake part of my district, the 
home of the whitefish, reports on the fish question as follows :— 

“ Rish_—This is a matter that should be brought to the notice of the Government at 
once. From what I can learn the fish are becoming less every year, and at the pre- 
sent rate it will be a matter of only a very few years until the whitefish will bea 
thing of the past. 

“The practice amongst the Indians has been to learn the spawning season, which 
they do to the very day, when the fish come into shallow water and are there caught. 

“They know nothing about deep-water fishing, but this could very easily be 
remedied by sending fishery instructors to the different reserves.” 

Partridge and prairie chickens are fairly plentiful, and duck would be unlimited 
in number were it not for the manner in which roving bands of Indians get into their 
homes, destroy their eggs and beat down the young before they are able to fly, with 
the aid of dogs and sticks, to say nothing of their killing in the same manner the old 
in the moulting season. 
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Rabbits are more plentiful this season than last, and will now increase from year 
to year, until they become almost a pest. They then, in like manner decrease, until 
they almost disappear. 

In regard to the destruction of deer and fur-bearing animals, I beg to suggest 
that stringent measures be taken for their protection during the close season. 

Responsible game guardians should be appointed, and Indian agents instructed 
to advise and counsel the Indians against these practices, and every endeavor 
made to prevent what will eventually become a great calamity. 

In regard to the destruction of whitefish, Inspector Piercy, in his report, suggests 
a remedy. 

As to the gathering of ducks’ eggs, and the slaughtering of young ducks, I 
would suggest that no Indians be granted passes to leave their reserves, except on 
special and stated business, during the breeding season, as laid down in the 
ordinance. 


INDIANS. 


The Indians on the different reserves are, and have been during the past year, 
orderly and contented. Very little crime has been committed by them, and few 
complaints made. 

In June last two head of cattle were killed by the Indians on the Stoney Plain 
Reserve. The guilty parties were arrested and brought before Indian Agent 
Deballinhard, who took the evidence, and the matter remained in the hands of the 
Indian Department for disposal. 

It is no use disguising the fact that their crops have for the most part failed, 
and that they will be hard up the coming winter. 

Their general health, so far as I can ascertain, has been better than in the 
previous year. 

PRAIRIE FIRES. 


This is a most serious subject, affecting as it does all classes of the community. 
From the destructive power of the prairie fire, the difficulty in preventing and con- 
trolling 1tis a matter surrounded by danger and difficulties. 

Of late years they have become more powerful, and of greater extent. This 
can be accounted for in my district, no doubt, from the great number of sloughs, 
creeks, lakes and swamps, which used to be full of water, being now dry. These 
used to act as a great protection, and were a great aid in “heading off” fires, but 
which now, being full of long dry grass in place of water, have the opposite effect. 

Apart from the damage and loss to settlers, the country at large sutters in its 
vital parts. Large groves of poplar and cottonwood, valuable as building timber 
and fence rails, are converted into dry wood, which, falling with the high winds 
decays and rots, 

In the heavy pine and tamarac districts great damage has been done, and vast 
quantities of valuable timber burnt. The difficulty in these districts is from the fire 
eating deep down through moss and decayed matter into the ground, and so is never 
properly extinguished until visited by continuous rains or deep snow. 

These fires also do much damage to hay grounds when they run in the fall. 
At that time of the year, the ground being very dry, the roots are injured and 
destroyed by the action of the fire. 

Travelling is rendered difficult for want of feed. I have seen the Calgary trail 
so burnt that it was hard to find a camp for a small outfit. 

It behooves, therefore, all classes to use the greatest precautions on all occasions 
to prevent what once started is difficult to arrest, and the end of which cannot be 
foreseen. 

From the beginning of March to the middle of May, more particularly during 
March, almost the entire district was burnt; fires raged in all directions—north, 
south, east and west. In most cases they were scen in the distance for days before 
they came anywhere near, and it is impossible to state where they commenced or 
how they originated. 
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The members of “G” Divison did good service in the vicinities of Fort Sas- 
katchewan, Edmonton and St. Albert, and 1 may state that during the month of 
March many of the settlers owe the saving of their barns, fencing, stables, and in 
some cases their houses, to the exertions of the police. At that time teams were 
kept harnessed and ready to'be hitched at a moment’s notice, and wet bags were kept 
in waggons ready for immediate use. Mounted parties were also sent to the more 
distant fires. 

Notwithstanding all these precautions however, much property was lost and 
several buildings destroyed, including a grist mill, Indian houses on the Stony Plain 
Reserve, also hay, fencing, &c., the property of people living at too great a distance 
for the police to be of service. 

The men stationed at headquarters were out on many occasions. 

The detachment at Edmonton were out five times, on one of which occasions the 
town of Edmonton was threatened. 

The St. Albert detachment were out four times, and did good service. 

During the time mentioned high winds prevailed, and everything being in such a 
dry state, not the least resistance was offered to the flames. Fires which were 
thought to be extinguished would break out again, and this can only be accounted 
for by the fact of their eating into the ground and starting up again at the first high 
wind. 


Causes. 


There is no doubt that prairie fires are sometimes commenced by farmers, 
ignorant or careless of the danger of putting out fire to clean out their fields, and 
also to burn out the old bottom from their hay grounds, as also by freighters leaving 
their fires along the trail not thoroughly extinguished. 

These cases are extremely difficult to bring home to the guilty parties, and 
account for the few convictions made. 

Another cause, and I think a very frequent one, is from the manner in which 
Indians out hunting load their guns, using old rags and other inflammable material 
for wadding. This kind of wadding becomes ignited from the powder, and being 
left smouldering, no doubt in many cases accounts for fires breaking out in out-of-the- 
way places. 

There are many other caases, but I think these are the chief. 

To this subject I have given most particular attention. All patrol parties and 
detachments have strict and special instructions with regard to it. 

I caused copies of the ordinance bearing on prairie fires to be distributed, and 
everything possible was done to combat this dangerous element. 


RELIEF TO HALF-BREEDS. 


ri Fewer Half-breeds applied for and received relief last winter than the winter 
efore. 

The system of exacting work for relief rations works well, and I cannot suggest 
any better. The accounts forwarded to you will bear me out. 

Demands for relief are already coming in. The failure of the crops, more par 
ticularly the potato crop, will be severely felt by this class of the community, and 
sie a is no doubt that help will again have to be extended to them in some shape or 
another. 

Forwarded with this report are the following returns, &c, viz. :— 

Return of cases disposed of during the year. 

Mileage return—(not printed). 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. H. GRIESBACH, 
Superintendent Commanding “ G” Division. 
The Commissioner N. W. M. Police, 
Regina, Assa, 
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AoE aN Dee: 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT JARVIS, COMMANDING 
‘“B DIVISION: 


Reaina, 30th November, 1889. 


Sir,-—I have the honour to forward the following report of the work done by 
the division under my command for the year ending to-day. 

The headquarters of the division remained at Regina during the winter, and 
there were seven detachments distributed over the Wood Mountain and Moose 
Mountain districts, as detailed in my last annual report. The party sent to Mani- 
toba last fall remained there during the winter. 

Having received your orders to recommence the summer patrols, the head- 
quarters of the division marched from Regina on 29th April, arriving at Wood 
Mountain on 4th May. Inspector McGibbon withdrew his detachments from Mani- 
toba and marched them to Wood End, where they arrived on 2nd May. 


GENERAL STATE OF DISTRICT, AND CRIME. 


The few settlers scattered over this part of the North-West Territories are 
peaceable and law-abiding citizens. There has been no crime in the district. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 


The whole district was thoroughly patrolled from 4th May to 9th November, 
but with difficulty during the last two months, owing to the scarcity of water and 
feed. Outposts were established at Willow Bunch, at Wood End, Alameda and 
Cannington. During the fall a detachment was also stationed at Pinto Horse Butte, 
50 miles west of Wood Mountain post. ‘There is a good supply of wood and water 
at Pinto Horse Butte, and I propose to build a hut and a stable there next year. 


ASSISTANCE TO THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


Weekly visits were paid to the Indian reserves on Moose Mountain by the men 
stationed at Cannington. There are no other treaty Indians in this district. 


ASSISTANCE TO THE CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT. 


Duty has been collected along the frontier for the Customs Department. 

The detachments stationed in Manitoba last fall and winter for the prevention 
of smuggling along the southern boundary of the Province were withdrawn at the 
end of April. It was soon found however, that their presence in Manitoba had 
become a necessity, and they were ordered back again in June. Early in July more 
men were sent east from Wood Mountain to patrol the country between Turtle 
Mountain, the Souris, and the Antler, with headquarters at Souristord. 

The Hon. Mackenzie Bowell, Minister of Customs, accompanied by Mr, Parmalee, 
Assistant Commissioner, and Capt. G. H. Young, Inspector of Ports, visited this 
district in September. Transport was furnished by this division from Deloraine, 
Man., to Kennedy’s post on Milk River, a distance of 600 miles, and the party was 
accompanied by an officer all the way. 

The international boundary line is now watched by this division in the interests 
of the Customs Department, from Rhineland, Man., to the White Mud River, a dis- 
tance of 520 miles. 
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DISCIPLINE AND CONDUCT. 


The discipline and conduct of the members of this division have been very good, 
the number of charges being small and invariably of a minor nature. The good 
conduct of these men is all the more commendable when it is considered they are 
distributed over a large area by twos and threes, that they are largely dependent on 
their own resources and sense of what is right, and that many of them are far removed 
from the immediate control of a superior officer. 


DRILL AND TARGET PRACTICE. 


Owing to the small number of men together at any one time in this district, 
there was but little opportunity for drill. A subdivision having been ordered to 
Regina at the time of the Governor General’s visit, they were got together by drafts 
on the various outposts. 

Dismounted target practice was carried on from time to time whenever men 
were available, and was completed by about one half the division. As there was but 
little preliminary practice, the result is scarcely a fair test of the shooting of the 
division, Ingsome cases men could only fire at a few ranges at a time and several weeks 
would elapse before they returned to the post to complete the course. 

The air was full of heavy smoke all summer, which interfered considerably with 
the shooting at the longer ranges. 

PHYSIQUE. 

The physique is generally good, the average being considerably over the standard. 
The members of this division, with very few exceptions, are well fitted to stand the 
hardships of prairie life. 

RECRUITS. 

Several recruits joined during the winter at Regina, some of them being posted 
to this division as soon as they joined the force. Some of these were subsequently 
transferred to other divisions, leaving nine recruits on the strength when the division 
marched out for the summer work. These men have behaved well, but being so 
much away from their division headquarters have not had many opportunities for 
instruction and cannot be expected to know much about the duties required of them. 
The peculiar situation of this division demands experienced men only. 


HEALTH. 


The general health of the division has been good, the only serious case of illness 
being that of Reg. No, 2021 Const, A. Campbell, who was laid up for three months with 
typho-malarial fever, but is now convalescent. 


RATIONS. 


The rations issued this year have been of good quality and ample quantity. The 
beef and potatoes, which are purchased at Wood Mountain and Willow Bunch, can- 
not be surpassed. 

In Manitoba good board has been obtained for all the detachments at various 
farm houses and hotels. 

A free issue of dried vegetables and oatmeal should be made I think, to all out- 
posts drawing rations during the winter. 


KITS AND CLOTHING, 


The clothing and kits of this division are in good order, but several issues are 
in arrears. This is particularly the case with regimental breeches. I have been 
unable to procure the larger sizes, which are so much required. 

Some of the calf-skin coats are still in use, but are a worthless article, and should 
be exchanged for something more serviceable, particularly in the case of men 
wintering out. 

I again, suggest that issues of clothing should only be made on a fixed date 
annually, to the whole force or by divisions. A great deal of clerical work would be 
saved, and all the clothing being of the same age and pattern would make a better 
appearance. 
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ARMS AND ARTILLERY. 


There is no artillery attached to this division. The Winchester carbines in use 
are gradually deteriorating from age, and require more and more repairs each succeed- 
ing year, It is surprising that they have lasted as well as they have, considering the 
rough usage to which they are necessarily subject, and the few opportunities of 
taking proper care of them. Iam of opinion they should be gradually replaced by 
a more erficient weapon. 

The Enfield revolvers now in use are in good order, and are suitable to the 
requirements of the force. The ammunition received this year has all turned out 
good. 

TRANSFERS, DISCHARGES AND DESERTIONS. 


Twenty-nine non-commissioned officers and men and seven horses have been 
transferred to this division, and thirty-one non-commissioned officers and men, and 
twelve horses from it. 

The number of discharges have been seven, of which three were by purchase, 
and four time expired. 

Seven desertions have occurred since my last report. One man deserted while 
on leave in Winnipeg last winter, and two from Regina. The other four deserted 
while on duty in Manitoba at various dates. Two of these having given themselves 
up, have since undergone imprisonment at Regina, and have been dismissed the 
force. The names of the deserters are as follows :— 

Regt. No. 1718, Const. C. D. Seals, December. 

Regt. No. 1394, Const. W. Fiedler, December. 

Regt. No. 1843, Const. F. Clark, January. 

Regt. No. 1829, Const. J. Elwood, March. 

Regt. No. 2233, Const. H. Smith, April. 

Regt. No. 2224, Const. G. Jennings, October. 

Regt. No. 2342, Const. W. Anderson, November. 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS 


have somewhat decreased this year, and amount to $3,880. The number of 
depositors has been fifty-two, showing an average per man of nearly $75. 


STRENGTH OF THE DIVISION, 


The average strength during the summer season has been 3 cfficers, 3 stafi-ser- 
geants, 4 sergeants, 6 corporals, 57 constables, 32 team and 46 saddle horses. As 
there are 15 outposts to supply, covering a distance of 500 miles in a straight line, 
it would seem that a few more men and horses could be utilised with advantage in 
this district. 

WINTER DETACHMENTS. 


The distribution of the detachments wintering out are as follows :— 
EE ST EE ID EE ES IS SES TEES, 


Name of Place. Bs) 5 B 3 z R 

ov oD ~~ at (ob) 

5 D e) e) i to 

Wood Mountain 6 i if 
Willow Bunch 2 3 3 
MIENEIDER, soo pi oi Po ip Mi PES oe ye Uae 2 2 2 
_ Alameda 2 3 4 
. Carnduff 2 2 2 
Manitoba (10 detachments) 17 21 22 
OL 38 40 
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It will be observed that the Cannington detachment is omitted from the fore- 
going list, that outpost being now supplied from Moosomin, from which it is only 42 
miles distant. 

INSPECTIONS OF DIVISION. 


I have visited and inspected every outpost of this Division twice during the 
year, and many of the detachments, more accessible from Wood Mountain, were 
more frequently visited. Arms and kits were inspected whenever practicable. 


HORSES. 


The division is fairly well horsed, but there are about six team horses and four 
saddle horses unsuitable for the work required of them. Some of these have been four 
or five years in the force, and although they might last out another year or two on 
light work, they are not fit for the long journeys necessary in this section. 

All the saddle horses left out with the winter detachments have been broken to 
harness and have been used in jumpers. 

The only casualties were the death of Reg. No, 1174 in March, at Wood Moun- 
tain, and of Reg. No. 1615, who broke his leg in October, and had to be shot. 

The total number of miles travelled by the seventy-eight horses of this Division is 
130,691. This includes 3,000 miles travelled by my own team. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


The saddlery and harness in use in this division is in good order and suitable to 
the requirements of the service, with the exception of the two light sets referred to 
in my last report. 


TRANSPORT. 


All the wheeled vehicles are in running order, but half a dozen of the heavy 
waggons are nearly worn out. They are very old, and are constantly in need of 
repairs. 

The half springs of the patrol waggons gave out early in the season and, after 
repairing them a few times, I removed the springs altogether, and I find these 
waggons just about as useful without the springs. Several of the waggons were 
broken while hauling firewood, the country being rough where the wood was got. 

As many waggons as could be brought to Wood Mountain received a fresh coat 
of paint. 

FORAGE. 


The oats for Wood Mountain district were sent from here, and were of good 
quality and clean. Those for the Moose Mountain detachments were purchased at 
Moosomin, in the spring on favorable terms, and were freighted out at a reasonable 
rate. 

The hay crop was poor this year, owing to continued drought; but I obtained 
enough, and of fairly good quality to supply our wants, at the same price as last 
year. 

In Manitoba the forage is supplied by those who board the detachments. 


STABLES, 


No change has been made in the stable accommodation this year. An addition: 
to the stable at Wood Mountain post and a small stable at Willow Bunch, as suggested 
in my last report, are required. 

The patrol stables proposed to be built this year were abandoned for the present, 
owing to the drying up of the water supply at three out of the five places at which: 
it was intended to build. | 


97 


BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE. 


There are no barracks in this district, the division being under canvas from 
April till November. The amount expended in renewing tents, camp stoves, fuel, 
&c., to say nothing on the score of health and cleanliness, would repay the cost of 
suitable barracks. 

At Willow Bunch, the tents having been blown to rags, I rented a small house 
from 1st October, for the use of the detachment, at a rental of $5 per month. 

The barrack furniture issued to the division at Regina during the winter months, 
leaves much to be desired. I entirely agree with those officers who have already so 
strongly recommended the issue of iron cots in place of the bed-board and trestle. 


FUEL. 


The supply of firewood at Wood Mountain has practically come to anend. A 
great deal of extra work was entailed on the division this year in consequence of 
having to get their own wood, For the last two months there were twenty-one 
stoves constantly going at Wood Mountain alone, and it was a heavy tax on the 
resources of the division to keep them supplied. 

Coal of fair quality is plentiful in the neighborhood, but cannot be got at with- 
out a certain amount of “stripping,” for the expense of which no provision has yet 
been made. 


TELEPHONES, 


Telephones were supplied by the Government Telegraph Department last spring 
and operated for a short time between Wood Mountain and Moose-Jaw, a distance of 
100 miles. The instrument at Wood Mountain however, was burnt out by light- 
ning, and has been sent to the Superintendent of Government Telegraphs for repairs. 
The line worked very well during the time the instrument was in use. 


TELEGRAPH LINE. 


The telegraph line from Moose-Jaw to Wood Mountain has worked fairly well 
this year, but it will not be satisfactory—for police purposes—until the line is 
extended from Moose-Jaw to Regina, 


FIRE PROTECTION, 
There is none at Wood Mountain post. The nearest water is 300 yards distant. 
WATER SUPPLY. 


The water supply throughout the district is good, although in a few instances 
water has failed this year where it was never known to go dry before. No rain has 
fallen since June. 

At Wood Mountain post the creek is 300 yards west, and there is a good spring 
500 yards south-east. The water from this spring could he brought to the post by 
laying a small wooden box. The fall is about 40 feet, with a good grade. About 
2,000 feet of lumber would be required for this. 


ROADS, BRIDGES AND FERRIES. 


The trails throughout this district are good. There are no bridges nor ferries, 
nor are any required, 


LIQUOR LAWS. 
There has been no infraction of these laws in this district. The total amount of 


liquor imported during the year is less than 50 gallons. 
12—7 
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SETTLERS, CROPS AND RANCHING. 


The eastern portion of this district, from Alameda to the Manitoba boundary, 
is sparsely settled. The land generally is good, but the distance fram a railway no 
doubt prevents more settlement. 

One settler has come into the Wood Mountain district, having located at Little 
Woody Lake, about 20 miles south-east from the post. 

The crops have been a failure all over. This is attributable to the unusual 
drought. 

The country immediately around Wood Mountain offers good opportunities for 
ranching on a small scale. The nearest ranch is some 60 miles north, situated on 
Old Wives’ Creek where it runs into the lake. 


GAME, 


Game has almost entirely disappeared from the district. The Indians, by their 
summer hunting, have managed to put an end to it. 


INDIANS. 


The Moose-Jaw Sioux paid their annual visitto Wood Mountain, spending most 
of the summer there. A small band of Crees passed through in the fall, returning 
from the United States to their reserve at Crooked Lake. 


PRAIRIE FIRES, 


The whole district has been devastated by prairie fires, which reached Wood 
Mountain early in October. So suddenly did the fires come down that the hay at 
the post was saved with great difficulty. In the more settled districts some of the 
settlers lost their hay, and in some cases their buildings. 

‘An Indian child was burned to death at Willow Bunch, the parents losing tent, 
blankets and all they possessed. 

The origin of these fires could not be ascertained. 


GENERAL WORK, 


In addition to the regular patrols already referred to, this division has scouted 
over a large area, hunting lost horses and cattle, looking for wood and water, and 
generally exploring the country. In Manitoba, in addition to the work on behalf of 
the Customs Department, the issuing of permits to cut hay and timber has been 
entrusted to our men. 

On 18th August Deputy Sheriff W. B. Cathey, from Montana, arrived at Wood 
Mountain in search of an alleged murderer who had passed the post going north on 
the previous day. The sheriff was furnished with a fresh horse, and escorted by 
Corporal Brown, rode on next day to Moose-Jaw, 100 miles, The man Brazier, of 
whom he was in pursuit, was arrested a few miles from Moose-Jaw and returned with 
the sheriff to the States to stand his trial. 

A man giving the name of Martin arrived from Montana in October. His horse 
was suffering from glanders, and on a certificate to that effect being given by the 
Veterinary Staff Sergeant the horse was destroyed. The man returned to the 
States. 

The mud roofs of the Quartermaster’s store and of the hospital were replaced 
by a good board and shingle roof in July; and the building purchased from the 
Home Land and Cattle Company last year was moved over to the post and erected 
as quarters for the Inspector, the Sergt.-Major, and a troop store. 

The old stable was floored and turned into a troop mess room, and a kitchen was 
built on at the back. A carpenter shop and a paint shop were built as a lean-to, in 
rear of the Quartermaster’s store. 
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SPECIAL WORK. 


The trail running west from Wood End is on the American side of the inter- 
national boundary for about twenty miles. Assisted by [Inspector McGibbon, I located 
the boundary line at this point, building mounds of stones to mark it, and I surveyed 
and opened a new trail from Wood End to Long Creek, running parallel to the 
boundary but two miles north of it, and entirely on Canadian territory. This trail 
will be used in future by all our patrols. It will probably before long be continued 
west to the Big Muddy and thence direct to Willow Bunch. An exploration has 
shown this line of country to be practicable, and an improvement on the old trail 
used at present. 

A portion of the international boundary near Kennedy’s post, on the Milk River, 
about fourteen miles in length, not having been marked out at the time the survey 
was made, I procured a transit instrument and went there early in September and 
located it. I built stone mounds at suitable distances and had the line chopped out 
across the valley of the Milk River. It is now permanently defined. In this work I 
received great assistance from Inspector Baker, who was stationed there, and who 
had previously thoroughly explored the surrounding country and found the starting 
and terminal points. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
EK. W. JARVIS, 
Superintendent, Commanding “ B” Division. 


The Commissioner 
North West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 


13—23 
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APPENDIX K. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT W. D. ANTROBUS, COMMAND- 
ING “C” DIVISION. 


N.W.M. Poxick Heapquarters “C” Drviston, 
BATTLEFORD, 30th November, 1889. 
Str,—I have the honour to submit my report for the year ending this day. 
The following was the distribution of members of my division during the year :— 
ne eee eee ee ———— 


Post. Officers. oe ne Constables. Horses. 
Battleford eyes ace eeto cons Secciets aniteet eta seer: 4 13 51 61 
Tigre liakeur reactor cette ntiener eieictene nat creras Bees, ceria |'a monacha teaey: 1 if 8 
Bresaylor 2) i> spac. suc dsiaartemee igs Seah Ob Meet cel Me ate Saree So he eaiciaie ld ois 3 3 
Sixty-Mile Bush... ..........seeceeeee eee eee cee eeefeceee cress ailigeteeipuneieres 2 2 


The Bresaylor Detachment was brought in early in spring, and previous to my 
arrival, and has not been re-established since, but a weekly patrol has been regularly 
kept up. 

Z I toon over the command of this division from Inspectiag Superintendent Cotton 
on the 20th May last, and found everything in good order. Shortly afterwards I 
inspected the outposts, and found everything correct, with the exception of the build- 
ings at Onion Lake, upon which I will report under the proper heading. 

'The general state of the district is good, as far as obedience to law and order is 
concerned; but I am sorry to say that owing to a very dry summer the crops were 
not a success. However, everyone appears to be making a living, so | am in hopes 
that during the coming winter the Government will not be obliged to issue rations 
to indigent Half-breeds, as they did last winter. 

A number of Half-breeds, some from the neighborhood of Duck Lake, have 
settled at Jackfish Lake, about thirty miles north of Battleford. I feel certain that 
the above will be a prosperous settlementin the near future, the soil and hay being 
good, the country abounding in lakes, in which whitefish are plentiful, and there 
being an abundance of wood, both large and small. 


GENERAL WORK, 


On 3rd Decémber, 1888, an information was sworn against Mrs, J. D. O'Neill, of 
Battleford, who for some time showed symptoms of insanity. A warrant was issued 
by Inspector Howe, and the woman was placed in close confinement. At the same 
time a man named Joseph Nolin was confined in the guard room at this post on a 
similar charge. Both of them developing dangerous symptoms some few days later, 
were, on an order from the Lieutenant-Governor, sent under a strong escort to 
Winnipeg 

On the evening of 12th December, one of the Bresaylor detachment arrived here 
and reported that a man named Poitier had been accidently shot by a son of Mr. 
Peter Taylors of Bresaylor, on that day. Inspector Chalmers and Coroner Laurie 
went to Bresaylor the following day, and after summoning a jury, proceeded to the 
scene of the accident, about ten miles from the settlement, on Mr. Taylor’s ranche. 
It appears that Poitier and young Taylor were slaughtering a heifer, and for this 
purpose used a Winchester carbine. Poitier, after discharging the carbine, laid it 
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down, and neglected to draw the cartridges, which remained in the magazine, and 
on Taylor raising the carbine off the ground it exploded, the bullet striking Poitier 
and causing instant death. As the occurrence was purely accidental, no further 
action was taken in the matter. 

On 12th January a number of squaws were reported by the Indian agent for 
being in town without passes, and without any visible means of support. They were 
at once arrested and ordered to go back to their several reserves. 

On 16th January, a course of drill for all available non-commissioned officers and 
constables was commenced, and continued on every fine day, with very good results. 

On the morning of the 9th February, at about five o’clock, the photograph 
gallery of Mr. H. A. Head was destroyed by tire. As it was a detached frame build- 
ing, and a strong wind was blowing at the time, there was no possibility of saving it. 

On 5th March very large prairie fires were observed among the Hagle Hills. A 
couple of men were at once sent out toascertain if there was any danger to be appre- 
hended from the fire spreading, but it appeared that the fires were started by farmers 
and were all under control. 

On 20th March Inspector Morris left for Onion Lake to inspect the detachment 
at that post. 

On the morning of the 13th April a fire was discovered in the boiler-house by 
the sentry. The fire buckets were immediately brought into requisition, and the fire 
extinguished without doing any damage. 

On the 22nd April Judge McGuire arrived, and opened court on the following 
day. The only case for trial was that of William Ducharme, a report of which I give 
further on. 

On the night of the 26th April a very severe gale raged; a large portion of the 
stockade was blown down. As it is no protection to the post, 1 would reccommend 
that the balance be pulled down and used for firewood. 

On the 27th April Inspecting Superintendent Cotton arrived and took over tem- 
porary command of the division from Inspector Howe on the 28th. 

On 2nd May Inspector Howe left, after transferring the division to Inspecting 
Superintendent Cotton. 

On 19th May I arrived here, and assumed command of the division on the fol- 
lowing day. Inspecting Superintendent Cotton left on the 23rd. 

On 25th May I was informed by Indian Agent Williams that a squaw of Pound- 
maker’s Reserve named Pe-so-wit was charged with killing cattle, the property of a 
squaw on the neighbouring reserve. I at once sent out a party to arrest her, but on 
arriving at the reserve they found that she had, in company with her husband and 
two other Indians, left for the south. I wired the officer commanding at Maple 
‘Creek to look out for and arrest the parties, giving him a description of them. 

On 8rd June the first of a series of weekly patrols was commenced. I have 
already forwarded you in my weekly reports full details of these trips. 

On the morning of the 12th June a report was brought to barracks that a dis- 
turbance was going on amongst the Half-breeds on the south side of Battle River. 
A party was immediately mustered and sent to the scene, but it turned out that 
nothing more serious than a slight family disturbance had taken place. One man 
named Poitras was arrested, but was discharged next day with a caution. 

On 14th June the annual target practice was commenced, under the superin- 
dence of Sergeant Dunne. Every member of the division, with one or two excep- 
tions, was put through a complete course, both mounted and dismounted, and the 
results showed a great improvement on last year’s practice. I forward you under 
another cover detailed score sheets and returns. 

Acting on the permission granted by you, a party consisting of sixteen non- 
commissioned officers and constables, in charge of Inspector Morris, left on 17th 
June for Saskatoon to compete with “F” Division in a shooting match for the Hud- 
son Bay Cup. The cup was presented by the officials of the Hudson Bay Company, 
and is to be won two years in succession. “F'” Division succeeded this year in 
winning the cup. 
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On the 19th June Lieutenant-Governor Royal and Superintendent Gagnon 
arrived. A mounted escort was sent to meet the party. His Honor visited barracks 
the next day and expressed his appreciation of the manner in which everything was 
conducted. 

On 9th August information was laid by Farm Instructor Applegarth against a 
Saulteaux Indian named ‘“ Wee-ass-is-ka-win” for starting a prairie fire. 

This fire had been raging for some days on the north side of the Saskatchewan 
River, and had gone over a very large extent of country, causing considerable loss of 
hay in the neighborhood of Jackfish Lake. I sent out and arrested the Indian, and 
on the case being proved, fined him $5 and costs or ten days imprisonment, with 
hard labor. The fire started from the Indian’s camp fire, and as it was shown in 
evidence that he had made some attempt to extinguish it I let him off witha 
lighter sentence than I otherwise would have inflicted. 

About noon on 20th August a large prairie fire was observed close to the town 
in the direction of Mr. J. M. Skelton’s farm. I at once got three or four teams ready 
and proceeded with all available men to the place. I found the fire burning furi- 
ously, and as a strong breeze was blowing, it appeared for some time as if the town 
would be in danger, however, after working hard for some hours, we succeeded in 
extinguishing it, without its causing any serious damage. 

As the fire was altogether accidental, having been carried by the wind from Mr. 
Skelton’s camp fire, I took no further action in the matter. 

Acting under orders from you, a party consisting of forty-two non-commissioned 
officers and men and one guide, in charge of Inspector Chalmers, left on 29th August 
for Regina. I was glad to learn officially that while at headquarters “C” Detach- 
ment fully sustained the good reputation of their division. 

On 12th September about 11 p.m., I was notified by telephone that the jewellery 
store of Mr. H. H. Millie was on fire. I have further on reported on this, under the 
head of ‘Telephones.” 

On 9th October the paymént of Treaty money to the Indians commenced. I will 
not here mention the work done by the division in connection with this matter, but 
will refer you to that portion of my report on “ Assistance to Indian Department.” 

On 13th November a number of Cree Indians were brought before me, charged 
with being under the influence of liquor. The information was laid by one of the 
Indian police lately organized by the Indian Department on Poundmaker's Reserve. 
After carefully going into the case, I thought it would have a better effect on the 
Indians if I dismissed them with a caution, which I accordingly did. 

L issued a warrant for thearrest of a saloon keeper named Williams, who had 
supplied the Indians with beer, but could not convict him as it was shown that the 
Indians had drunk essences, which were given them by a Half-breed before partaking 
of the beer. 

The old log buildings have all been mudded and whitewashed this fall, and look 
well. The work was done by Indians, which rendered the cost trifling, as compared 
with the amount paid in previous years for the same work. 

I have had holes dug for a wire fence around the new barracks, and the posts 
cut, but owing to the sudden appearance of winter I was obliged to give up the work 
for the present. On the first appearance of mild weather I will go on witk the work. 


CRIME. 


As will be seen by attached return, crime in this district is very light, the most 
serious being the following :— 

A young Half-breed named Ducharme was arrested on the 28th Ducember, 1888, 
for having broken into the Hudson’s Bay store, and stolen articles therefrom ; he was 
on the same day committed for trial by Inspector Howe. On the 17th January, 1889, 
he escaped from custody, but was re-arrested the following day. Referring to the 
re-arrest, I beg to refer you to Inspector Howe’s letter of 18th January, 1889. On 
the 23rd April he was tried by Judge McGuire, and sentenced to twelve months’ 
imprisonment with hard labor at this post. 
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On the 3rd May one Arthur Mannix laid information that 39 gallons of beer 
(hop) had been stolen from his premises. Constables Atkin’s and Maguire were 
charged with the crime, and committed for trial. On the 21st June, under order from 
Judge McGuire, I admitted them to bail. On the 24th October they were tried by 
Judge McGuire and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment in Manitoba Penitentiary, 
to which place they proceeded under the sheritf of this district, with an escort of one 
sergeant and one constable from the division. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS 


On assuming command I found the following outposts established :— 

Onion Lake.—One staff-sergeant, seven men, eight horses. 

Sixty Mile Bush—Two constables and two horses. 

The Onion Lake detachment has done good work in keeping the Indians under 
control and otherwise assisting the Indian agent in the execution of his duties. The 
house at present occupied by our detachment at Onion Lake is rented, and I would 
strongly recommend, both with a view to economy and the comfort ot the men, that 
a building to accommodate ten or twelve men be built. The rent we are now paying, 
$15 per month, would go along way towards paying for new quarters. The stable is 
our own property, but being very old, I had it pulled down this fall and rebuilt by 
our own men. The roof I had thatched by Indians, at a cost of $25. 

The detachment at the Bush is in my opinion unnecessary. The men of this 
detachment could be utilized to better purpose by being stationed at Slessor’s which 
is close to an Indian reserve, and on the main road between Swift Current and 
Battleford, or at Bresaylor, 25 miles from here, on the road to Fort Pitt. 

These outposts have been regularly inspected. 

By referring to attached map and return of mileage, you will see that this dis- 
trict has been thoroughly patrolled during the past summer. A party of five or six 
was sent out every Monday and patrolled in different directions, returning on Friday 
or Saturday. Other parties were also sent out weekly to the Bresaylor settlement. 

The mileage for my division for the past twelve months amounts to 102,289 miles, 
being an average for each horse of 1,461 miles. 


ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT, 


On 2nd October I sent Inspector Morris and one constable to Eagle Creek to bring 
in the Indian annuity money for this district. He returned on the 7th, and on the 
following day, after handing over to Indian Agent Williams the box for the Battle- 
ford agency, I left for Onion Lake, at which place I delivered the box for that agency 
to Indian Agent Mann. As the Indians in this district had not been paid since the 
Rebellion, at the request of the Indian agents I furnished men to attend at the 
payments and have received the thanks of the agents for the assistance rendered by 
our men. 


ASSISTANCE TO CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT. 


I have been able to render but slight assistance to the Customs Department, as 
parties coming from Montana must pass a Customs post before reaching this point. 
I have however made one collection from parties having come by way of Medicine 
Hat. 


DISCIPLINE, CONDUCT, &c. 


The conduct of the men of my division, with a very few exceptions, has been 
good, and discipline has been most rigidly enforced by me. Drill has been carried on 
as far as practicable. Target practice was performed, both mounted and dismounted, 
by all members of the division, with the exception of those unable todo so. The 
shooting was very fair, 

I forward a report on the two kinds of ammunition (American and Canadian 
manufacture). In shooting, the revolver throws high, which may be accounted for 
by being too heavily charged with powder. 
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PHYSIQUE. 


The physique of the men is good, the following being the average age, height, 
chest measurement and weight :— 


AVETAZO AZO ...c0eccsaneccssecvaransetrotsnerrnearaonesieesnd een cnise 25 years. 
Go. .» height, sideernesancanas ores seven sorte rdaaiye donne asenss 5 ft. 9 in. 
do chest measurement...........sscesseererernseesserers 374 inches. 
GO —- W01GH Et... se eesecrcenenscecscecrarececreoeveroessscess 160 Ibs. 

RECRUITS. 


Only one recruit joined at this post during the past year. 
HEALTH. 


The health of the division has been very good since I assumed command. A 
short time previous to my arrival, there were a few cases of fever, similar to that of 
last year, but none of them were very serious, and on the appearance of rain, what 
appeared to be the beginning of an epidemic disappeared, and we have been free 
from it ever since, although the quality of the water was such as to keep us in con- 
stant dread of a recurrence of the disease, and it was only by great precautionary 
measures that it was avoided. 


RATIONS 


Are of good quality, but I fear that owing to the absence of potatoes the health 
of the men may be affected. On this point I would refer you to Assistant Surgeon 
Paré’s report. Owing to the failure of the crop in this district it was impossible to 
procure them here, and when tenders were called for it was so late in the season 
that no one would undertake to bring them from the east. 

Vegetables being necessary to health, and as none will be procured here till next 
summer I anticipate, in the early spring, a large sick report. I would respectfully 
recommend that in future tenders for potatoes be called for early in the season, so 
that in the event of a failure of the crop tenderers may be able to bring them from 
some other point before the cold weather sets in. 


KITS, CLOTHING, &C., 


Are of very good material. In forwarding uniforms from headquarters the size 
roll should be more strictly followed. I beg to refer you to that part of my report 
of last year relating to gauntlets. The “ Napa Buck” are a good gauntlet, and more 
serviceable than the buckskin ones at present in use. I would recommend for heavy 
fatigue work, such as wood sawing, that heavy leather mitts, without lining, be sup- 
plied. In cold weather a woollen mitt could be worn underneath. 


ARMS AND ARTILLERY, 


At this post there are two 9-pr. M.L. and two 7-pr. brass guns. The former are 
in good order, but the latter are unserviceable, owing to the carriages being old. 
In handing over the command of the division to me, Inspecting Superintendent 
Cotton told me that on no account were the latter to be used. 

The Winchester carbines are all old. Some are honeycombed, and others are 
badly sighted. 


DESERTIONS, 
There were no desertions from this post during the past year. 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS. 


The amount deposited by thirty-three members of the division in the Government 
Savings Bank during the past twelve months exceeds $4,130, being an average for each 
depositor of $125. This only represents the amount paid through the Department, 
and does not include money lodged in various other banks. 
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INSPECTION OF DIVISION. 


Inspecting Superintent Cotton thoroughly inspected this division when he took it 
over from Inspector Howe in June. Since then forty-five men were inspected at 
Regina. 

HORSES. 


Although there are some very good horses in this division, as a whole I cannot 
say they are as good as they should be for the work they have to perform. The 
average age, after taking into consideration that the division has been strengthened 
by eight or nine young horses this year, is over ten years. Some of the horses have 
been in the force for over twelve years. Where long distances have to be travelled, 
and the horses are obliged to be out in severe weather, a young horse will naturally 
stand the hardship better than an old one. I have already recommended that some 
be cast. They would bring good prices from farmers, as slow work on soft ground 
would not hurt them, whereas travelling on hard roads and over a hilly country tells 
on them. Last year the horses of this division suffered from malaria, and as a con- 
sequence are not so strong as they otherwise might be, although from the care they 
receive they look well. As regards this epidemic, I would refer you to Inspector 
Howe’s report of last year. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS, 


The saddlery and harness of this division are in splendid order. The saddler is 
a most efficient and painstaking man, and takes pride in his work. Inspector Howe, 
in his report of last year, mentions this man (Constable Hollister) very favorably, 
and I am glad to be able to bear him out in his statement. 

I would beg to draw your attention to my report of last year, referring to 
saddles, in which [recommend that “a ‘D’ might be put near the top of the cantle at 
the back, so that a coat, cloak or blanket could be strapped tightly up to the saddle 
and off the horse’s back.” 


TRANSPORT. 


The transport is in good order, but we have been obliged to repair the patrol 
waggons after every trip made by them. 

Some time ago I requisitioned for rubber buffers, Since receiving them there 
have been fewer breakages. 

The buckboards are good and strong, and have done good service. 

A couple of light spring (express) waggons would be very useful, and more 
convenient than the buckboard, as one of them will carry sufficient baggage, forage, 
&c., for four or five men and horses; whereas, a buckboard will only carry sufficient 
for a party of two. 


FORAGE. 


The forage is of good quality, but I do not think is quite as good as that sup* 
plied last year. The season being unusually dry, the hay is not quite so good, 
although very fair. Owing to the failure of the crops in this district, a very small 
quantity of native oats could be procured, the balance being brought from the east. 


STABLES. 


No alterations have been made in the stables at this post since last year. These 
buildings are one of frame and three of logs. The latter are very old, and are not 
healthy in summer, while in winter they are cold. The other is a very good and 
comfortable stable. I would recommend that as soon as practicable three more 


| stables similar to the latter be built. 
| GENERAL EQUIPMEMT, 


The general equipment of the division is good, and is in excellent repair. 
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BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE. 


The walls of the new barrack rooms, kitchens, &c., having been plastered on the 
inside this year, will be much more comfortable this winter than they were last, 
although had the ceilings been plastered as well as the walls they would have looked 
better. 

At present, the ceilings are boarded and covered with thick brown paper, which 
keeps the heat in the rooms almost as well as plaster, although, it does not look so 
well, I would suggest that the ceilings be plastered next summer, and a wains- 
coting 34 or 4 feet high be placed around the rooms. This would, beside preventing 
the breaking of the plaster, make the rooms much warmer and add greatly to their 
general appearance. 

After the plastering was completed I had shelves placed around the rooms, for 
which purpose I was obliged to purchase lumber. 

Previous to this time there were very few shelves in the rooms, and it was 
difficult for the men to keep their kits properly. 

In his report of last year Inspector Howe recommended iron cots for the men, 
I agree with him that on the score of economy as well as tending towards the com- 
fort of the men and the appearance of the rooms his recommendation should be 
carried out. 

A wash-room is badly needed at this post. This was also asked for by Inspector 
Howe last year. 


FUEL. 


Wood oniy is used for fuel here, and as it is very dry the quantity consumed is 
large. I would recommend that if possible coal be procured from Edmonton next 
year. The first cost might appear large, but I think that in the end, it would be 
found cheaper. This post consumes about 1,400 cords of wood per annum. 


TELEPHONES. 


There is a telephone line here which connects the barracks with the telegraph 
office and stores in town, with the Industrial School on the south side of the Battle 
River, and with Mr. Bourke’s farm on the north side of the Saskatchewan, 

The instrument at the barracks is in my own quarters, On the night of the 
12th September, just after retiring, our number was rung, and I learned that a build- 
ing in town was on fire. I at once caused the assembly to be sounded, and in 
twenty minutes I had the fire éngine, two waggon loads of water and all my available 
men on the ground. We succeeded in confining the fire to one building; but had 
there been no telephone service I am sure the fire would have extended. Our engine 
did excellent work, and the citizens expressed to me their admiration for the 
manner in which our men acquitted themselves, 

The guard room being a long distance from the new as well as the old barracks 
(in which are the officers’ quarters) an instrument should be placed in it. The only 
expense this would involve would be the cost of the instrument. 


TELEGRAPH LINES, 
The Government telegraph service line passes through here from Qu’Appelle to 
Edmonton. It is in first-class order and is constantly being used by us. 
FIRE PROTECTION. 


Besides Babcocks, we have an excellent hand fire-engine, reel and 500 feet of 
hose 


WATER SUPPLY 
is bad. There is a well in the square, but the water cannot be used by the men, 
although the horses can drink it. 


All the water used in the post has to be drawn from the Saskatchewan River. A 
tank in the pump-house which holds thirty barrels of water and barrels distributed 
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in the different buildings are kept constantly full, but even this quantity would be 
‘inadequate were a serious fire to break out. I would recommend that another tank 
be placed under a lean-to alongside the pump-house, but under the floor. 

In this building and over the tank (which could be filled from the present well) 
the engine might be kept. By this arrangement a fire in any of the new buildings 
could be reached without moving the engine, thereby saving considerable time. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


The new bridge over the Battle River mentioned in Inspector Howe’s report of 
last year has not yet been built, although a large quantity of the material has been 
drawn to the proposed site. 

The bridges over the creek in this district are not so good as they might be this 
year, but contracts have been given for repairs to them, and I anticipate that next 
year they will be in thorough repair. 

The roads are good. 


FERRIES. 


There are no licensed ferries in this district. 


LIQUOR LAWS 


are well maintained, although the permit system is not generally acknowledged 
tobe good. ‘There have however, been no infringements of them here since my arrival. 


SETTLERS. 


I am sorry to be obliged to report that the past year has not been a good one 
for the settlers ; the season having been so dry, only a very small quantity of grain 
and a still smaller quantity of vegetables were garnered. I look forward to better 
crops and a more prosperous season next year, as we have now had more snow than 
there was at any time last winter. 

This will give the ground the moisture it so much requires, and will, to a great 
extent, counteract the effects of a dry spring and summer. 


RANCHING. 


There are no large ranches in this district, such as there are in the southern 
parts of the North-West Territory, but what cattle there are look well, as do 
also the sheep. A number of cattle have been driven to Jackfish Lake, north of Bat- 
tleford, to winter. That portion of the district will, in the near future, be well settled, 
as it is well suited for farming. The great drawback to its settlement is the difficulty 
of communication from this side of the Saskatchewan River, owing to the want of a 
bridge or ferry over the river. 


GAME. 


Game has been, I believe, more plentiful this year than last, particularly small 
game, such as prairie chicken and rabbits. A few deer and bears have been killed, 
and in the season numbers of ducks and geese. 


INDIANS. 


The Indians on all the reserves have worked very well, but owing to the failure 
of the crops will no doubt require more assistance in the matter of rations than they 
received last year. I would, through you, bring to the notice of the Superintendent 
General of Indian Affairs the work done by the Indians at Onion Lake under Indian 
Agent Mann. The Indian Department buildings at that place were built by them- 
selves, and, taking into consideration that the work is new to them, it reflects the 
greatest credit on both the Indians and their agent. 
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HALF-BREEDS. 


On assuming command of this district I tound that some Half-breeds were work- 
ing in the barracks for their rations, and rations were being issued to others who 
were sick. This was shortly afterwards stopped, and no rations have been issued 
them since. 

I do not think we will be called upon to assist these people during the coming 
winter, as a number of families have gone south to Montana, and some to Saskatoon, 
to work on railway construction. A few were employed on the bridge across tho 
Battle River, which was commenced this fall, and a large number gain their 
living by freighting. Of course, there will be some who will naturally look 
to us for assistance, but I would not recommend that it be granted them unless 
they give an adequate recompense in the way of work for what they receive. 
Some of the more prosperous among the Half-breed population subsist by farming. 
These are principally located atthe Bresaylor settlement, but the season has not been 
a very good one for them, owing to the failure of the crops. 

Accompanying this report are the following :— 

Mileage travelled by horses of the division (not printed), and return of convic- 
tions. 

In conclusion, I would beg to acknowledge the cheerful and able assistance | have 
received from the officers, non-commissioned officers and constables of my division. 


J have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


W. D. ANTROBUS, 
Superintendent Commanding “C” Division. 


The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 


Regina. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF INSPECTOR SANDERS, COMMANDING “A” 
DIVISION, N. W. M. P. 


Heapquarters “A” Drvyisron, 
MapueE CREEK, 1st December, 1889. 


Srr,—I have the honour to submit for your information the annual report of 
“A” Division for the year ended 30th November, 1889. 

I took over command of the District from Superintendent W. D. Antrobus on 
9thMay, 1889, the transfer of the division, stores, &c., from that officer to myself, 
being superintended by the Assistant Commissioner. 

Although only in command for a few months, I trust I shall be able to make a 
report for the whole year, as I have been attached to the division for that time. 

Nothing of extraordinary interest has taken place during the last twelve 
months. There has been very little crime of a serious nature. Horse-stealing is 
rapidly becoming a thing of the past, and although the Indian nature, one might 
say, is imbued with an instinct to indulge in this particular kind of lawlessness, the 
energetic carrying out of the law and the effects of the rapid progress of civilization 
is doing wonders in removing this trait from their character. The only crime of 
this class connected with Indians was the stealing of a few head of horses by Blood 
Indians from Crees, at Medicine Hat. These horses were subsequently recovered by 
the police at Lethbridge. 

The general state of the district has been one of quietness, peace and pros- 
perity, in spite of many drawbacks. 

Ranchers and those engaged in raising stock have been particularly successful 
this year. The small quantity of the snowfall and the mildness of the last winter 
brought the stock out in the spring in as fat and as good condition as they were 
when the winter commenced. 

During the summer large shipments have been made of steers and beef-cattle 
from this district, and the excellence of the beef testifies to the good quality of the 
feed upon the ranges. The percentage of increase, as shown by the branding of 
calves at the spring and fall “rounds up,” was very high, viz., 50 per cent, and 
cattlemen generally appear to be jubilant over their prospects, the only dark 
cloud in their horizon being the vast damage done by the prairie fires (of which I 
make mention further on), and the evil which will be caused thereby should the 
coming winter prove a severe one. 

Farmers have not had such a prosperous year as is generally the case. The mild 
winter, although favoring the ranchers, has had a contrary effect upon them; the 
small snow fall during the winter left very little moisture in the ground in the 
spring, and the exceptionally dry summer following tended to make the season an 
unfavorable one foragriculturists. However in spite of so much to contend against, 
those that had their land in proper cultivation have nothing to complain of, and when 
one hears of some crops giving 65 lbs.to the bushel of wheat, and 41 lbs, to the bushel 
of oats, one is inclined to believe that farming in this neighborhvod, even under the 
most adverse circumstances, is a profitable undertaking. Root crops have been very 
good, and though slightly injured by the same causes as other crops, they have been 
nearly equal to the high standard of former years. The Canadian Agricultural Coal 
and Colonization Company (of which Sir John Lister-Keye, Bart., is manager) have 
seven out of their ten farms, viz: those at Rush Lake, Swift Current, Gull Lake, Crane 
Lake, Dunmore, Kingarth and Stair, situated in this district. Although this com- 
pany only started operations last fall they had quite a large acreage under culti- 
vation this summer, and with very gratifying results, considering their grain was 
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sown “on the.soil.” Each of these farms have an area of 10,000 acres, are nearly 
all fenced in, and have large, commodious farm buildings, horses and cattle corrals, 
&e., &¢. They are each stocked with about 2,000 head of sheep, 65 mares, 500 cattle 
and 90 pigs. Next year, if is at all a good one, this company should do extremely 
well. The great facilities which this district possesses for the prosecution of dairy- 
farming are beginning to be recognized, and have been taken more advantage of this 
summer than in any previous one. The supply of butter for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway hotel at Banff has been entirely drawn from Maple Creek, and one of our 
principal farmers tells me that he has sold upwards of $500 worth of butter since 
May last. 

Ne leaving the subject of the general state of the district, I must not 
forget to mention the hospital in course of erection at Medicine Hat, and now 
rapidly nearing completion. It is being built, partly by private subscription and 
partly by Government aid. I might say it will meet one of the greatest require- 
ments of this part of the country, and prove a great boon and blessing to every one. 
Up to the present, the nearest general hospital has been that at Winnipeg, in con- 
sequence of which police hospitals have often had to be used for persons outside 
of the force, a thing to be guarded against for many reasons. Great credit is due to 
the Assistant Superintendent of the Canadian Pacitic Railway at Medicine Hat, who 
was the prime mover in getting this hospital started, and without whose indomit- 
able energy 1 doubt whether it could have been pushed to such a successful 
finish. 


CRIME, 


In the beginning of my report I refer to the absence of crime of a serious 
description in this district during the year, and a glance at the attached return of 
criminal and other cases will give an idea as to their nature. There are however, a 
few which might bear a little further notice. 

In February the Inspector of Inland Revenue laid an information against one R, 
Tracey for contravening the Inland Revenue Act, there being four charges against 
him, the principal being “that he unlawfully made malt and steeped grain for the 
purpose of malting.” Tracey was fined $300 and costs, or in default of payment eight 
months imprisonment with hard labor, on the four charges, by the two magistrates 
who sat on the case. He paid the fine. 

On 22nd December, 1888, I received a telegram from Colonel Otis commanding the 
United States Post at Fort Assiniboine, Montana, saying two men had left that place 
and had headed north with two stolen horses. We arrested them here on the 26th, 
but after holding them a few days I had to release them, the owner being too poor 
to come over and prosecute. Colonel Otis afterwards sent a party of United States 
soldiers for the horses, and they were handed over to them by the police near the 
boundary. One of the above mentioned horse thieves afterwards served atwo months’ 
sentence in the guard room here for vagrancy. 

On 30th July, I received another telegram from Colonel Otis, stating that two 
men had stolen from the neighborhood of Fort Assiniboine 25 head of horses. They 
were arrested by Staff-Sergeant McGinnis, at Swift Current, on Ist August, and 
brought up here and committed for trial “for having brought into Canada property 
stolen in the United States of America.” The trial took place before Mr. Justice Mac- 
leod, Mr. Fauquier, Justice of the Peace, and a jury, and although the owner of the 
horses gave very strong and convincing evidence against the prisoners, they were pro- 
nounced “not guilty” by the jury, mainly owing, I imagine, to the character the 
prosecutor bore. The judge, however, immediately gave an order that the horses 
should be restored to him, and although the thieves escaped the punishment they so 
richly deserved the owner had the satisfaction of getting back his property. 

On 10th October, I was informed by a telegram from Fort Benton, Montana, United 
States, that 150 head of horses had been stolen from there and were supposed to have 
been taken over to the Canadian side I at once notified all my detachments, and 
also the officers commanding at Fort Macleod and Lethbridge. Nothing has been 
seen of these horses, but Scout Cobelle reported that he discovered thetracks of a 
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large band of horses—which must have passed in the spring—between Cypress Hills 
and Wood Mountain. I am therefore inclined to the opinion that these horses were 
stolen in the early part of the summer, and their loss not discovered until the fall 
“round up.” The parties who stole them must have crossed the boundary line some- 
where south of the east end of Cypress Hills, and re-crossed it into the United States 
below Wood Mountain and gone into Dakota, where the horses in all probability had 
their brands altered, and were sold. 

A reported case of cattle-killing quite lately turned out, upon careful investiga- 
tion by Sergeant Tucker, to be devoid of any truth. 

As is generally the case, infringements of the liquor law are the crimes which 
predominate in numbers over all others this year, and the majority of these occurred 
at Medicine Hat, the largest town in the district. I am happy to say however, that 
of late the traffic in intoxicants has been greatly reduced at this place. 


PATROLS AND OUTPOSTS. 


During the summer the distribution of the division was as follows :— 
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The detachments at East End, Farwell, Graburn, Willow Creek and Bull’s Head 
only remain out during the summer, and they have been brought in since the 20th 
of Novemher for the winter. All these detachments, together with that at Battle 
Creek, are situated in the Cypress Hills,—to within the last few years a great 
harboring place for Indian and other horse-thieves, but now, I am happy to say, 
instead of being a place of refuge, it is being looked upon in an entire opposite light 
by this class of offenders. These posts are, therefore, a very important link in the 
line of patrol along the frontier, At Willow Creek we connect weekly with “K” 
Division from the west, and at East End we send a patrol every Tuesday to connect 
with “B” Division from the east. 

Several improvements have been made this year to the comfortable log houses 
at each point. At Graburn the walls of the building were raised, a shingle roof put 
on to replace the mud one, and the whole building floored. Previously to this there 
was no floor, 

At Battle Creek the men have built a very good kitchen behind their quarters, 

At Farwell a first-class store-house for rations, oats, &c., was built. 

At East End the detachment was moved seven miles east of the position it had 
last year. It is now situated on the White Mud River, close to where the trail from 
Swift Current to Belknap crosses. The logs of the old building were moved over to 
the new site, and with the help of a rancher’s shack, which was given up to the 
police, a very comfortable house with three large rooms was built, 

Besides the usual patrolling and scouting which is done by the men on detach- 
ment, and consists of riding between the outposts and thoroughly watching the 
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country within a radius of 15 or 20 miles around each post, a great deal of extra 
work is often necessitated by reports coming in of horses having been stolen, Indians 
getting off their reserves, &c., &c. These reports, in a great many cases, do not go 
into particulars, the stolen horses after a few days turn out to have only strayed, 
and the Indians may not have gone within 200 miles of us. We have had many cases 
of this description during the year. 

In the beginning of June, having received word that some Stoney Indians had 
left their reserves, near Battleford, for the United States, and that the Indian Depart- 
ment wanted them stopped near the boundary, so that they might be taught a lesson 
by having to go all the way back, I had the whole district under my command 
thoroughly scouted for nearly two weeks trying to find these Indians, and this extra 
work told greatly upon the horses. Needless to say we did not find them ; they may 
never have come this far, and if they did, perhaps crossed the line outside of this 
district altogether. If these Indians had been followed from their reserve in the 
north they would have been easily captured, but looking for them so far away from 
their starting point as we had to here was very much like “ looking for a needle in 
a hay-stack,” and “teaching these Indians a lesson” might have cost us dear, had 
you not ordered me to call in the scouting parties when you did. 

As well as the regular patrols along the frontier, small parties have been sent 
out frequently during the year, both from this post and Medicine Hat. These parties. 
visited the settlers, particularly those living at some distance from any police posts. 
They ascertained from these settlers whether they had any complaints, and also: 
picked up any general information that might be of use. New settlers coming into 
the country are naturally sometimes anxious about Indians, or supposed western 
desperadoes, and a friendly visit from the police overy now and then does a great 
deal towards reassuring them. A glance at the map of this district will show the 
country has been well covered by our patrolling parties. 

Several horses were reported lost during the year, but they have been all 
recovered. 

On 19th September I sent a four-horse team and single team to McCarthy’s Lake, 
between Wood Mountain and Cypress Hills, to meet the Honorable the Minister of 
Customs and his party, comprising the Assistant Commissioner of Customs and the 
Inspector of Ports. I regret I was unable to accompany them through my outposts, 
but it was impossible for me to get away at the time. However, Inspector Primrose,. 
of “B” Division, who had travelled with them from Wood Mountain, remained with 
the party until they reached Kennedy’s post, when transport was furnished for the 
continuation of the journey by “K” Division. I saw the Minister when he was passing 
Maple Creek by train on his return to Ottawa, and he was good enough to express 
himself as well pleased with the situation of the outposts, and the manner in which 
he had been taken through by the teams sent from here. 


ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


The majority of Indians in this district have never taken “Treaty,” and there 
being no reserve, we have not been called upon to render any assistance to the 
Indian Department, further than to escort the annuity money for the northern 
Indians from Swift Current to Eagle Creek. This duty was performed by Inspector 
Begin and one constable. From Hagle Creek the money was taken to its destination 
by a party of police from Battleford. 


ASSISTANCE TO RAILROADS. 


The two railroads in this district, namely the Canadian Pacific Railway and 
North-Western Coal and Navigation Company, have not called upon the police this year 
for any assistance. There seems to be perfect harmony between the management 
and employées. I have detachments at the following stations along the line of rail- 
way: Swift Current, Maple Creek, Dunmore and Medicine Hat. A constable is 
always present at the arrival and departure of trains at these points. 
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ASSISTANCE TO THE CUSTOM’S DEPARTMENT, 


The outposts on the line of patrol have done a great deal towards facilitating 
the collections being made for the Custom’s. All parties arriving in, or departing 
from, the country have been made to report, and I am satisfied the Custom’s Depart- 
ment have lost no collections during the past year. In one instance a Half-breed,. 
owing to a misunderstanding of the directions given to him through an interpreter, 
did not report at the Custom’s office. He was traced, and the amount of duty collected. 
from him at Battleford. No seizures for Custom’s dues have been made this year. 


DISCIPLINE, CONDUCT, ETO. 


Lam able to report that the discipline and conduct of “A” Division has been, 
especially for the latter part of the year, excellent. When I first took over com- 
mand there was a slight increase of offences against discipline, but this I attributed 
mainly to a change of régime. Whilst on this subject. I would like to contradict an 
erroneous impression which seems to be prevalent in the force, that this division is 
lacking in discipline. Ifsuch has been the case, I can conscientiously say it is not 
so now, and I believe that you will bear me out in this statement. “Give a dog 
a bad name and it will stick to it” is an old but true saying, and I would respect- 
fully request, for the sake of the division, that this imputation be officially discredited. 


DRILL, TARGET PRACTICE, ETO. 


Throughout the winter and during the early part of the spring, before the 
detachments went out, drill was regularly carried on, both at Medicine Hatand here. 
All the men of the division are well drilled, with perhaps one or two exceptions, 
these being men who, owing to circumstances, such as remaining out on detachment 
during the winter and summer, or being sick, were not available when the drills 
were going on. 

The target practice this year has not been satisfactory. I was only able to 
complete the course of dismounted practice. The revolver and mounted target 
practice was not carried out. Various reasons tended to prevent my finishing the 
full annual course. I could not bring the men in from detachment when I wished, 
owing to matters of greater importance necessitating their staying out. Also some 
of the ammunition issued turned out to be very inferior, and there was adelay before a 
fresh supply could be received from Regina. Unfortunately, some of the best shots 
in this divison fired with this inferior ammunition and made wretched scores. Time 
would not permit of my allowing them to fire over again when the good ammunition 
arrived. 

Although it may not appear so from the annual musketry return, for the above 
reasons, still I can safely say that I have no less than ten first-class shots in the 
division, and only few who are not good average marksmen. I would strongly 
recommend that means be adopted for the greater encouragement of rifle shooting 
throughout the force. I would also suggest that a medal or good money prize with 
a badge, be given each year to the best shot in the Force, and that for the best shot 
in each division a prize of $10 and oe badge be given, the four men coming next 
to him to get $5.00, and a worsted badge. The badges to be the same (viz, crossed 
carbines), and worn in a similar manner as is the custom in the Imperial service. 


PHYSIQUE. 


The general physique of “ A” Division is very good, the average height being 
5 feet 9 inches ; chest measurement, 37} inches ; weight, 158} lbs, and age 29 years 


RECRUITS. 


No recruits have been engaged in “A” Division this year. Several applied 
for enlistement, and their applications in every instance were forwarded to head 
quarters. None however were accepted, as they did not meet the requirements 
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the force. Fourteen members of the division completed their term of engagement 
during the year ; eleven of these re-engaged for a further term of service and the 
remainder took their discharge. 


HEALTH, 


The health of the division, as will be seen by Assistant-Surgeon Haultain’s 
report, has been very good. During the winter there were a great many colds and 
sore throats, caused by the bad ventilation and crowded state of the barrack rooms. 
These barracks were originally built for twenty-five men, and we have to crowd 
twice that number into them every fall when the detachments come in. 


RATIONS, 


The rations supplied, both at Medicine Hat and here, by the contractors, have 
been particularly good this year. I have not received a single complaint about 
them. 


KIT, CLOTHING, ETO. 


There are twenty-five men in this division who have no fur coats for winter 
wear. I have some fur coats in store which are issued to men (not having their 
own), when performing any duty which subjects them to exposure. 


ARMS-ARTILLERY. 


On 2nd September, 1889, I reported to you upon the Winchester carbines in 
the possession of this division, and attached a list giving the number and condition of 
each arm. 

These carbines have nearly all been on the books at this post for some years, 
and were spoken of in the Annual Reports for 1887 and 1888, as requiring “to be 
looked over.” A new lot of carbines will soon be needed, and I would recommend 
that before any purchase is made something be done to find out if a better arm than 
our present one cannot be obtained. Most officers in the force, I believe, agree in 
condemning the Winchester carbine. 

I would repeat here a suggestion which has been made several times before, that 
every man in the force should have the same carbine throughout his whole term of 
service, and not have to change every time he is transferred from one division to 
another. The manner in which small arms are made cannot prevent slight varia- 
tion in the sizes of different parts; each carbine has then its peculiarities, and the 
knowledge of one is no guide to the firing of another. A constable, to become any 
kind of a shot, should therefore understand perfectly the weapon he uses, and to 
obtain good results should stick to that particular arm. 

The Enfield revolvers in the possession of the division are in good order. There 
is no artillery either at this post or Medicine Hat. 


DESERTIONS, 


One constable deserted from the division this year. He was a useless man, and a 
good riddance. 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS. 
A man that will save is generally a steady man, and it shows well for the mem- 
bers of this division that their deposits in the Government Savings Bank for the past 


year should amount to the respectable sum of $5,200, an increase of $2,127 over that 
deposited last year. No division in the force deposited so large an amount last year. 


STRENGTH OF THE DIVISION. 


The division is up to its full strength in non-commissioned officers and men, but 
for the greater part of the year and at the present time is two officers short. 
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During the summer, to carry on the work properly, the strength of the division 
ought to be increased to 125 men. Being split up, and having to occupy two barracks, 
60 miles apart, besides supplying so many detachments, makes us very short of men. 
In fact, it is sometimes impossible to spare men sufficient to attend to matters of the 
utmost importance. “A” Division is more scattered than any other division in the 
force. Ifit is your intention to add the detachment at Kennedy’s post to this 
division next year, the increase I recommend will be absolutely necessary. 


INSPECTION UF DIVISION 


You visited and inspected the head-quarters of the division at Maple Creek on 
29th March, 18th April and 10th November. The Assistant Commissioner inspected 
the division on 6th May, and the out posts along the line of patrol between the 
3rd and 8th of July. The detachment at Medicine Hat was also inspected by 
you on 12th January and 29th October. 


HORSES. 


The horses of the division are in good condition after the summer’s work. The 
only remount received this year was in exchange for another horse. There have 
been two deaths amongst the horses, and another had to be destroyed on account of 
an injury to the coffin joint. 

Hight horses, at the least, will require to be cast, and replaced by new ones, before 
the patrol work commences next year. I haye at present 18 horses on herd for 
the winter, at Fish Creek, and this number | will increase shortly, as several other 
horses require a good rest. 

The total mileage covered by the horses of “ A” Division this year, exclusive of 
that in and about the barracks at this post and at Medicine Hat, is 135,396 miles. 
One horse travelled 3,926 miles, and five have done more than 3,000 miles, the 
distance from Quebec to Vancouver. 

The distances in this district are well measured, and the above mileage very 
correct. 


SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 


The saddlery of the division is in good order. Seven new saddles will be 
required to replace old ones that have worn out and been condemned lately. Some 
of the single cincha saddles in the possession of the division ought to be exchanged 
for double cincha ones; because, in a hilly country like that in which our line of 
patrol runs, the former is very apt to give horses sore backs or injure them in other 
ways. 

The harness is fairly good, some sets being rather old. A number of new collars 
are required. We have some in store, but they are too small. 


TRANSPORT. 


The new heavy waggons received this year have given satisfaction, but the 
remainder being old are continually out of repair. 

The patrol waggon I was supplied with during the summer is an excellent one. 
I was unable to send a proper vehicle, and had to borrow one from “B” Division, to 
meet the Minister of Customs when he passed through my district. The only light 
spring waggon in the division is an old rattle-trap that was used when the Marquis 
of Lorne made his trip through the country. It would not be safe to go more than 
five miles outside the barracks with it. I believe “A” Division is the only one in 
the force which has not a good, light spring waggon, 

A single buckboard is also greatly neeled. We have not one at present. 


FORAGE 


The hay put up this year, though hard to obtain, is very good, and quite equal to 
that of former years. The supply for Medicine Hat, viz., thirty-five tons, is hardly 
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sufficient, and I shall have to take nearly all the horses away from there in the 
winter, leaving only as many as will be requisite to do the work about the post. 

‘The supply of cats in this district being limited, I have received the greater 
part of them from the east. ‘The oats were of very good quality. 


STABLES, 


There is not sufficient stable accommodation at Maple Creek; another stable 
to hold fifteen or twenty more horses ought to be built. A hospital stable is also 
badly required. At Medicine Hat the stables are large enough for the number of 
horses belonging to the detachment, 


GENERAL EQUIPMENT. 


I require four Smith & Wesson revolvers, such as are issued to men on duty 
along the line of railway; also a sufficient supply of field glasses, so that besides those 
issued to the sergeants of the division I can have enough for each detachment. 
Other articles in the way of general equipment I make mention of under different. 
headings. 


BARRACKS AND BARRACK FURNITURE, 


The barracks both at Medicine Hat and here have had to have a great deal of 
plastering done to them this year. On account of these repairs the men in barracks 
at Maple Creek were under canvas for the greater part of the summer. 

As I have stated, the barracks here are too small and too crowded in winter. 
The Quartermaster’s store is not large enough. Owing to this it is nearly impossible 
to keep the stores as they should be. Ifa separate store were built to hold oats, 
with room enough for a casualty store as well, it would be a great convenience. 

During the year I have had one of the sections of the waggon-shed converted 
into a store for articles in charge of the Sergeant-Major. Hitherto there was no such 
accommodation. At present there is being built—by our own men—a good-sized log 
house for a carpenter shop; the building which is now used for this purpose will be 
turned into a saddle and harness room, 

J intend during the winter. with your permission, putting up an addition to the 
recreation room large enough to hold a billiard table. The fence around the barracks, 
which was mentioned in last year’s report as being in course of construction, 
was finished during the winter. As will be seen by Assistant-Surgeon Haultain’s 
report, the hospital—an old portable building patched up—is hardly habitable in 
winter for a sound man, much less a sick one. 

It is high time, I consider, that the present arrangement by which the division 
occupies two barracks be abandoned. The division should be united at either Maple 
Creek or Medicine Hat, and a detachment of four or five men sent to whichever 
place is given up. Such a change would be the greatest saving, both in expenditure 
and in men, besides which, it would ensure much more thorough carrying out of the 
work required to be done by the police in this district than is possible at present. 

We have nothing in the shape of barrack furniture, except what is made by our 
own carpenters, a great deal of which has to be re-made every year, and a saving 
in this line might be easily accomplished by supplying the police force with proper 
barrack furniture, such as iron bedsteads, iron-legged tables, &c., &c. 


FUEL. 


The fuel used at this post and at Medicine Hat is coal, supplied from the North- 
Western Coal and Navigation Company’s mines at Lethbridge. It is an excellent coal 
of its kind, but being soft, burns quickly. It also slacks a good deal, and quite a loss 
is experienced on account of this, in spite of having a good coal shed. 

A small quantity of wood is used for the bake-shop. 


Ey, 


TELEPHONES. 


I beg to reiterate the recommendation of past years, viz., that telephone com- 
munication be furnished between the barracks and town at Maple Creek and Medicine 
Hat. It would be a great convenience and assistance, besides a saving in horse-fiesh. 


TELEGRAPH LINES. 


The principal telegraph lines in this district are those of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. From it branch the North-Western Coal and Navigation Company, and 
Rocky Mountain line at Dunmore and Walsh, respectively. The former connects 
us with Lethbridge and Fort Macleod, whilst the latter gives us a means of commu- 
nication with all parts of Montana, and has been of great use from the fact that it 
passes the detachment at Battle Creek, where there is a telegraph office, the operator 
being Reg. No. 1672, Constable Kennedy. 


FIRE PROTECTION, 


At Maple Creek and Medicine Hat the means for protection against fire are as 
good as circumstances will permit. Barrels and buckets filled with water are kept 
in the barrack rooms and other parts of the post, ready to be used at a moment’s notice. 
Babcocks and hand grenades are well distributed and handy for any emergency. 
Ladders are attached to all buildings, and great care is taken in seeing that chimneys 
and stovepipes are kept clean. 


WATER SUPPLY. 


The water supply here is very limited, and we have to depend upon a small well 
a quarter of a mile from this post for all the water, except that for horses, used in 
the barracks. The water for the horses is obtained from a well in the barracks, 
which is quite alkali, but not enough so to affect them. 

At Medicine Hat there is excellent water to be obtained from the Saskatchewan, 
upon whose banks the barracks stand. A well sunk there last year has not proved 
a success. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


A new bridge will have to be built next year between the barracks and the town 
of Maple Creek. The present one has been in existence for several years and is used 
by everyone. The bridge put up bf the North-West Government last year is out of 
the way, and not on any direct trail, though on the road allowance. 


FERRIES. 


There are two ferries in this district crossing the South Saskatchewan at Medi- 
cine Hat and Saskatchewan Landing. The former belongs to the police, and is man- 
aged by one of our own men; the latter is under the control of a private individual, 
and is, I believe, a paying concern, being on the main trail between Swift Current 
and Battleford. 


LIQUOR LAWS. 


The liquor law is, I think, throughout the country, considered to have 
served its purpose. Public feeling is strongly against it. From a policeman’s point 
of view, this law is still more unattractive than it is to the public, The enforcing 
of it of late has been particularly hard, owing to the ruling of certain judges, and the 
way dealers in liquor can protect themselves by permits. To obtain a conviction, 
is impossible almost, without some means are adopted which in many cases bear the 
stamp of being outrageous breaches of confidence, and the unhappy informant is 
subjected to the revilings and a storm of abuse from the community at large. 

An unpopular law is always difficult to carry out, and as the country is gra- 
dually becoming more settled the greater difficulty is experienced. As a furtherance 
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of the temperance cause, few people who live in the North-West Territories will 
disagree with me when I say it has been a failure. My experience is that the law 
does a great deal of harm. 


SETTLERS, 


There has been a largo influx of settlers into the western part of this district 
during the year, butin other parts the immigration has been very slight. 

The Canadian Agricultural Coal and Colonization Company brought out from 
the south of Scotland a number of new men during the spring for their different 
farms. They appear to be a steady, industrious class, who have been accustomed to 
farming. They will no doubt make first rate settlers in the country at some future 
date. 

The new arrivals in the western part of the district, whom I allude to above, are 
principally Austrians, sixty-five out of seventy-five families being ‘of that nation- 
ality, the remainder Germans, and of each a great number are of Jewish extraction. 
These people have settled down at a point about twenty-five miles south-west from 
Dunmore, and have called their place Josephburgh, presumably after the Emperor 
Joseph of Austria. All are very well satisfied with the result of their first year’s 
experience. They were, however, unfortunate enough to lose about eighty tons of hay 
from prairie fires. Their ill-luck in this respect unhappily is shared by nearly every 
settler in the country this year. 

Fair crops of oats, wheat, and potatoes were raised, good buildings and out- 
houses have been built, and others are in course of construction; a school-house and 
church is talked of, and a post office—if not already—soon will be established. In 
the way of stock, they have about 700 head of cattle, but very few horses. Oxen are 
used for hauling wood, ploughing, &c. Before spring they expect to possess some 
good teams of horses suitable for farm work. 

These people appear to be peaceable and hard-working, neat and clean in their 
habits, and of very Ania disposition. 

The laws of the country are unknown to them, and none are able to speak or 
read English. They are therefore much afraid of breaking the law unintentionally. 
They have been deeply impressed with improbable stories told them of the Indians, 
who are a source of anxiety to them, In consequence of this Reg. No. 996, Constable 
J. Halenbach, has been by your order stationed at Josephsburgh forthe winter. This 
constable, who is a German by birth, has already done a great deal towards helping 
these settlers and making them conversant with the laws of the country. 


GAME, 


This part of the country has long had the name of being a good one for game. 
The wooded coulées of the Cypress Hills, with their clear springs and streams, form 
good shelter for the larger game—deer, bear, &c.; even beaver still exist in small 
numbers. The abundance of rose bush affords good feed for the prairie chicken, 
while the larger and more secluded lakes ure the breeding ground of many water- 
fowl, besides being the resting place of thousands during their migratory flight in 
the spring and fall. Certain kinds of game are rapidly decreasing. The only traces 
of elk are the numerous bleaching horns, and antelope are only seen now in small bands. 
The close season has been rigidly observed by the real sportman this year, but there 
has been little check to the Half:breeds and Indians (non-treaty), some of whom 
make a practice of taking the eggs and killing the young birds, a custom which is 
far more destructive than wholesale and legitimate shooting during the proper season. 
It is not easy to punish these offenders, as their trips may be taken under many 
pretexts—bone gathering, &c.; but there are several keen sportsmen in the district, 
whose appointment as game guardians would have a beneficial effect. The number 
of Indians who require game for their sustenance is small, and there is no reason 
why, under proper management, this district should not continue to be considered 
one of the best shooting grounds in the North-West. 
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INDIANS. 


The Indians are scattered through the district, as follows: Swift Current, eight 
families; Maple Creek, twenty. and Medicine Hat, ten—thirty-eight families in all— 
which will give approximately, fifty-five men, sixty women and seventy-five children. 

The majority of these Indians have never entered into any treaty with the 
Government; those who have are stragglers from their reservers, and have been 
away for along time. Some are Assiniboines, but the greater num ber Crees. Polishing 
buffalo horns and selling them to passagers on the trains passing through is what 
they mainly depend upon for a living ; Some Indians have made as much as $7 or 
$8 some days by these means. 

They have also other ways of earning a livelihood, such as assisting the farmers 
at haying-time, gathering buffalo bones, which are shipped Hast for fertilizing pur- 
poses, and doing odd jobs about the towns. They seldom, however, remain long at 
any work which calls for much energy. As a whole they are a peaceable, fairly 
moral and well-behaved lot of Indians, they give very little trouble; the settlers do 
not complain about them, and only one or two have been convicted of any crime. 

Buffalo horns are fast becoming as scarce as the buffalo themselves. It will 
therefore only be a short time before the Indian loses this—as I have already stated— 
his principal source of maintenance. He will then either have to sink his dislike for 
hard work—as he has a great many of his other traditions—or take the treaty and 
live on the reserves with the other Indians, 


HALF-BREEDS, 


At Swift Current and neighborhood there is a shifting Halfbreed population, 
which averages about eighteen families, the number there at present, at Maple-Creek 
and vicinity, ten families, and at Medicine-Hat, five. A few at Swift Currentare engaged 
in freighting from that place to Battleford and other points in the north; others 
catch fish in a lake near there, and the remainderpolish and sell buffalo horns. The 
Half-breeds at Maple Creek and Medicine-Hat, with one or two exceptions, are more 
well-to-do, and some are among the most respected people in the community. Several 
Half-breeds reported at the Customs here on their way north, they having been in 
the United States since the Rebellion. Some of them were in very destitute circum- 
stances, and I had to give them slight assistance. 


PRAIRIE FIRES. 


The last summer and fall have, without doubt, been the worst experience the 
people in this country have had of the devastating prairie fire. From the beginning 
of March to the middle of November a day and night have scarcely passed during 
which we could not see somewhere on the horizon the columns of smoke, or at night 
the lurid glare in the sky of a prairie fire. 

Settlers have lost in some instances very heavily from this cause, their farm- 
buildings being burnt, &c. Hay-stacks all over the country have been destroyed, 
and this article, which was scarce anyway, on account of the dry season, has been 
made still more so by the fires burning up the best hay meadows. Added to all this 
the finest cattles ranges in the country have been burnt over, and it will be difficult 
to form an estimate of the injury the cattle-men will suffer if unluckily the 
approaching winter proves a hard one. Fighting prairie fires this year became most 
heartless work to both the police and settlers; no sooner were they put out in one 
place than they sprung up at another. Beside this, the unusually high winds which 
prevailed most of the time rendered the extinguishing of the fire an almost hopeless 
task. As to where the principal blame lies for this state of affairs, there can be no 
doubt. The fires in nearly every case are started by sparks from the engines of the 
Canadian Pacific and North-Western Coal and Navigation Company’s railway. We 
are unable to proceed against them, and it certainly appears these railways cannot 
help it. The Canadian Pacific Railway have put smoke arrestors, I understand, on 
their engines, but these become clogged up in such a manner that the engineers have 
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topunch holes in them, or take them off, in order to make sufficient draught for their 
fire. The settlers are not altogether blameless; they are quite apathetic until the 
prairie fires are burning all around them, when they suddenly awake to the fact that 
if they had set to work in the spring, when the ground was soft, they might have, by 
ploughing fire-breaks along the railway track, done a great deal towards diminishing 
s0 much destruction and loss. 

The farms of the Canadian Agriculturial Coal and Colonization Company have 
suffered as much as others, and Sir John Lister-Kaye, the manager, has a scheme 
which I think ought to be taken up. It is roughly, I believe, as follows: 

The railways and settlers, with the assistance of the police, join together in the 
spring and plough fire-breaks along each side of the railway tracks, and others 
branching out therefrom, to stop the fires spreading should they by any chance get 
away from the tracks. This of course would involve a great deal of work, but with 
an energetic co-operation on the part of every one,I certainly think the scheme 
feasible. A few fires have been started away from the railways altogether, and there 
have been two or three convictions this year of persons caught doing so. 

Perhaps the worst of all the fires was one in the beginning of April which 
originated between the Cypress and Sweet Grass Hills. It was started I think by some 

arties crossing over into the United States. The remains of their camp were found. 

his fire burnt for two weeks, entering the Cypress Hills at the west end and burning 
to the east, destroying in its path the remains of Old Fort Walsh, astable and part of a 
hay-stack belonging to one of the detachments, and much valuable timber. Our men 
have been sent on all occasions when a prairie fire was within reach, and have rendered 
much valuable service and saved a great deal of property. 


GENERAL WORK. 


The work throughout this year has been, on the whole, most satisfactory. Crime 
has been reduced ; offenders, with few exceptions, have been made to answer for their 
misdeeds, and there is no doubt that the activity of the police has prevented a great 
deal of lawlessness which might be looked for in a country such as this. 

In concluding my report, I wish to bring to your notice the satisfactory manner 
in which Inspector Davidson, commanding the detachment at Medicine Hat, fulfils 
the duties he is called upon to perform. He being the only other officer in the division, 
I am consequently alone at Maple Creek, and were it not for the thorough knowledge 
of his duties possessed by Sergeant-Major Wilde, I would find it difficult to attend to 
everything; for from the fact of the division occupying two barracks, the office work 
is particularly heavy. I have great pleasure also in acknowledging the assistance I 
have received from the other non-commissioned officers of the division. 

Accompanying this are the returns of criminal and other cases tried in this 
district, and of the mileage travelled by horses of “A” Division (not printed). 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
G. E. SANDERS. 
Inspector Commanding. 


The Commissioner, 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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APPENDIX M. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF INSPECTOR J. A. McGIBBON. 


Nortu-West Mountep Po.ics, 
Morven, 30th November, 1889. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit the following remarks re Manitoba detach- 
ment. 

At Morden I collect duty and issue permits for the Crown Timber Department. 

At Manitou, Corporal Snow collects the duty and issues timber permits. He cor- 
responds direct with the Inspector of Ports and does special work for the Custom’s 
Department. 

At Rhineland the men are stationed on the Walhalla trail. They issue “ Let 
Passes” to parties going to the United States side of the line; also, issue timber 
permits and patrol east to Gretna. 

At Burritt’s, 16-1-6 the men issue “ Let Passes” and look after timber, this town- 
ship being heavily timbered. They are stationed on a trail leading to Elkwood, Dakota. 

At Windygate the men issue “Let Passes.” They are on a trail which leads to 
Langdon, Dak., on the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway. Their chief work 
is to keep Dakota settlers from stealing wood from the Canadian side. At Snowflake 
the duty is the same as at Windygate. 

At Crystal City the men issue “ Let Passes,” also timber permits, and see that 
Dakota settlers who bring over wheat tobe ground take back the correct quantity 
of flour from the wheat brought over. They also look after Pilot Mound and 
Clearwater. 

At Cartwright the men issue “ Let Passes” and send people who have to pay 
duty to Killarney; they are stationed on a trail leading to Cartwright and Holmfield, 
from St. John and Bottineau. This is an important point. 

At Wakopa the men issue “Let Passes” and issue Timber Permits and watch 
trails leading to Deloraine, Boissevain and Killarney. 

At Sourisford they issue “Let Passes” and watch trails leading from Bottineau. 

At these points one man is always at the station to issue “Tet Passes”; the other 
on patrol. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


J. A. McGIBBON, 
Inspector. 


The Commissioner, 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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AvP. BEN DeIcxX oNg. 


Norra—West Mountep Potive—Distribution State of the Force by Divisions during 
the Summer of 1889. 
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Apprenpix N.—North-West Mounted Police—Distribution of the Force during the 
Summer of 1889—Concluded. 
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Apprnpix O.—North-West Mounted Police—Distribution of the Force by Divisions 
on 30th November, 1889. 
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Apprenprx O.—North-WestMounted Police—Distribution of the Force on the 30th 
November, 1889—Concluded. 
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ARPEN DI: 


ANNUAL REPORT OF SENIOR SURGEON A. JUKES, 1889. 


Rearna, N. W. T., 20th December, 1889. 


S1r,—I have the honour to place in your hands, to-day, my Eight Annual Report 
as Senior Surgeon of the North-West Mounted Police for the year expiring on the 
30th of November, 1889, accompanied by the annual reports of the Assistant 
Surgeons in medical charge of the various posts throughout these Territories for the 
year which has just expired. 

A careful examination of these reports shows, that apart from accidental 
injuries and surgical cases generally, the health of the force during the last twelve 
months has on the whole been fairly good, and though a large number of cases appear 
upon the sick reports, they have, with few exceptions, such as rheumatism, specific 
venereal affections and malarial fever of a mild type, been of a comparatively trifling 
nature and of short duration. 

With regard to the specific affections above referred to, I strongly endorse the 
remarks made in the report of Assistant Surgeon Bain, of Prince Albert, respecting 
General Order 384 of 1882, which orders hospital stoppages to be made for men 
suffering from diseases the result of their own indiscretion. I regard the operation 
of this General Order, wherever enforced, as mischievous, tending to increase 
rather than lessen the danger, both to individuals and the community at large, and 
have no hesitation in recommending in the strongest manner that its operation and 
enforcement be discontinued. Ifthis 1s done the presence of disease will at least 
become known, enabling such cases as occur to be isolated under proper hospital 
management; if not, a monthly examination of every man in the Force should be 
made, in order that its existence, if present, may be made known, and proper treat- 
ment be provided. This order, though not, so far as I can discover, retained in the 
printed “Regulations and Orders for the North-West Mounted Police,” is still in 
active operation at headquarters, and probably throughout the force, and unques- 
tionably with evil results. These diseases are by no means peculiar to the North- 
West Territories, but are unfortunately found every where throughout the civilized 
world, in all towns, cities, camps, garrisons, and wherever considerable numbers of 
young, unmarried men are congregated; and all unwise legislation enforced under 
penalty serves inevitably to aggravate rather than diminish the disastrous conse- 
quences of keeping its existence a secret, at least from the medical authorities. 

The large number of cases appearing upon the report of Assistant Surgeon 
Dodd at headquarters, may be accounted for in the following manner: Ist, because 
the number of men at headquartersis ordinarily much greater than at any other 
post ; 2nd, that all new recruits are first received here, where they become in a mea- 
sure acclimated, and get over the disagreable effects produced on all newcomers by 
the alkaline constituents of the water ; 3rd, that, so long as the “Regulations and 
Orders ” are complied with, no man is invalided from the force until be has first 
appeared for final examination and observation before the Senior Surgeon at head- 
Quarters, where they often remain for considerable periods under treatment, during 
which time their names appear often for several weeks together upon the daily sick 
report, whose length they tend very materially to increase, 

Four deaths only have occurred in this force during the year now terminated, 
two of which, both of “HK” Division, at Calgary, were caused by disease—namely, 
Regt. No. 1751, constable Leigh, of valvular disease of the heart, resulting from 
acute rheumatism ; and Regt. No. 2058, Constable John Masterton, suddenly of 
apoplexy. Of the remaining two, the first, Regt. No. 2181, Constable Alfred Perry, 
of “ K” Division Lethbridge, was accidentally drowned in fording the Belly River; 
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the last, Regt. No. 2329, Constable Albert Hirsch, of the Depét Division, Regina, 
committed suicide by shooting himself with his pistol, in barracks. 

On the night of 12th, June 1889, I left Regina on a short tour of inspection to 
the western posts, beginning with “E” Division at Calgary, where I arrived early 
on the morning of the 14th, on which day I made a thorough examination of the 
drugs, instruments and medical appliances at the old hospital, the new one not being 
yet completed, taking, at the same time, a complete list of all instruments and sur- 
gical appliances found there. The drugs I found in good condition, and ample for all 
probable contingencies for some time to come. ‘The instruments, of which I made a 
complete examination and inventory were numerous, and amply sufficient for the 
requirements of the post, the majority of these being in fair condition. 

On the 15th of June, I examined and subsequently reported to the Commissioner 
upon the case of Regt. No. 1971, Constable Birtwell, whom 1 found in Hospital at 
Calgary, and who, thirty-two days previously, received a severe injury of the left 
forearm by being thrown over the head of his horse, which, had put his foot in a 
badger hole, some forty miles north of Calgary, on the Edmonton trail, on the 14th 
of May. He arrived at the Calgary hospital, where he first received medical treat- 
ment, on the 17th. When first seen by me, on the 32nd day after the receipt of the 
injury, the arm was not in as satisfactory a condition as could be desired; but under 
proper management and care was, in my opinion, clearly capable of being restored 
to perfect usefulness, This opinion I then expressed, and suggested to the Assistant- 
Surgeon in charge the course I thought should be pursued. Assistant-Surgeon Aylen 
arrived from Battleford a few days (four or five) later, and took the place of Assis- 
tant-Surgeon Paré, at a period when nothing beyond the recommendations already 
made by me, efficiently carried out, were necessary to restore the motion and use 
of the elbow joint; any obscure fracture which may originally have existed having 
already united. Had Assistant-Surgeon Paré remained in charge of the case, I have 
no doubt the result would have been equally favourable. I have as yet had no 
opportunity of examining the new hospital, recently opened at this post, since it was 
completed and occupied ; but, judging from what ] saw of it in an unfinished condi- 
tion, it should be one of the most perfect in the Territories for the purposes required. 

On leaving Calgary I proceeded vi@ Dunmore, at which station I was met by 
Assistant-Surgeon Fraser, to Lethbridge and Fort Macleod, leaving him in medical 
charge of the latter post. 

At that period a portion of the small hospital provided by the Galt Mining 
Company for their employées was used by “ K” Division, at Lethbridge, as a tempo- 
rary hospital, since which period a small but sufficient hospital has been specially 
provided by the Department, which I have not yet seen. Little sickness, in the 
absence of all zymotic diseases, should exist at this post, the location of which I 
regard as one of the most salubrious in the North-West Territories. Almost the 
entire stock of drugs at this post was destroyed by fire in January last. New and 
complete supplies of medical stores have since, from time to time, been forwarded. 
The furniture for the new hospital was long since ordered through the Commissioner. 

Proceeding from Lethbridge, I visited and inspected the hospital at Fort 
Macleod, where, as at all other posts, an adequate supply of all necessary medicines 
and surgical instruments is maintained. At some of the posts, owing to the frequent 
shifting of assistant surgeons, each of whom wants, and requisitions soon after his 
arrival, for special preparations, which his predecessor, and probably his successor, 
may not be in the habit of using: a great variety of such articles exist, some of 
them in considerable quantities, many of which may not be favored by the medical 
officer temporarily occupying the position of assistant surgeon there. In one case, 
that of Maple Creek, considerable quantities of old, and for the most part deterio- 
rated, stock had accumulated, much of which had been transferred seven years 
ago from old Fort Walsh. I had a quantity sent to Regina, and such as was not 
spoiled by age and exposure was taken upon the stock of the “ Drug Supply,” and 
the worthless articles condemned by me and destroyed, but in other cases I have 
preferred leaving everything as it stands; because, were I to remove them, the next 
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assistant surgeon occupying the post may perhaps on his arrival requisition at once 
for the very articles which were removed as not being required by his predecessor. 

The next Post examined by me was Medicine Hat, on the South Saskatchewan, 
where a considerable detachment of “A” Division is permanently stationed. A few 
rooms in one of the barrack buildings are here used for hospital purposes, at present 
under the care of Staff Sergeant Tullock, a very competent non-commissioned officer, 
formerly with me in the hospital at Regina. I found everything here in excellent 
order ; only a few men were left in charge of the outpost, the majority having been 
detached on patrol duty south of the Cypress Hills. A small but well-selected stock 
of drugs, sufficient for all probable requirements, is maintained here, and it is occa- 
sionally visited by Assistant Surgeon Haultain, the highly efficient medical officer 
lately appointed Assistant Surgeon to “A” Division at Maple Creek, to which post 
I proceeded after my inspection of Medicine Hat. 

I was glad to find on my arrival at Maple Creek that a great improvement had 
been effected in the water supply at that post, and that the new well furnishing 
drinking water to “A” Division, whose headquarters are here, had at length been 
provided. The water now in use is a great improvement upon that obtained from 
the old source, and appears to be sufficient in quantity. The greater part of this 
division being engaged during the summer months in patrolling the great plains 
lying between the Cypress Hills and the international boundary line, only a few men 
remain in barracks during that period; but all cases of injury or sickness requiring 
medical or surgical treatment are brought in for that purpose to.the headquarters 
post of the Division, and during six or seven months of every year the greater part of 
“A” Division is at this post. It is, therefore, absolutely necessary that a competent 
hospital should be provided there. For many years I have directed the attention of 
the Department to this important matter, the condition of the old building, hitherto 
used of necessity as a hospital, being so irredeemably bad that the chances of a 
patient suffering from any severe form of disease, and necessarily confined therein, 
in any but the finest weather, would be of the worst. I have already on former 
occasions said so much upon this important subject that nothing remains to be added 
on that score. The building is simply unfit for habitation, and especially so for the 
reception and proper care of the sick. One patient is at the present time unfortu- 
nately confined there, and it is found almost impossible, even by nailing up blankets 
as screens about his bed, to render his condition tolerable. The building is not worth 
repairing, and any more money expended would be simply thrown away. It is not 
fair either to the sick or to the surgeon placed in charge of them that such diffi- 
culties should be permitted any longer to stand in the way of affording every care 
and comfort necessary to insure success in the management of such diseases and 
injuries as are at all times possible to men of this force; and I most urgently recom- 
mend that a small, comfortable hospital, such as has recently been erected at Leth- 
bridge, be provided as early as possible in the spring of 1890. 

The report of Acting Assistant-Surgeon Tofield, in medical charge of “G” 
Division at Fort Saskatchewan, shows that the health of the men stationed at that 

ost has been, as usual, remarkably good. It is a matter for sincere congratulation 
that it has been so as, in case of the outbreak of any form of sickness at this post, 
the hospital accommodation at the surgeon’s disposal is practically nil, as a glance 
at the report referred to will show. My report of 1886 especially mentioned the 
situation of this post as “a highly salubrious one,” which good and well deserved 
reputation it has continuously maintained; but conditions may very possibly arise 
by which disease might be imported, either from the growing town of Edmonton, in 
its neighborhood, or by immigrant settlers coming into the Territories, and especially 
some of the contagious eranthemata, under which circumstances the want of proper 
hospital accommodation would entail increased danger and suffering upon all. More 
than this: it should be borne in mind that the very nature of the duties required of 
and performed daily by members of this force renders them liable to accidents and 
injuries to a much greater extent than ordinary civilians; and it is in my Opinion 
of great importance to the efficiency, health and well being of the very widely 
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separated “divisions,” that some adequate hospital accommodation, however 
limited in extent, should be provided at every one of the larger posts (the sooner 
the better), and that these should be regularly inspected at proper seasons by the 
Principal Medical Officer. Under the “ Regulations and Orders for the North-West. 
Mounted Police,” this important matter has been established by “regulation;” it 
being wisely decreed that “the Principal Medical Officer at headquarters will, at 
least once in each year, proceed to the various districts and posts for the purpose of 
inspecting the hospitals,” &c. 

The post at Battleford has not been visited by me since the occasion of the 
serious outbreak of malarial fever in the autumn of 1886, when I visited it with the 
Commissioner in the latter part of September of that year, at which time I spent, 
some days in the old Post there. Since then, I understand, an entirely new post 
with a very commodious Peres has been established near the site of the old one, 
but the new post has never been visited or inspected by me, my duties as senior 
surgeon having been for the most part confined to the personal performance of the 
enormous amount of office work connected with the medical department at head- 
Quarters; the whole of which, in addition to many other equally important duties, 
have, during that entire period, been performed personally by myself alone; and 
during the last four years especially, owing to the largely augmented strength of the 
force, this great and steadily increasing amount of office work, and the continuous 
confinement it necessarily entails, has become a great burden. Various opportu- 
nities during these years have been kindly afforded me, for visiting eastern Canada, 
with relation to the selection and purchase of the annual medical supplies, or as 
examining medical officer for recruits, and have been accepted by me asa great boon ; 
but on all these occasions the inevitable office work to which I have referred has, 
during my absence, been steadily piling up behind me, all of which had to be over- 
taken and cleared off on my return, in addition to keeping up my regular current 
duty. It is possible that these visits, under present arrangements for the drug sup- 
ply, may be no longer necessary ; but the time hitherto occupied by that duty can 
be spent with equal advantage to the eee service and to myself, in making the 
annual inspections required by the ‘“ Regulations and Orders;” some arrangement 
at the same time may be made, by which the Assistant Surgeon, during my absence, 
may perform a considerable part of the ordinary office duty, hitherto devolving upon 
myself alone. 

It will be observed in the annual reports of Assistant Surgeons herewith for- 
warded that comparatively few cases of endemic malarial fever have occurred among 
the men during the year now closed, and that these have been of short duration and 
of an unusually mild and benignant character, no fatal case having been recorded. 
The reasons for this will be at once comprehended by those familar with the condi- 
tions upon which the presence and intensity of this disease, in all cases and every- 
where, depend, when it is remembered that the past summer has been one of the 
coolest and most equitable which has occurred in these Territories for manyycars, and 
that malarial fever of a severe and malignant type, though not solely dependent upon 

this especial factor, is never found of a severe and malignant character unassociated 
with long, continued and very high ranges of summer temperature, which, during the 
past season, have nowhere in these Territories prevailed. It is true that the summer 
and autumn months have been with us preternaturally dry, and that the water in the 
North Saskatchewan, and indeed throughout the Territories, has been unprecedentedly 
low, thus laying bare, for many weeks, vast areas of low and ordinarily marshy flats, 
mud banks and exposed river bed, ordinarily covered with water; and had a very 
high diurnal average temperature prevailed during the summer and autumn months, 
then, from the concurrence of these two causes, the summer of 1889 would have been 
long remembered as the most fatal year in their history, so far as we have any 
accurate knowledge of it; but fortunately, though the seasons referred to have 
proved so unprecedentedly dry that the North Saskatchewan at Battleford could be 
crossed with a “ buckboard,” the average diurnal temperature during the summer and 
autumn months has been remarkably low, and to this happy though unusual circum- 
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stance, must be attributed our fortunate exemption from all serious and fatal forms of 
malarious disease. 

I have now reached a point in my annual report at which my personal knowledge 
of the North-West Mounted Police posts ceases. I must therefore leave the excellent 
report of Acting Assistant-Surgeon Bain, of Prince Albert, to speak for itself. Ihave 
already referred to a portion of this report as eminently worthy of consideration. The 
epidemic influenza reported by Dr. Bain as prevailing at Prince Albert in April and 
May last appeared about the same time very generally at Regina, where a large 
number of cases occurred which have been recorded generally on the annual sick 
report as “colds,” by the Assistant-Surgeon; the only cases distinctly shown as 
‘“ influenza”’ being referrable to the days when, during the absence of the Assistant, 
Surgeon, I personally presided at sick parade, and some of these cases came before 
me. 

The necessity for a small hospital at Prince Albert, so reasonably asked for in 
Dr. Bain’s report, must be apparent. Ihave elsewhere referred to the subject of 
hospitals in this report. No headquarter post of any division should continue 
without one. The remoteness of Prince Albert and the difficulty and danger of 
transferring any serious or important case to headquarters renders it doubly neces- 
sary that a small hospital such as has recently been erected at Lethbridge, should, as 
soon as possible, be provided at Prince Albert also, and I strongly recommend that 
this suggestion be complied with as soun as spring opens. 

Not only at Prince Albert, but at Lethbridge and various other posts, certain 
surgical instruments and appliances have been asked for, both last year and this. I 
have no copies-of these requisitions, which are not always sent in duplicate, the 
annual reports asking for them having been forwarded to Ottawa. A list of all 
surgical instruments and appliances still necessary at the various hospitals should be 
asked for separately from the Assistant-Surgeon at each post, early in the spring of 
1890, or before; and the senior surgeon should be permitted to select and order these 
personally when an opportunity occurs for his visiting Ontario, as instruments sent 
‘up on ordinary requisition are not always satisfactory. 

The whole of the posts throughout the Territories have long since been provided 
from headquarters with such additions to the medical stores already on hand as will 
complete their efficiency and maintain them, at least until lst May, 1890, but no 
annual medical supplies for the year 1889-90 having been forwarded from Kastern 
Canada as heretofore, and the stock at the drug supply store, Regina, having run com- 
paratively low, it has been found necessary to purchase some of those required for this 
purpose at Regina. As little as possible has been purchased, and under ordinary cir- 
cumstances nothing more is likely to be required until the spring. I think I am justified 
in recommending that hereafter, at least s0 long as perfectly satisfactory arrange- 
ments can be made here, and the quality of the drugs furnished is as good as of those 
we have hitherto received from Montreal or Toronto, that no annual supplies, at 
least of drugs, be forwarded from Eastern Canada for the ensuing year; or, if any, 
then only a large and full assortment on requisition for the drug supply, as early as 
possible in the spring of 1890, as I think one year’s experience will make it manifest 
that moderate supplies forwarded from time to time from headquarters on requisition 
to make good definite articles of stock at the various posts as they become exhausted 
and need replenishment will, without impairing the efficiency of the service, be 
much more economical, This proposition, whether permanently adopted or not, is 
certainly worthy of one year’s trial. In the meantime, I forward herewith the annual 
requisitions for drugs and hospital appliances, accompanying the reports of assist- 
tant surgeons exactly as they were received by me. 

As regards both instruments and hospital furniture, sueh as_bedsteads, 
mattresses, pillows, bolsters, easy chairs, &c., and all hospital appliances, I recom- 
mend that these, with the surgical instruments required, be purchased in Eastern 
Canada, after proper examination and selection, as they are obtainable there of a 
better quality and at a less price, even including transport, than those obtainable at 
Winnipeg, and definite instructions should be given me as to the course to be pur- 
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sued with respect to these, so that those which are indispensable may be provided 
without unnecessary delay. 


The following Annual Reports of Assistant-Surgeons, are herewith forwarded as | 
received by me :— 

Annual Report of Assistant-Surgeon Aylen, “E” Division, Calgary. 

Annual Report of Assistant-Surgeon Paré, “C”’ Division, Battleford. 

Annual Report of Assistant-Surgeon Dodd, Depot and “B” Divisions, Regina. 


Annual Report of Assistant-Surgeon Fraser, “D” and “H” Divisions, Fort 
Macleod. 


Annual Report of Assistant-Surgeon Haultain, “A” Division, Maple Creek. 
Annual Report of Acting Assistant-Surgeon Bain, “F” Division, Prince Albert. 
Annual Report of Acting Assistant-Surgeon Mewburn, “K” Division, Lethbridge. 


Annual Report of Acting Assistant-Surgeon Tofield, “G” Division, Fort Saskat- 
chewan. 


A. JUKES, M.B., 
Senior Surgeon. 
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ASE PEND LX iQ: 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT-SURGEON P. AYLEN, 1889. 


CaLaaRy, 7th December, 1889. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit for your information my annual report for the 
year ended the 30th of November, 1889. 

The first half of the past year [ was stationed at Battleford and had medical 
charge of “C” Division. Nothing of importance occurred at this post, except a very 
mild epidemic of malaria fever which appeared last May. I am happy to say that all 
my cases made good recoveries after an average of eleven days’ illness, 

The sanitary condition of this post is excellent. 

The barrack rooms are well drained and ventilated. I handed over the Battleford 
hospital to Sergeant Heap in spleudid condition. The stock of drugs and instruments 
are complete and in good condition. 

The beds and bedding are in first-class condition and ample for that post. 

“C” Division has a fine, healthy lot of men, and with the exception of an occa- 
sional accident and a case of malaria fever, no illness of any importance is recorded, 
Venereal diseases are unknown among this troop. On the 15th of May last I took 
medical charge of “‘ E” Division, stationed at Calgary. 

The only patient in hospital was Regt. No. 1971, Constable Birtwell, suffering 
trom a fractured head of radius with considerable laceration of the lateral ligaments 
of the right elbow joint. The injury was due to the man being thrown from his 
horse while on patrol. When I took charge of the case the joint was completely 
anchylosed and greatly swollen, and consequently, I was unable to make out the frac- 
ture for some few days until I reduced the swelling. I am happy to say that after a 
long and painful treatment he made a good recovery, gaining all the movements of 
the joint. On the 25th of June I recommended Regl. No. 2207, Constable Craig, to 
be discharged. He was an opium eater, and unfit for service in this force—discharged 
on the 24th July. 

August 16.—Reg. No. 1167, Constable Jackson, was admitted to hospital 
suffering from rheumatic fever attacking the left shoulder and elbow joint. During 
his illnesss perécarditis complicated his disease, and for some time I was doubtful of 
his recovery, but after a long and painful illness he made a good recovery. This is 
the first case of acute rheumatism I have seen in the force, 

August 16.—I moved into the new hospital, which is a very substantial building 
and ample for all the patients at this post. The clerk of Public Works is putting in 
a system of ventilation which I think will work nicely. 

It is my painful duty to record the death of Reg. No. 1751, Constable Leigh. He 
was admitted to hospital on the 18th of September, suffering from asthma or dyspnea 
complicated with valvular disease of the heart. On the 25th of September he 
recovered, and at his own request was returned to duty. On the evening of 21st of 
October he was brought to hospital suffering severly from dyspne. On examining 
him I found the mitral valves obstructed and the lungs congested. On the 26th 
of October dropsy set in, and gradually increased, until he died on the morning of 
20th of November. 

I called in Dr. Lafferty in consultation in this case, and he agreed with me that 
there was no hope for him. The sanitary conditions of this barrack are very good. 
The barrack-rooms, and in fact all the outbuildings, are well drained and ventilated. 

The men at this post are in good condition and health. Nothing of importance 
occurred during the last six months, except the above mentioned cases. 

The drugs and instruments are in good condition, and with a small additional 
supply of the drugs in every day use, will be ample for the year. 
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I cannot close this report without informing you of the great assistance Staff 
Sergeant Wallace has been to me during the past six months. He is an industrious, _ 
skilful and temperate young man. 


I enclose herewith the sick report for the year ended 30th of November, 1889. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


P. AYLEN, M.D., 
Assistant Surgeon. 


The Commissioner, 
Nortn-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
DisEAsEs treated in the Calgary Hospital, for the Year ended 30th November, 1889. 
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Constitutional Diseases. 
Rheumatign acute nin steers coer 20 fe mers i 67 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
do musculareeacs-coie soeee 34 69 do do 
Bilious fey eras: ots. o5 soe se eee eee if 5 do do 
Local Dienee Nese System. 
Cerebralicongestiony. 7.2.5.6 sacs ee i 3 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
Meningitis ie: Srna Gree ee eee il 59 |Civilian sent to Winnipeg hospital. 
SENECA eee eins Phe Bt ee RGM eae eatin 1 11 do Selkirk, Man. 
Wephailal latest aaiedt a stacy reer re tees 9 9 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
Tombagonnne.ncescsucs kao eae ee 4 9 do do 
NGtiral pis Ac isu ras ea cee tie oreo tea 2 2 do do 
Mi val oie vt. een tactic te peers 2 2 do do 
Respiratory System. 
Coughvand’coldiRy cure sear eee 41 28 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
MOG: DOTOAt sane cttecs ears, ca cles yreteeeieas ual if do do 
Coldvand'soreithroatqe. |... sa.sncenn: Ale 10 do do 
COIS C yates it as cere reo aaa 2 13 do do 
Ucoratad [ab gets) eer artey a Terao ace 2 i do do 
IP Gut Ves te tei Saree cer ote eee il 4 do do 
PAULINA eae cis ere emir et clei oe. ee tee eration if 7 do do 
Digestive System. 
MST OUSIOSS yc coven utes siktiren cia ee 18 18 |Recovered ; returned to duty 
Constipationy thc, sort roe oun eee ne 9 9 do 
DO BCR TERY Sui ha, cae hod ta Dade vtech aanaronnte 1 8 do do 
AD TANI Oe a esevact cMrstas steers. cy? SR ee 30 12 do do 
Iemornnoldsrce-b emren cone ose 2 4 do do 
Indi pestionsietec ten ten tet oon eee 3 1 1 do do 
IDYSPepSiarach ars Pies tie ates nore ee 1 44 do do 
Ey philibespeanees coten cvs ots hacasieter oe 1 2 do do 
LOMeTHe an Cadene Aone ORC opera ace Aes aoe 1 2 do do 
Cutaneous System 
SOLVENTS py aegiens, Se teh arcdsiersceroya. hoo sa ES 1 3 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
HiCZOMOs teeter cenit Orne. ainda omens 2 4 do do 
Genito-Urinary System 
Gouormbhceanprsere ees ci erase ot rreanrsa eae 3 24 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
Gonorrheeal rheumatism................. 1 15 oO do 
Henalicongestion is s:..4hiew san os ae temas il il do do 
PM a vvibiWhAe ss aepodat Ce On Orie nO nee abe 1 2 do do 
Circulatory System. 
‘Palpitationromheanbine oa-senereciece ces ver i 4 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
Mitral obstrictrona.. cena uen eek bie 1 62 |Died of general dropsy, 20th November, 1 a.m. 
Surgery. 
A DCOSS a ias Meso cont tay Ses olake oars eta eae il 16 |Civilian, still under treatment. 
Amputation of lege rrrmecicss «ee etieee 1 38 do discharged 
Fractured head of radius, with laceration 
of lateral ligaments...... ...........5. il 94 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
wprained elbow, joint, wyacees a siaeiciceae 3 23 do do 
Minor sureenya wae aise etree 57 17 do do 
Ophthalmology and Otology. 
Conjunctivitis awies irae eee 1 1 |Recovered ; returned to duty. 
Otirrhceas ey sais. sree eae ere nee 1 2 do do 
Special Service 
Opiumbentercn sack segiviovce ome etoe eee if 24 |Discharged on the 24th of July, 1889. 


P, AYLEN, M. D., 
Assistant Surgeon. 
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APE END Tak sk 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT-SURGEON L. A. PARE, 1889. 


BATTLEFORD, 30th November, 1889. 


Siz,—I have the honour to tender you my annual report for this post for the 
year ended 30th November, 1889. 

Having been ordered from Calgary on 21st June, I took medical charge of this 
post on 30th June. 

I am happy to state that the general health of the men of this district has been 
good throughout the year. I am also happy to say that the fear—the well grounded 
fear—expressed by Assistant-Surgeon Aylen in his report for 1888, of an epidemic of 
fever in this post if the season was dry, has not been justified by fact. 

All conditions of weather, &c., seemed to favor such an outbreak, for it has 
been an exceptionally dry season, the rivers and creeks were very low—in fact, 
sloughs, little lakes, &c., which in the memory of the oldest inhabitants were never 
known to be dry, were so this year. Ifto this is added the fact of the absolute 
absence of vegetables, which, on account of the failure of the crop in this part of the 
country, it has proved impossible to procure, we have, I think, great cause to con- 
gratulate ourselves at our escape. 

As compensation for the absence of vegetables, large quantities of lime juice were 
allowed the men. In fact no restriction was placed on the issue. 

The use of lime juice has been highly recommended by all authorities in the 
absence of vegetables, and its efficacy in the prevention and cure of diseases attribu- 
table to the absence of vegetables is, I may say, universally admitted. Might not its 
very liberal use, together with other means, viz, strict disinfection, &c., have some- 
what contributed in preventing the outbreak of an epidemic which everything seemed 
to prognosticate. I mention this merely for two reasons: first, on account of all the 
circumstances considered by all authorities as being most favorable to an outbreak 
of this special fever being present at this post this year; second, on account of the 
researches that the medical profession of the Territories propose to make on the 
nature, origin, causes and treatment of this fever. 

There has been this spring and again this fall, as the daily reports show, some 
febrile symptoms amongst our men, but they quickly subsided under the influences 
of a few doses of quinine and the treatment usually followed in these cases. 

There were 321 cases treated in this hospital during the year, much the same 
number as last year. The cases are also much as usual, most ot them being mere 
functional disturbances. The cases of adenitis, epididymitis, bruises, sprains, flesh 
wounds &c., are mostly due to accidents occurring to our artisans or to men while 
riding or handling horses. The number of these cases, taking into consideration the 
large amount of riding and the constant handling of horses by our men, is small and 
reflects credit on the carefulness of the men and the gentleness of the horses. The 
gun wound (face and eyes) were injuries resulting from the accidental explosion 
of a Winchester rifle cartridge, on which case I have already had the honour of sub- 
mitting to you a special detailed report, and so will refrain from giving any further 
particulars. Reg. No. 1814, Constable Grant, the victim of the accident is now very 
well and doing active duty on detachment. His sight is almost as good as ever, 
though both eyes bear quite marked cicatrices, the left eye especially. 

The men’s quarters are now quite comfortable; and each man has 1,200 feet of 
breathing space. The window space is somewhat below the proportion recommended 
by authorities on construction of military hospital and barracks, but our dwellings 
are so advantageously situated, there is such an expanse of open prairie and conse- 
quently such an amount of perfectly pure air all around them with no shops or any- 
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thing in the vicinity to pullute it, that it matters not so much now, especially if we 
take into consideration the region we live in, and also the amount of ventilation, 
known as spontaneous ventilation, which must necessarily take place in all the build- 
ings of this region, Sunlight and pure air are the best and cheapest disinfectants and 
they are at our doors and windows in all their purity and with all their purifying 
and vivifying properties, why not take advantage of them and admit them as freely 
as possible. No chemical substances, skilfully used as they may be can equal sun- 
light, ventilation and cleanliness as antiseptics. 

Mentioning cleanliness (our men are noted for their neatness, cleanliness, &c., 
the reports from head-quarters are there to justify this assertion) ; but mentioning 
cleanliness I must say that I greatly regret the absence of a bath-room at this post. I 
have drawn the attention of our commanding officer, Superintendent Antrobus, to this 
deficiency, and so fully alive is he to the necessity that he has already provided a 
temporary one; but I would suggest that a permanent one of easy access be built. This 
was also one of the wise suggestions of my predecessor here, Assistant Surgeon 
Aylen, in his annual report of last year, to which I beg leave to refer you. 

The greatest care has been paid to the distribution of disinfectants about the 
post. I found it advisable in the latter part of August and part of September to use 
a weak solution of permanganate of potash in the water barrels, for when the water 
got very low in the river it emitted a particularly weedy smell. This would point 
to the necessity of securing another source of supply for such possible contingencies. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


L, A. PARE, 
Assistant Surgeon. 


To L. W. Hercoemer, Esq,, 
Commissioner N. W. M. Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
ANNUAL Sick Report for the Year ended 30th November, 1889. 


Disease. 


iBlistereditcetanc as; ten ac ton ce 
IOs saat Adon ibn ckto eh ¢ 
BB rONCICIS 4 ps ye eis eo ee io ee 
EBIUWISES Meenas Scncrsiere ea 


@atarriimnasalayen see eee 
Ghancre semitone see ee 
Conjunctivitismern ern eee 
Coldsiand coughsi...-.)-c00..) 
Constipation 4a, exces. wee: 


(DV SDEDSIA Ts Sere ete cc c e 
Deaineastes. eens Bethe nee ee 


HATACHE Md Ak eee 
iM piclidiyanitismenyaer Geer ete 
ileshtwoundseee Maen eaeiace ee 


Gastric disturbance............ 
Gumboileyers esses Be kare 
Gun shot wound, face and eyes... 
Pocmorrnod arene eee eer 
eadachen.catn. see ates 


Odontal pia Wien Aare eae. dinate 


Otorries Se Ans aeeleet a eee 
Obitisterme ear tre cee ees 
iPleuribicypalnee ee rere 
Retention of urine .............. 
Rheumatism se Geena 
SOLO LIDS enero ey tance ge 
a DAC Kite eee ere tare te , 


SPralns eager see aol sate 
Stricture... 4.) 2 Aronerctegeicte, d opers ee 


Wileerof comeasss ee eee 
Vertigo: Seren ace ap iroottes 
\Viaricose¥veins\: aa aae een. 


Number of 
Cases 


o> 
COS OO RR RHE PRE DRO 
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Boe peop 
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BDHOTH HH REE De OH pS 
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Number of 
Days. 
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OU OUD bo CLOT bo G9 GO 
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Average 
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1 


Se 
Ret wR OW EL 


Noh 


dee 


Ko AKO 


Chobe 


OT OTH eee 
we 


an 


© bet at ped pet 
hee 


Bee 


Surgeon’s Remarks. 


Recovered ; returned to duty. 

One from last year. 

Recovered ; returned to duty. 
d d 


oO to) 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 


One under treatment. 
Recovered ; returned to duty. 
d d 


fe) fe) 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 


Hearing still dull. 

Shoulder and finger ; both recovered and re- 
turned to duty. 

Recovered ; returned to duty, 

One under treatment. 


Recovered ; returned to duty. 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 


One from last year. 
Recovered ; returned to duty. 
d 


fo) do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 
L. A. PARE. 


Assistant Surgeon. 
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Aa Dalene Dirbe Xan: 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT-SURGEON H. DODD, 1889. 


Regina, 2nd December, 1889. 


Siz,—I have the honour to submit to you my third annual report, covering the 
period between 1st December, 1888, and the present date. 

The health of the men under my charge, it is pleasant to be able to report, has 
greatly improved, no serious accidents or cases of illness have occurred, indeed the 
diseases that have been prevalent were mainly colds, rheumatism and a few cases 
of fever of a simple type. 

The sick parade still remains small and the percentage of men reporting conti- 
nues to be light. The recruits who have come under my notice during the year are 
in every respect satisfactory in point of physique ; indeed a finer body of men than 
that of the force, and those coming into it, could hardly be found in any regiment 
in the world. 

It is regretted by me that no action has been taken to prevent the loss of the 
valuable rainwater which might be collected by means of the large roof of the 
hospital. That this should be saved for hospital purposes was pointed out last year, 
and it was further remarked that, unless proper eave troughs were put on the 
building, injury to the foundation would occur. As a matter of fact damage has 
already become apparent. The expense of catching the water would be small, since 
a large cistern lies within some twenty yards of the building: only eave troughs 
are needed. A further improvement required at the hospital is a bath room, which 
could be obtained by raising the roof above the kitchen, In this additional space 
baths and a water-heater could be placed, and no doubt space could be found for a 
proper earth closet which is greatly needed for patients who cannot be allowed to 
go outside, as they have to do at present. A side-walk is much needed to the hospital, 
and it requires this convenience as much as any other building in the Barracks, the 
sick parade having to travel some two hundred yards every morning at 8.30 a.m., 
wet or dry, muddy or deep in snow. 

Last year an improvement in the economy of the hospital was mentioned, and 
the deserts of Constable West were put before you. ‘This year the good effects of 
leaving the same men constantly on the staff have been very clearly noticeable, 
and the wise promotion of Constable West to the rank of Sergeant has given him the 
power of control that he needed, and which he has exercised well and discreetly. 
Indeed, of the whole of my staff, 1 am glad to be able to speak highly. It would be 
very convenient and expedient to have them entirely released from drill which they 
now have to attend and which frequently occurs at times when their presence in 
the wards is essential to the welfare of the patients and the order of the hospital. 
To so release them would be but reasonable, as the duties they now have are gene- 
rally heavy. 

The Guard Room, which it is part of my duty to visit daily, has always been 
found clean and in as excellent sanitary condition as it can be kept. 

The treatment of prisoners, speaking from a professional standpoint, is good, 
cleanliness and regularity of habit and liberal diet are all secure to them, as was 
reported last year. 

The Chief Provost Staff Sergeant Pigott deserves commendation for the manner 
in which he attends to the bodily comfort and health of his charges, a part of his duty 
which falls under my especial supervision, As, in the absence of a territorial goal, 
both civilians and police prisoners are held in the barrack guard-room, the public 
may be interested to know from myself that prisoners receive proper treatment when 
confined there. 
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The drugs on hand, as expected and stated by me in my last report, have lasted 
through the year, with very little replenishment from the supply store. I consider 
the stock still large enough to need very little augmentation. 

Before concluding this report, I would add that in few forces would so few cases 
of malingering occur as among the police of this force. They are keen in the per- 
formance of their duties, and so far as those are concerned who come into contact 
with me, seem to be ready and willing to perform every duty, reasonably put upon 
them. ‘To my own staff especially praise is to be given. 

Most respectfully submitting the following report, together with the annual sick 
report, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
HENRY DODD, M.R.CS.L., 
Assistant Surgeon. 


The Commissioner 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
ANNUAL Sick Report for Year ended 30th November, 1889. 


Disease. 


Medical Cases. 


Abdominal injury... 
IReeblesnancd meen ecmete nearer 
WWilceratedsthroataraece reset 
Tonsillitis. 


nitluenZar.cnasoy ween a asrtreve rat 
Conjunctivitise eee eee ; 
Ta pOWOUMIy terse Blore. 2 reiterates) > 
IPSOMIASIS.ocat Seema sitet 
Shinglen rssh, encaneneccre anetares core 
ID ysenter yan. cicises yo.es since omnes 
Dyspepsia sce nsee secre cee 
OWonstipationhae-raccen aden eeee 
WOlC Fs ee riarecime cone saictet oe 


Diptherites. oct oiree oats 
umbaronre se tec. csoen ose. 
Rheumatism wae cree 


WClati canes lance cae ahh ote 
Hever (simple) yacuer sc clecieeeiense 
Effects of typhilitis.............. 
INephritispemeseneeteee sneer 
Hemoptisis...... rset cee ace: tiie 


Surgery and Minor Surgery, 


Gunshot wounds..-..04.<6e-ee.0s 
IDislocationsten eee ree 


iKacks fromunoOrsessn is inverter os 
Bleshswoundssasee- a4 «> ese oan. 
Hemorrhoids........ SES OCC Hobe 
iDeatnesstenn Lr oo esestioneee. 
Dy DUIlis tener ters seers eters 
IH TOSt Ditmar err ae er nen ces 

Sabanlouskeystasaacaceeeeeniemels 
Carbuncle 


Sooo @ Mue © 8 6 #6610608) 4) 0.0) s, « 


Ingrowing toe nails.. ...... .... 
Scaldedshand sees ee 


Gow teeter nme te cin nt ae 


o le 


Pr eC eC et er eC Pc er ae War at Se 


Synovitis 


Hae ae 
Gonorrhea 


Number of 
cases. 


eo 


ar 
Cr9tN © He 


ee 


_ 


a 
Pee phe OPN DWHEOOOCNNN OHHH 


8 Non, 


ORE HEN H HHH ONE wW SOHH 


Number of 
Days 


Average 
Duration. 


24 |Recovered and returned to duty. 
23 fe) do 
24% |3 cases under treatment, 15 recovered and re- 
turned to duty. 
5 |Recovered and returned to duty. 
15$ do do 
9 do do 
15 |Invalided. 
19 |Recovered and returned to duty. 
28 
26 do do 
25 do do 
43 do do 
6,°,'48 recovered ; 2 under treatment. 
44 |1 case invalided ; 4 returned to duty. 
13 |Invalided. 
8,8,|Recovered and returned to duty. 
TF do do 
3 do do 
224 |1 case invalided ; 1 returned to duty. 
164 |2 invalided ; 6 returned to duty. 
65 |Recovered and returned to duty. 
7 do do 
ila wee as 
0) ) 
9 do do 
et do do 
2 do do 
3 do do 
14 do do 
13 do do 
10 do do 
3 do do 
9 do do 
iit do do 
53 do do 
12 |Invalided. 


Surgeon’s Remarks. 


Recovered and returned to duty. 


Invalided. 

Recovered and returned to duty. 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 


2 cases under treatment, 6 returned to duty. 


4 {Recovered and returned to duty. 
11% |1 under treatment ; 5 returned to duty. 


HENRY DODD, 
Assistant Surgeon. 
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ABR NeD Lxael: 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT-SURGEON 8. M. FRASER, M.D. 


Norru-West Movuntep Poticg, 
Fort Macteop, 30th November, 1889. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit to you this, my annual report for the year 
ended 30th November, 1889. 

I took medical charge of this post on the 19th June last, subsequent to which 
time the health of the men has been exceptionally good when the amount of expo- 
sure to which they are subjected is considered ; the last few months being principally 
characterized by coughs and colds incidental to the season. 

The sanitary condition of the barracks and vicinity is good and I beg to express 
my appreciation of the manner in which any suggestions made by me have been 
carried out, The interior of the Hospital has been lately painted throughout which 
adds greatly to its appearance and comfort. I would recommend that a chair be 
furnished for each bed, and two invalid’s chairs for each ward, as without these con- 
valescing patients have nothing but their beds for sitting or lounging on. 

The cases of malarial fever shown on my returns were one of a remittent the 
other two of an intermittent type, all three progressed favourably. The list of acci- 
dents has been small, considering the number of out-posts and amount of riding done. 

I enclose with this my annual sick list. The average daily sick list has been a 
little over six, which taking into consideration the number of men stationed in this 
district, I consider very moderate. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. M. FRASER, 
To the Commissioner Asst.-Surgeon. 


North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


Annuat Sick Report for “D” and “H” Divisions, Fort Macleod, for Year ended 
30th November, 1889. 


Disease. 


NGCMUbIS econ eee cine cen ene 
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Surgeon’s Remarks. 


Returned to duty. 
co) 


Four returned to duty ; one in hospital. 
Returned to duty. 
0 


One returned to duty ; one in hospital. 
Returned to duty. 
do 


do 


do 
Under treatment. 
Returned to duty. 
to) 


In hospital. 

Returned to duty. 

In hospital. 

Returned to duty. 
) 


Tn hospital. 
Recent to duty. 
0) 


do 
do 
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ANNUAL Sick Report for “D” and “H” Divisions, &e.—Concluded. 


oe 


2 ls é 
5 ¥ Bo SoS 
Disease. 2G ae a Surgeon’s Remarks. 
£8 ae a8 
50 5A eA 
Z a < 
Abner WER Ava nu ma cdeuwe cs on cote 1 7 7 |Returned to duty. 
IViBRICORE! VCLIISH vt ccies cir. alee 2 65 32°5 |One sent to Regina; one returned to duty. 
Wound incised)... 00200 ee, 1 19 Returned to duty. 
Wibitlo wiih ght ich teeta oe! 1 7 7 do 
VATED is) OER MAR ee. Gee 1 1 il do 


Average daily sick list 6°46. 


S. M. FRASER, M.D., 
Assistant Surgeon. 
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REPORT OF ASSISTANT SURGEON C, 8. HAULTAIN, IN CHARGE 
MAPLE CREEK. 


MaPpue CREEK, 30th November, 1889. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit to you my report for the period during which 
I have had the medical charge of “A” Division. I arrived at this post on the 2nd 
of January, and took over the Hospital Equipment from Staff-Sergeant Tulloch. I 
found a liberal assortment of drugs, in good order, with the exception of some few 
which had formed part of the stock of old Fort Walsh. These have since been 
supervised by the Senior-Surgeon, and forwarded to Regina. 


HEALTH, 


The general health of the Division, both here and at Medicine Hat, has been good, 
except in the spring months when the daily sick parade showed a dispropor- 
tionately large attendance, and the Hospital had several occupants, the medical cases 
being mainly various forms of sore throat, the surgical ones the result of minor 
accidents, all of which found a favourable termination however. 

I would direct attention to the number of “colds” and throat affections, as 
shown in the appended list, particularly to that form of ulcerated throat known as 
Follicular Tonsillitis, which shows an average of 3} days on the sick report. 

This is an acute febrile disorder which was prevalent in this district during the 
early spring months, the percentage of cases in barracks being greater than amongst 
civilians, 

The difficulty of ventilating the crowded barrack-rooms, and the dry heat from 
the stoves, in cold weather, probably predisposed this complaint, while the exciting 
cause might be looked for in the mild chinook winds causing a rapid change of tem- 
perature and atmosphere, and thawing of the surface-soil. Rheumatism, which is 
often associated with this ailment, was fortunately absent. The storm-windows have 
since been fitted with a pane opening at the top, and pans of water will be kept on 
all the stoves, so that a smaller number of these affections may be expected during 
the coming winter. 

One case of bullet-wound occurred at Medicine Hat on 1st January, and made a 
good recovery under the treatment of Dr. Olver, then acting Assistant Surgeon. 

I see by last year’s report that the quality of the drinking-water was poor, and 
caused much diarrhcea: the new well in use this year seems to have remedied this, 

Also that fever of a malarial type showed itself. No case of either typhoid or 
malarial fever has originated within ten miles of Maple Creek this year (the spring 
opened with a dry soil, and there has been no marshy ground in the vicinity during 
the summer). 

Several cases of typhoid (enteric fevers) amongst civilians have however come 
into Maple Creek for treatment, and I would take this opportunity of urging a more 
thorough co-operation between the police, the citizens, and the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way authorities, as regards the sanitation, particularly the water supply, of even the 
small settlements, and especially those along the line of railroad, since contaminated 
water at one of these may be the focus of disease at many points east and west. The 
storage of water, necessitated in many places by the dryness of the country, is a dan- 
gerous factor. If I exceed the limits of my report, on this subject, I trust that its 
importance may be taken as my excuse. 

I was instructed in January last to report on the sanitary condition of Swift 
Current, in the interest of the police stationed there, as typhoid fever had been ex- 
tensive and malignant during the previous autumn months, and also in preceding 
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years. The cause was clearly traced to the water supply, as shown in my report of 
February 4th. Asa result, Mr. Niblock, Assistant Superintendent of that division of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, and Sir Lister Kaye, interested themselves in the- 
matter, which was to some extent remedied. A report lately received from Staff- 
Sergeant McGinnis, stationed there, states that there has been no case of fever this 
fall or summer ; that the old tank was burned, and a new self-emptying one substi- 
tuted. 

I believe that much could be done towards diminishing the annual number of 
typhoid cases, and other diseases, by a more thorough system of periodical inspec- 
tion; and I beg to suggest that this be effected by the police assistant surgeons, 
visiting the settlements in their district, in the early months of spring and fall. The 
distribution of disinfectants is also much needed. 


HOSPITAL. 


The hospital at Medicine Hat has been improved since last year and suits the 
requirements of the post. 

The hospital here has sustained many structural injuries from the weather, 
since staff-sergeant Tulloch’s report of last year, consequently, his remarks might 
be repeated, but more forcibly. The north-west sections of the roof, and the chimney, 
were carried away by a high wind last spring, as predicted in a report of Staff-Ser- 
geant Holme in 1885, men being in hospital at the time. 

The building is unsafe and totally unfit for any serious case during the winter 
months ; this can only be appreciated in cold and windy weather, The drugs are 
liable to freeze on the shelves, as has occurred this month. The hospital-latrine here 
has been cleaned out this year, and the general latrine at Medicine Hat removed to 
afresh site, Refuse-pits have also been dug. 

I append the Annual Sick Report for this post, with that for Medicine Hat as 
forwarded to me by Staff-Sergeant Tulloch. 

I wish to mention my high opinion of Staff-Sergeant Tulloch’s capability, and the 
satisfactory manner in which he has discharged his duties as hospital-sergeant at 
Medicine Hat, 

I would also express my satisfaction in having now a trained dispenser and 
dresser as acting-hospital-steward at this post, viz.: Regl. No. 2299, Constable Bates, 
who came here in August; before that time I had no experienced assistant. He is 
quite competent to fill the position of hospital-sergeant. I beg to close with the fol- 
lowing suggestions :— 

1. ‘That police assistant-surgeons periodically inspect all towns and settlements 
in their district with a view to sanitary precautions. 

2, That a new hospital be built at this post before the winter of 1890, 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


C. §. HAULTAIN, 


f Assistant-Surgeon. 
The Commissioner 


North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


ANnvAL Sick Report for “ A” Division, for the Year 1889. 
MAPLE CREEK. 


Diseases. 


Medical Cases. 


Colds and sore throats— 
Simple and bronchial colds........... 
dol ssorethroates..serccesasee asl: 
Quinsy dor 6) 24 atodsehaetancehes : 
Diphtheria sack. ed seal tetra te 
Follicular tonsillitis......... samara Sears 
Granularspnarvaix aise ie ee ee ete 
Biliousness and dyspepsia ..............- 
@eéphalaloianecesy facta acai asba werks 
Constipation qa epee ice eerste: 
Diarrhoea andl colteyes. +. settee a2 ee ta 
HD GVA2) 100 racic I SS Fin © Ane CAG UD Oia 
Grastritin oye creer eb cls Sa eye 
Headaches simples ates neck carseat i 
Herpes; precputialienccs cas eit siecle eters 
Jnsomiala een rae Esoseia tui Une cuwave cates 
IRs og) ie errors MOG COO A DR ORTAOO ORD OO TC 
Muscularirheumatisme, 07sec sce 
INGULALSIA ratte etal) cach kiate cette ‘ 
Ophthalmiastarsitca-c. ones oe nes 
do CAUAITN Ac. fe conc ereuyete ee 
Conjunchivitise st hese ook woe ees 
PON FCAbATTD ay mty, Sls tiie. hae ere slevestaciers © 
Pleurodyiniaiea bas anon Xacti: sree 
Diy S18. mis hae stay see aie vexciastgisato) dives sarocegslataees 


Surgical Cases. 


Abscess— 
PKHEDEN DS AoA RANG UO Seon orc 
OfraneruMileraccrpleioan «cocaine eee 
Chronic (inquinal glands) ........... 
INV elbomilanise tase sce ene te ee aloes OO 


Bursibisiter chester te oo) 3 oer eaten clarion 
@Wonbusions Sree ees hes oa ease anne els 
IN PAOLUTE OL TOs cccetors bar cme reese 
Prost pwbyevOL- LOO ren. oa cee eect es 
HM urunclesh cnc rca saaie om Ser sere 
Glee Seer tactetae itis ccalecoeteere ou sealers 


NinicturesApasmModicun esas meena ae 
SyNOVitis jae eenes aotearoa tae 

Sy philis,,secon@ary.. sc. cuekes dees 
Meath extracted cnc cascen seroeivenes sitet 
Roothache Se reacre ce acctiecte co neee ares see 
‘Umours S6DACOOUSs a, aceon eee eee ae 
Wounds, incised and lacerated......... ; 


POR RRR ROOF DOr GF bo 


= 
TCH WORD NWHN HR ON RP HEH OWWWHNHE to 


On Daily Sick 


Report. 
Number] Average 
of Dura- 
Days. | tion. 
30 1 
7 1 
13 44 
14 7 
ae 3t 
2 2 
13 aL: 
26 13 
14 al 
34 1 
9 4 
2 2 
6 2 
1 ul 
3 14 
1 1 
4 14 
6 13 
1 1 
i il 
7 12 
4 1 
2 1 
15 33 
3 1 
7 rf 
109 109 
2 il 
13 13 
14 42 
44 9 
6 2 
16 2 
10 10 
21 21 
10 10 
6 3 
53 102 
ef 7 
4 4 
2 1 
26 24 
3 1 
3 ak 
25 125 
1 1 
8 1 
3 il 
1 i 
88 172 


Remarks. 
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ANNUAL Sick Report for “ A” Division, &.—Concluded. 
MEDICINE HAT. 


On Daily Sick 
Report. 
Number a 
Diseases. ae ,, |Number|Average Remarks. 
fo) Dura- 

Days. | tion. 
IBINOUBN OSS haiys so Sayan ac) sswiye emise sees 1 4 4 |Returned to duty. 
IBIUises ANGI spPralnsiyne cece es laeeaee 6 48 8 do 
Carbunclets. owiat-.cou shalenmmmreee es saya 1 5 5 do 
Colds andicoughs ass capone er tre eer 18 24 14 do 
Coles CA ate RES SE 2 2 1 do 
Wongestion of liveree a re eae eee 1 4 4 do 
Diarrhea ir: tance cere 3 4 14 do 
IDV SPepslarcceraer cece: cae eee Retest eee 1 3 oF | do 
TICZOUIA avd ck tray ters cierto ater nen i 23 23 do 
ETOSt ite peed). Ss: eens Se ee we ee i 3 3 do 
Gonorrh case aap er meen aia We ee il 36 36 do 
GunshotnwoOundsieneteemecct meee ere al 46 46 do 
EL cers Gurl aires eee erie pee eee i 10 10 do 
er ped esh Wea dasevrel dete cites ee 1 i il do 
incisediwoundaseeer nach seen iv 5 5 do 
Inflameditendons. so eses eet ete ee. i 2 2 do 
ITAA ON Za marci see aie erases coe 1 4 4 do 
Malarial fever mvrets dsc deen ele kero ee 1 25 25 do 
IBunchUred WOUNGS.) Hasieaeriteriein Gets al 2 2 do 
iRheumatismes nea ace eet me eersc cores 2 5 24 do 
Sy pnulisssecondarys. laces hey Mearns haces u! 27 27 do 
SOL GH DS ereee elit awtaeyane ets Pieper 3 13 44 do 
SACOM ae nA SEED PS Of oe. ome tiD OF 1 LO leer eee Transferred to Regina. 
Monsillitigeeca: ce ovomecs ete ee cece ee 4 36 9 |Returned to duty. 
Moothachewepeiis.seia < usieeoae ee 2 5 2 do 


C.8. HAULTAIN, 
Assistant Surgeon. 


13—10} 
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AP PeINGD eX Ve 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTING ASSISTANT-SURGEON HUGH N. BAIN, 1889. 


PRINCE ALBERT, 30th November, 1889, 


Srr,—I have the honour to present you with the annual sick report of this Post 
for 1889. 

There has been much more sickness this year than during any former year. This 
statement, however, is equally applicable to the settlement generally. The causes of 
this were, I believe climatic, the past winter being an open and changeable one, and 
the past summer an exceedingly dry one. 

The average number on daily sick list was 4°37 as compared with 1:39 in 1888. 
The average number “ off duty” during the past year was 1:33. In 1888 it was ‘81. 

In 1888 there were but five men in the hospital, and all for trivial complaints. 
This year there have been twenty-three men—some of them serious cases. The 
average time in hospital was 112 days. 

In April and May last an epidemic of influenza broke out, the daily sick list run- 
ning up then on several occasions to over twenty. As I submitted a special report 
on this outbreak in May last I need not further refer to it. 

StaffSergeant Breadon suffered from several severe attacks of hemoptyris. I 
recommended that he be granted six months’ sick leave. This was given him, and I 
am hopeful that the ocean voyage he has taken, and the change of climate may greatly 
benefit him. 

There are several cases of gonorrhea to report, but I fear this does not repre- 
sent all the venereal cases that occurred during the year. I am of opinion that the 
order stopping a certain amount of pay of men “off duty ” from venereal diseases is 
having the eftect of making the men conceal their disease and causing them to seek 
relief from druggists and quack specifics. There is thus a danger of these diseases 
being communicated to healthy men, and it is worthy of your consideration whether 
this order should be continued. 

I again bring to your notice as worthy of special consideration the matter of 
hospital accommodation. 

The want of a proper hospital has been greatly felt this year. On one or two 
occasions the room used for an hospital was filled to its utmost capacity, and at all 
times it is unsuitable for hospital purposes. It adjoins one of the ordinary barrack 
rooms, the noise from which frequently disturbs the patients, and interferes, in 
some Cases seriously, with their recovery. 

As there is no hospital kitchen or cook, the patients meals have to be prepared 
in the troop kitchen. It is impossible under this arrangement to make the patients 
as comfortable as I would desire. 

I would therefore recommend that a detached hospital, properly equipped, be 
built during the coming year. 

There have been none recommended to be invalided from this Post during the 

ast year. 
s eae six men for re-engagement, all of whom have been accepted. 

Our drug supply arrived here only this month. Part only of the drugs asked 
for were sent, and before the end of this year a further supply will be required. 

Several surgical instruments are much required, and were requisitioned for last 
year, but not sent. I would especially mention a stomach pump and a set of bone 
instruments. 

Hospital Staff-Sergeant Waller has been a great deal “off duty” from sickness 
during the year. When well, he has discharged his duties very efficiently. 
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Constable Thompson, hospital orderly, is deserving of mention for the interest 
he has taken in his duties. During Sergeant Waller’s absence much extra duty has 
devolved on him, but I have at all times found him most willing and attentive. 

Some gowns, caps and slippers are required for patients’ use in hospital. I 
would also recommend that one of Heaps’ bedroom commodes be purchased for 
hospital use. 

I enclose detailed statement of cases of any importance treated here during the 
year. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


HUGH N. BAIN, M.D., 
Acting-Surgeon. 
Commissioner Herchmer, 
Regina, 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
AnnvaL Sick Report, Prince Albert, for the Year 1889. 


eee 


6 a) B 
Evie ee o's 
é 22 Do toe ' 
Disease. | 4 (le 3 (E Surgeon’s Remarks. 
50 5A 5A 
A vd at 
INO CUROB OIG COLE LOH IUD ae me i 6 6  |Returned to duty. 
IN CNG sce ies Ws eeemise sjscom darter 1 1 1 |Medicine and duty. 
A sthinig wetness arian seam ha 1 3 3 |Returned to duty. 
BiliGusness elena oan serine tas 22 44 2 do do 
LES g monde he Sater ano ee oe erro 3 18 6 do do 
Catarrlion trent: concer aeainys oe 4 8 2 do do 
Couglisseeeie ny wee mc adage 17 il 1 |Medicine and duty. 
Wontusions.it. Rowse toe eae mee 8 16 2 {Returned to do 
ConsbiPawlOn seer ac erevepevee tae elas 21 21 1 |Medicine and do 
GUIEOMIGY.OUG erage sinels onsen che es) if il 1 do do 
MDIALT NOGA veel eee eats hase: 53 @ 14 |Returned to do 
Deloility Wemewenesc Ae epee 4 20 5 do o) 
Dislocation eis acon Goon. heir eas 1 80 80 {Severe dislocation of foot inwards; returned 
to duty. 
ry Sipelas smectic eter ite 2 82 41 |Returned to duty. 
XtracteGenviser ease soe ie Vico madison do do 
Ciiates SAY Sars tee ee 10 20 2 do do 
HrOstiDltOSs waste nine cae sie ntetaracieer 2 4 2 do do 
ONOLENC@AL se eos eneecee eer 3 30 10 do do 
GCOt ads tick ccc wtensveraiaseicie bee cio 2 8 4 do do 
Hioemopthysistere sce seer ire. es 1 81 81 {On sick leave. 
Hemorrhoids...... Bead eet ane trae! 4 24 6  |Returned to duty. 
Headachesaeee nese er cr ares 12 18 13 do do 
Indigestion....... Eid oslece iets 6 6 il do do 
SUPT AOM Za). Pers cazaseacase ates tele serc eas csckokens 84 197 2°3 do do 
Inflammation of ear............. 1 8 8 do do 
Neuralovianenrecn: acer if 28 4 do do 
Oldsinjury, to. kneeks.5.56-1-1 2 il 1 1 |Medicine and duty. 
IPharyN Gibis ssveawcelalomiers Saekeer= 13 68 54 |Returned to do 
Rheumatism, acute.............- 1 43 43 do do 
do sub-acute.......... 1 101 101 do do 
do MUsSculareaasee eee 6 9 13 do do 
do gonorrhoral..... .. 1 65 65 do do 
SETAE een e ses eiers kone Terrier 6 48 8 do do 
Sore throat (ulcerated).......... 14 35 24 do do 
Gomhandsictiaesuscnisncanedeetrs if 42 6 do do 
CG: RIRCOM. RI teicc es arcthemles aia 2 2 1  |Medicine and do 
i 5 


| 5 1 do do 


HUGH M. BAIN, M.D., 
Acting Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX W. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTING ASSISTANT SURGUON F. H. MEWBURN, 
1889, 


LETHBRIDGE, 7th December, 1889. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit the Annual Medical Report of“ K” Division 
North-West Mounted Police, for the year ended 30th November, 1889. 

During the year, as will be seen by the report, one hundred and seventy-three 
(173) cases have been treated. The mortality from disease has been nil. One 
death from drowning took place. Three (3) cases of malarial fever occur- 
ed, but in each case the patient was subject to the disease before coming to the 
country. Several severe accidents have occurred, two (2) men have been invalided, 
but as a rule the health of the division has been excellent. The fever of the country, 
whatever its nature, has been conspicuous by its absence. 

On the evening of the 18th January, an explosion took place in the room in 
which the drugs were stored resulting in the destruction of the greater part of our 
stock, and of the room also. 

During the summer the construction of a hospital at the Barracks was undertaken 
and when completed will obviate the necessity of placing patients in the Galt Hospital. 
New furniture in the shape of beds, mattresses, etc., are on the way, for the new 
buildings. Our present furniture is totaly unfit for use. 

I would again draw attention to the necessity of a small stock of surgical instru- 
ments and appliances at this post. We are utterly destitute in this respect. 

I think it would be advisable if a case book, containing temperature charts, etc., 
were issued to each Post, in which a daily record of each case could be recorded, the 
book to be kept by the Assistant-Surgeon. Such a book, if properly attended to, 
would contain a faithful record of all facts in a man’s illness and would be invaluable. 
At present if the histery of a care is required some time after its occurrence, the only 
information given by the present sets of books, is the date of entrance and discharge 
from hospital, the more important facts have to be written from memory. Dr. 
Aylen in last year’s report drew attention to the necessity of such a book and I most 
strongly urge its being issued. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


F. HAMILTON MEWBURN, 


Acting Assistant-Surgeon, 
The Commissioner, 


North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
ANNUAL Sick Report, Lethbridge, for the Year ended 30th, November 1889. 


Disease. 


Medical Cases. 


PNCONGMIEMN arts 2 saosin ak eat AS 

Bronchitis (sub-acute)... ........... 
Ga Carr Let eee. vo reanleans Aisi eye ea cates 
Cephalalgia 
CGnstipationenc.cnccnisMaee cles: 
COV Z aie Ase ret es cha 3 ee 
elit yc, cesar keesterteid Stes Mares ee 
Diarrhea 


DV spepsianeraaktaetcnkem reeset 
Fever, malarial (imported) . 

do urethral 
Gastritis 


ee 
Oxaluria te stu adc eee se bbias, Sees 
hanyNoivisterees scenes eins 
Rheumatism (inflammatory.) .. = 
CARBIOR: « eis cisatomme afin ag ma aieraeles 


PAGS CESS RARER sk heukoet Movasain weak drcmee® 
Bubo (sympathetic) .........0..<..... 
GOM(Venereal) seem see peices ee! 
Whales osteo. ac Ae Phere 
Whancroid sien aes We ested 
(iT COMCISION Tahoe eh eee ore 
WontOsionwyeracrenns Gee ee mae 
Cystic LumoOnrgmnemeee yen 
Death from drowning ............... 
Cellulitis ofinger eens eee ne 
IEESUTO OL ANUS Ree eee ee Cees 
Fracture and bullet wound .......... 
do of tibia and fibula.......... 

HT OSG=DLbere. aA REY ine vccices Gee 


ibahpriny Wools Nea Kano genoa adouleoe 
AO? WiGlbOW. A sathun een cas. on 
do finger nail 
Odontalgia 
Ophthalmia 
Scald 


ai:eie iil iv\\wiisieitnsia)\s: wie el sls. 


Stricture, urethral (organic) 
a oles ws dta tata Patclave vase oie Re rahseavarsis 
Syphilis wava tscemer tos meer ecertents 
ao oy leg 


WWiarts)(Venereal)ic cc. gm cine) eareins siete 
Wound of finger 
do foot 


NO Ee 


= 
NR BHR HN HP HORN RPWHNNDWHOrHOhb 


fad 


iat 


BH HHH HHH WH HEH OHHH HOH HHH HH HONNOHNH 


COM 
OOP ORR ATR DOO 


Average 
Duration. 


Surgeon’s Remarks. 


ekg to duty. 


) 
Medicine and duty. 
Returnod to duty. 
Medicine and duty. 
Returned to duty. 


1 sent to Regina; others returned to duty 


Returned to duty. 
d 


) 
Medicine and duty. 
Returned to duty. 


Medicine and duty. 
do 
On sick leave. 
pare to duty. 
to) 


do 
1 returned to duty ; 1 under treatment. 


Returned to duty. 
d 


) 
Medicine and duty. 
Returned to duty. 


Dead. 


do 
Extr. dentis. 
Medicine and duty. 
Returned to duty. 
On sick leave. 
Returned to duty. 

do 

do 

do 
Sent to Regina. 
Returned to duty. 
Medicine and duty. 


1 under treatment; others returned to 


Medicine and duty. (duty. 
is ae ee to duty. 
do 


do 


do 


F. H. MEWBURN, Assistant Acting Surgeon. 
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APP Ne TX pede 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ACTING ASSISTANT SURGEON, J. H. TOFIELD, 1889. 


Fort SAsKATCHEWAN, 22nd December, 1889. 


S1r,—I have the honour to submit to you the annual report for the year ended 
30th November, 1889. 

With the exception of Reg. No. 1282, constable Mansfield, who was accidentally 
shot in the thigh, and Reg. No, 1228, corporal Dunning, who was thrown from 
his horse and sustained a fracture and dislocation, no accident of a serious nature 
occurred in the troop since! my taking charge on the Ist June last, neither has there 
been any serious case of sickness during that time. 

In June, July and August, the men suffered more or less from a mild form of 
diarrhoea, but that was readily controlled by ordinary treatment. There were a few 
cases of venereal disease, in all probability contracted at Edmonton. 

New barrack rooms, lavatory, and latrines have this autumn been built for the 
men, who have now most comfortably warm and well ventilated quarters, und this 
post may be considered to be in a first class sanitary condition. 

One thing I must beg most respectfully to call your attention to, and that is, 
the want of a good hospital. In most places this would be of the greatest importance, 
but owing I presume to the healthiness of the situation, and the trivial amount of 
sickness, it has either been overlooked altogether or considered unnecessary. The 
present building is a most unsatisfactory one, and unsuitable in every way, in the 
first place, it is a mere shell, with one ward capable of holding two beds, and when 
it is freezing on the ground floor, it is insufferably hot upstairs, and should an 
epidemic occur, there would be no accommodation for the patients. Considerable 
improvement was made two months ago, by lining and ceiling the kitchen, and 
covering in the stairway. It is also very much too far from barracks. 

The half-yearly supply of drugs arrived in good condition. There is now a 
good selection. The annual sick reports and estimates for the year are herewith 
appended. 


I have the honour to be Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAMES H. TOFIELD, M_D., 


To the Commissioner, Acting Assistant-Surgeon. 
N. W. M. Police, Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE—“G” DIVISION. 
GENERAL Sick Report during the Year ended 30th November, 1889. 


Number | Number 
of fo) 


Diseases. 

Cases. Days. 
PAM PETIT Barat cre se oeet kar svai as Biyoni ses Riwicnccotses 1 51 
PAniilenDislocatederrrr rer anni sces 1 71 
ISMIMO DEINE Sh Sede dacs OO On ee Gane 10 12 
IBronchibisweere ers ide ices rts 2 2 
Brulsem a eeep ee eclne cca ots eee Meee 1 2 
Ibubomoraumatic) eyeecemacsann cme 7 207 
dom (gonorrhceal) {a.m een ce 2 36 
Cephalalgia famosas cto wenieaees 1 1 
Coldsandicoughher asada 26 40 
Constipation eee esce. te 3 3 
Whancre merry Aer sie oe emt 2 29 
Conjunctiva bis saves occ oer tees ul i 
Cater een eh .aiee is hole chy eae eee 3 6 
COCR IE ee ea Oe ae 4 5 
CWOrlismernne, Sune et ae eee rete rcs iL i 
Debility wen wee tent ee tee 2 2 
Diarrhea ey a kieran 22 33 
DG g=biten ete sotcks fects Bryce S45: 1 14 
Mezema OfMip ta .rier cael rae ole aco 4 7 
HP Sipelas pew seo t yee con me ee 2 9 
LONG, EUSGHON Oe 6 Soaunab aso stenor il 28 
Harunculus eae enor rie ohmic: it 10 
Helonee eerie cae, cea: oak if Wy 
Gastraleiaismn mei staen tonne ws eee 2 5 
Gonorrliceaaasevdiase xe 3 5 
Gumboilteern ste eae. 1 1 
Eniin Soin nKwNel, ssoaeccos dobunoos > 2 91 
Hemorrhoid smear eee. caer 1 7 
Pepatitis acutemenprscceriii tee il 12 
Fler pes: AOstromenn sae sare a eines eters 1 13 
iElorses tall frome, aoe ae eee ne 3 21 
elorse-kick2aeree eee ees. thins ote 2 25 

Injuries— 
WAmiklecen seascrist eat ies ears eiper eae vs 2 2 
PATI Me ee ee | 1 
Backes ey ance ie by ene aan culoats al it 
HIN GELS A. ee acto et ee ee 4 5 
LOOL Reese oe mec 3 30 
Elin cee. oct Ieee ee 1 44 
UG ia, hoes eee otic one eee 2 15 
We as i aioe neiven oronersa ae ama 1 8 
NCC SR rir Ae teil ieee acccdie See's 1 1 
DW prisGdeie ere oes Posies pe ue rss al 13 
nGivestioni wisn eee errno 5 5 
UNHUENZa peewee ea eee 1 3 
Ingrowing toe-nail................- 1 3 
Laimbagogae. soarmeee ree eee 1 1 
INGrVOUSNESS a> eran eto eter 2 2 
Neural gia ye actecanevye iseieien emt rarer ors 4 17 
Nose; Wleerated’ ccs) Garon serene nee: 1 1 
Odontalpia tise eee : 4 4 
OStIbIStN es ecaree pinion. 4 5 
IPCLIOStIbISMe ete Ames eta: ane 1 3 
Rheumatism anes ase ne cere 8 54 
Ribs: tracture\obaimens sapere ] 14 
Sprains. eye eaten see eee 4 24 
Ural rcecce ere tiee mene 2 3 
SVMOVILIS Hyce ee rae ee ears the rece iL 26 
SY philise #2... cutee ey saee cnt il 58 
Eon sillibiscs tun scene ea cer 24 113 
Urine, incontinence of.............. i 1 
(Waricocele ss. Sarees eee anes eee 2 8 
WATS Bo awioct ssa iio A eee et il 1 
NW VIEUGLOWice. rans cscs ene ee 1 21 


Average 


Duration. Surgeon’s Remarks. 


51 |Still under treatment. 


4 |Effects of strain or injury. 


28 |Invalided. 


454 |One of these brought over from Oct. 
1888. 


Rie co do Oo Ft OO 
& 


9 bet bet 
Ae 


JAMES H. TOFIELD, 


Acting Assistant Surgeon. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF HOSPITAL SERGEANT E. A. BRAITHWAITE, 1889. 


“B” Drviston, December 1st, 1889. 


Srr,—I have the honour to forward herewith the annual sick report for “B” 
Division, whilst at Wood Mountain, from May 1st, 1889, to November 16th, 1889. 

With regard to the Post, I would suggest that some means might be taken to 
bring the water from the spring (which is very good for drinking purposes) into the 
Post, as by the way it has been brought to the Postfor use this yearit is liable to be 
contaminated with the creek water. This latter is not fit for drinking purposes. 

There has been very little sickness at Wood Mountain this year; the most sick- 
ness has been in the spring and the fall, especially the latter. I found it almost 
impossible to treat the men fur colds, diarrhcea, etc., while they were still exposed 
to the cold weather under canvas. 

I have he honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
EK, A. BRAITHWAITE, 
Hospital Sgt. 
To the officer commanding 
“B” Division, N. W. M. Police, 
Regina. 


Forwarded for the information of the Commissioner. 


KE. W. JARVIS, Superintendent, 
Commanding “ B” Division. 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
AnnvaL Sick Report Wood Mountain for Year ending November 30, 1889. 


is) ic) Ss 
sg | Ba | Oe 
Disease. ; % Fe m S 5 Surgeon’s Remarks. 

50 5a Ne (a) 

vd Z 4 
Wold acerca ett Set eae tat eS 9 20 23 
Lambagonse sen atnccm. saan 2 18 9 
Constipation cee. acec dere rites 10 ata lis 
Dy8s DIAM tee hgh Ga Bote Aan Re 2 4 2 
TMiarrhocsasecnt tens aeeoekcet Lede 5 10 2 

dow) swathdebility,e. 52a. Bi 9 | 9 

Chaar ne eee oe eee ee 1 2 2 
ContuRionts: feo on ee eee 4 26 6+ 
Wontusedewounden sete mee meee ce ay |) 13 63 
ALDCOSS A Retr co acta leer a 2 17 84 
Siren Ge eas ee a) en ees 5 15 3 
Sprainedankloye.. ah seo eee a 15 15 
Mebriculaet ane ken ate at eee 2 20 10 
Costritises see sroocns Lp eet oe 2 if 34 
OGUGA arn ctert oy eee int Cone 2 6 3 
Alveolariabeess, cs eect jeter 1 ii | 7 |Sent into Regina. 


E. A. BRAITHWAITE, 
Hospital Sergeant. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF VETERINARY SURGEON J. BURNETT, 1889. 


Reena, 30th November, 1889. 


Siz,—I have the honour of submitting to you my annual report for the year 
ended 30th November, 1889. 

I have much pleasure in calling your attention to the remarkably good state of 
health of the horses of the force after a years’ hard work, with both feed and water 
scarce along a number of the trails over which they have been ridden or driven in 
patrolling. 

The horses of “ F'” and “C”’ Divisions, those distributed along the line of rail- 
way and those in the Macleod District have had extra hard work this year, more 
expecially during the latter part of the summer. 

Contagious diseases have not been as numerous as in former years. 

Typhoid fever made its appearance among the horses of “FF” Division shortly 
after the division arrived in Regina, but as prompt measures were taken in isolating 
the affected animals and thoroughly disinfecting the stables, the disease was kept 
from spreading, and very few deaths occurred. Immediately after the disease made 
its appearance I had the temperature of all the horses of the Division taken for 
three or four days, and by this means was enabled to detect several cases and put 
them under treatment, before any outward symptoms were presented. The fever 
could not be checked, but by giving them prompt attention, they were carried through 
with only a mild attack. 

Several animals became affected with glanders and were promptly destroyed, 
and measures taken to prevent its spread, which proved successful. 

During the year 126 remounts were purchased, all good useful horses. These 
were picked from about 400 offered for sale. A great many of the rejected ones were 
rather coarsely bred, the result of introducing Clyde blood, which with broncho 
mares makes a very objectionable cross. The result of such a cross is usually an ill- 
formed brute with heavy coarse head, ewe neck, light fore quarters and a round 
beefy leg. The horse we require is one standing from 14.3 to 15.2 hands in height, 
fine clean cut head, long neck, high crest, sloping shoulders, short back, round barrel, 
deep chest, broad round quarters with plenty of good flat bone and strong feet. 
Breeders could easily raise this class of horses by picking mares answering to the 
description and crossing them with a good heavy thoroughbred horse, one having 
plenty of bone and substance and not standing over 16 hands in height. The practice 
of keeping three or four different stallions ou a horse ranch, all of different breed is 
a bad one and can only result disastrously to the horse-breeding interest of the 
country. 

While visiting one of the ranches last spring where three stallions are kept for 
service, a thoroughbred, a coach horse and a Clyde, I saw the mares driven in and 
corraled and the mares in season picked out. Among the latter was an extra nice 
well bred mare, which was bred to the Clyde. I asked why this mare was not 
stinted to the thoroughbred horse instead of the Clyde and was informed by the in- 
telligent horse wrangler, that it was not the thoroughbred’s turn. I would strongly 
advise the horse-breeders of the country, to make it a point to breed one particular 
class of horses. If light carriage or driving horses use a standard-bred trotting horse, 
one with a thoroughbred cross preferred, if heavy carriage or coach horses, use the 
Cleveland Bay or coach horse, if heavy draught, get heavy draught mares to start 
with, otherwise they will find that they are starting away back in the race. The 
broncho mare, I think, is better adapted for raising saddle horses from than any- 
thing else, and as there is an increasing demand for good saddle horses, both in this 
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country and the east, I think ranchers would find it more profitable to raise this 
than any other class. 

Lectures on veterinary matters have been regularly delivered at each of the 
posts during the past year, and I think good results will follow, as the majority of 
non-commissioned officers and men take a good deal of interest in this matter. 

Now that the force throughout is fairly well horsed, I would strongly recom- 
mend that all four and five-year-old remounts be brought to Regina to undergo at 
least one year’s preparation before being sent to outpost duty. Here they would get 
regular exercise, and feed, giving a chance to their bones and muscles to harden. 
When sent to the outposts immediately after purchase, young horses perhaps only a 
few days off grass, are sent on long, hard trips and are expected to travel at the same 
rate us old horses, and there is no doubt that a number of good, young horses are 
permanently injured by such work before they have a chance to develop. This would 
incur an extra outlay for transportation, but the saving in horse flesh would far 
outbalance this. 

In the matter of drugs, I would recommend that a change be made from the 
present system of purchasing a yearly supply in the east, as we have to carry large 
quantities of certain drugs, not very often used, but necessary to have on hand in 
case of an emergency, and which become almost worthless by being kept for such a 
length of time. By giving us a half-yearly supply instead of a yearly supply and 
purchasing in Regina, we could carry much smaller stocks than we do at present, 
especially in the more expensive lines. 

The drugs supplied during the last year by Messrs. Dawson and Bole have been 
of the very best quality. 

The Hutchings saddle, manufactured in Winnipeg and now in use two years in 
the force has given every satisfaction, and fully meets our requirements. 

The horseshoes supplied the force during the past year are an improvement over 
those of previous years, being of good quality and a much better pattern. 

Appended will be found a table showing the number of cases treated during the 
past year. 

Before closing I have much pleasure iu thanking Assistant Veterinary Surgeon 
Wroughton and the different Veterinary-Sergeants for assistance rendered me and 
the attention they have paid to the horses in their charge. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. BURNETT, 
Veterinary Surgeon N. W. Mounted Police. 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


Veterinary return of cases treated during the year 1889 :— 


Diseases of the Respiratory System,.............ccccecsereresscsenenees 85 
Be Tesumentary © 0 Booklet eel ee 34 
a Lymphatic Sy Rieck Sey clean Me baceemveted 11 
. Nervous Sm Dug oda tadaa Birds oh tte Oe wadeeaee 7 
a Digestive EF PAS casei adecnderieee trees ee (al 
‘ Urinary EOS Mist. Satis Lacs donates Ae ae 9 
sf Pedal SE Cares Mies ah Bete 64 
= Osseous Ue Wiss Ga Ra i doen Doe eos dase seas wee 52 
Articular EAM 2D ayes Samet ate earns 25 
a Muscular LS CRU ae ee Neen sae 68 
es Ocular St 0 Ed, PA Cows klbon det Sea Pere meee 5 
Contagious and Infectious Diseases..............0.cccecessssecsesseeees 51 


WoundstandtAbrasions: st, A216. 2a eee... 2 ee eee 213 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT VETERINARY SURGEON WRO UGHTON, 
1889, 


Fort Mac.eop, 9th December, 1889. 


Str,—I have the honour to request that you will forward, for the information of 
the Commissioner, this my report for the year ended 30th November, 1889. 

During the past year I have been in veterinary charge of the horses of the three 
divisions, stationed in this section of the country, viz.: “D,” “H” and “K” divisions, 
Both the head-quarters of the divisions and their detachments are constantly visited 
by myself. 

I am pleased to inform you that no contagious or infectious disease exists 
amongst police horses in this district, and that the general health has been wonder- 
fully good throughout the year. 

‘““—D” division during the past year lost but one horse. He was recommended 
to be cast, but becoming paralyzed in one hind limb, it was thought advisable to 
destroy him, the paralysis being due to embolism. 

‘““H” division lost two horses, one of which was shot, as he was suffering from 
acute glanders, and all precautions to prevent the spread of the disease was resorted 
to, and I am glad to say with good success, as no other horses contracted it, 

‘“K” division was more unfortunate than the others, loosing several horses from 
various causes, some of these deaths being due, in my opinion, to the after effects of 
typhoid influenza, which proved so fatal to many of the horses of this division last 

ear. 

: Another horse of this Division had to be destroyed, owing to an accident the 
bones of the knee were laid open (open joint) and the skull fractured. 

Thirty-nine remounts were posted to these three divisions last spring, and I am 
glad to state that, with very few exceptions, they have turned out exceedingly well; 
they were all purchased in this section of the country, and were very carefully 
selected. 

A public auction sale of cast police horses was held at Macloed on the 24th 
May last, when four horses of “ D,” six of ‘‘H” and one of “K” were sold. These 
horses sold very well indeed, considering that they were used up horses. 

I should like to draw attention to the fact that both here in Macleod and at 
Lethbridge good “hospital stables,” with isolated loose boxes, are very much 
needed. The infirmary stable here is a portion of the long log stable; it answers 
fairly well and is the best we can get, but there is no way of isolating a horse which 
is or may be suspected of suffering from a contagious or infectious disease, and no 
means of keeping up an equitable temperature, which is so essential in diseases of 
the respiratory organs. The flooring is also very unsatisfactory, there being no 
proper drainage. 

Lethbridge is even worse off in this respect than we are. They have no regular 
“sick stable,” merely three stalls and a loose box, partitioned off from one of the 
large stables. This arrangement, although better than nothing, in the event of an 
outbreak of a serious nature, would prove, from a sanitary point of view, highly 
unsatisfactory for many reasons. 

The new stable built for “ D,” and completed last spring, has proved satisfactory 
and is capable of holding some fifty-one horses. 

The large frame stable at this Post now in use, is very cold and draughty, and I 
would recommend that the board flooring be taken up, and the spaces below filled 
up with clay. The boards could be replaced along the alley way and the back part 
of the stalls, leaving the front so that the fore feet of the horses would rest upon the 
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clay surface. the whole being properly graded so as to allow the urine to drain 
away. This wonld prove not only beneficial to the horses’ feet, but it would also 
materially improve the temperature of the stable. 

The horseshoe used at this Post has given satisfaction; horses have however, to 
be frequently shod, owing to the dry, stony nature of the country in the vicinity of 
the Post. 

A large number of horses are now on detachment, and are frequently visited by 
myself, and although worked hard they are looking well and in excellent health. 

It will be necessary to cast some horses from the several divisions in this district 
next spring, as there are a few which are unfit for further police duty. 

The horses not in use at the Post or on detachment are on herd about five miles 
from Fort Macleod. These horses are visited by myself twice a week, and are herded 
by a detachment of men told off for that purpose. 

The strict attention and ready assistance displayed by Staff-Sergeant Bradley 
and Constable Ayre in carrying out my wishes and instructions is deserving of 
especial mention. 

I enclose an appendix of diseases from the 30th November, 1888, to the 30th 
November, 1889, for “D” and “ H” divisions. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
1 A. WROUGHTON, V5. 
Assistant Veterinary Surgeon. 
The Officer Commanding 
North-West Mounted Police, 
Fort Macleod. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE—‘ H” DIVISION. 
VETERINARY CasEs, Ist December, 1888, to 30th November, 1889. 


eT 


Diseases. 


Bot Sepreret ethnics cons oe lass Gpeieiauaye loans 
IBruisedsfOOto dsp cnilasiclesscs oe! stars ewes 
PSUENEINCCIS or etic cs Sees oko ON 


do 
@ongestion of lungsiy.. <5. = a os a 
CollargallliM se ees weitere etenaiei 
Colic 


echo SLSsUeUeLae a0. 610.86 6 eee we vs. 4 816 


ee 


b 

Dislocation of shoulder............ 
Hnlarged ‘tendonts-. 1... sass + 
BinyGhemiae eases ci socte. e Dove 
PIPLOIGLGUMOL. «core ou eines see Seine = 
Glandersi verses ash ios Dae ceca 
incised! wound fo. cee bes bie 
Inflamedshock: sc ccecce cece semis « 
Influenza 
KIA anh, cis eee etree ie Siese 
Gaminitis ste. eae eesicte as 
Lacerated wound of leg...........-. 
Lacerated wound and fracture of 

Tiasaly MWONESiA accede we aretersiet wrehe re res 
Tiaryngibis seaerecas Ser rsd echo cine 
INA Vicllar arboribisiesscdecc shine «ae: 
OSES Se he ee Ce eee ite are was ee 
OV /TS10T yee OBAMAS S ROUGE 2 
‘PReumMnoniacg «uisatea scenes west 
Puncture OLtoobnmies wenn etne «6 ee 
Saddleigall sie dennscn chica folerets wisi einie 
SSCA LCHES yaaa ctactteclertoern nee sis neening 
plimberdMtoobeer wae meteorites 
Sprained| fetloeckia.. 2.255 - ci oles 
Stramed back ico. sac accls crm acgss 9 
Weed 


Cases. 


Soe 
NWRHE DE RNNNHE HE 


HERE ENIOHHE NHN HE WHWW HHH Eee ee 


ap Average 
off duty. Duration. 
5 5 
10 10 
18 18 
20 10 
11 5s 
14 i 
18 43 
140 128 
17 ri 
104 8 
14 7 
14 14 
6 6 
13 13 
11 i 
15 15 
30 10 
18 6 
9 9 
60 20 
30 30 
16 8 
LG ily 
22 il 
16 16 
72 12 
63 9 
5 5 
10 10 
23 52 
4 4 
17 17 


Veterinary Surgeon’s Remarks. 


One returned, the other in hospital. 
Returned to duty. 
do 


do 


do 
Cast and sold. 
pede iney duty. 
fo) 


do 
Destroyed. 
Returned to duty. 
O 


Died. 
Returned to duty. 
Oo 


T. A. WROUGHTON, V5., 
Assistant Veterinary Surgeon. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE—“ D” DIVISION. 
VETERINARY Casss, Ist December, 1888, to 30th November, 1889. 


Number | Number 
. Average : > 
Diseases. of of days ° Veterinary Surgeon’s Remarks. 
Cases. | off duty. Duration. 7 : 
IA DBCOSS ne ciara sno etecte slo Ler ler tere: 1 26 26 |Returned to duty. 
Bruised foothenaensctaanoee eek eres 2 12 6 do 
Burnt with: topes. seseaees we mercer 1 6 6 do 
Chater rake gece Narcan wie eines area 1 8 8 do 
Colie*fatulenteecric ese re eee 2 4 2 do 
Go sspasmodich a. seen ie 5 10 2 do 
Collanicall eager eo tees 7 97 133 do 
Congestion of lungs................ 1 15 15 do 
Conjunctivitis eee ieee aor 1 15 15 do 
Comms: psn) heed .heean eae er 6 34 53 do 
Coronitis rs... -e tomas: aie ent eet 1 a4 17 do 
@utrons orearmMns se ve eo iL ig) 19 do 
Cuton- bakin vated ive siete etey- 1 18 18 |Returned to duty. Transferred to 
Lethbridge. 
Curb aang atcha See telsaeiehe: 2 iy 83 |Returned to duty. 
Dentition fever. ......cs0ers + assets 1 25 25 do 
Pnlargedifetlockes.c.j.cqesecer ele: 1 7 G do 
Fracture/of scapula. «ieee a Ae iScoanos wate creastene Has recovered, but will always walk 
lame. He is unfit for police work 
and should be cast. 
Hractureoryadiuses) ee onee eta tS ateearie al es Gomeneetabe Under treatment. 
Gangrene of submaxillary gland..... 1 38 38 |Returned to duty. 
Imtiomedthockse se. seers it 11 11 do 
Intermittent fever... ..<s..s0. ween 1 34 34 do 
IPTV oe oon ON SBD RO OG Cah OORCOOL 3 117 13 do 
Incised wound of knee.............. 1 14 14 do 
KT CRS Berchay ore sieve vies eitine ance accor 3 26 82 do 
Maminitisecece sc osalcums te eee 2 ial 53 do 
Lacerated wound of coronet......... iL 18 18 do 
ING DHGUGIS te see ce ee cig nee neers ik 19 19 do 
Paral ysis:cc sce weedccion ner tne 1 4] 41 |Shot. Incurable. 
IPGPlOSblbGS or ears raise sce < Steiviey a sreiow se il 10 10 |Returned to duty. 
IPAM OV CM coninctysterns clits olen Ae eehoae 1 19 19 do 
PUMICE teatro. cia neers lo i 12 12 do 
Ipunctureyoyanall meee cere ese 4 16 4 do 
Punctured wound of forearm........ i 6 6 do 
Quitlorees.c. SE eI DOS ee he cee b Ke | Sense nein rs (Re ee ee Under treatment. 
@Quantericrack ser merece en) teres cae 3 102 34 |Returned to duty. 
Saddleigaileim. ao nncanssceeee acces df 112 16 do 
Seedy toe eran: moe sens ees aero Carer Under treatment. 
Sesamordites wre we :cuye.s meres M 25 25 |Returned to duty. 
Soreithroatsacasoaswece ena uce coe 1 5 5 do 
Splintaeeerrwis actos siesta tae eerie 2 17 8} do 
Ppraimed sOvlockee a-neeciise aera cee 2B 16 53 do 
Sprain, metcarp. tendon... ...... : 2 43 215 do 
Thoroughpin and bog spavin........ i 21 21 do 
Alin Yolen GAA err toiace bead ae toBIne 1 45 45 Ce) 
Pack Pony—Fistulous withers...... LOT eet eget olcks: teal sastnousnmoen: Under treatment. 


Da. WROUGHTONG Ys. 
Assistant Veterinary Surgeon. 
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ASP PEND LSS BB. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF VETERINARY STAFF SERGEANT PRINGLE, 
NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICH, 1889. 


Mapie Creek, 1st December, 1889. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ended 30th 
November, 1889. 

The health of the horses of the division is excellent, and has been during the year. 

The hay and oats supplied were of good quality, although the hay is not up to 
the standard of previous years, owing to its scarcity caused by drought and prairie 
fires. 

The detachments have been kept fully supplied with the requisite medicines and 
appliances, and I have instructed non-commissioned officers in charge as to use of same. 

I have recommended eight horses to be cast, six being troop horses and two 
attached ; we will require at least 12 re-mounts next spring. 

Ihave had our saddle horses and light teams shod with plates during the summer, 
as a result there were fewer cases of sprains and strains than formerly. 

I would again recommend that asmall hospital stable be built at this Post, there 
being no possibility of isolating any case of an infectious or contagious type, or in 
the event of any internal iuflammatory disease, there would be no possibility of 
combatting it successfully, the division stables being cold and draughty. 

There are at present on herd at Fish Creek, eight miles from this post, 18 horses 
and two mules. Would recommend that all the horses that can possibly be spared 
be sent out, as it has the effect of recruiting them up for the next season’s work, and 
is also a saving on forage. 

Requisitions for drugs and appliances for the use of division have been promptly 
filled. 

I append herewith my annual report of cases under treatment in Division. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. PRINGLE, 
Veterinary Staff Sergeant. 


The Officer Commanding, 
“ A” Division. 


13—11 


162 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE—“A” DIVISION. 
Annual Sick Report of Horses for the Year ended 30th November, 1889. 


Disease. 


Necrosis of coffin joint.............. 
Urzemuepowoning ss asses ratte 
OUantoricrack eet a-riacoe tree eer 
MaCOnavecs wOule Sei. .juciety ie msial-taikes 
PunesuredssdOw ya scaae soe er ae 
TPUMOPSS ae eeeek ees oe teh Waniaete 
Straimsen act, sete waite teed ore 
ADINovlilingtoumoat Enee GoooREoDoT coor 
Saddler calls ern stecpencrci chart : 
Sore shoulderte..can te neem ar 
Burntiheelsicne a ntasee Neca ateeclet: Cte 
Bruised heelstsn ie dace we neeoetes 
ShaNeNalitsh, on qaactet a6 aqdsedce obo rm 
Galllosities=rs..0 as erence noe stece a eee 
POTitOnibisne se .aieieay wiht wteaes anes 
Sandiceracksec yc tas geseae ce cetera 


Constipation. ..........2+.s+.+eeee- 
(CGPONAEIRE Reet eae attire Mecsas ene epaterssd 


Number 
of 
Cases. 


PDH HNN HERE NBN WWNNHW RHE 


Number 
of 
Days. 


Average 
Ce. Remarks. 
35 |Shot. 
30 |Died. 
22% |Returned to duty. 
10 do 
5 do 
10 do 
5 do 
154 do 
10 do 
4 do 
5 do 
4 do 
15 do 
15 do 
2 |Died. 
10 |Returned to duty. 
il do 
8 do 
4 do 
33 do 
8 do 


MapLeE CrekEk, Ist December, 1889. 


J. PRINGLE, 
Veterinary Staff Sergeant. 
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